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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20

By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 6,854 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 81 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project


Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.
((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
جابر بن عبد الله الأنصاري 
الصحابي الجليل
JABIR IBN ABDULLAH AL-ANSAARI
The Great Sahaabi
(The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 
Jabir ibn Abdullah al-Ansaari was a renowned companion of not only Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) but also several of Muhammad's descendants (Ahlul Bayt).

Jabir was born in Medina of the tribe of Khazraj, 15 years before the Hijrah. His father was married to his paternal cousin Naseeba bint Uqba. 

Jabir ibn Abdullah Ansaari accepted Islam when he was young.  The Prophet once told him: “O Jabir, you will live for a long time, and even though you will go blind, you will meet the 5th in line of my descendants, whose name will be like my name, and who will walk like I do.  When you meet him give him my greetings and salaams.”

Jabir was a trusted companion of the Prophet. He participated in 19 military confrontations including Badr, (Gazwat) under the command of the Prophet (pbuh). He was with the Holy Prophet during the conquest of Mecca.

After the Prophet, Jabir refused to give his oath of allegiance to Abu Bakr, unless Ali did so.   Later on, he was threatened with stoning by Omar, if he was seen with a Nikah Mu’ta. Shi’a scholars believe this was the first time Mu’ta was prohibited. Sunni scholars conclude otherwise.  The argument continues till today.
Jabir Al-Ansaari participated and fought in the battles of Jamal, then Siffin, and then Nahrawan under the command of Imam Ali bin Abi Talib around the year of 37-40AH.

Due to old age, however, Jabir was unable to participate in the Battle of Karbala (61AH) wherein the grandson of the Prophet, the 57 Year old Imam Al-Husain, was martyred in a savage manner. However, Jabir did establish the practice of marking the arba'een for that occasion (the 40th day of mourning the occasion).

On 20 Safar 61AH, Jabir paid a visit to the grave of Imam al-Husain in Karbala, along with one of his companions, Attiya bin Sa’ad bin Junadah─a scholar.  He recited a ziarah (visitation) there, and this ziarah became known as Ziarah-al-Arba’een.

Jabir had a long life and became blind in his old age. But he never forgot what the Prophet had foretold him. He devoutly waited for the time when he would meet the 5th Imam as predicted by the Prophet (pbuh). Each morning he would come out from his house, be in the Masjid Al-Nabawi calling for the Imam, and people thought that he had lost his mind. Or he would sit by the roadside and wait for the sound of the footsteps to recognize the Imam. One such day, while he was waiting, he heard someone walking towards him, the sound of his footsteps reminded him of the way the Prophet used to walk. Elated and full of excitement, Jabir stood up, called for the person to inquire about his name.  The youth replied, 'Muhammad', then Jabir asked, “whose son are you?” The youth replied “Ali ibn al-Husain”.  Full of joy and quite excited by now, Jabir concluded right away, that the Prophet’s prediction at last had come true!  He knew then he was talking to Al-Baaqir, and of the accuracy of the prediction.  He is the 5th from Ahlul Bayt, he exclaimed, and lovingly Jabir kissed Al-Baaqir.  His face was beaming with happiness, and he conveyed the message from the Prophet to him!
Jabir Al-Ansaari had a long life, he lived to the ripe age of 94.  He was buried in Mada’in near Baghdad at the banks of the Tigris river.  He died in 78AH/697AD.
Jabir Al-Ansaari narrated about 1,500 Hadiths. After the death of the Holy Prophet Jabir kept busy delivering 
lectures in not only Masjid al-Nabawi, in Medina, but also in far away Egypt and Damascus.  Such leading Tabi’in scholars as Ibn Dinar, Mujahid, and Ata' ibn 

Abi Rabah attended his lectures. People gathered eagerly around him in Damascus and Egypt to learn of the Holy Prophet and his Hadiths.
((((((((((·(((((((((( 
ADVANCE \D 7.20
KHUTBA OF JUMU'AH

Justice and Fairness
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
May we all hold to Taq’wa, which means piety and righteousness, and to obey Allah’s Divine Commands!  Let us choose wisely in this life and heed the consequences of our choices for the hereafter.  May Allah provide us all with the spirit of righteousness and obedience as best means for our salvation.

