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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20

By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 6,773 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 52 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project


Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.
((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
أبي بن كعب 
الصحابي الجليل
UBAYY IBN KA’B
The Great Sahaabi
(The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 
Ubayy ibn Ka’b was a distinguished companion and a person of high esteem in the early Muslim community. Ubayy was one of the Ansaars and belonged to the Khazraj tribe. Ubayy was one of the first persons of Yathrib to accept Islam. He pledged allegiance to the Prophet at Aqaba before the Hijrah. He participated in the Battle of Badr and other engagements thereafter. Ubayy was one of the select few who committed the Quranic revelations to writing and had a Mus’haf of his own. He acted as a scribe of the Prophet, writing letters for him. 


At the demise of the Prophet, he was one of the many people who knew the Quran completely by heart. His recitation was so beautiful and his understanding so profound that the Prophet encouraged his companions to learn the Quran from him and from three others. Later, Omar too once told the Muslims as he was dealing with some financial matters of state: "O people! Whoever wants to ask about the Quran, let him go to Ubayy ibn Ka’b..." (Omar went on to say that anyone wishing to ask about inheritance matters should go to Zayd ibn Thabit, about questions of fiqh to Mu’adh ibn Jabal and about questions of money and finance, to himself.) Ubayy enjoyed a special honor with regard to the Quran. One day, the Prophet, (pbuh) said: "O Ubayy ibn Ka’b! I have been commanded to show or lay open the Quran to you." 

   Ubayy was elated. He knew of course that the Prophet only received commands from the most High. Unable to control his excitement, he asked: "O Messenger of God...Have I been mentioned to you by name?" "Yes," replied the Prophet, "by your own name and by your genealogy (nasab) in the highest heavens." Any Muslim whose name had been conveyed to the heart of the Prophet in this manner must certainly have been of great ability and of a tremendously high stature. Throughout the years of his association with the Prophet, Ubayy derived maximum benefit from the Prophet’s noble personality and from his unparalleled teachings. Ubayy related that the Prophet once asked him: "Shall I not teach you a Surah the like of which has not been revealed in the Towraat, nor in the Injeel, nor in the Zaboor?" "Certainly," replied Ubayy. "I hope you would not leave through that door until you know what it is," said the Prophet obviously prolonging the suspense for Ubayy. Ubayy continues: "He stood up and I stood up with him. He started to speak, with my hand in his. I tried to delay him fearing that he would leave before letting me know what the Surah is. When he reached the door, I asked: "O Messenger of God! The Surah which you promised to tell me..." He replied: "What do you recite when you stand for Salat?" So, I recited for him al-Fatiha (the Opening Chapter of the Quran) and he said: "(That's) it! (That's) it! They are the seven oft-repeated verses of which God Almighty has said: We have given you the seven oft-repeated verses and the Mighty Quran." 
Ubayy's devotion to the Quran was uncompromising. Once he recited part of a verse which the Khalifa Omar apparently could not remember or did not know and he said to Ubayy: "Your have lied,",  Ubayy retorted to Omar firmly; "Rather, you have lied." 

A person who heard the exchange was astounded and said to Ubayy: "Do you call Amir al-Mu’mineen a liar?" 

"I have greater honor and respect than you do for Amir al-Mu’mineen," responded Ubayy," but he has erred in verifying the Book of God and I shall not say Omar is correct when he has made an error concerning the Book of God." 

"Ubayy is right," concluded Omar. 

Ubayy gave an idea of the importance of the Quran when a man came to him and said, "Advise me," and he replied: "Take the Book of God as (your) leader (imam). Be satisfied with it as (your) judge and ruler. It is what the Prophet has bequeathed to you. (It is your) intercessor with God and should be obeyed..." 

After the Prophet’s death Ubayy remained strong in his attachment to Islam and his commitment to the Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet. He was constant in his Ibadah and would often be found in the mosque at night, after the last obligatory Prayer had been performed, engaged in worship or in teaching. Once he was sitting in the mosque after Salat with a group of Muslims, making supplication to God. Omar came in and sat with them and asked each one to recite a Du’aa. They all did until finally Ubayy's turn came. He was sitting next to Omar. He felt somewhat over-awed and became flustered. Omar prompted him and suggested that he say: "Allahumma ighfir lanaa. Allahumma irhamnaa—meaning: O Lord, forgive us, O Lord, have mercy on us." 

