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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 7,210 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 53 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project


Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.
((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
عباد بن بشر
الصحابي الجليل
Abbad ibn Bishr
(The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 

It was the fourth year after the Hijrah. The city of the Prophet was still under threat from within and without. From within the influential Jewish tribe, the Banu an-Nadir, broke their agreement with the Prophet (pbuh) and made plans to kill him. For this, they were banished from the city. This was in the month of Safar. 
Two months of uneasy quiet passed. Then the Prophet (pbuh) received news that tribes from distant Najd were planning an attack. To pre-empt them, the Prophet (pbuh) gathered a force of over four hundred men, and leaving one of his companions Uthman ibn Affan in charge of the city, set out eastward. Among this force was the young Medanese, Abbad ibn Bishr. 
Arriving at Najd, the Prophet (pbuh) found the habitations of the hostile tribes strangely deserted of men. Only women were about. The men had taken to the hills. Some of them regrouped and prepared to fight. The time of Salat al-Asr (the afternoon prayer) became due and the Prophet (pbuh) feared that the hostile tribesmen would attack them during prayer. He arranged the Muslims in ranks and divided them into two groups and performed the prayer as the Salat al-Khawf (the Prayer of Apprehension). With one group he performed one Rak’a while the other group stood on guard. For the second Rak’a the groups changed places. Each group completed its prayer with one Rak’a after the Prophet (pbuh) had finished... 
On beholding the disciplined ranks of the Muslims the hostile tribesmen were seized with unease and fear. The Prophet (pbuh) had made his presence felt, thus  his mission was now known first hand in the central highlands of Arabia. No fight took place and the prophet along with fighters departed peacefully. 
On the way back, the Prophet (pbuh) pitched camp in a valley for a night. As soon as the Muslims had settled, the Prophet asked: "Who will be our guard tonight?" "We, O Messenger of Allah," said Abbad ibn Bishr and Ammar ibn Yasir both of whom had been paired off as 'brothers' by the Prophet (pbuh) when he arrived in Medina after the Hijrah.
Abbad and Ammar left to take up duty. Abbad, seeing Ammar tired, he asked: "Which part of the night do you like to sleep, the first or the second?" "I shall sleep during the first part," Ammar answered. 
The night was clear, calm and peaceful. The stars, the trees, and the rocks all appeared to celebrate in silence the praises of their Lord. Abbad felt serenity. There was no movement, no threatening sign. Why not spend the time in prayers and reciting the Quran? How delightful it would be, he thought to himself, to combine the performance of Salat with the measured recitation of the Quran which he so much enjoyed.
In fact Abbad was enthralled by the Quran from the moment he first heard it recited by the mellow voice of Musab ibn Umair. That was before the Hijrah when Abbad was just about fifteen years old. The Quran had found a special place in his heart ─and day and night thereafter he would be heard repeating the glorious words of Allah so much that he became known as the "friend of the Quran". 
One night, the Prophet once stood up to perform the Tahajjud Prayer in A’isha’s house. He heard a voice reciting the Quran, melodic and sweet. He asked: "A’isha, is that the voice of Abbad ibn Bishr?' "Yes, O Messenger of Allah," replied A’isha. "O Lord, forgive him," prayed the Prophet (pbuh) out of love for him. 
And so in the stillness of the night, at the mouth of the valley in Najd, Abbad stood up and faced the Qibla. Raising his hand in surrender to Allah, he entered into the state of Prayer. Finishing the compulsory opening chapter of the Quran, he began reciting Surah al-Kah’f. Surah al-Kah’f is long consisting of 110 verses; it deals in part with the virtues of faith, truth and patience and with the relativity of time. 
While Abbad was absorbed in reciting reflecting upon the divine eternal words of illumination, a stranger stalked the outskirts of the valley in search of Muhammad and his followers. He was an enemy who had planned to attack the Prophet but had fled into the mountains on the approach of the Muslims. His wife whom he had left in the village had been taken as a captive by one of the Muslims. When he eventually found that his wife was gone, he swore by the idols (al-Lat and al-Uzzah) that he would pursue Muhammad and his companions and that he would not return unless he had spilled blood. 
It was from a distance that this person saw the figure of Abbad silhouetted at the mouth of the valley and he knew that the Prophet (pbuh) and his followers must be inside the valley. Silently he drew his bow and let fly an arrow which embedded in Abbad's flesh. 
Abbad pulled the arrow from his body and went on with his recitation, still absorbed in his Salat. The attacker shot a second and a third arrow both of which also found their mark. Abbad pulled out one and then the other. He finished his recitation, made Rukoo and then Sujood. Weak and in pain, he stretched out his right hand while still in prostration and shook his sleeping companion. Ammar awoke to hear Abbad saying: "Get up and stand guard in my place. I have been wounded." 
Ammar jumped up and began to yell. Seeing them both the attacker fled into the darkness. Ammar turned to Abbad as he lay on the ground, blood flowing from his wounds. 
"Glory be to Allah! Why didn't you wake me up when you were hit by the first arrow?" "I was in the midst of reciting verses of the Quran which filled my soul with awe and I did not want to cut short the recitation. The Prophet (pbuh) had commanded me to commit this Surah to memory. Death would have been dearer to me 

