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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 7,067 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 77 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project


Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.
((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
عبد الله بن رواحه 
الصحابي الجليل
ABDULLAH ibn RAWAAHA 
The Great Sahaabi
(The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 

When the Prophet (pbuh) met secretly with the Medina’s delegation on the outskirts of Mecca (away from the disbelievers of the Quraish), twelve representatives of the Ansaar took an oath of allegiance in the first Pledge of Aqaba, one of them was `Abd Allah Ibn Rawaaha.  Thus he was one of them who ushered Islam to Medina, paving the way for the Hijrah, which is considered a springboard for Allah’s religion, Islam. 

Ibn Rawaaha was again one of the 73 Ansaars who gave the Prophet (pbuh) the Second Pledge of Aqaba in the following year. After the Prophet (pbuh) and his Companions emigrated to settle in Medina, Ibn Rawaaha was most active of the Ansaars to support the thriving religion.

Ibn Rawaaha was also a scribe for the Prophet, at a time in which illiteracy was the norm. He was a poet too, and his poetry flowed with admirable fluency and strength. Ever since he embraced Islam he devoted his poetic genius to its service. The Prophet (pbuh) not only admired his poetry but gently would ask of him to recite more. One day, sitting among his Companions, the Prophet saw Ibn Rawaaha joining them, so he asked him, “How do you compose a poem?” He replied, “First I think about its subject matter, then I recite.” And with that he immediately recited:

Oh the good descendants of Aali Hashim

Allah raised you to the highest station

Of which you are worthy above mankind.

My intuition made me realize

You surpass and outshine in your nature,

Contrary to the disbelievers, I belief in you.

If you ask some of them for support and help,

They would down turn you.

May Allah establish the good that descends

On you firmly

And bestow victory upon you as He did to Prophet Musa.”
The Prophet (pbuh) was elated and said, “May Allah enhance you too.” When the Prophet was circumambulating the Ka’ba in the compensatory Omrah, ibn Rawaaha recited to him:

“Were it not for Allah, we would not have been

Guided to the Right path nor be charitable

Nor able to perform our prayers.

So descend, Oh peace of mind and reassurance,

On us and establish firmness

When we meet our enemy, in combat. 

If our oppressors try to spread affliction, 

trial, and unrest, Ibn Rawaaha among us

We will give no respite for them or a means.”
Muslims reiterated his graceful lines. When Islam rose up in arms in self-defense, Ibn Rawaaha participated in all battles: Badr, Ohod, Al-Khandaq, Al Hudaibiya, and Khaybar. His perpetual slogan was the lines of poetry: ‘’O my soul, death is certain, so let it be martyrdom.”

He would shout at the disbelievers in every battle, “O disbelievers, get out of my way, my Prophet is the high above in qualities.”

For the battle of Mu’ta, he was to be the third of the Commanders after Zaid and Ja’far, the brother of Ali. When about to leave Medina, Ibn Rawaaha recited: 

“I truly ask of the Most High, to forgive

and a mortal stroke of a sword

that will strike me down

Foaming or a mortal stab

with a spear by a vicious disbeliever

that will make my intestine and liver 

get out of me. So that

when people pass by my grave,

they will say: By Allah, you are

the warrior most glorious and virtuous!”
The army of 3000 Muslims marched towards Mu’ta. When they saw their enemy, they estimated them at 100,000, for they saw endless waves of humanity. The Muslims glanced back at their small number and were stunned. Some of them suggested, “Let us send a message to the Prophet (pbuh) to tell him of the enormity of the enemy so he may either order us to wait for reinforcements or to pierce through the enemy lines.”

However, Ibn Rawaaha stood amidst the lines of the army and said: “O my people, by Allah, we do not fight our enemies with numbers, strength or equipment, but rather with this religion which Allah has honored us with. So go right ahead: it is either one of two equally good options, victory or martyrdom.” The Muslims, though smaller in number but greater in faith, shouted back, “By Allah, you spoke the truth.” And they charged mightily, the fight was terribly fierce and ferocious. 