Taq’wa remained the guiding force in Ubayy's life. He lived simply and did not allow the lure of the present world to corrupt or deceive him. He had a good grasp of reality and knew that however a person lived and whatever comforts and luxuries he enjoyed, these would all fade away and he would have only his good deeds to his credit. 
Ubayy was always a sort of warner to Muslims, reminding them of the times of the Prophet, of the Muslims' devotion to Islam then, of their simplicity and spirit of  sacrifice. Many people came to him seeking knowledge and advice. To one such person he said: "The believer has four characteristics. If he is afflicted by any misfortune, he  remains patient and steadfast. If he is given anything, he is grateful. If he speaks, he speaks the truth. If he passes a judgment on any issue, he is just." 

Ubayy attained a position of great honor and esteem among the early Muslims. He was part of the consultative group (mushawarah) to which Abu Bakr, as Khalifa, referred many problems. This group was composed of men of good sense and judgment (Ahlul Raa’y) and men who knew the law (Ahlul fiqh) from among the Muhajireen and Ansaar. It included Omar, Uthman, Ali, Abdul Rahman ibn Awf, Mu’adh ibn Jabal, Ubayy ibn Ka’b and Zayd ibn Thabit. Omar  later consulted the same group when he was Khalifa. 

One day when Omar as a Khalifa entered the Masjid Al-Nabawi during Ramadhan, he noticed the Sahaaba were praying Taraweeh individually, be they in Wuqoof, Rukoo’, or Sujood.  They were performing Salat Taraweeh as was done during the time of the Prophet, Abu Bakr, and Omar’s early Khilaafah.  Omar said it is better these people are lead by an imam so they are unified in action.  He asked Ubayy ibn Ka’b to lead the prayer.  Next day Omar entered the Masjid and found people praying in unison following their leader.  Omar said approvingly, “What a fine Bid’a”  Salat of Taraweeh continued to be done in congregation ever since. (See Bukhari, Hadith 1906 in regard to Salat Taraweeh)
Because of Ubayy's high standing, one might expect him to have been given positions of administrative responsibility, for example as a governor, in the rapidly expanding Muslim state. (During the time of the Prophet in fact he had performed the function of a collector of Sadaqah.) Indeed, Ubayy once asked Omar: "What's the matter with you? Why don't you appoint me as a governor?" asking Omar.  "I do not want your religion to be corrupted." replied Omar. 

Ubayy was probably prompted to put the question to Omar when he saw that Muslims were tending to drift from the purity of faith and self-sacrifice of the days of the Prophet. For Ubayy was known to be especially critical of the excessively polite and sympathetic attitude of many Muslims to their governors (which he felt brought ruin both to the governors and those under them). Ubayy for his part was always honest and frank in his dealings with persons in authority and feared no one but God. He acted as a sort of conscience to the Muslims. One of Ubayy's major fears for the Muslim Ummah was that a day would come when there would be severe strife among Muslims. He often became overwhelmed with emotion when he read or heard the verse of the Quran." 

"Say: He is able to send punishment upon you from above you or from beneath, or to bewilder you with dissension and make you taste the tyranny one of another. See how We display the revelations so that they may understand." (Surah al-An'aam, 6: 65) 

He would then pray fervently to God for guidance and ask for His clemency and forgiveness. Ubayy died in the year 29 AH during the caliphate of Uthman.
((((((((((·((((((((((
ADVANCE \D 7.20
KHUTBA OF JUMU'AH

Freedom
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
May I ask you to hold to Taq’wa, meaning piety and righteousness, and obey Allah’s Divine Commands!  Let us be aware of our eventuality and departure into the everlasting life.  May Allah provide us all with the spirit of righteousness and obedience as best means for our salvation.  I sincerely ask Allah to protect us from evilness and falsehood.

Let us ask ourselves some questions:  

1. What is freedom in Islam?  

2. What is the nature of freedom in Islam?

3. What is the relationship and connection between spiritual freedom and social freedom?

4. Is spiritual freedom possible without social freedom? 

In general the word freedom is abused in the present age.  Nations fight for their freedom and human rights, but at the same time and in the name of freedom the tyrant enemy and its supporters threaten the people and infringe on their very rights.  Let us therefore deal with the meaning of freedom.  Allah (swt) says in Surah 3 (Aali Imraan), Ayah 64:
	“Say: Oh people of the Book! Come unto that tenet which we and you hold in common:  

that we shall worship none but Allah [God], 

and that we shall not ascribe divinity to none beside Him, 

and that we shall not take humans for our Lords beside Allah.  