It is essential that Taq’wa is mentioned in the Khutba of each Friday Prayer.  Taq’wa means piety, righteousness, and self-purity.  Like many topics, to talk about Taq’wa is easy but to practice it can be difficult, may be very difficult.  To be a Muttaqi (meaning a pious person), the person:

1. Must strictly observe his duties towards God (to obey God completely), and 

2. In the mean time to safeguard himself from sins, evilness, and appalling deeds.

We ask Allah to help us be familiar with the straight path, protect ourselves from evilness, and carry out Allah’s Guidance, since this is the way for salvation . 

Our subject is  justice and fairness.  Simply said, justice and fairness mean all people are basically equal in their rights before the Almighty.  Human rights are sacred and they should be treasured; Islam does not admit any individual to have a special privilege, not on account of inheritance, color, affluence, or other parameters.  A Muslim has a moral responsibility to be just and fair in all actions toward others, be they Muslims or non-Muslims: in his dealings with them they are alike.  In everything a Muslim does, he should make certain that his decision is just and fair, and equally impartial for everyone involved.

As a community the Muslim Ummah has a unique responsibility to be just and fair. The Quran in Surah 2 (al-Baqarah), Ayah 143 reminds us:
	“And thus, We Willed that you be a justly balanced Ummah,

to be witness [to the Truth] over mankind,

and so the Messenger be witness over you.”
	وكذلك جعلناكم امة وسطا لتكونوا شهداء على الناس ويكون الرسول عليكم شهيدا


For a person to be a witness over the actions of others requires (to begin with) that he be just, upright, and an upstanding citizen himself. 

In Rasool Allah (Allah’s messenger) we have the unsurpassed model and the best example of how a just person ought to be.  The Holy Quran describes the Prophet (pbuh) in Surah 33 (al-Ahzaab), Ayah 21 in this graceful manner:
	“Verily in the Messenger of Allah [Muhammad] you have the good model for those who look forward to God [Allah] and the Last Day, and remember Allah much.”
	لقد كان لكم في رسول الله اسوة حسنة لمن كان يرجو الله واليوم الاخر وذكر الله كثيرا


Even the Prophet’s worst enemies acknowledged Muhammad as the most honest, just, truthful and trustworthy person.  They knew fully that he maintained the highest standard of integrity and dealt with everyone on equal footing.  Many Jews of Medina brought their affairs and problems to him, knowing that he would always be fair.  Since the Prophet (pbuh) is our luminous example, a Muslim should follow this example as best as he can, thus he would be the example to others, especially in matters of fairness and justice.

After Muhammad (pbuh), another unique example is Imam Ali (a.s.).  To illustrate, we bring the story of Aqeel, Imam Ali’s brother.  When Imam Ali said: “By God, since I possess even a single palm tree in Medina, I will not take anything from Bait al-Maal (Islamic treasury)”.  His older brother Aqeel stood up and said, “Do you then take me equal to a black-skinned person in Medina (Do you mean that my payment from the treasury will be as that of a black man?)?”  Ali retorted, correcting his older brother Aqeel, “Brother remember that you have no superiority over a black man except through Taq’wa (faith and piety).”  In this manner Ali emphasizes an example for a strict sense of justice and fairness, even to his own brother.  In this way Ali shows us how Islam treats people’s rights equally, in the strictest manner.

One summer night Ali’s brother Aqeel invited him to dinner at his modest house.  The aim was for Ali to see the desperate financial condition Aqeel was in.  Aqeel had the expectation for higher salary from the Islamic Treasury (bait al-mal). Ali asked Aqeel after having eaten, “Brother, from which source did you provide this dinner.”  Aqeel replied with some hesitation, “For a few days I and my wife made sure to spend less to save for this invitation, to make a suitable dinner for you.”  Ali answered with resolve, “From now on I will order to decrease your monthly salary in the amount equal to what you have saved.”  Aqeel was exacerbated, and so infuriated he protested.  Calmly Imam Ali picked up a piece of iron, heated it up, and took it to burn Aqeel’s hand.  Being too hot, Aqeel was taken aback screaming, “Watch it! I’ll be hurt!” Ali retorted in a tender but correcting manner, “What a surprise, brother, you are afraid of this heat, a heat provided by me.  Tell me, are you prepared to get burned in Allah’s fire?  Don’t you see, the money and remuneration you are after belong solely to the general public and I am their Trustee.” (See Bihaar Al-Anwaar, Vol. 67, Page 338, Hadith 38.)
Pertaining to this matter Imam Ali has said:
	I have not seen hoarding wealth without 

rights of others being battered by it
	ما رأیت نعمة موفورة  إلاّ وإلی جانبها حقٌ مضیّع