The three leaders of the Muslims were so out​numbered and so overwhelmed that they were killed one after another.  Ja'far, was one of them, he was the Prophet's cousin and Ali's brother, and who had just returned from Abyssinia.  He became the standard bearer.  When his arm was cut, he fought with the other.  When both arms were cut, he held the flag with the stumps of his arms, until he fell from the numerous wounds he received. Ibn Rawaaha took over the command and grabbed the standard from Ja’far, to face the mighty hordes of Heracleus. As a soldier Ibn Rawaaha attacked heedlessly and confidently, but now as a commander, 

the army’s safety fell on his shoulders. He was, for a moment, overtaken by hesitation and dread which he shook off then cried out, “O my soul, you look as if you were afraid to cross the way to Paradise. O my soul, I took an oath to fight. O my soul, death is inevitable, so you better be martyred. Now I will experience it. What you have craved for so long is finally yours. So go ahead, Oh soul! for if you follow these two heroes, you will be guided to the way of Paradise.” He meant the two heroes who had preceded him in martyrdom, Zaid and Ja’far. He darted into the Roman armies, fiercely and ferociously. He was martyred, yet his pure, valiant spirit was raised to heaven above. His wish finally came true, so that “When people pass by my grave, they will say: By Allah you are the warrior, glorious and righteous!’

When the day was over, the fight came to a halt.  It was almost certain that the Muslims had a sleepless night worrying what the next day would be like.  But by the next day, Khalid Ibn al-Walid, taking command, used special tactics, in which he scared the huge Roman army.  As a result, no fighting took place.  The Roman's kept to their side, hoping they would not be attacked by such a zealous determined people.  Since no fighting broke out that day, the Muslims were able to withdraw cautiously but happily, thus they were saved from certain annihilation.

What a glorious journey it must have been! What a glorious succession! They marched to conquer, and the path was to Paradise. The best salute to immortalize their memory rests in the Prophet’s words: “They were raised up to await me in Paradise.” 
((((((((((·((((((((((
ADVANCE \D 7.20
KHUTBA OF JUMU'AH

Islam, the Universal Divine Religion
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
May we all practice Taq’wa (righteousness), and to connect with God and obey His divine commands!  Let us be heedful of our choices in this life and their likely consequences in eternity in the hereafter.  Let us be aware of our final destination, our eventual end into the everlasting life.  May Allah provide us all with the spirit of righteousness by way of His divine obedience as best thing for our salvation.

Weakness of the faith in Divine religion (in a real sense) is an important issue in the present age.  In this era, despite or because of the enormous progress in science and technology, we are faced with a crisis in commitment in faith, its depth, and belief itself. 

Let us make a comparative discussion about Islam and Christianity.  We all know that Islam is a universal religion; it is for all people, in all places, and for all times.  Though as far as Christian fundamental message and teachings are concerned, the religion of Jesus was not different from Islam, yet Christianity did not contain comprehensive and complete guidance for all aspects of man’s life for all ages.

During antiquity when different races lived in more or less complete isolation, God sent different Prophets to different peoples.   Jesus was one of these Prophets.  He was the Messiah of the Israelites.  In a separate manner each nation was guided by its national Prophet.  However, with the passage of centuries, the time became ripe to raise a Prophet with the Divine Message to the whole world, i.e. to be universal.

Thus God raised Prophet Muhammad to represent the essential message of all the Prophets.  The Message to Muhammad amalgamated all previous religious traditions into a single universal faith.  It united the people of numerous nations into a single world-wide brotherhood.  The Message to Muhammad (pbuh) gave the world a complete code of life for the entire humanity.

To establish the Truth of Islam, Prophet Muhammad did not resort to miracles to win over the few who witness them, but fail to carry conviction to those of subsequent generations.  Instead, the appeal of his religion is to use Reason and Conscience of man.   To carry the Truth home to us the Quran, besides other matters, draws our attention in particular to:

· the phenomena (signs or marvels) of nature, 

· the lessons of history, and 

· the teachings and experiences of the previous Prophets of various nations. 