And if they turn away, then say: “Bear witness that we are Muslims”
	(((( (((((((((( ((((((((((( ((((((((((( (((((( (((((((( (((((((( ((((((((( (((((((((((( (((( (((((((( (((( (((( (((( (((((((( ((((( ((((((( (((( (((((((( ((((((((( ((((((( (((((((((( (((( ((((( (((( ( ((((( (((((((((( (((((((((( ((((((((((( ((((((( (((((((((((


Having quoted the Holy Quran, let us see what freedom means in Islam and its important criteria for humanity.  Islam is a truly humanistic school based on human rights; for the teachings of Islam insist on a parameter of no discrimination between human beings.  In Islam there exists no privileged country, race, special blood relation, a particular zone, or language.  None of these constitute criteria of privileges for human beings.  In Islam no person or a group can ever consider himself or itself of a higher station than others.  Islam teaches that neither personal status, nor a particular race can claim to be the privileged over others in any form.  Instead, the Holy Quran affirms that the criteria in Islam are human values, Taq’wa, piety and self-purification.  Islam has laid great emphasis on such matter.


It is narrated that the Prophet was passing by a place in Medina where a number of youthful men were competing (with pride) in their muscle power by lifting heavy weights.  When they saw the Prophet they pleaded with him to be the judge for the competition.  The Prophet (pbuh) agreed, but at the end of competition he said:  (See Wasa’il al-Shi’a, Hur al-Aamili, Vol. 2, Page 469.)  

“Do you know who is the strongest?  

It is the person who controls his anger, who does not allow his anger to overcome him.  

Such a person uses his anger in ways that please God, 

and exercises his powers to control his zeal for the unlawful [lustful] desires”

In such subtle manner the Prophet transformed a physical contest into a spiritual one successfully.  What he meant was that physical strength shows manliness, however true manliness is above that.  True manliness is in the strength of character and the use of will power.

Jalal al-Din Rumi (Mowlawi, Mathnawi, chapter 1, 3450.) tells a story in his Mathnawi about Imam Ali as a young man of 24 or 25.  He portrays Ali in the finest picture of manliness.  Ali versus Amr ibn Abd Wid was in a duel since Amr had challenged the Muslims and Ali took him on.  Ali’s skillful robust attacks overwhelmed Amr who was the hero of pagan Quraish.  Ali threw Amr from the horse, tumbling to the ground.  (That took place in the battle of the Ditch).  Huffing and puffing, Amr was on his back, exhausted and breathless.  Though Ali was about to kill Amr, he gave Amr a chance; so he said, “Would you say “There is no deity but Allah, and Muhammad Rasool Allah, or would you rather be killed instead?”  Very humiliated, disgraced and full of spite, Amr spat in the face of Ali in furious anger for being so humiliated.

As insulting this was to Ali, Ali did not lose his cool.  Ali got off Amr’s chest and gave him his sword, and asked Amr to fight another bout.  With the second round Ali finished the man swiftly, to the delight and pride of the Muslims.  Ali did not want to kill Amr who spat in his face, Ali wanted to kill Amr because the man was an enemy of God and the Muslims; he killed Amr for the sake of God!

Amr ibn Abd Wid so slain was the hero of heroes, known to have already had killed 1000 challengers.  He was the hero of Quraish who came to annihilate the Muslims.  When Amr challenged the Muslims, no one ever dared to take his challenge, that is, except Ali.  When Ali killed the hero of the disbelievers in such a crucial encounter, he broke the psychology of the enemy Quraish, and destroyed their will power and malicious intent.  But Ali did it exclusively for the sake of the Almighty, pure and simple.  This was a magnificent example of self-control.

Nahjul Balaaghah tells us in Page 87, letter 31, that Ali (a.s.) addresses his son, Imam al-Hasan, advising

	Son! Consider yourself and your life above every mean [terrible] deed;  Since God will not compensate you for it.
And let not make yourself a slave for others. Remember, Allah had created you free.
	واکرم نفسک عن کل دنیة  وان ساقتک الی الرغائب    
فانک لن تعتاض بما تبذل من نفسک عوضا     
ولا تکن عبد غیرک وقد جعلک الله حرا




During the last two or three centuries, great advancement in science and technology had taken place.  Humanity and sciences such as knowledge, justice, freedom, and moral conscience have fallen from the pedestal they had. 

