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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 7,147 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 80 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project


Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.
((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
ابو الدردآْ 
الصحابي الجليل
ABU Al-dardAa’ 
The Great Sahaabi
(The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 

Abu al-Dardaa

Early in the morning, Abu al-Dardaa awoke and went straight to his idol which he kept in the best part of his house. He  greeted it and made obeisance to it. Then he anointed it with the best perfume from his large shop and put on it a new  raiment of beautiful silk which a merchant had brought to him the day before from Yemen.  

When the sun was high in the sky he left his house for his shop. On that day the streets and alleys of Yathrib were crowded  with the followers of Muhammad returning from Badr. With them were several prisoners of war. Abu al-Dardaa surveyed the  crowds and then went up to a Khazraji youth and asked about the fate of Abdullah ibn Rawaaha.  

"He was put through the most severe tests in the battle," was the answer "but he emerged safely..."  

Abu al-Dardaa was very anxious about his close friend, Abdullah ibn Rawaaha. Everyone in Yathrib knew the bond of  brotherhood between the two men from the days of Jahiliyah, before the coming of Islam to Yathrib. When  Islam came to the city, Ibn Rawaaha embraced it right away but Abu al-Dardaa did not. This however did not rupture the relationship  between the two. Abdullah kept on visiting Abu al-Dardaa and tried to make him see the virtues, wonders and the  excellence of Islam. But with every passing day, while Abu al-Dardaa remained a disbeliever, Abdullah felt more concerned for him.  

Abu al-Dardaa arrived at his shop and sat cross-legged on a high chair. He began trading-buying and selling and giving  instructions to his assistants unaware of what was going on at his house. For at that very time, Abdullah ibn Rawaaha had  gone to the house determined on a course of action. There, he saw that the main gate was open. Umm al-Dardaa was in  the courtyard and he said to her:  

"Assalaamu alaykum - Peace be unto you"  

"Wa alayka al-salaam - And unto you be peace."  

"Where is Abu al-Dardaa?" he asked. "He has gone to his shop. It won't be long before he returns." "Would you allow me to  come in?" "Make yourself at home," she said and went about busying herself with her household chores and looking after  her children.  

Abdullah ibn Rawaaha went to the room where Abu al-Dardaa kept his idol. He took out his ax and began destroying the idol while repeatedly saying:  

"Isn't everything batil (invalid) which is worshipped other than Allah?"  

When the idol was fully smashed, he left the house. Abu al-Dardaa's wife entered the room shortly afterwards and  was aghast at what she saw. She smote her cheeks in anguish and said: "Ibn Rawaaha, you brought me ruin."  When Abu al-Dardaa returned home, he saw his wife sitting at the door of the room of his idol. She was weeping and wailing, looking terrified. "What's wrong with you?" he asked.  

"Your friend ibn Rawaaha visited us in your absence and smashed your very idol as you see." Abu al-Dardaa looked  at the broken idol and was horrified. He was consumed with anger and determined to take revenge. Before long however his  anger subsided and thoughts of avenging the idol disappeared. Instead he reflected on what had happened and said to  himself:  

"If there was any good in this idol, he would have defended himself against any injury."  

He then went straight to Abdullah and together they went to the Prophet, whereby Abu al-Dardaa announced his  embrace of Islam. He was the last person in his district to become a Muslim.  

From this time onwards, Abu al-Dardaa devoted himself completely to Islam. Belief in God and His Prophet animated every  fiber of his being. He deeply regretted every moment he had spent as a disbeliever and the opportunities to do  good he had lost. He realized how much his friends had learned about Islam in the preceding two or three years, how much of the Quran  they had memorized and the opportunities they had to devote themselves to God and His Prophet. He made up his mind to  expend every effort, day and night to try to make up for what he had missed. Ibadah occupied his days and his nights. His  search for knowledge was restless. Much time he spent memorizing the words of the Quran and trying to understand the  profound meaning of its message. When he saw that business and trade disturbed the sweetness of his worship and kept him away  from the circles of knowledge, he reduced his involvement without hesitation or regret. Someone asked him why he did this  and he replied:  

"I was a merchant before my pledge to the Messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him peace. When I became a  Muslim, I wanted to combine trade (tijarah) and worship (ibadah) but I did not achieve what I desired. So I reduced trade  and inclined towards ibadah.  

"By Him in whose hand is the soul of Abu al-Dardaa, what I want to have is a shop near the door of the Masjid so that I  would not miss any Salat with the congregation. Then I shall sell and buy and make a modest profit every day."  

Then Abu al-Dardaa added "I am not saying that Allah, Great and Majestic is He, who prohibited trade, but I want  to be among those whom neither trade nor selling distracts me form the remembrance of God ."  