The Holy Quran enjoins what is uniformly inspiring, edifying and practical for peoples of all nations and times.  The religious and moral teachings of Islam are of universal nature.  In considering the proposition that Islam is the universal religion, we must bear in mind the following facts:

Firstly, the mission of other Prophets was only for their own nations, but Prophet Muhammad was entrusted with a Message for all nations, all over the earth.  From the very beginning of his ministry Muhammad (pbuh) addressed himself to all humanity.  It was revealed to him, as the Holy Quran says in Surah 21 (al-Anbiya’), Ayah 107:
	“We sent thee not but as Mercy unto The worlds.”
	وَمَا أَرْسَلْنَاكَ إِلَّا رَحْمَةً لِّلْعَالَمِينَ 


The Holy Quran also says in Surah 7 (al-A’raaf), Ayah 158:
	“[O’ Muhammad], Say to mankind: I am the Messenger of God 

to you all —the Messenger of Him to whom belongs the Kingdom of the heavens and the earth. 

There is no divinity except Him…”
	قُلْ يَا أَيُّهَا النَّاسُ إِنِّي رَسُولُ اللّهِ إِلَيْكُمْ جَمِيعًا الَّذِي لَهُ مُلْكُ السَّمَاوَاتِ وَالأَرْضِ لا إِلَـهَ إِلاَّ هُوَ...


Secondly the Christians acknowledge only the Prophets of Israel.  But Islam says that it would be a denial of the universal providence of God to assert that Prophets were raised only in one nation.  According to the Holy Quran, God is the Lord and cherisher of all the worlds.  He has made no discrimination between nations in sending His revelations.  He has raised Prophets among all the nations of the globe.  The same religion was revealed to all the Prophets. The Holy Quran says in Surah 35 (Faatir), Ayah 24:
	“Verily We have sent thee [O’ Muhammad] in the Truth; 

as a bearer of glad tidings, and a warner: 

for there never was a people but a warner was sent to them.”
	إِنَّا أَرْسَلْنَاكَ بِالْحَقِّ بَشِيرًا وَنَذِيرًا وَإِن مِّنْ أُمَّةٍ إِلَّا خلَا فِيهَا نَذِيرٌ


 And quoting other verses, the Quran says in Surah 40 (Mu’min), Ayah 78:
	“Verily we have sent Messengers before thee [O’ Muhammad]. 

There are those among them We have related to you, 

and there are those We have not related to You….”
	وَلَقَدْ أَرْسَلْنَا رُسُلًا مِّن قَبْلِكَ مِنْهُم مَّن قَصَصْنَا عَلَيْكَ وَمِنْهُم مَّن لَّمْ نَقْصُصْ عَلَيْكَ….


In fact Prophet Muhammad had come to finish off, not to destroy, the work of the earlier Prophets.  He told his followers to have faith in the Prophets of all the nations, as attested in Surah 2 (al-Baqarah), Ayah 136: 
	“Say [O’ Muslims]: We believe in Allah and that which has been revealed unto us and that which was revealed unto Abraham, and Ismail, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the tribes, and in what Moses and Jesus received, and what was given to the Prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and unto God we do submit.”
	قُولُواْ آمَنَّا بِاللّهِ وَمَآ أُنزِلَ إِلَيْنَا وَمَا أُنزِلَ إِلَى إِبْرَاهِيمَ وَإِسْمَاعِيلَ وَإِسْحَقَ وَيَعْقُوبَ وَالأسْبَاطِ وَمَا أُوتِيَ مُوسَى وَعِيسَى وَمَا أُوتِيَ النَّبِيُّونَ مِن رَّبِّهِمْ لاَ نُفَرِّقُ بَيْنَ أَحَدٍ مِّنْهُمْ وَنَحْنُ لَهُ مُسْلِمُونَ


Third point is that Islam, and not Christianity, gives total guidance for all aspects and conditions of life, individual as well as social, national as well as international.  Following Jesus by about five centuries the spirit of Truth appeared in the person of Prophet Muhammad to convey the truth to all mankind.  God revealed to Muhammad (pbuh), in Surah 5 (al-Maa’ida), Ayah 3:
	“…This day have I perfected for you your religion and have completed My favor on you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion…”
	... الْيَوْمَ أَكْمَلْتُ لَكُمْ دِينَكُمْ وَأَتْمَمْتُ عَلَيْكُمْ نِعْمَتِي وَرَضِيتُ لَكُمُ الإِسْلاَمَ دِينًا...