Ali once more said:
	I have not seen any hoarding of wealth without the rights of other people wasted.

No one would remain hungry were it not for rich men getting hold of the poor men’s wealth.


This teaches us by way of advice that we should deal in justice and equity, for Allah is watching over us every moment. A Muslim in the true sense isn’t a threat to others, whether Muslim or non-Muslim, no matter where he is or whatever the circumstance is, for the true Muslim has to deal in fairness and justice. 
Before closing we shall quote a paragraph from the recommendations that Imam Ali gave Muhammad son of Abu Bakr as he appointed him as the Governor of Egypt:  (See Nahjul Balaaghah, Imam Ali (a.s.), Section of Letters, Letter to Muhammad son of Abu Bakr, Letter #27):
	· [As their Governor]:

· … Treat the Egyptians with respect. 

· Be kind and considerate with them. 

· Meet them cheerfully. 

· Be fair, just and impartial in your dealings:  in such a way that even the influential persons dare not take undue advantage of your leniency, and the common man and the poor may not be disappointed in your justice and fair dealings.

· O’ servant of Allah!  Remember that the Almighty Lord will take account of all your misdeeds: be they major or minor, 

· Whether you commit them openly or in secret.  

· If He [Allah] punishes you for your misdeeds, it will not be because of tyranny on his part, 

· And if He forgives you, it is because he is the lord of mercy and the lord of grace.
	فاخفض لهم جناحک   وألن لهم جانبک وابسط لهم وجهک     وآس بینهم فی اللحظة  النظرة
حتی لا یطمع العظماء فی حیفک لهم    ولا ییأس الضعفاء من عدلک علیهم
فانّ الله تعالی یسائلکم  معشر عباده عن الصغیرة من اعمالکم   والکبیرة  والظاهرة والمستورة   فان یعذب فانتم اظلم وان یعف فهو اکرم


For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.

Taq’wa or Piety is a state of God-fearing, or constant God consciousness, and a means to ward off evilness.  We must advise ourselves toward piety and pay heed to our eventuality to the hereafter.  Avoid sin and strive hard to carry out Allah’s orders. 

Preceding each Friday prayer Imam al-Jama’ah must give a short talk called Khutba. This is a sermon often based on verses from the Quran and Hadith, the Traditions about the Prophet (pbuh) and Ahlul-Bayt.  This also deals with daily issues of importance to the people.  Thus religious belief, moral virtues, and the practical laws governing various aspects of man’s behavior may be discussed.  Sometimes the sermon can be political, especially in times of persecution or suffering from tyranny.

We have a lot of verses in the Quran and from the Prophet (pbuh) and the Imams, that emphasize the correct education of the youth.  Allah says in Surah 66 (al-Tahreem), Ayah 6 the following:
	“O you who believe! Ward off from yourselves 
and your families 

the Fire whose fuel shall be men and stones….”
	يا ايها الذين امنوا قوا انفسكم واهليكم نارا وقودها الناس والحجارة عليها ملائكة غلاظ شداد لا يعصون الله ما امرهم ويفعلون ما يؤمرون 


Many parents make the mistake to leave their children’s Islamic teaching to someone else.  Rather, parents must be the first adviser and guider for their children.  A beautiful example of this is in the story of Luqman, Surah 31: Ayah 13:
	“And lo, Luqman spoke thus unto his son, admonishing him:  My son! Join none in worship other than Allah.  Verily, to associate others with Allah is mighty wrong.”
	واذ قال لقمان لابنه وهو يعظه يا بني لا تشرك بالله ان الشرك لظلم عظيم 


Whatever their age children should have good education including religious, ethical and moral guidance to prepare them for the future.  Students have to understand the Islamic values to be able to differentiate the right from the wrong, the true from the false, the correct from incorrect and so forth and so on. In addition, the level of scientific teaching should be improved to an appropriate level.  Without this, the students cannot continue their education in the university and obtain high scientific level, and if so they can’t play a significant role in society. 