Now let us see the meaning of freedom.  Freedom is a requisite of life and one of the greatest needs of living creatures, whether they are a) plants, b) animals, or c) humans.  The difference in the freedom of these categories lies in their differences of structure.  Humans need a freedom beyond that of plants and animals. 

For man, freedom is the absence of barriers.  Free persons are the ones who fight against all obstacles and set the way for growth and perfection.  Social freedom means having freedom in connection with other individuals in society, so they do not hinder their growth, do not imprison them to check their activities, do not exploit or enslave them, do not exploit all their physical and mental powers for the sake of their own interest.  This is called social freedom, which may in its turn be of several types including political freedom.

In the Holy Quran, an explicit purpose of the Prophets is to offer mankind social liberty, and deliver them from mutual human enslavement.  We quote the Holy Quran, Surah 7 (al-A’raaf), Ayah 157:

	“….and to get rid of the shackles [the aghlal] that were upon them….”
	... (((((((( (((((((( (((((((((( ((((((((((((( ((((((( ((((((( (((((((((( ( ...


The Quran is a wonderful book.  Normally, some ideas flourish in a particular period but lose their luster at other times.  But the case is different with the Quran, for its ideas and words possess a permanent luster and this is an epic and miracle in itself.  An example of that is the idea of social liberty.   We cannot find a sentence elsewhere or at anytime as more lively or eloquent than what we see in the Quran.  This is the sentence; the Holy Quran says in Surah 3 (Aali Imraan), Ayah 64:

	“Say: Oh people of the Book! Come unto that tenet which, we and you hold in common:  

that we shall worship none but Allah [God], 

and that we shall not ascribe divinity to none beside Him, 

and that we shall not take humans for our Lords beside Allah.  

And if they turn away, then say: “Bear witness that we are Muslims” 
	(((( (((((((((( ((((((((((( ((((((((((( (((((( (((((((( (((((((( ((((((((( (((((((((((( (((( (((((((( (((( (((( (((( (((((((( ((((( ((((((( (((( (((((((( ((((((((( ((((((( (((((((((( (((( ((((( (((( ( ((((( (((((((((( (((((((((( ((((((((((( ((((((( ((((((((((( 


What banner is the Quran referring to?   The banner turns out to consist of two sentences:

The first one is that “nothing must be worshiped but the unique God; neither Christ or any other nor the devil should be worshiped, only God.  It clearly says: “That we worship none but Allah…”  This abolishes the order of servitude, the system of exploitation (of the exploiter and the exploited), of getting rid of inequality.  There are many but to be brief, let us mention a few.  The Quran, citing Moses in his argument with Pharaoh, quotes Pharaoh’s remarks:

“And you did that deed of yours which you did. You are one of the ungrateful” (26:19)

 Moses answers:

“And is it a favor of which you remind me that you have enslaved the children of Israel?” (26:22) for which Pharaoh retorts to Moses:

“You are the very man who grew up in our house and at our table and when you grew up you committed the crime of killing a man.”

All this argument was to make Moses feel low and under Pharaoh’s obligation.  But Moses answers back:

“Should I remain silent at your enslavement of my people solely because I have grown up in your house? I have come to save these slaves.”

The world of today deals with a paradox.  On the one hand it considers social freedom as sacred but on the other hand we see man abuses this freedom for the sake of benefiting himself.   Just read the history of the last three or four centuries, you will see that the major causes of wars, bloodsheds and misfortunes in the world is that individuals do not respect the freedom of others.

For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.

In the present age humanity is suffering due to weak morality, spirituality, piety, and ethics, in spite of all scientific and industrial development.  Continuously we witness murder of unarmed civilians, women, and children and how many of them have been kicked out of their homes to unknown places.

Unity is the basis of Islamic theology; therefore unity is the basis of its philosophy.  Accordingly, all people are members of one society.  With Unity, distinctions do not become differences, not of color, culture, class, or customs.  With mutual respect as fellow man, it is required that suitable, useful research, and scientific studies be done inclusively for Muslims and mankind, all together.