 From the Holy Quran’s point of view there has been one Divine religion from beginning to end.  All Prophets had the same mission and they essentially preached the same message.  Their basic principles called religion were the same.  Their teachings differed only in rules, technique of worship (rituals) and subsidiary matters of secondary importance.  These varied according to the requirements of the time, the peculiarities of the surrounding environment, and the characteristics of the people whom these Prophets addressed.

It should also be emphasized that there exists a big difference between the Prophets and the great philosophers and other outstanding social leaders.  Each eminent philosopher has had his own school.  That is why so many schools of philosophy have existed in the world.   In contrast, the Prophets have always corroborated with the Prophets that preceded them, and never contradicted each other.  Had any one of the Prophets lived in the time and environment of another Prophet, he would have preached the rules of law and conduct similar to those preached by the latter. 

The Holy Quran declares expressly that the Prophets form one single series.  The earlier Prophets foretold about the later ones, and the later Prophets acknowledged the earlier ones.  The Holy Quran calls the Divine religion Islam and described it as a continuous process from Adam to the last Prophet. This does not mean that the divine religion has always been known by this name.  What is meant is that Islam is the best word to describe the nature of this religion.  That is why the Holy Quran says in Surah 3 (Aali Imran), Ayah 19:
	“There is no doubt that the only true faith in Allah’s sight is Islam”
	إِنَّ الدِّينَ عِندَ اللّهِ الإِسْلاَمُ ( ...


Finally, I pray to God to illuminate our hearts with the light of faith and fill them with love for Him and His Prophets, and also pray Allah to grant us a good end in life, and grant our sick ones a speedy recovery, our dead ones salvation, and to guide Muslims and believers for salvation in this world and in the next world. 

For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.

An important issue in the present day is the weakness in faith but more importantly a creeping weakness of faith and piety.  We are faced with the question of, what is the real purpose of life?  Is life only to live for so many years concentrating on maximum pursuit of pleasure and self satisfaction, or even lustful [carnal] passions?

Humans by nature glorify power; whether in being a hero, leader, king, champion, or a superpower.  But the true power in  religious sense is God or Allah, to whom without a doubt we are connected.  A connection with the Almighty gives us security, peace of mind, serenity, and happiness of heart.  German psychoanalyst Eric Frown says: “you can find no one without a religion including agnostics who follow some moral principles which they call ethics; I call it religion”. (Referred to by Mutah’hari, Spiritual Discourses, Page 52.)
Faith is a part of our innate nature and for this reason we have a feeling of connections with our creator, Almighty God or Allah.  As a matter of fact, the Holy Quran says in Surah 13 (al-Ra’ad), Ayah 28:
	“Those who believe and whose hearts find rest in remembrance of Allah, 

verily, it is in the remembrance of God [that men’s] hearts find rest.”
	الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ وَتَطْمَئِنُّ قُلُوبُهُم بِذِكْرِ اللّهِ أَلاَ بِذِكْرِ اللّهِ تَطْمَئِنُّ الْقُلُوبُ


 This is not limited to the individual affairs.  Islam stresses moral values on both the individual and the society; indeed moral values are the corner stone of every healthy society.  Personal improvement rests on three main factors: 

1. The recognition of God as the only deity and master of the universe. 

2. The submission to God and obedience to Him, and to worship Him and perform all the required rituals. 

3. The continuous invocation of God and remembering Him, which is the best way to preserve the individual’s moral values. 

Worshiping the Almighty as the only master and creator of the universe is the only road to salvation and happiness for human beings, that is why Allah says in the Holy Quran in Surah 51 (al-Thariyat), Ayah 56:
	“And [tell them O’ Muhammad]:   I have not created the Jin and mankind except to worship Me [Allah].”
	وَمَا خَلَقْتُ الْجِنَّ وَالْإِنسَ إِلَّا لِيَعْبُدُونِ


 The main reason behind this creation is to recognize and connect with God Almighty as the Lord and Master of the universe.  For this very reason God created man with all the necessary talent, to be able to search for Him, recognize Him, and glorify Him.  To facilitate this job, God has invested man with the power of distinction, to differentiate the good from the obscene. To complete man’s understandings of the reality, Prophets were sent to guide and direct man towards God and prevent him from deviation. 