Abu al-Dardaa did not only become less involved in trade but he abandoned his hitherto soft and luxurious life-style. He ate  what was sufficient to keep him upright and he wore clothes that was simple but sufficient to cover his body.  

Once a group of Muslims came to spend the night with him. The night was cold. He gave them hot food which they  welcomed, then went to sleep but he did not give them any blankets. They became anxious wondering how they  were going to sleep on such a cold night. Then one of them said: "I will go and talk to him." "Don't bother him," said another.  

However, the man went to Abu al-Dardaa and stood at the door of his room. He saw Abu al-Dardaa lying down and his wife was  sitting by him. They were both wearing light clothing which could hardly protect them from the cold and they had no  blankets. Abu al-Dardaa said to his guest: "If there was anything available we would have sent it to you."  

During the Khilaafah of Omar, Omar wanted to appoint Abu al-Dardaa as a governor in Syria. Abu al-Dardaa refused. Omar  persisted and then Abu al-Dardaa said:  

"If you are content that I should go to them to teach them the Book of their Lord and the Sunnah of their Prophet and pray  with them, I shall go."  

Omar agreed and Abu al-Dardaa left for Damascus. There he found the people immersed in luxurious and frivolous life style and soft living. This  appalled him. He called the people to the Masjid and spoke to them:  

"O people of Damascus! You are my brethren in religion, neighbors who live together and helpers one to another against  enemies. "O people of Damascus! What is it that prevents you from being affectionate towards me and responding to my  advice while I do not seek anything from you. Is it right that I see your learned ones departing (from this world) while the  ignorant among you are not learning. I see that you incline towards such things which Allah has made you answerable for  and you abandon what He has commanded you to do.  

"Is it reasonable that I see you gathering and hoarding what you do not eat, and erecting buildings in which you do not live,  and holding out hopes for things you cannot attain.  

"Peoples before you have amassed wealth, made great plans and had high hopes. But it was not long before what they had  amassed was gone, their hopes dashed and their houses turned into graves. Such were the people of Aad, O people of  Damascus. They filled the earth with possessions and children.  

"Who is there who will purchase from me today the entire legacy of Aad for two dirhams?"  

The people wept and their sobs could be heard from outside the Masjid. From that day, Abu al-Dardaa began to frequent the  meeting places of the people of Damascus. He moved around in their market-places, teaching, answering questions and  trying to arouse anyone who had become careless and insensitive. He used every opportunity and every occasion to awaken  people, to set them on the right path.  

Once he passed a group of people crowding around a man. They began insulting and abusing the man. He came up to them  and said: "What's the matter?" "This is a man who has committed a grave sin," they replied.  

"What do you think you would do if he had fallen into a well?" asked Abu al-Dardaa. "Wouldn't you try to get him out?"  "Certainly," they said. "Don't insult him and don't beat him. Instead admonish him and make him aware of the consequences  of what he had done. Then give praise to God Who has preserved you from falling into such a sin." "Don't you hate him?"  they asked Abu al-Dardaa.  

"I only detest what he had done and if he abandons such practice, he is my brother." The man began to cry and publicly  announced his repentance.  

A youth once came up to Abu al-Dardaa and said: "Give me advice, O companion of the Messenger of God," and Abu al-Dardaa  said to him:  

"My son, remember Allah in good times and He will remember you in times of misfortune.  

"My son, be knowledgeable, seek knowledge, be a good listener and do not be ignorant for you will be ruined.  

"My son, let the Masjid be your house for indeed I heard the Messenger of God say: The Masjid is the house of every  God-conscious person and God Almighty has guaranteed serenity, comfort, mercy and staying on the path leading to His  pleasure, to those for whom Masjids are their houses."  

On another occasion, there was a group of people sitting in the street, chatting and looking at passers-by. Abu al-Dardaa  came up to them and said:  

"My sons, the monastery of a Muslim is his house in which he controls himself and lowers his gaze. Beware of sitting in  market-places because this fritters away time in vain pursuits."  

While Abu al-Dardaa was in Damascus, Mu’awiya ibn Abi Sufyan, its governor, asked him to give his daughter in marriage to  his (Mu’awiya’s) son, Yazid. Abu al-Dardaa refused. Instead he gave his daughter in marriage to a young man from  among the poor whose character and attachment to Islam pleased him. People heard about this and began talking and  asking: Why did Abu al-Dardaa adamantly refuse to let his daughter marry Yazid? The question was put to Abu al-Dardaa and he  answered: "I have only sought to do what is good for al-Dardaa." That was his daughter's name. "How is that?" enquired the person.