We pray as Muslims in sympathy with those suffering harm at the hands of the tyrannical powers, and ask Allah to grant the martyrs great reward, and to grant patience for their families.  There is no doubt that Allah gives victory to Muslims and believers as Allah says in the Quran Surah 17 (al-Israa), Ayah 81: 
	“Declare that the Truth has come and the Falsehood has vanished.  Surely Falsehood is bound to vanish ”
	وقل جاء الحق وزهق الباطل ان الباطل كان زهوقا


Allah says in several verses of the Quran that injustice is the main ingredient in destroying societies, and it is not possible to have and continue a society with injustice, tyranny, repression, and oppression.

 Let us quote some of the sayings of Imam A-Saadiq about Justice: (A-Saadiq, Section of Sayings, Saying #72 and #129 respectively. Published by Islamic reference CD) 
The person who:

· treats others and does not wrong them, 

· speaks without telling lies, and 

· promises without breaking his promise:  

Then:

· this person’s backbiting is forgiven, 

· his manhood is outstanding, 

· his justice is valued, and 

· whose company is a must.

The best of kings is the one who has three traits: Mercy, Generosity, and Justice.

Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba.

((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20

A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Nahjul Balaaghah 


#1
An Overview


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Nahjul Balaaghah 


#2
About Ahlul Bayt 

listnum "WP List 3" \l 1The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Karbala: Chain of Events


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Marriage and Family In Islam


((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Material about Muharram and various subjects.

7. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reach 1200 to 2,000 for each month, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 2,867 so far.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.
((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:
To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
LIFE OF Ahlul Bayt, VOL. 1
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	d
	|
	21.
	b

	2.
	a
	|
	22.
	a

	3.
	b
	|
	23.
	b

	4.
	b
	|
	24.
	c

	5.
	d
	|
	25.
	a

	6.
	d
	|
	26.
	b

	7.
	b
	|
	27.
	c

	8.
	a
	|
	28.
	a

	9.
	c
	|
	29.
	a

	10.
	a
	|
	30.
	b

	11.
	a
	|
	31.
	a

	12.
	b
	|
	32.
	c

	13
	b
	|
	33.
	b

	14.
	a
	|
	34.
	c

	15.
	d
	|
	35.
	c

	16.
	a
	|
	36.
	c

	17.
	b
	|
	37.
	

	18.
	a
	|
	38.
	

	19.
	d
	|
	39.
	

	20.
	a
	|
	40.
	


IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS ABOUT LIFE OF Ahlul Bayt, VOL. 1
1 Describe how the 10 year old Ali became Muslim.

a As Ali entered the house, he heard and saw Muhammad (pbuh) along with Khadija praying.

b Joyously, Ali waited motionless hearing them worshipping.

c Muhammad (pbuh) described how he became Prophet and asked him for Islam.

d a, b, c, + next morning Ali embraced Islam without asking his father’s permission.

2 What did the Prophet (pbuh) nick-name Ali at the battle of Badr?

a Ali’s charge was so ruinous that Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) nicknamed him: The sword of the Almighty.

b Ali’s charge was so ruinous that Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) nicknamed him:  The Lion of Allah, meaning the spirit of a conquering lion.

c The hand of the Almighty.

d The lion of the Islamic Ummah.
3 Describe the feeling of the disbelievers when their hero Amr was slain by Ali in the Ditch Confrontation.

a The spirit of the disbelievers was crushed.
b a + The dispirited disbelievers could not think a general attack was possible.

c The disbelievers were elated.

d The disbelievers were ready to attack immediately in revenge.

4 Describe the effect on the Muslims when Amr was slain by Ali.

a Excitedly the Muslim’s spirits shot sky high.

b Instead of fear and anxiety Muslims had pride and self-confidence + a.

c a + Muslims kept jumping with joy.

d a + Muslims fell on their knees in prayer and deliverance.