than that the recitation of this Surah should be interrupted." 
Abbad's devotion to the Quran reflected his intense devotion to and love for Allah, His Prophet (pbuh) and His religion. The qualities he was known for were his constant immersion in Ibadah, his heroic courage and his generosity in the path of Allah. At times of sacrifice and death, he would always be in the front line. When it was time for receiving his share of rewards, he would only be found after much effort and difficulty. He was always trustworthy in his dealings with the wealth of Muslims. All this was recognized. A’isha once said: "There are three persons among the Ansaar who stand out in virtue: Sa’ad ibn Muadh, Usayd ibn Khudayr and Abbad ibn Bishr." 

Abbad died the death of a martyr at the battle of Yamamah during the time of Abu Bakr. Just before the battle he had a strong sentiment for martyrdom. He noticed that there was a lack of mutual confidence among the Muhaajiroon and Ansaar. He was grieved and upset. He realized that there would be no success for the Muslims in these terrible battles unless the Muhaajiroon and Ansaar were grouped in separate regiments so that it could be clearly seen who really bore their responsibility and who were truly steadfast in combat.
At the break of day when the battle commenced, Abbad ibn Bishr stood on a mound and shouted: 
"O Ansaar, distinguish yourselves among men. Destroy your scabbards. And do not forsake Islam." 

Abbad harangued the Ansaar until about four hundred men gathered around, him at the head of whom were Thabit ibn Qays, al-Baraa ibn Malik and Abu Dujana, the keeper of the Prophet 's sword. With this force, Abbad unleashed a ferocious offensive into the enemy's ranks which blunted their thrust and drove them back to the "garden of death". 
At the walls of this garden, Abbad ibn Bishr fell. So numerous were his wounds, he was hardly recognizable. He had lived, fought, and died as a magnificent believer.
 ((((((((((·((((((((((
ADVANCE \D 7.20
KHUTBA OF JUMU'AH

Human Societies According to Islamic Teachings
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
I advise all of us, including myself, to put piety and righteousness in practice, and to revere Allah and obey His divine commands.  Be heedful of your choices in this life and their likely consequences in the hereafter.  Be aware of your final destination, your eventuality and departure into the everlasting life.
Let us discuss in this Khutba the future of human societies. We admit that modern societies and cultures are basically divergent and dissimilar, yet it cannot be denied that they vary widely in their form and quality. 

Now let us ask:  What is the future of human societies?  Will humanity eventually move towards a single culture, a single civilization, and a single society?  In other words, will all societies one day coalesce and assume a global form in genuine humanity?  Such a question hinges on the nature of society and the relation between the individual and the collective spirit. 