 "What would you think of al-Dardaa if servants were to stand in her presence serving her and if she were to find herself in palaces the glamour of which dazzle the eyes? What would become of her religion then?"  

While Abu al-Dardaa was still in Syria, the Caliph Omar came on an inspection tour of the region. One night he  went to visit Abu al-Dardaa at his home. There was no light in the house. Abu al-Dardaa welcomed the Caliph and sat him  down. The two men conversed in the darkness. As they did so, Omar felt Abu al-Dardaa's "pillow" and realized it was an  animal's saddle. He touched the place where Abu al-Dardaa lay and knew it was bare. He also felt the sheet  with which he covered himself and was astonished to find it so flimsy that it couldn't possibly protect him from the cold of  Damascus. Omar asked him:  

"Shouldn't I make things more comfortable for you? Shouldn't I send something for you?"  

"Do you remember, Omar," said Abu al-Dardaa, "a Hadith which the Prophet, may God bless him and grant him peace, told  us?" "What is it?" asked Omar. "Did he not say: Let what is sufficient for you in this world be like the provisions of  a rider?" "Yes," said Omar. "And what have we done after this, O Omar?" asked Abu al-Dardaa.  

Both men wept no doubt thinking about the vast riches that had come the way of Muslims with the expansion of Islam and  the preoccupation of Muslims with amassing wealth and worldly possessions. With deep sorrow and sadness, both men continued to  reflect on this situation until the break of dawn.

((((((((((·((((((((((
ADVANCE \D 7.20
KHUTBA OF JUMU'AH

Modest Dress and Hijab
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
May I ask you to hold to Taq’wa, which means piety and righteousness, and to revere Allah and obey His Divine Directives!  Let us be aware of our eventuality and departure into the everlasting life.  May Allah provide us all with the spirit of righteousness and obedience as best means for our salvation.

Allah instructs us in Surah 24 (al-Noor), Ayah 31, about male and female duties in the society.  It says:

	“And tell the believing women to lower their gaze and to be mindful of their chastity, 

and not to display their charms [in public] beyond what [decently] be apparent thereof; 

hence let them draw their head-covering over their bosoms …”
	وَقُل لِّلْمُؤْمِنَاتِ يَغْضُضْنَ مِنْ أَبْصَارِهِنَّ وَيَحْفَظْنَ فُرُوجَهُنَّ وَلَا يُبْدِينَ زِينَتَهُنَّ إِلَّا مَا ظَهَرَ مِنْهَا وَلْيَضْرِبْنَ بِخُمُرِهِنَّ عَلَى جُيُوبِهِنَّ……


On the basis of Islam, Hijab or covering for women is considered as a basic and important duty.  Islam’s view regarding women is quite different from what the west thinks about women.  Islam considers women as half of the body of the society and holds that women, like men, should live with high human standards and values. 

Hijab (Islamic covering) for women is seen as oppressive by some people.  Yet, Millions of Muslim women worldwide vouch that Hijab, is an article of protection and expression without the negative attributes of sexual provocation. In their opinion Hijab brings dignity, purity and inner confidence to women, and it allows them to fully participate in society.  By so doing they feel as truly equal to man but without the interference of lustful feelings.   

The short cover, the scarf, the long cloak are the various titles used in the Prophetic traditions for a woman's modest covering.  A woman must consider herself a servant of God, and grateful to Him.  Being grateful means to consider His grandeur, the Hereafter and the Trial.  She must wholeheartedly obey the decrees of God in the Quran, on the tongues of the Prophets and Imams, so she may protect herself, her family and society from the harmful effects of not covering properly or at all.  The Holy Quran says in Surah 79 (al-Nazi'at): Ayah 40-41:

	“And as for him who fears standing before his Lord, and restrains his self from base desires, 

verily his abode will be the Garden of Bliss.”
	وَأَمَّا مَنْ خَافَ مَقَامَ رَبِّهِ وَنَهَى النَّفْسَ عَنِ الْهَوَى    فَإِنَّ الْجَنَّةَ هِيَ الْمَأْوَى 


Unfortunately some girls and women in various parts of the world do away with Hijab.  Those who have let loose their lusts and sexuality have spread corruption in every corner of the world, something unprecedented in history.  Women have become a commercial commodity in many aspects of Western life, ranging from those in the mass media to streets and shops.  This is the ultimate of woman’s degradation and fall (in these societies), whose consequences are sleaziness and misery. 

Islam does not look at women (in the same manner as in the West) mainly through the windows of sexual passion, regarding women as beings to satisfy sexual desires.  In Islam the question of sexual passions is set forth even in marriage.  While in opening vast and extensive fields for social activities for women, Islam has restricted sexual liberties with exacting guidelines.  Islam has established a just balance that holds woman’s individuality and social life in the highest regard. 