5 How was Ali’s leadership in Khaybar?

a Ali was so overwhelming that he slew Marhab, the Jewish leader and Hero, before people could even recognize what was going on.

b a, + As a result the Muslims’ morale grew very high.

c a, b, + People saw Ali holding a heavy door and using it as a shield.

d a, b, c, + The Jewish fighters, frightened and disorderly, retreated then surrendered.
6 What is the significance of Muhammad (pbuh) saying, “Verily, the similitude of Ahlul Bayt is like that of Noah’s ark, he who takes it will have saved himself, and he who ignores it will have drowned.”?

a That Muhammad’s teachings as transmitted by Ahlul Bayt will save us.

b a, + Ahlul Bayt’s teachings are the pure and direct teachings of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) without any change, personal reflections or elucidations.

c To follow Muhammad’s teachings in its pure form will save us.

d a, b, c, + Ahlul Bayt would never compromise Islam.
7 Upon Mecca’s conquest, what did Muhammad (pbuh) and Ali recite when they destroyed the idols in the Ka’ba?

a Prophet Muhammad with Ali’s help began to bring down the idols, one after another.

b a, + They were quoting the Quran together:  “Say: the truth has prevailed, and falsehood has departed verily falsehood is destined to perish.”

c a, + “Say I take refuge in the Lord of mankind”

d a, + “Allah, there is no deity but He, ........  ‘Ayah of Kursi’”
8 Which Ayah was revealed leading to the occasion of Ghadeer Khum.

a ”O’ Messenger!  Declare what has been sent to you, and if you don’t, then you have  not declared Allah’s Message, and Allah will safeguard you from people.”

b “Say!  Allah is One, Allah the Eternal, He begets not nor is He begotten......”

c “Say!  I take refuge in the Lord of the Dawn......”

d “Allah is the light of Heavens and Earth............”

9 Explain what happened at Ghadeer Khum.

a At Ghadeer Khum, the Prophet (pbuh) delivered a profound speech.

b The Prophet stood on an elevation so that the multitude of thousands of people could see and hear him well.

c a + b + With a tone of emphasis the Prophet (pbuh) held Ali for everyone to see and declared his support of Ali.

d Muhammad’s declaration was done in the absence of Ali.

10 Who are those profound in knowledge about the Quran?

a Ahlul Bayt.

b Ahlul Bayt and the wives of the Prophet (pbuh).

c Any Ruler of the Islamic Ummah.

d Any Sahaabi (Companion of the Prophet).

11 Mention a predictive Hadith the Prophet (pbuh) said in regard to Ammar.

a ”Rejoice, O’ Ammar, since it is the wicked camp which will kill you.”

b “Rejoice, O’ Ammar, since you will live a long time.”

c “Rejoice, O’ Ammar, since it is Mu’awiya’s camp which will kill you.”

d “Rejoice, O’ Ammar, since you are on the right path.”
12 How old was Abu Bakr when he became Khalifa?

a 55 year old.

b 61 year old.

c year old.

d 63 year old.

13 What is the reason Ali did not give his allegiance to Abu Bakr at first?

a Because Ali liked the Khilaafah very much.

b Because the Prophet (pbuh) had verbally wanted Ali to be his successor.

c Because Fatima wanted Ali to be the Prophet’s successor.

d a, +  His wife Fatima wanted him to be Khalifa.

14 What was at stake when Imam Ali was bypassed for the Khilaafah?

a Being a Divinely Commissioned Imam, Ali would have ruled, and managed the Ummah just as the Prophet (pbuh) had + b, c, and d.

b Ali was Commissioned by Allah as the Imam, since the Prophet (pbuh) mentioned that in the Ghadeer Khum gathering.

c As it turned out, Khilaafah became temporal administration, and lacked the specific spiritual leadership.

d Khilaafah becoming a rulership, it turned out benevolent (as during the Khulafaa Al-Rashidoon), or autocratic, dictatorial, and wicked (as during the reign of Benu Umayya and Benu Abbas).