From the viewpoint of the Holy Quran, it is indisputable that ultimately The Truth shall prevail and falsehood shall be vanquished, reduced to nothing.  Ultimately piety and the pious are bound to succeed. The Holy Quran teaches that the establishment of Islam in the world is inevitable.  This is another way of saying that man will reach his complete perfections.  The Holy Quran says in Surah 5 (al-Maa’ida), Ayah 54: 

	O’ Believers!  If you abandon your Faith, 

Allah will in time bring forth [in your place] people 

whom He loves and who love Him —humble towards believers, 

mighty against the infidels: 

[people] who strive hard in Allah’s Cause and are never afraid of the reproaches of such as find fault.”
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ مَن يَرْتَدَّ مِنكُمْ عَن دِينِهِ فَسَوْفَ يَأْتِي اللّهُ بِقَوْمٍ يُحِبُّهُمْ وَيُحِبُّونَهُ أَذِلَّةٍ عَلَى الْمُؤْمِنِينَ أَعِزَّةٍ عَلَى الْكَافِرِينَ يُجَاهِدُونَ فِي سَبِيلِ اللّهِ وَلاَ يَخَافُونَ لَوْمَةَ لآئِمٍ….


Allah (swt) also says in Surah 24 (al-Noor), Ayah 55:

	“Allah has promised such of you who believe and do good deeds 

that He will cause them to gain power on earth, 

as He appointed those before them; and He shall certainty establish their religion [Islam] 

which he has chosen for them, 

and He will give them in exchange security after their fear. 

They shall worship Me and not associate any one with Me….”
	وَعَدَ اللَّهُ الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا مِنكُمْ وَعَمِلُوا الصَّالِحَاتِ لَيَسْتَخْلِفَنَّهُم فِي الْأَرْضِ كَمَا اسْتَخْلَفَ الَّذِينَ مِن قَبْلِهِمْ وَلَيُمَكِّنَنَّ لَهُمْ دِينَهُمُ الَّذِي ارْتَضَى لَهُمْ وَلَيُبَدِّلَنَّهُم مِّن بَعْدِ خَوْفِهِمْ أَمْنًا يَعْبُدُونَنِي لَا يُشْرِكُونَ بِي شَيْئًا وَمَن كَفَرَ بَعْدَ ذَلِكَ فَأُوْلَئِكَ هُمُ الْفَاسِقُونَ


At another place the Holy Quran says in Surah 21 (al-Anbiya’), Ayah 105: 

	“… Surely My righteous servants shall inherit the earth.”
	وَلَقَدْ كَتَبْنَا فِي الزَّبُورِ مِن بَعْدِ الذِّكْرِ أَنَّ الْأَرْضَ يَرِثُهَا عِبَادِيَ الصَّالِحُونَ


Tabatabai, the Author of the treatise Al-Mizaan says under the heading: “Belief in the frontiers of the Islamic world, not its geographical or contractual boundary”: (Tabatabai, al-Mizaan, Vol. 4, Page 100,  and Pages 131-132 under Ayah 200 of Surah Aali Imraan.)
“Contrary to what is generally believed, Islam is not opposed to nationalism as such.  In fact Islam supports nationalism in its cultural sense.  What Islam opposes is nationalism in its racial sense.  In other words Islam is against racism only.”  (Tabatabai, al Mizaan, Vol. 4, Page 92.)
Man looks at the world to accommodate what he wants, how he moves, and what his destination is to be.  If so, such a man is like an empty receptacle not yet having form or color.  Every side of his personality is conditioned by what is subsequently put in it.  It is this input that gives him a form and a personality.

Natural advancement of societies is towards the formation of a single society and a single culture. In Islam our belief in Imam al-Mahdi is based on this idea, about the future of Islam, man, and the world. 

As quoted by Ibn Mas’ood, the Holy Prophet (pbuh) has once said: (Al-Fusool al-Muhimma, Page 271, quoting Ibn Mas’ood.)
  لو لم یبق من الدنیا الا یوم واحد لطول الله ذلک الیوم حتی یبعث فیه رجلا من امتی ومن اهل بیتی یواطی اسمه اسمی یملأ الأرض قسطاً وعدلا کما ملئت جوراً وظلما
"Even if there remains one single day in the world, 

Allah will extend that day until He sends in a man from my Ummah and my household.  