The duty for Hijab or covering (as established for women in Islam) does not necessarily mean that they should not leave their homes.  It’s not the intention of Islam to imprison women.  We may find such ideas in the ancient pre-Islamic past of some countries but no such thing enlists in Islam.  The philosophy behind the Hijab for women is that they should not display their bodies in their associations with men when they are not related to them (according to the divine Law).

According to Islamic precepts, limiting sexual desires to the family environment and legal wives helps to maintain the well-being and health of the society.  There are Traditions that speak of the danger of a “look”, or the danger of a man and woman being alone together, and finally the danger of the instinct that attracts a man and a woman. (Wasa’il al-Shi’a, Vol. 14, Section 99, Page134.) 

Islam has established ways of controlling and balancing this instinct.  Duties have been given to both men and women in this area.  One duty (which is the responsibility of both men and women) relates at how to look at each other.  Surah 24 (al-Noor), Ayah 30 says:

	“And tell the believing men to lower their gaze and to be mindful of their chastity; 

this will be conducive to their purity.  

Verily, Allah is Aware of what they do.” 
	قُل لِّلْمُؤْمِنِينَ يَغُضُّوا مِنْ أَبْصَارِهِمْ وَيَحْفَظُوا فُرُوجَهُمْ ذَلِكَ أَزْكَى لَهُمْ إِنَّ اللَّهَ خَبِيرٌ بِمَا يَصْنَعُونَ


The legitimate pleasures, which spouses receive from each other, are considered to be blessings in Islam, among the divine rewards.  Islam has placed many limitations on the issues of sex but within the area that has been limited, not only does Islam not forbid it, but it encourages it.  It is to be introduced with kindness and compassion to women, as being among the qualities upheld by God’s Prophets. 

The Holy Prophet has forbidden the seeking of ascetic practices from the beginning.  While women are encouraged to limit their contacts with men who are not their husbands, they are encouraged to adorn themselves for their husbands.  A woman who does not do so is even condemned; because a woman is to beautify herself for her husband as best as she can.  At the same time, husbands are highly encouraged toward cleanliness.

One day three women went to the Prophet (pbuh).  They complained about their husbands.  One said that her husband did not eat meat (vegetarian).  Another said her husband kept away from perfume. The third said her husband distanced himself from her. The Prophet (pbuh) became aggravated, he threw down his cloak, left his house, and went to the mosque.  He went upon the Minbar (pulpit) and cried out:  (Wasa’il, al-Aamili, Vol. 3, Page14.)  

“What should be done with a group of my companions 

who reject eating meat, shun perfume, and avoid their women? 

I myself eat meat, I use perfume, and I receive pleasure from my wives. 

Whoever objects to my methods is not from among us”.

The Holy Quran says in Surah 7 (al-A’raaf), Ayah 32:

	“Say [O Muhammad]: Who is there to forbid the adornment brought forth by Allah for His servants, 

and the good things He has provided?
	قُلْ مَنْ حَرَّمَ زِينَةَ اللّهِ الَّتِيَ أَخْرَجَ لِعِبَادِهِ وَالْطَّيِّبَاتِ مِنَ الرِّزْقِ قُلْ هِي لِلَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ فِي الْحَيَاةِ الدُّنْيَا خَالِصَةً يَوْمَ الْقِيَامَةِ كَذَلِكَ نُفَصِّلُ الآيَاتِ لِقَوْمٍ يَعْلَمُونَ


We ask Allah to support us in understanding and following the straight path; the path that has been described by His Messengers to help us in our life individually, in family life and social life.

For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.

Allah says in the Quran, Surah 3 (Aali Imran), Ayah 102:

	  “Oh you who believe! Pay heed to Allah with the degree due Him, 

and do not die but as Muslims.” 
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ اتَّقُواْ اللّهَ حَقَّ تُقَاتِهِ وَلاَ تَمُوتُنَّ إِلاَّ وَأَنتُم مُّسْلِمُونَ


The second part of the Khutba is about the concept of peace in Islam.  To appreciate how Islam approaches the questions of peace, one has only to consider a few elementary facts about Islam.

There is no doubt that a peace imposed by an imperialist power (controlling the masses for its own benefit) is no peace.  Humanity is suffering because of lack of peace in a meaningful sense.  Peace in Islam is related to:

· Ethics,

· Piety, 

· Justice, 

· Spirituality and 

· Humanity.

The Arabic word Silm means Peace and the Arabic word for “Islam” is derived from the same root. One of God’s 99 Distinguished Names is Peace.  The concluding words of the daily prayers are words of Peace. The word of greetings of the Muslims when they return to God is Peace.  The daily salutations among the Muslims are expressions of Peace. The adjective “Muslim” means in a sense “Peaceful”.  Heaven in Islam is the abode of Peace. 