Fortunately, in Islam we have many good models.  The Holy Prophet (pbuh) and Imams (a.s.) are the best models.  We can study them and learn from them, and emulate their deeds in our lives.  The character of the Prophet and the Imams is the best model for mankind in all ages.  The Prophet and all of Imams were against evilness, tyranny, oppression, injustice, corruption and falsehood.  The Prophet and the Imams knew that their adversaries were against good values, so they stood against them steadfastly. 

We ask Allah to help us do our duties as Muslims, to be in the right path, and to obtain salvation in this world and the Hereafter.  Also we pray to Allah to help all oppressed people in the world. 

Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba.

((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20

A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 

listnum "WP List 3" \l 1The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Karbala: Chain of Events


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Marriage and Family In Islam


QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Material about Muharram and various subjects.

8. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reach 3,000 to 3,500 for each month, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 5,540 as of 8-31-07.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:
To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
IBADAT
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	C
	|
	21.
	D

	2.
	A
	|
	22.
	D

	3.
	B
	|
	23.
	C

	4.
	A
	|
	24.
	D

	5.
	D
	|
	25.
	C

	6.
	A
	|
	26.
	A

	7.
	D
	|
	27.
	D

	8.
	A
	|
	28.
	B

	9.
	D
	|
	29.
	A

	10.
	C
	|
	30.
	A

	11.
	D
	|
	31.
	A

	12.
	C
	|
	32.
	D

	13
	A
	|
	33.
	D

	14.
	B
	|
	34.
	A

	15.
	C
	|
	35.
	B

	16.
	B
	|
	36.
	B

	17.
	C
	|
	37.
	C

	18.
	D
	|
	38.
	C

	19.
	B
	|
	39.
	D

	20.
	A
	|
	40.
	A


 ((((((((((·((((((((((
IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.

((((((((((·((((((((((
IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS ABOUT IBADAT
1. Why is the oneness of Allah the Almighty the most important point in Islam?

a. Because Allah (swt) said so in the Holy Quran.

b. The Oneness of Allah is the basis of faith in Islam.

c. Prophet Muhammad said that in a Hadith + a and b.

d. So that we feel we are individualistic.
2. The attributes of Allah the Almighty are thirteen, four of them are:

a. Mighty, Just, Limitless Knowledge, Omnipresent. 

b. Merciful, Holy, Gracious, Distant.

c. May be in need of: sleep, food, water, rest.

d. Perceiver, Hearer, Helper.
3. What is Halal?

a. Something not allowed in Islam.

b. Something allowed Islamicly.

c. Something allowed Islamicly only in Ramadhan.

d. Something encouraged in Islam.
4. Is Friday Salat preferably done in a group?

a. Yes, in congregation.

b. No, alone always.

c. Yes, sometimes in congregation.

d. Yes, every once in a while.
5. What parts of the body have to be washed during the Wudu?

a. Washing hands and face.

b. Washing arms up to the elbows.

c. Wiping head and feet to the ankles.

d. All the above.
6. What is Salat Nafal?

a. An optional Salat.

b. An obligatory Salat.

c. A Salat done on Jumu’ah.

d. A Salat done in congregation.
7. What is Salat of Janaaza?

a. A prayer for someone who is born.

b. A prayer for a martyr.

c. A prayer for our relatives.

d. A prayer for someone who had just died.
8. What is a Rak'a?

a. A portion of Salat?

b. A Surah in the Holy Quran.

c. A Prophet's name.

d. A voluntary part of Salat.
9. How many Rak'as are there for Maghrib Salat?

a. Six.

b. Two.

c. Four.

d. Three.
10. How will a girl dress when she wants to pray?

a. Put on her cleanest, best looking dress.

b. Covers everything, except face.

c. b above + hands and feet.

d. In shorts.
11. Why do we fast?

a. Moses ordered the duty of fasting.

b. Muhammad (pbuh) ordered it.

c. Angel Jibreel ordered it.