His name will be the same as my name. 

He will fill the earth with justice and goodness, 

just as it was previously filled with evilness and injustice.” 

Let us also quote Imam al-Ridha (the eighth Imam) saying: (al-Hujjah al-Qaa'im means Imam Al-Mahdi) according to Shi’a sources.  Sunni sources claim Al-Mahdi will appear before the end of the world to set it aright, and he is of the lineage of Fatima. (a.s.).) .  Quoting Imam Al-Ridha here, he says:
الامام بعدی محمد ابنی وبعد محمد ابنه علي وبعد علي ابنه الحسن وبعد الحسن ابنه الحجة القائم؛ المنتظر فی غیبته؛ المطاع فی ظهوره؛  لو لم یبق من الدنیا الا یوم واحد   لطول الله ذلک الیوم حتی  یخرج ؛   فیملأها عدلا کما ملئت جوراً ؛  وامّا متی فاخبار عن الوقت      
ولقد حدثنی ابی عن ابیه عن ابائه عن علي (ع ) ان النبی قیل له یا رسول الله متی یخرج العالم من ذریتک   : فقال مثله مثل الساعة لا یجلیها لوقتها الا هو  ثقلت فی السموات  والارض لاتأتیکم الا بغتة
"The Imam after me is my son, Muhammad, and after him his son Ali, and after Ali his son, al-Hasan, and after al-Hasan his son al-Hujjah al-Qaa'im, 

who is [the Imam] awaited for during his occultation and the obeyed one during his appearance.  

If there remains in the world but a single day, Allah will extend that day until he [al-Qaa’im] appears, meaning becomes manifest.  He will fill the world with justice and goodness just as it will have been filled with evilness and injustice.

As about its time, my father had told me, having ​heard it from his father, who heard it from his father, who heard it from his ancestors who heard it from Ali, 

that it was asked of the Holy Prophet (pbuh), 'Oh Prophet of God, when will the al-Qaa'im who is from thy family appear?  The Prophet answered:  

The case of Al-Qaa’im is like that of the time of the Hour of Resurrection: Allah alone will manifest it at its due time.  

It is a weighty matter in the heavens and the earth.  It won’t come except very unexpectedly.”

For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.

In the second part of this Khutba let us discuss the death anniversary of Imam Al-Hasan Al-Askari.  Imam al-Hasan al-Askari was the 11th Imam.  He, like the Imams before him, used to live with the people, conveying to them the Prophet’s message, and fighting off any deviation, and offering the role model that should be followed.

When we remember our Imams we know that Allah made them Ma’soom and removed from them all ideological and emotional impurities.  Their thoughts became the right that could not be deviated from, and although they are not among us, their heritage, spirituality, and conduct are still with us.  Their spirituality and teachings fill our hearts, spirits, and minds with the light it needs to make our lives virtuous and pious. 

Thus we have to learn how they presented Islam to us and how they wanted us to rise to a high level in all aspects of life, be it personal, cultural, political, or social.  Because they wanted Islam to guide our lives, a code of behavior in our houses was instilled; a law and a unifier in our lives became a source of strength and resolve in the face of challenges. 

Allah wants us to be dignified, He wants us to be full of wisdom and to know the real value and rank of the members of the House and not to exaggerate their role, because exaggerating their role will lead us to deviate and become non-Muslim. We also have to follow their way as they taught us.

When Imam Al-Hasan Al-Askari (a.s.) died on the ninth of Rabi’ al-Awwal, the era of Imamah of Imam Al-Mahdi began, and since Imam Al-Mahdi (a.s.) said before his long occultation: (Kamaal al-Deen, Vol. 2, Page 484.)  
وامّا الحوادث الواقعه    فارجعوا فیها الی روا ة  احادیثنا     فانهم حجتی علیکم وانا حجة الله علیهم
 “As the incidental matters take shape, you refer to the ones who quote our Hadiths

since they are my authority over you 

and I am the authority over them.”