According to a well-known account Ali was born inside the Ka'ba. (See Murooj Al-Dhahab, Al-Mas’oodi, Vol. 2, Page 349.  Mustadrak Al-Hakim, Vol. 3, Page 484.)  When he was a few years old, the Prophet (pbuh) asked Abu Talib, the father of Ali, to let young Ali live with him in his house.  Thus Ali grew up under the loving care, tutelage, and guardianship of the Holy Prophet.  About five years later Muhammad (pbuh) became the Prophet through the revelations in cave of Hiraa.  By then Ali was ten years old, and he became the first male to embrace Islam.  He was the first to become Muslim without having ever worshiped other than one God. 

Imam Ali was always in the company of the Prophet, constantly observing and learning.  At a bleak moment when the infidels of Quraish attempted to kill the Prophet (pbuh), it was Ali who lay in the bed of the Prophet, for he was the very one the Prophet (pbuh) could trust in the most critical situation.  In Medina Ali was also constantly in the company of the Prophet, be it in private or in public.

The Prophet joined his beloved daughter Fatima to Ali in marriage.  When the Prophet was creating bonds of brotherhood among his companions he selected Ali as his brother.  Ali was present in all the wars defending Islam and the Prophet, that is except the battle of Tabuk when he was commanded to stay behind and be the governor of Medina (in place of the Prophet).  Ali never disobeyed the Prophet, and it was to such an extent that the Prophet said:
	Ali is with the Truth and the Truth is with Ali
	علي مع الحق   والحق مع علي


After the death of the Prophet, although Ali was foremost in religious matters and most outstanding among the companions of the Prophet, he was denied the Khilaafah.  Nevertheless he gave council to the Khalifas that preceded him, and did his best for Islam.  Ali began to train competent individuals in the Divine sciences for the ensuing twenty-five years.  When revolting people wantonly killed the third Khalifa, Ali became the Khalifa after people gave him their allegiance.  His rule proved to be the ideal and just as was the rule of the Prophet (pbuh), for Ali had graduated from the best school, and had the best tutor, and that was Muhammad (pbuh).

Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba
((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20

A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs #4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Nahjul Balaaghah 


#1
An Overview


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Nahjul Balaaghah 


#2
About Ahlul Bayt 

listnum "WP List 3" \l 1The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Karbala: Chain of Events


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Marriage and Family In Islam


((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah
4. PowerPoint Slide Shows

5. Material about Muharram and various subjects.
6. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site have gone up to 2,004 for July 2006, and the number of unique visitors is averaging about 100-175 a month reaching a total of 1,767 for the last 11 months.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

((((((((((·((((((((((
IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.
((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
Teaching of Muhammad as passed down by Ahlul Bayt
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	b
	|
	21.
	a

	2.
	c
	|
	22.
	a

	3.
	d
	|
	23.
	d

	4.
	c
	|
	24.
	a

	5.
	d
	|
	25.
	a

	6.
	d
	|
	26.
	a

	7.
	d
	|
	27.
	a

	8.
	b
	|
	28.
	

	9.
	d
	|
	29.
	

	10.
	c
	|
	30.
	

	11.
	d
	|
	31.
	

	12.
	c
	|
	32.
	

	13
	d
	|
	33.
	

	14.
	c
	|
	34.
	

	15.
	a
	|
	35.
	

	16.
	d
	|
	36.
	

	17.
	d
	|
	37.
	

	18.
	d
	|
	38.
	

	19.
	d
	|
	39.
	

	20.
	d
	|
	40.
	


IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS ABOUT TEACHINGS OF MUIHAMMAD AS PASSED DOWN BY Ahlul Bayt

1 What did Allah give to the Prophets?

a. Allah gave the Prophets the treasures of the earth.

b. Allah gave the Prophets His detailed guidance to mankind.

c. Allah gave the Prophets commands over the people.

d. Allah gave the Prophets very good advice.
2 Of all the Sahaaba (Companions of the Prophet) who was the closest to Muhammad (pbuh)?

a. Abu Bakr, Omar, and Uthman.

b. Abu Dhar, Salman Al-Farsi, and Al-Muqdad.

c. Ali.

d. Abu Sufyan, Mu'awiya, and Amr Ibn Al-Aas.
3 Describe some points Muhammad saw in Ali (a.s.).

a. Muhammad saw in Ali nobility of character, goodness of heart, true virtue.

b. Unparalleled righteousness, strict honesty, intense faith.

c. Penetrating intelligence, distinctive aptitude and agile mind.