d. Almighty Allah (swt) ordered it.
12. Can a child try to fast?

a. No, he or she should not.

b. Yes if capable.

c. Yes if capable, on trial basis.

d. Only boys should, since fasting is manly.
13. When people in North America fast during the winter months, will people in South America fast at the same time?

a. Yes, though it is summer over there.

b. No, they don't have too.

c. Sometimes.

d. Every once in a while.
14. What do we call it when we break the fast?

a. Suhoor.

b. Iftaar.

c. Ibadat.

d. Iman.
15. What is Suhoor?

a. Surah in the Holy Quran.

b. Hadith.

c. The last meal before the fast of the day.

d. The name of mid-Ramadhan prayer.
16. What is Taraweeh Prayer?

a. A night Salat in Muharram.

b. A Salat done every night in Ramadhan.

c. A night in Dhul-Hijjah.

d. A prayer done by Ali (a.s.).
17. What is Leilatul-Qadr (Night of power)?

a. Religiously the most important night.

b. The angels are commanded to descend with blessings.

c. A night of intensified worship + a and b.

d. A night when our powers of thinking is increased miraculously, + b.
18. What do you sacrifice during the month of Ramadhan?

a. Our wishes and need to eat.

b. Our wishes and need to drink.

c. Our routine of every-day living.

d. All the above out of obedience to Allah. 
19. During Ramadhan we watch our manners and conduct carefully. Is that one way Islam teaches us to be good?

a. This is one of two ways + c.

b. This is one of the ways + c.

c. Practice on the spot is the best way.

d. This is the way, always.
20. Are we obliged to compensate for the days not fasted if we were sick during Ramadhan?

a. Yes, it is required.

b. Not often.

c. If you feel like it.

d. No need to.
21. Why should a lady not fast when she is pregnant?

a. Religiously she does not have to.

b. The baby needs nourishment.

c. She may get sick.

d. All the above.
22. How do you give the Zakat?

a. Directly to the poor.

b. To an Imam who distributes it to those who qualify.

c. To the proper organization.

d. One of the above.
23. How does Zakat help the community?

a. It helps the needy to a great extent.

b. It helps the giver by purifying his earnings.

c. a and b above.

d. None of the above.
24. When you give the Zakat, is it a favor to the poor or an honor to give?

a. Religious favor.

b. Religious honor.

c. Both a and b.

d. Religious duty.
25. Can you help in other ways other than giving Zakat?

a. Sadaqah.

b. Khums.

c. a and b above.

d. None of the above.

26. Is it better to keep your good acts from being advertised?

a. Yes, since we want to please Allah.

b. No, since we want to put the credit where it belongs.

c. Yes, every once in a while.

d. Half and half.
27. If a person cannot afford to go to Mecca, is he or she still supposed to go to Haj?

a. No, of course not.

b. Yes, but of course he or she should try.

c. No, since Islam is the religion of mercy.

d. No, as long as he or she cannot afford it.

28. If a person is too old or very sick, is he or she obliged to do Haj?

a. Yes.

b. No, there is no obligation.

c. Maybe.

d. If he wants to.

29. How many people usually go to Haj every year?

a. Millions in this day and age.

b. Thousands.

c. Hundreds of thousands.

d. Tens of thousands.

30. Do you see all kinds of people during Haj, be they black, white, or other colors?

a. Yes, we see all colors.

b. No, only one color.

c. Sometimes three colors.

d. Mostly blacks and whites.
31. How do people dress while doing the Haj?

a. All the same, plain manner.

b. Dress up in a fancy way for the occasion.

c. In shorts, since it is hot over there.

d. Very formal.