The individual who approaches God through Islam cannot fail to be at peace with God, with himself, and with his fellow men. Taking all these values together, putting man in his proper place in the cosmos, and viewing life in the Islamic perspective, men of good faith and principles cannot fail to make our world a better world, 

· to regain human dignity, and to achieve equality, 

· to enjoy universal brotherhood, and to build a lasting peace. 

For Islam, peace is only one among many ingredients in the effective recipe for human happiness.  People must be free to think, to weigh all possibilities, and to have thought them out through the light of reason.  This is the Quranic prescription as laid down, for instance, in Surah 2 (al-Baqarah), Ayah 256 we are told:

	“There shall be no compulsion in matters of Faith; distinct has now become the Truth from the way of error” 
	لاَ إِكْرَاهَ فِي الدِّينِ قَد تَّبَيَّنَ الرُّشْدُ مِنَ الْغَيِّ…


or in Surah 6 (al-Anaam), Ayah 104:
	“Means of insight have now come unto you from your Lord.  Whoever, therefore, chooses to see, does so for his own good; and whoever chooses to remain blind, does so to his own hurt. And [o Muhammad] say to the blind of heart: I am not here to be your guardian.” 
	قَدْ جَاءكُم بَصَآئِرُ مِن رَّبِّكُمْ فَمَنْ أَبْصَرَ فَلِنَفْسِهِ وَمَنْ عَمِيَ فَعَلَيْهَا وَمَا أَنَاْ عَلَيْكُم بِحَفِيظٍ


Conviction and faith are matters of heart.  No compulsion can force the heart to conform.  Education, training, instruction, logic, and demonstrations can help.

Islam condemns the territorial and commercial wars of modern great powers with their merciless involvements of the innocent.  Islam demands that ethical values, humanity and respect for the rights of others, in submission to truth and to what is right, shall be made prevalent over the thinking of all mankind.  Islam insists that until that demand is realized the world can never find its way to peace and quiet.

The more progress in technology and the material side of civilization makes the more devoid from peace they are if they avoid faith, religion and justice.  The more obvious the truth is made, the more the humanity stands at a crossroads of choice between:

· mass suicide or salvation by faith; 

· annihilation or acceptance of ethical principles; 

· brutal dictatorship of a man, or the merciful government of God.

Islam brings to humanity the delicate feelings of brotherhood and of belonging together.  Islam designs a beautiful pattern of gentleness and goodness in the hearts, and omits all the ugly injustices and rival interests. 
Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba.
((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20

A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 

listnum "WP List 3" \l 1The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Karbala: Chain of Events


listnum "WP List 3" \l 1Marriage and Family In Islam

QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.

8. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reach 3,000 to 3,500 for each month, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 6,205 as of 12-2-07.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:
To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
Al-Khulafaa Al-Rashidoon
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	|
	21.
	D
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	|
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IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.
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IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS ABOUT Al-Khulafaa Al-Rashidoon
1 How was Abu Bakr (r) chosen to become a Khalifa?

a Voting by the public.

b Appointment by the Prophet (pbuh).

c By the "Group's" meeting.

d Acclamation for allegiance.
2 How was the situation in Arabia at the time the Prophet (pbuh) died?

a Arabia was mostly Muslim.

b It was still with pagan psychology and customs.

c The majority in Arabia were still ignorant about Islam.

d All the above.
3 Why did some impostors revolt against Islam soon after the Prophet (pbuh) died?

a Take advantage of the moment.

b Did not want to pay Zakat.

c Not truly Muslims yet.

d All the above.
4 Who was at the head of the Muslim force to meet Musailema and his followers?

a The great general, Khalid Ibnil Waleed.

b U'sama himself.

c Ali (a.s.), the cousin of the Prophet (pbuh).

d Abu Bakr (r), the Khalifa by now.
5 What did Ali (a.s.) do during the Khilaafah of Abu Bakr (r)?

a Worked to collect the Holy Quran in its chronological order.

b Worked on collecting the Hadith.

c a + b above + preserving works of the Prophet.

d Help Abu Bakr (r) in the duties of the Khilaafah.
6 The Persian Empire was a superpower at the time, how difficult was the task of Khalid Ibnil Waleed?

a Almost miraculous, but it was through the power of Islam.

b Couldn't be done.

c Done with only valor and great sacrifice.

d Disastrous, ending in failure.
7 The jeweled crown of Hormuz was given as a gift.  To whom was it given?

a To Ali (a.s.), the closest person to the Prophet (pbuh).