15 What is meant by Al-Nass (Designation)?

a Al-Nass means that Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) had designated Ali as the Imam of the Ummah.

b Ali was to follow in the Prophet’s footsteps after the Prophet’s death.

c Al-Nass also means each Imam appoints the one to follow him until the 12th Imam, Al-Mahdi.

d a, b, c, +  Done according to the “Information of Designation” given by Jubra’eel to the Prophet (pbuh).

16 Explain the Ismah.

a Ismah means Allah has safeguarded all the Prophets and the Divinely Commissioned Imams after Prophet Muhammad from Religious error, from sin, and from forgetfulness.

b a, +  And from want.

c a, +  And from demands.

d a, +  And from Virtue.
17 How many slaves was Ali able to free in each month during Khilaafah of Abu Bakr?

a Six.

b Four.

c Two.

d One.

18 Quote a saying of Imam Ali about goodness of character.

a Many a mighty man was ruined by his [poor] character and many a humble one rose to honor and glory on account of [good character].

b Honesty is a Divine tongue.  To fulfill promises is the highest form of integrity.  Truth means conformity of speech with the Divine mode of working. 

c The most effective way of achieving Divine blessing is to harbor universal benevolence for all humanity.  The most effective way of achieving Divine blessing is to pray all the time.

19 Quote a saying of Imam Ali about worship.

a Work for your earthly life as if you will live forever; and work for the Hereafter as if you will die next day.

b The oppressor and the oppressed will both suffer in the Hereafter; the oppressor for his tyranny and the oppressed for accepting it.

c Righteousness left me alone with no companions.

d Oh Allah!  I do not worship Thee because of fear of Hell or greed for Paradise., but I worship Thee because I find Thee worthy [of-the highest] worship.

20 How did Ali view Omar’s Khilaafah?

a Well satisfied.

b Fairly satisfied.

c Not satisfied.

d Half hearted about that.

21 What was the degree of help Ali rendered to Omar?

a During Omar’s reign Ali gave his opinion whenever asked.

b a, +  Shari’ah, Fiqh, Administration, or otherwise there was always Ali to consult.

c a, +  Islamic philosophy, calligraphy, or Management problems.

d a, +  Tafseer, Algebra, Math problems, or otherwise.

22 Who helped Ali in writing the treasure of knowledge during Khilaafah of Omar?

a Al-Hasan.

b Al-Husain.

c Ibn Abbas.

d Jabir Al-Ansaari.

23 How many slaves was Ali able to free during Khilaafah of Omar?

a Approximately 20.

b Approximately 520.

c Approximately 220.

d Approximately 120.

24 Mention a saying of Imam Ali about teaching.

a To respect the learned is to respect Allah.  Knowledge creates fear of Allah.

b Practice makes knowledge perfect.

c To teach is to learn.

d Knowledge kills ignorance.
25 What upset the Ummah about the spoils of war of the North African Battle during the reign of Uthman?

a Unreservedly Uthman gave to Marwan (his relative) a large portion of the spoils of the North African battle.

b Unreservedly Uthman gave to his wife Na’ila a large portion of the spoils of the North African battle.

c Unreservedly Uthman gave to Ali a large portion of the spoils of the North African battle.

d Unreservedly Uthman gave to Al-Hasan and Al-Husain a large portion of the spoils of the North African battle.

26 Describe Ali’s feeling about the Ummah during the last years of Uthman.

a Ali worried about the future of the Islamic nation; there was much at stake.

b a, +  Ali was pained because Uthman left matters to his Secretary of State, Marwan!

c a, b, c, +  Ali was pained because Uthman did not take his advise.

d a, b, c, +  Ali was pained because Uthman did not listen to any advice.

27 Mention 3 points Ali was worried about during the last years of Uthman.

a The many “millionaires” that had emerged, such as Talha, Zubair, and Ibn Auf.

b a, +  Many of the corrupt governors of Benu Umayya who were Uthman’s appointees.

c a, b, +  The suffering masses.

d a, b, +  The suffering Benu Umayya.

28 Who was dispatched to defend Uthman?

a Al-Hasan and Al-Husain.

b Most of the Sahaaba.

c Most of the youth of Medina.

d Most of the youth of Mecca.