32. What do we learn from the Haj?

a. See Allah's glorious commands applied.

b. Feel brotherhood of man.

c. Experience true human equality.

d. all the above and more.
33. Other than the many advantages, do you feel closer to Prophet Muhammad and the Companions when you are doing the Haj?

a.  Yes, very much so.

b. Yes, if I know the Islamic history well.

c. Yes, by simply being there.

d. All the above.
34. What is Sa’iy?

a. Going between Safa and Marwa during Haj.

b. Going to Mecca.

c. Going around the Ka'ba seven times.

d. Visiting Safa and Marwa.
35. What is Omrah?

a. Doing a mini Haj.

b. Doing Haj not at the designated time.

c. Doing the second Haj.

d. A companion of the Prophet (pbuh).
36. Is Propagating the Virtue a fundamental duty on every Muslim?

a. Usually.

b. Yes, it certainly is.

c. Not so.

d. Maybe.
37. Is explaining about Islam to your friends a form of good deeds?

a. Yes, but it is hard to do.

b. No.

c. Yes for sure.

d. Maybe.
38. When Islam is attacked by some people who are ignorant about it, and if you correct them, have you done a good deed then?

a. No.

b. Yes, to some extent.

c. Yes, it is one of the best deeds.

d. Maybe.
39. What do we mean by prohibiting evil?

a. Preventing evil doing.

b. Discouraging trouble making.

c. Prohibiting bad things.

d. All the above.
40. Is discouraging evil an important religious duty?

a. Yes very important.

b. Not so.

c. So so.

d. Maybe.
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Darul Salam and Ramadhan
Darul Salam congratulates all Muslims on the occasion of Ramadhan. This year members of Darul Salam will join Imam Ali’s Center and Imam Al-Mahdi’s Center in the rituals of the month.

The rituals consist of Maghrib Prayer, Iftaar, Ishaa Prayer, then reading of the Holy Quran.  This will be followed by reading of Du’aa Iftitah, and maybe a speech.  Also celebrated are occasions, such as:

· Birthday of Imam Al-Hasan on the 15th of Ramadhan.  Other occasions are commemorated, such as: 
1. The fatal wounding of Imam Ali (while he was in Prayer) on the night of 19th of Ramadhan.  
2. This is followed by the 1st occasion of Leilatul Qadr, when Imam Ali died of his wound. 
3. Then on the 23rd of Ramadhan, the 2nd occasion of  Leilatul Qadr. 
Two extremely powerful Du’aas are read during Ramadhan: Du’aa Iftitah, and Du’aa Jawshan Al-Kabir. Other Du’aas can be read, but in congregation, these two Du’aas are the favorite.

What is Du’aa Iftitah?
Du’aa Iftitah was composed by Imam Al-Mahdi.  It is very powerful, poetic, appeals to the Almighty for forgiveness and implores Him for our welfare and the wellbeing of all Muslims and the Islamic Ummah.
Du’aa Iftitah is read every day during Ramadhan, in congregation, often 2 or 3 people participate in reading parts of it, until it is finished.  If interested, you can download it from the internet (English translation included) by: www.duas.org It starts by the following:
	اَللّـهُمَّ اِنّي اَفْتَتِحُ الثَّناءَ بِحَمْدِكَ، وَاَنْتَ مُسَدِّدٌ لِلصَّوابِ بِمَّنِكَ، وَاَيْقَنْتُ اَنَّكَ اَنْتَ اَرْحَمُ الرّاحِمينَ في مَوْضِعِ الْعَفْوِ وَالرَّحْمَةِ، وَاَشَدُّ الْمُعاقِبينَ في مَوْضِعِ النَّكالِ وَالنَّقِمَةِ، وَاَعْظَمُ الْمُتَجَبِّرِينَ في مَوْضِعِ الْكِبْرياءِ وَالْعَظَمَةِ،

	O Allah, I begin glorifying Thee by the praise of Thee; Thou, from Thy bounties, gives out freely the truth and salvation; I know for certain that Thou art the most merciful in disposition of forgiveness and mercy, [but] very exacting at the time of giving exemplary punishment to wrongdoers, the Omnipotent in the domain of absolute power and might….


What is Du’aa Jawshan Al-Kabir?