b To Omar (r), the would-be second Khalifa.

c To Abu Bakr (r), the Khalifa.

d To Uthman (r), the third Khalifa-to-be.
8 Was Omar (r) elected as a Khalifa?

a No, not through Shoora.

b Yes by overwhelming majority.

c Yes by Shoora.

d Yes through majority pledges.
9 What kind of past did Omar (r) have?

a Tough and rough, perfectionist, too moody.

b Very good Muslim.

c Muslim enthusiast + b.

d All the above.
10 What brave way did Khalid Ibnil Waleed use to enter the city of Damascus?

a Brilliant military tactics + b.

b Trick, climbing the city wall and overwhelming the guards while they were drunk.

c Negotiations + b.

d A full scale attack.
11 Describe the surrender of Jerusalem.

a Omar (r) dressed up plainly, surrounded by the Generals.

b Priests came in procession with hymns, in celebration.

c People shouting, welcoming with cheers and Allaahu Akbar.

d a + Omar (r) negotiated terms of surrender.
12 Where did Omar (r) build a mosque in Jerusalem?

a Next to the right side of the church.

b At the Rock of Ascension in Jerusalem.

c In the center of Jerusalem, the high class area.

d In celebration of the Islamic triumph + a.
13 Sa'd ibn Abi-Waqqas followed Muthanna, what is the famous battle he became known for?

a Yarmuk.

b Qadisiya.

c Battle of the chains.

d Badr.
14 What was the role of the elephants during the early part of Qadisiya battle?

a Massive, played havoc with the Muslim forces.

b Seemed almost insurmountable, each representing a tank.

c Muslim forces could only stand with difficulty.

d All the above.
15 A force of four thousand Muslim fighters was dispatched to Egypt.  Who was the leader?

a Khalid Ibnil Waleed, the great General.

b Amr Ibn Aas.

c Ibn-Waqqas.

d Muthanna.
16 How could the Muslims spread Islam at such a fast rate without having TV's, radios or the press?

a Tremendous enthusiasm.

b Supreme dedication.

c Excellent Islamic molding.

d All the above.
17 How was the rule of Khalifa Omar (r)?

a Just and fair.

b Too dictatorial.

c Strict, strong, but just and fair.

d c + Islamic.
18 How did Uthman (r) become a Khalifa?

a General election.

b Appointment of a council by Omar (r).

c Decision by council + b.

d a + throughout the Muslim world.
19 Whose family did Uthman (r) come from?

a Benu Hashim.

b Benu Umayya.

c Benu Marwan.

d Benu Bakr.
20 Why did it become necessary to build a Muslim navy?

a To correct the weakest spot in Muslim defense.

b The Romans were masters of the sea, they posed grave danger to the Muslims.

c Romans (Byzantines) harassed many Muslim frontier areas.

d All the above.
21 Did the Muslims win at the sea?

a Major sea battle, Muslims won.

b Cypress surrendered to the Muslim navy.

c Muslims lost due to lack of experience + b above.

d a and b above.
22 At Carthage Ibn Sarah met a large Roman force.  What was the outcome?

a Brilliant Muslim victory.

b Gregorius, the Roman's leader lost his life in that battle.

c Many Muslim notables were involved mainly Al-Hasan and Al-Husain (a.s.), the grandsons of the Prophet (pbuh).

d A decisive encounter + all the above.
23 The Islamic momentum started by Muhammad (pbuh) lost its steam a number of years after the Prophet (pbuh).  During which Khilaafah did that happen?

a During Omar's Khilaafah.

b During Uthman's Khilaafah.

c During Abu Bakr's Khilaafah.

d During Ali's Khilaafah.
24 What is the name of Uthman's secretary of state who caused massive harm to the Islamic nation?

a Mu'awiya, the governor of Syria.

b Yazid, the son of Mu'awiya.

c Marwan, the son of Hakam.

d Waleed ibn Abdul Malik.
25 What was the general feeling about Uthman's rule?

a Unhappy if not alarming.

b Severe enough to lead to rebellion.

c Enthusiastic with full support.

d Most supportive, if not fanatic.
26 Was Ali (a.s.) active participant in Uthman’s Khilaafah?

a Yes all the way through.

b Yes at first, to some extent.

c b + hardly at all in the last years.

d No, not at all.
27 How was the Islamic education during Uthman's rule?

a Continued as before, religiously luscious. Numerous new Islamic teachers and instructors in the field.  

b People entering Islam in the millions.

c The mosque continued to be the central figure.

d Fiqh problems continued to be solved by Imam Ali (a.s.) and the other Companions. + above.
28 Where did Abu Dhar go to protest all the works of the Khalifa Uthman (r)?