This opened the way for the pious religion scholars to give judgments about new developments and contemporary matters.  The pious religious scholars are the faithful to God and His messenger (pbuh), who do not trade their religion for material gain.

Al-Mahdi also said:  ( Wasa’il al-Shi’a, Aamili, Vol. 18, Page 95.(
واما من کان من الفقهاء    صائنا لنفسه    حافظا لدینه    مخالفا لهواه    مطیعا لامر مولاه    فللعوام ان یقلدوه
 “As to the Jurisprudent 

(who protects his soul, applies his religion, safeguards himself against lustful life, and is submissive to God his Lord) 

so it is an obligation for people to follow him.”

Based on this Saying, these scholars must conform to these high standards when he said “the scholars are the keepers of the Messengers unless they enter this world” and he explained how they do that. 

One of the principal aims of Islam is to establish justice and bring about complete equilibrium in Islamic society. The Quran says in Surah 57 (al-Hadeed), Ayah 25:

	“Indeed We sent forth Our Messengers with clear Proofs; and sent with them the Book and the balance, that people may conduct themselves with equity…”
	لقد أَرْسَلْنَا رُسُلَنَا بِالْبَيِّنَاتِ وَأَنزَلْنَا مَعَهُمُ الْكِتَابَ وَالْمِيزَانَ لِيَقُومَ النَّاسُ بِالْقِسْطِ …


All men were born of one ancestor and have a common nature.  The differences in rights on the basis of race, rank, class, tribal attachments etc. is totally denied by Islam.  Islam officially proclaims that: All men are equal like the teeth of a comb, and they are descendants of Adam and Adam was made of clay.  The Quran says in Surah 21 (al-Anbiya’), Ayah 92: 

	“Verily this is your Ummah (community), one Ummah, 

and I am your Lord, therefore worship Me [alone]” 
	إِنَّ هَذِهِ أُمَّتُكُمْ أُمَّةً وَاحِدَةً وَأَنَا رَبُّكُمْ فَاعْبُدُونِ


In fact, all men are servants of Allah and they are virtual brothers of each other.  With that concept Islam sees it necessary that among individuals there should exist a sort of unity, harmony and equality in the matter of basic legal rights.  

Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba 

((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20

A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.

1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet (pbuh) Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:
To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.

8. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
9. Du’aas categorized and translated
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reach 3,000 to 3,500 for each month, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 7,105 as of 2-20-08.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
Muhammad (pbuh) Vol #1
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	D
	|
	21.
	D

	2.
	B
	|
	22.
	C

	3.
	C
	|
	23.
	D

	4.
	C
	|
	24.
	D

	5.
	D
	|
	25.
	B

	6.
	B
	|
	26.
	A

	7.
	C
	|
	27.
	A

	8.
	A
	|
	28.
	A

	9.
	C
	|
	29.
	B

	10.
	A
	|
	30.
	A

	11.
	A
	|
	31.
	C

	12.
	A
	|
	32.
	B

	13
	C
	|
	33.
	C

	14.
	B
	|
	34.
	

	15.
	D
	|
	35.
	

	16.
	A
	|
	36.
	

	17.
	C
	|
	37.
	

	18.
	D
	|
	38.
	

	19.
	D
	|
	39.
	

	20.
	A
	|
	40.
	


 ((((((((((·((((((((((
IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.