29 Who got wounded in defense of Uthman?

a Al-Hasan, wounded by an arrow as he was defending Uthman’s house.

b Al-Husain, wounded by an arrow as he was defending Uthman’s house.

c Both Al-Hasan and Al-Husain were wounded by an arrow.

d Al-Hasan, wounded by a fistfight with the angry mob.

30 Mention a saying of Ali about good will.

a There is no evil greater than falsehood.

b It is Allah’s desire that every man should have goodwill toward the rest of humanity.

c a, +  Lack of forgiveness in a man is his greatest shortcoming, and vindictiveness is the worst of transgressions.

d a, +  Enhance your worthiness by overlooking matters of inconsequence.

31 Mention a saying of Ali about ignorance.

a The greatest ignorance for man is his ignorance of his own self.

b a, +  Every kind of excess in praise or blame is due to one’s overindulgence and this is folly.

c a, +  The sense of shame dissuades one from disgraceful acts.

d a, +  Good manners are an evidence of noble descent.

32 Describe Ali’s home.

a Ali’s home, unlike that of Uthman’s, was unpretentious and very modest, it was plain and ordinary.

b a, +  Ali purposely avoided material indulgence, but his house was the richest in Islamic enlightenment.

c a, b, +  Ali’s house was near the Mosque where Muhammad (pbuh) was buried.

d Ali’s home was luxuriously rich and opulent since he was the Khalifa.

33 What was the first insurgency against Ali?

a Insurgency by Mu’awiya.

b Insurgency by A’isha, Talha, and Zubair.

c Insurgency by Marwan.

d Ibn Sar’h.

34 Describe the meeting between Ali and Zubair during the Jamal Confrontation.

a Zubair was a family relative of Ali and a close friend.

b Ali tried hard to dissuade Zubair from warring.

c a, b, +  Ali reminded Zubair of what the Prophet (pbuh) had said about this occasion 26 years back.

d a, b, +  Ali reprimanded Zubair of what he was about to do.
35 What kind of government did Ali have?

a Ali’s government was not bureaucratic, it was simple, having a few people in the administration.

b a, +  Ali watched the administration of every Governor and appointee like a hawk.

c a, b, +  Kufa was bustling in his time, it was the nerve center of much activity.

d a, b, +  Kufa was in a high inflationary cycle and people were complaining.
36 Explain the importance of the role of Ammar in Siffin Battle.

a The 93 year old Ammar, (Companion of the Prophet (pbuh), charged fearlessly, repeating, “Follow me to Heavens, follow me to Heavens,”

b a, +  Fighters followed fighting bravely.

c a, b, +  The Prophet had earlier (by 31 years) said to Ammar: “Rejoice O’ Ammar, since it is the wickedly malicious party that will kill you.”

d The Prophet (pbuh) had said to Ammar 5 years back, “Rejoice O’ Ammar, since it is the wickedly malicious party that will kill you.
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Darul Salam Center, Inc., 
PRIVATE 
P.O. Box 4355, 
Rockville, MD 20849, 
Phone:  (301)738-2343 (703)941-4779, Fax:  (301)738-2337. Website: darulsalam.org
After a lull of 3 months:
Darul Salam resumed its activities after a lull of 3 months.   The Eid al-Fitr was celebrated as usual in Comfort Inn.  The occasion was well attended, and the person of the year award was given to Dr. Ali Al-Attar for his tireless activities on behalf of Darul Salam.  Prayer was conducted by Maulana Al-Aragy, and it was followed by lunch.  This was followed by a magician entertainment program for one hour, to entertain the children as well as the parents.  This was then followed by distributing gifts brought by parents for their children who received them cheerfully and with excitement.
It is worthy of note that the money for Fitra (Zakat al-Eid) was forwarded to benefit the Widows and Orphans in Southern Iraq.  It is said that one million orphans are the result of explosions and destruction in Iraq at the present time!!
Dinner and Poetry to help Widows and Orphans:


Darul Salam held a memorable night for dinner at Maggiano’s restaurant.  The occasion was well attended, (actually overbooked by 15 persons!).  Total attended were 95 persons.  The $100.00 a plate attracted many to enjoy hearing poetry recited by the poet himself.  The poet (Abdul Hasan Zalzala) came from Canada for the occasion, he is a well known figure in the Iraqi political circles as well as the Arab League.   He was so gracious as to give the two volumes of his poetry books to each participant gratis.