a Iraq, to Kufa.

b Syria, to Damascus.

c Egypt, to Cairo.

d Arabia, Mecca.
29 How did the people rise against Uthman (r)?

a Several thousands protestors came from Egypt and Iraq, asking for change of governors and to start improvements.

b They were promised that their demands will be met.

c After leaving Medina, they discovered a document asking the governor of Egypt to kill the dissidents.

d Emotions inflamed, they came back to Medina, surrounded the house of Uthman (r) making him virtually a prisoner in his own home + all above.
30 How were the circumstances in which Ali (a.s.) was elected to be a Khalifa?

a Turbulent.

b Uthman (r) was just killed, a Khalifa was needed right away to take Uthman's place.

c Strong, sturdy and unifying Khalifa was needed immediately + b above.

d All the above.
31 What did Ali (a.s.) do during the time of the three previous Khalifas?

a Religious teachings, as a reference, he was the encyclopedia of Islam.

b Consultant about Islamic affairs.

c Registering Hadiths and other instructions of Muhammad (pbuh), so that a permanent register becomes available for use at home or outside.

d All the above.
32 What kind of man was Ali (a.s.)?

a Of overtowering, overpowering personality.

b First rate Muslim in every aspect.

c A Muslim superstar.

d All the above.
33 The first thing Ali (a.s.) did during his Khilaafah was to replace the governors whom Uthman (r) had appointed before.  Why?

a They were opportunists and corrupt, though most of them were relatives of  Uthman (r).

b They were true misfits Islamicly + a above.

c They were abusers of power, most of them demagogues + b.

d They hurt the Islamic Ummah, + all above.
34 A'isha, Talha and Zubair went to Basrah for an uprising against Imam and Khalifa Ali. Why Basrah?

a Their relatives were there.

b Extensive business connection.

c Business employees had numerous tribal relatives.

d Business mainly was Zubair's, + c.
35 Was it right for Mu'awiya to defy Imam Ali (a.s.)?

a Yes, he was entitled to his views.

b No, it was not right at all.

c Perhaps, even though he was known to be cunning.

d Yes, even though his reason and stand were selfish.
36 What kind of dirty politics was Mu'awiya using?

a Fighting the authentic Khalifa, Imam Ali (a.s.).

b Used Islam to help himself and his personal ambitions.

c Used the holy Quran to trick Ali's forces in Siffin.

d Vicious propaganda against Ali (a.s.) + all above.
37 Who are the Kharijis?

a Of Imam Ali's camp but turned against him.

b Christians from Istanbul.

c Christians from Basrah.

d Sincere Muslims with distorted views about Quran.
38 What was Ali (a.s.) doing when he was killed?

a Sitting at the throne.

b Walking with the minister of foreign affairs.

c Praying Maghrib Salat in Kufa.

d Leading Subh Salat at the mosque in Kufa.
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Hajj: a journey to Allah’s central abode

By: Salam Al-Attar

In the human body the central port in control of pumping the blood is none other than the heart.  Oxygen-deprived blood returns to the heart, whereby it is directed to the lungs for oxygenation, is routed towards the heart again and is finally pumped back to the body in an attempt to sustain the activity of this flesh-encapsulated chemical factory.

With the fast approaching season of Islamic pilgrimage (Hajj) one cannot help but ponder how this seemingly plain and simplistic ritual somewhat parallels the physical phenomena described above. 

Like the deoxygenated blood returning to the central bodily organ that we call “the heart”, Muslim pilgrims embark on a journey to the central house of worship, which Allah the Almighty chose to be in the land of Mecca, Saudi Arabia;  the cubical edifice known as “the Ka’ba.”  During the season of pilgrimage, which takes place in the twelfth lunar month of Dhul Hijjah, Muslims undergo their spiritual “oxygenation” by completing the pilgrimage process.  In the last step of that process which begins at the Ka’ba, they return for their final visit to this very House of God (Baitullaah).  At that point, God-willing, Muslims are ready to be “pumped” back to their countries of origin where they can resume their roles in society. Similar to the revitalization of an organ upon the nourishment of oxygen-full blood returning to it, the pilgrims’ return home is happily welcomed by all, for their obtained bounties during pilgrimage are shared by their fellow Muslims prior to and during the festive times of Eid al-Adha.

The rites of Hajj include circling the Ka'ba seven times (Tawaf), and going seven times between the mountains of Safa and Marwa (Sa’y). Then the pilgrims stand together on the wide plain of Arafat and join in collective prayer for God's forgiveness, in what is often viewed as a preview of the Last Judgment.
The journey to Mecca and performance of pilgrimage is a unifying experience for Muslims, physically and spiritually. During Hajj, one witnesses the coming together of over 2 million Muslims from all walks of life, the educated and the illiterate, the dark-skinned and the lighter-toned, the wealthy and the poor, and the list goes one.  Furthermore, people of all walks of life, join together for a collective spiritual cleansing and revitalization.