d. All the above plus a towering personality.
4 Explain the manner in which the Islamic information after Muhammad (pbuh) was passed on to the people.

a. By hard work, and high knowledge of the Sahaaba.

b. By hard work, perseverance, and high knowledge of the Imams of Ahlul Bayt over three centuries.

c. a and b.

d. By radio, TV, publishing, and other media + a and b.
5 What do we call the Way of Ahlul Bayt?

a. Teaching of Muhammad (pbuh) as passed down by his family, Ahlul Bayt.

b. The authentic Sunnah of Muhammad (pbuh).

c. Many people call it the Ja'fari school of thought or Imamiyah Shi'a.

d. All the above.
6 What is meant by Divine Justice (Adl)?

a. Allah exercises Divine Justice (Adl) in court.

b. Adl (Divine Justice) means belief in the perfection of the actions of Allah.

c. Allah never does an act which may be unjust, Allah's acts are always good.
d. Whatever Allah does is good, right, and proper + b and c.
7 What is meant by predestination?

a. Man is the prisoner of his genes, his upbringing, his family life, his circumstances, his culture, and his mental capacity, among other things.

b. a above play a significant role in determining his behavior and the course he takes in life.

c. a and b + therefore he is predetermined.

d. a and b + only partly predetermined because Allah gives man alternatives to choose from.
8 What is the meaning of Nabiy?

a. Any messenger.

b. The man Allah selects to be His Messenger.

c. A man who receives inspiration.

d. A man who has a vision.
9 What is meant by Ma'soom?

a. The perfect person appointed by Allah.

b. Such a person is the leader and example to others, such as Prophets and the Designated 12 Imams.

c. Such a person is safeguarded by Allah against sin, mistakes, or forgetfulness.

d. All the above.
10 What is the Shari'ah?

a. Directives (Commands) of Allah in the Quran.

b. The laws given by Allah for the correction, improvement, and perfection of humanity.

c. Constitution of Islam + a and b.

d. Directives of Muhammad (pbuh).
11 What is the experience of the Prophets about revelations?

a. Allah does not speak to a Prophet directly.

b. Allah sends Angel Jubra'eel to announce this news to the chosen Prophet.

c. Upon seeing Jubra'eel for the first time, the Prophet becomes apprehensive.

d. However, as Jubra'eel appears more often, the Prophet becomes used to him and anxiously awaits his reappearance + a, b, and c.
12 Why did Allah want the angels to bow to Adam?

a. Allah created the angels in such a way that they always obeyed Him.

b. The angels have no desire to disobey Allah.

c. Allah wanted the angels to bow to Adam to acknowledge him as superior because of man's reasoning and his freedom of choice + d.

d. Allah wanted to test the angels' obedience to His Command.
13 Was there a need for the institution of Imamah?

a. Yes of course, since the Ummah needed a long time to learn the details of the Islamic Message after Muhammad (pbuh) had died.

b. Conveying the authentic Islamic Message as Muhammad had taught it by way of his family (the 12 Imams) was absolutely essential, to prevent the Message from being modified by ordinary people.

c. Allah saw to it that He designated the Imams to carry on the responsibility.

d. The Imams were Heavenly Ordained, + a, b, and c.
14 What qualities Ahlul Bayt had?

a. Ahlul Bayt were people of honor, reverence, admiration, and esteem.

b. Ahlul Bayt were people of dignity and renown.

c. Ahlul Bayt were constantly sought out by others to learn Islam at their hands + a and b.

d. Ahlul Bayt demanded fair compensation from people.
15 How many did Ahlul Bayt consist of?

a. Twelve Imams.

b. Five Imams.

c. Twelve temporal rulers.

d. Seven magnificent scholars.
16 For how long did Ahlul Bayt pass on the Corpus of Islamic Knowledge to the people?

a. From the Prophet's death up to 150 years.

b. From the Prophet's death up to 210 years.

c. From the Prophet's death up to 300 years.

d. From the Prophet's death up to over 300 years.
17 What characterizes the teachings of the Imams?

a. No contradictions in their Hadiths narration.

b. Their Hadith narration was called the Golden Chain of Narration.

c. No contradiction in answers or solutions to questions or problems posed.

d.  They transferred the teaching of Muhammad faithfully without alterations + a, b, and c.
18 What is Ghadeer Khum?

a. A road intersection halfway between Mecca and Medina.

b. A place where a great event took place two weeks after the Farewell Haj.

c. The Prophet received a revelation (Surah  5:  Ayah  67) and he acted upon it there.

d. The Prophet (pbuh) appointed Ali to be the Wali of all Muslims + a, b, and c.