Particularly on the first 3 Leilatul Qadr (when Imam Ali was wounded, then died, then buried) Du’aa Jawshan al-Kabir is recited.  It takes about 2 hours, and it invokes the ninety nine distinguished names of Allah, but in more subdivisions to become 1000.  It is read in Arabic, translation projected on screen for all to see.  Usually 10 people take turns to read, each reading one section, so that all 10 sections are completed.
Du’aa Jawshan al-Kabir was revealed to Prophet Muhammad while on his way to Tabuk battle.  It was passed down by the Prophet’s family, and it adorns with its blessings the audience during Ramadhan.  It is simply superb and most moving.  The following are the 1st and 2nd sections:
	اَللّـهُمَّ اِنّي اَسْأَلُكَ بِاسْمِكَ يا اَللهُ يا رَحْمنُ يا رَحيمُ يا كَريمُ يا مُقيمُ يا عَظيمُ يا قَديمُ يا عَليمُ يا حَليمُ يا حَكيمُ سُبْحانَكَ يا لا اِلـهَ إلاّ اَنْتَ الْغَوْثَ الْغَوْثَ خَلِّصْنا مِنَ النّارِ يا رَبِّ 

يا سَيِّدَ السّاداتِ يا مُجيبَ الدَّعَواتِ يا رافِعَ الدَّرَجاتِ يا وَلِيَّ الْحَسَناتِ يا غافِرَ الْخَطيئاتِ يا مُعْطِيَ الْمَسْأَلاتِ يا قابِلَ التَّوْباتِ يا سامِعَ الاَْصْواتِ يا عالِمَ الْخَفِيّاتِ يا دافِعَ الْبَلِيّاتِ

	O Allah, verily I beseech Thee in Thy name:  
O Allah, O Most Merciful,  
O Most Compassionate, O Most Generous,  
O Self-Subsisting, O Mighty,  
O Eternal, O All-Knowing,  
O Forbearing, O Wise.  
Praise be to Thee, there is no god but Thee, The Granter of all Succor, Protect us from the Fire, O Lord. 
O Master of Masters,  O Acceptor of prayers,  
O Elevator of rank, O Guardian of good deeds,  
O Forgiver of evil deeds,  O Granter of requests,  
O Acceptor of repentance,  O Hearer of voices,  
O Knower of attributes, O who Repels calamities.  
Praise be to Thee, there is no god but Thee, The Granter of all Succor, Protect us from the Fire, O Lord.


When these occasions are celebrated, about 1,000-1,500 persons are present, commemorating the very  honored nights of the year, for they are Leilatul Qadr.  Some people continue in Du’aa for the rest of the night till Suhoor.  Feeding such a crowd is not only expensive but taxing to manage, clean up or otherwise. 

.
	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH
One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.
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AL-WAHHAB

   Allah is the donor of all, without conditions, without limits, without asking any benefit or return, giving everything to everyone, everywhere, always. Allah gives money to the poor, health to the sick, children to those who are barren, freedom to the trapped, knowledge to the ignorant.

   From the smallest necessity to the greatest fortune, He is the creator of everything-of the one who is in need, his needs, and the satisfaction of his needs. If al-Wahhab were not such a giver, no one would receive anything, ever.

When Allah the Wahhab gives to you, no one can prevent that good from coming to you. And when He gives to someone else, no force in the world can divert that good to you.

   Allah has created a creation of donors who give without expecting return. But because they are not the creators of the things given through their hands, they are but signs of Allah's attribute of al-Wahhab. A man, like a tree, can give only so much to so few, for a limited time only. The ones who receive from them love them and are thankful to them. How much thanks, then, is due to the one who gives infinitely to all His creation?
   A man gives, but is in need of a response, at least of recognition or thankfulness from the recipient. Above all, he needs to receive the thing in order to give it. A tree which gives fruit, a cow which gives milk, need care, water, and food. Allah needs nothing, so His is the true gift.

'Abd al-Wahhab is he through whom Allah gives whatever He wishes. He becomes the donor of infinite gifts, without expecting any return, for no particular purpose, to those who are in need and who are worthy.


	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	· "the biggest mischief defiling religion is jealousy, vanity, and conceit."

· "infatuation with life is the fountainhead of all wrong-doing

· "the worst in a servant of Allah is greed that controls him, and the worst in a servant of Allah is an ambition that humiliates him."


	SAYINGS OF IMAM ZAINUL ABIDEEN, the 4th Imam

	Imploring protection from evil
O Lord, I implore Thy protection from:

· Exhilarating in greed,

· Being hasty in anger,

· Being dominated by envy,….
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