With this unification, comes yet another form of unity; that of various facets of Islamic history which revolve around this Ancient House (Baitul-Ateeq; another Arabic name for the Ka’ba).  

As the Muslims make their ritual Tawaf they come across the Black Stone, stationed in the East corner of the Ka’ba.  Seeing this stone brings to memory yet another historical event, that of our holy Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) when he so brilliantly resolved the dispute of the four major tribes of Quraish to place the Black Stone in its proper place.

Surrounded by a mass of people clothed in a simple white cloth and unanimously engaged in prayer, Muslim pilgrims remind themselves of their mission in life and their relationship with Allah (swt) as they circle the Ka’ba and repeat these words.  Looking around oneself and at the magnificent structure of the Ka’ba, it is difficult to imagine how in this place and inside this very cubical building the birth of a special baby took place, that of Imam Ali (a.s.)

The excitement of the pilgrimage experience and revival of historical events continues as pilgrims move on to pace between the mounts of Al-Safa and Al-Marwa.  Going back and forth for seven times commemorates the hardship of Hajar (pbuh), wife of Ibrahim (pbuh), as she ran back and forth between those two mounts in the scorching heat of the desert sun seeking water for her thirsty baby.  

So proclaimed our beloved Messenger (pbuh), and truthfully so, in defining the state of submission to Allah (swt).  As the crowd of pilgrims hurry to complete their last pillar of Islam, they gather at what is perhaps the most historical location for all of humanity, mount Arafat.  Pilgrims join one another towards the end of the pilgrimage journey in seeking forgiveness from Allah (swt), collectively, in acknowledgement of their previous committed sins and seeking of refuge to Allah (swt) for protection from evil instincts and forces in days to come. After standing on Arafat, the final visit to the Ka’ba is perhaps the most spiritually inspiring and revitalizing experience.   Glory be to You and You alone O Allah… How millions of people come to this holy house of Yours in Your remembrance, while countless others direct their prayers to this same location; a place which once housed the largest selection of idols for worshipping those other than You O Allah. Truly, You are the All-Wise, the All-Mighty and All-Knowing of all that passed and that which is yet to take place.

Our sincerest prayers and wishes go to our dear brothers and sisters planning to fulfill the important pillar of Hajj this year. We wish you a safe journey to The House of Allah and a successful pilgrimage by His grace and will.
. 
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	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH
One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.
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AL-RAZZAQ

     Allah is the Sustainer. Sustenance is needed to maintain the creation. There is a physical sustenance and a spiritual suste​nance. In the case of man, one should count as physical sustenance not only food, drink, air and clothing but also one's mother and father, husband or wife and children as well. Even one's possessions and knowledge are part of one's sustenance.

     All that is included in what we call natural laws is also included in material sustenance. There is nothing empty or useless in the universe. Every single creation is a treasure, as is indicated in the ayah: Rabbana ma khalaqta hadha bdtilan​": Our Lord, You have not created this universe in vain" (3:190). All material sustenance is pure in origin. Only if it is soiled by the hand of man does it become undesirable, hateful and unlawful. Therefore man first has to seek and find the elements of sustenance in everything. The one who cannot receive his sustenance because he does not make any effort is of the un-sustained, which is a curse. And again, if man spoils by his dirty hands the pure sustenance given to him, he is of those who partake of what is unlawful.

     The spiritual sustenance is contained in the holy books, but some holy books, although originally pure, have also been spoiled by the hand of man. Not so the Holy Quran, the last and final sacred book, which has not been tampered with. Not even a dot has been changed. Just as one has to make efforts to gain material sustenance, one will receive one's spiritual sustenance from the Holy Quran to a degree equal to the extent of one's efforts.
Abd al-Razzaq is he whom Allah has rendered rich. He becomes a source for others to gain their sustenance with ease and in abundance.


	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	· "Four things make good fortune: good children, sincere friends, an agreeable wife and that one's work be at the place one resides."  While in another place the Holy Prophet said, "It is good fortune for a man to have a son resembling himself, a pretty devout wife, comfortable conveyance and a spacious house."


	SAYINGS OF IMAM AL-BAAQIR, the 5th Imam

	· Asked, "What is the True Religion," the Imam answered, "It is the one, on which He created all men, for Allah endowed them with an ability to realize Him."  He gave the meaning of the Quranic verse thus:

        "The Nature of Allah is the one upon which He created man."
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