19 Explain about the unseen register (Al-Kitab).

a. Allah (swt) does not do anything without an accurate account and precise calculation.

b. The deeds of man, his inner thinking, his intentions, and all his plans and designs are registered in the most accurate way.

c. b + This is called man's register or his special design.

d. b + This is called man's register or his special book.
20 What happened during Ghadeer Khum?

a. Upon receiving a Revelation (Surah 5:  Ayah 67) the Prophet stopped the march of the thousands upon thousands of Hajjis.

b. People saw Muhammad (pbuh) go to an elevation, taking hold of Ali.

c. Muhammad (pbuh) gave a speech, a long oration, resolute and firm, in which he raised Ali's arm so that everyone could see; and affectionately he made a declaration.

d. As I am the Wali over you, so this Ali will be the Wali over you [after I die],  O' Lord!  Uphold him who upholds Ali;  Antagonize him who antagonizes Ali;  Advance him who Advances Ali;  Impede him who impedes Ali, and Turn the Truth with Ali wherever he goes!  + a, b, and c.
21 Which Ayah of the Holy Quran was revealed prior to Ghadeer Khum?

a. Revelation of Declaration (Surah 5:  Ayah 67) saying:  O' Messenger, deliver what has been sent to you from your Lord, and if you do not, then, (it is as if) you have not delivered Allah's Message, and Allah will protect you from (mischief of) the people.
b. Ayah of Kursi.

c. Al-Fatiha.

d. Al-Qadr.
22 What did Omar say to Ali immediately after the Prophet's declaration about Ali in Ghadeer Khum?

a. ”Congratulations, Congratulations O' Ali, now you are my Wali [in Charge of Me] and Every Believer, Men or Women.”

b. “This is a great privilege Prophet Muhammad has given you.”

c. “This is impressive, O' Ali, Congratulations.”

d. “O' Ali, You have a privileged position.”
23 Explain about the rule of the Imams.

a. Imamah was  by Divine Appointment and not by inheritance.

b. Outstanding knowledge and unparalleled know-how in Islam to guide and teach people.

c. A role denied to them often by brute force, or coercion at other times.

d. The Imams were to be the Heads of State, in charge of administration of the Islamic Ummah the whole Muslim nation of their times along the rightful Islamic teachings +a, b, and c.

24 Who is Munkar?

a. Upon death the soul will leave the body, but it will account for the deeds and misdeeds of the earthly life.  This is called the Minor Judgment.  One of the agents involved is angel Munkar.

b. Munkar is an angel involved on Day of Judgment.

c. Munkar is an angel to ask for forgiveness.

d. Munkar is the angel who takes our souls away.
25 Who is Nakeer?

a. Upon death the soul will leave the body, but it will account for the deeds and misdeeds of the earthly life.  This is called the Minor Judgment.  One of the agents involved is angel Nakeer.

b. Upon death the soul will leave the body, but it will account for the deeds and misdeeds of the earthly life.  Nakeer is the angel involved during the Day of Judgment.

c. Nakeer is the angel whom we have to ask for forgiveness during the Minor Judgment.

d. Nakeer is the angel who takes our souls away when we die.
26 What is the Minor Judgment?

a. Upon death, the soul will leave the body but it will account for the deeds and misdeeds of the earthly life.

b. The two agents involved are angels by the names of Munkar and Nakeer.

c. Minor Judgment is having to answer the Islamic Jurist for a minor sin.

d. Minor Judgment is having to answer the Islamic Jurist for any sin.
27 What is the Barzakh?

a. The Barzakh is the time span between the death of a person until the Day of Judgment.

b. Barzakh is when the soul keeps preserved.

c. Barzakh is when the soul is preserved in ecstasy.

Barzakh is when the soul is preserved in turmoil.
d.       ((((((((((·((((((((((
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When membership stops short:

Without membership to financially support Darul Salam, the blood line to sustain life becomes restricted and in jeopardy.  And unfortunately that is what happened to Darul Salam.

From early in 1999 until 2006 membership in Darul Salam stagnated to a suffocating extent, it could never reach a healthy level to financially let Darul Salam stand on its feet.  That is despite the numerous services Darul Salam offered the community and superb meetings of different varieties throughout the years.