The occasion was attended by the Iraqi Ambassador, the Cultural Attache of the embassy, as well as other personalities.  The atmosphere was cheerful and congenial.  It brought together many friends who had not had the occasion to see each other for some time.


The proceeds of the occasion was to help the Widows and Orphans in Southern Iraq.  A number of people contributed further, specifically to support the endeavor.  May God bless them all.
Widows and Orphans:

Because of the enormous destruction taking place due to the terrorists in Iraq, about up to 100 widows every day are added to the total.  It is said that One Million Orphans are in  destitute conditions.  Because of this, Darul Salam has actively tried to help and direct any contributions or money available to South of Iraq.  Money from:

1. Fitria of Ramadhan,   فطريه
2. Fitra of Eid al-Fitr,     فطره  
3. Dhabiha of Eid al-Adha, أضحيه  
4. Contributions as such, 

5. Fund raising proceeds 
6. When unable to fast,   الكفاره
7. Zakat,  الزكاة
8. Performing Salat for one year for the soul of dear one (father, mother or others):  الصلاة بالنيابه
are sent to help these disadvantaged desperate people.  Many of these can hardly afford eating meat except for once or twice a month.  They had needed kerosene lamps, blankets, cloths, heaters, propane gas to cook with, shoes and other simple requirements.   The need is massive, and the proceeds are meager.  The help is highly appreciated.  

The distribution is made by 10 persons.   They Email us about the details of the distribution and this receipt is mailed to those who had contributed so that they learn who the beneficiaries were.

This humanitarian outreach to help the Iraqis is evolving to be the magnificent and honorable task carried out by Darul Salam.  Hopefully more will come out in the near future, God Willing.

	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH
One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.



	AL-MUSAWWIR



    The perfect artist who gives everything the most beautiful form is al-Musawwir. He is the one who, without using any model, shapes everything in the most perfect shape. No two things are the same-look at your finger-prints. Each and every creation is a choice creation, an expression of Allah's infinite beneficence and wisdom.

These three beautiful names of Allah (The Creator, the Maker of Perfect Harmony, and the Shaper of Unique Beauty), are the attributes of Allah that are manifested in the nearest and liveliest way in man. Man makes, builds, shapes beautiful and useful things manifesting these at himself--but he misjudges.

    The artist says that he "creates" beauty. The engineer “invents" a flying machine. They think that it is they who do this.  They even forget, the other men who might claim that they “created" the paint and the brush, and the sciences of geometry, physics, and mathematics, without whose “crea​tion” their "creation" could not have been possible. They forget about the sources that produced the materials for that "creation."

    Who created the mind, the eyes, and the hands that put all this together? That which man makes depends on many conditions, materials and helpers. Allah's creative act does not depend on any model, material, time, tool, helper, or anything else. When He creates, He says Kun, "Be!" and a whole universe becomes. Allah's treasure is between two letters: K and "N"--or between "B" and "E." What man must do, instead of claiming to be a "creator," is to try to see the divine power of creativity. He should try to lead others who seek to find Allah al-Khaliq, al-Bari', al-Musawwir, and help them to find Him through His creative manifestations.

“Abd al-Musawwir” is the maker of things in accordance with the beauty, manifest in all that Allah has created, because no beauty is possible in opposition to the beauty created by Allah or other than it.

	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	(Tomorrow (on the Day of Judgment), closest to me in station will be those of you, who are true of word, trustworthy as custodians, reliable in promises, noble in disposition and are friendly with people.

(The one who gives up this world for the Hereafter and the one who neglects the Hereafter for this world are not one of us.


	SAYINGS OF IMAM ALI, the 1st Imam

	(O people know that the maturity in religion lies in the pursuit of knowledge and putting it into practice.  Indeed!  The pursuit of knowledge is more incumbent upon you than endeavor for livelihood; for, your livelihood has been apportioned and guaranteed by the Just One and will be provided to you.  Knowledge is stored with its possessors and you have been commanded to acquire it from them.
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