The membership did not increase in spite of appeals and reminders, including mailing letters every 3 months, and urging the individuals to become members. Thus after studying the income from membership over the years, the Board of Trustees found that income from membership had never supported more than 18% of the expense of each month.  In other words, when only $400.00 to $500.00 are collected from membership dues every month, the expense for that very month stood at $2,500.00.  The difference had to be covered with contributions from a few members.  This meant a contribution consisting of $1,500.00 to 2,000.00 every month had to be given without fail  While this giving and more giving could be maintained for a year or two, or at maximum of 4-5 years, the hemorrhage could not go on unchecked. See below:

	
	Average income from membership
	Expense

	per Month
	$400.00-600.00 
	$2,500.00

	per Year
	Less than $8,500.00 depending on the year
	$30,000.00


(For your own information the total rent from 1999 to 2006 paid to the owner of the premise was $170,335.00 and the total expense of Darul Salam including the rent was ($219,539.56)

During the first few months of 2006 the finance dove down precipitously, and Darul Salam had to face a painful dilemma.

What was done?

Funds for running Darul Salam had dived to a dangerous level.  Maintaining the rent would swallow the remaining dollars left. It was decided to face our unforgiving realities, that is to give notice to the property owner of terminating the rent within 30 days.  As difficult and agonizing as this decision was, the  following steps had to be taken. They were accomplished quite efficiently and in a systematic way:
1. Board of Trustees and Directors had to meet and decide on the mode of disposal,

2. The furniture and equipment were donated to Al-Mahdi’s Center, 

3. The precious books were stored safely,

4. The copying machine and other equipment were stored securely,

5. Membership was notified,

6. A wall was built dividing the meeting room (as it was when Darul Salam leased the property)
7. Finally, the property was inspected by the owner who received the keys and was pleased with what he saw.
What is ahead?

To live within its own means, Darul Salam has to keep looking for a property whereby the activities will continue but in a restricted manner, depending on what is available.  At the present there are options, and these have to be studied carefully to make arrangement.  To be considered is:

1. the location
2. the cost
3. the kind of activity
4. the active participation of the individuals belonging to Darul Salam
5. the innovative productivities of the Boards of Trustees and Directors.
	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH
One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.
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AL-BARI'
Allah is the one who orders His creation with perfect harmony--not only each thing harmonious within itself, but everything in accordance with everything else. This infinite-​seeming universe works like a clock. All is for one and one is for all. See how everything in you is connected, working together, and how, when a part fails, all else is affected.

The functions of one and all depend upon each other. Try to see to it that this harmony (that is in your nature) is manifested in your life. Allah, al-Bari', gave you intelligence to help you to know your Creator. He also gave you freedom of will and choice so that you may choose the right over the wrong. But if you use your will to opt for the wrong, and your mind to deny the existence of the Creator, then you will be attempting to destroy the universal harmony; you will end up destroying yourself.
'Abd al-Bari' is the person who is saved from incongruity, error, injustice and confusion. This person is made to act in perfect order, regularity and uniformity with the divine laws working in nature; he is also able to help and inspire others to do so. The attribute of ya Bari', the one who renders harmony, is actually part of Allah's attribute al-Rahman, meaning the Beneficent. As it is mentioned in Surah Rahman; "Thou sees no incongruity in the Creation of the Beneficent. Then look again, can thou see any disorder." Therefore, `Abd al-Bari' is the person who is beneficent in his harmoniousness.



	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	( “Religion is very easy and whoever overburdens himself in his religion will not be able to continue in that way. So you should not be extremists, but try to be near to perfection and receive the good tidings to be rewarded; and gain strength by worshiping in the mornings, afternoons and during the last hours of the nights.”


	SAYINGS OF IMAM AL-MAHDI, the 12th Imam

	(
O Allah our Lord!  We ask of Thee for a government of honor to hold Islam and Muslims in dignity, and to hold the hypocrites in disgrace. And make of us people who call to Your obedience, and the leaders to Thy way, and award us the dignity in this life and the one to come.  O Lord!  What Thou have taught us of the truth, Let us carry it out, and what we languished in it, let Thou inform us

O Lord! Bring in him our Unity, and repair in him our predicament, and increase in him our small numbers, and fortify us in him to erase our lowliness,        Oh Allah Lord of the Truth, Amen!
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