((((((((((·((((((((((
IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS ABOUT Muhammad (pbuh) Vol 1
1 How did Halima come to pick up her new baby Muhammad?

a. Had numerous babies to pick Muhammad from.

b. Had only five babies to pick Muhammad from.

c. Had only two babies to pick Muhammad from.

d. Had none but Muhammad to pick up.
2 Where did Muhammad (pbuh) live when he left Halima?

a. In Medina, the rich section.

b. In the well-to-do area of Mecca.

c. In the poor area of Mecca.

d. Near the Ka'ba.
3 How old do you think Muhammad (pbuh) was when he and his mother went to visit Medina (Yathrib)?

a. Five years.

b. Five and a half years.

c. Six years.

d. Six and a half years.
4 How old was Muhammad (pbuh) when his grandfather, Abdul Mut'talib, died?

a. Seven and a half years old.

b. Nine years old.

c. Eight years old.

d. Eight and a half years old.
5 On their way to Syria, Muhammad (pbuh) had an interesting experience with a monk.
What did the monk ask for?

a. If a boy was with the caravan, wanted to see him.

b. Talked to Muhammad, asked questions.

c. Looked for a mole on Muhammad's back, admired it + a.

d. Gave recommendations to Abu Talib + a and b.
6 After the Fujjar War, the dignitaries wanted to stop all killing.  League of Fudul was the result.
Who was the youngest member of the participants?

a. Imam Ali (a.s.).

b. Muhammad (pbuh).

c. Abu Bakr (r).

d. Omar (r).
7 As a young man, Muhammad (pbuh) tended to the sheep to help his uncle.  How was his feeling about this career?

a. Elated and happy, because he helped his uncle.

b. Happy and proud of it, because he was close to nature.
c. Felt good, because he was alone, and could think for himself + a and b.

d. Complained of the long hours and the hard work.
8 Muhammad (pbuh) and Maysara became good friends.   What did Maysara do when Muhammad (pbuh) was back in Mecca from the trip to Syria?
a. Told Khadija how wonderful Muhammad was.

b. Told people how wonderful Muhammad was.

c. Advertised about Muhammad's goodness of character.

d. Told his woman-master, Khadija, about Muhammad.
9 What did Khadija see in Muhammad (pbuh) to love so much?

a. Was above all men in integrity and goodness of character.

b. Was young and handsome.
c. Had a potential to be a leader + a and b.

d. Was going to be a Prophet (pbuh).
10 The Ka'ba was being rebuilt.  The elders were in disagreement about who was to have the honor to put the black stone in its place.
How was the problem solved?
a. Accept the decision of the first man coming.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Accept his decision only if it is wise.

c. Accept the decision only if it agrees with own wishes.

d. Accept the decision if it is Muhammad's.
11 Arabian society before Islam was degenerate.  How was the moral fiber of the house of Muhammad (pbuh)?
a. Most high, that was Muhammad's nature.

b. Most high, high morality is a prelude for Prophet (pbuh)hood.

c. Most high, to avoid problems from immorality.

d. Most high, immorality is terrible.
12 When Muhammad (pbuh) and young Ali visited the poor and sick, what did Ali learn first hand?
a. About the misery of the people.

b. Some exposure about the poor but innocent people.

c. Intensive training for compassion to humanity.

d. Ali matured + b and c.
13 Hiraa cave lies near the top of mountain of Noor, facing the Ka'ba.  Why was it Muhammad's favorite spot?

a. A bird's-eye view of Mecca and the Ka'ba.

b. A detached feeling from the Meccans + a.
c. The quietude and the serenity of the place + a & b.

d. Cool breeze, birds singing, feeling close to nature.
14 Where did Muhammad (pbuh) see Jibreel (Gabriel) the first time?

a. In cave Hiraa when he received the revelation.
b. As he was coming down the mountain of Noor.

c. At the entrance of cave Hiraa.

d. As he was at mountain of Thaur.
15 Khadija saw the changes on the face of Muhammad (pbuh) when he received the second revelation.  Will you describe these changes?

a. Happy, calm and receptive + b and c.

b. Agitated, as if with a heavy load on his chest.

c. Staying still, sweating, with heavy breathing until the revelation being revealed was over.
d. b and c above.
16 For how long was the message of Islam given in secret?
a. The first 36 months.

b. The first 30 months.

c. The first 24 months.

d. The first 12 months.
17 Why did Abu Lahab mess up the party given by Muhammad (pbuh) to the call for Islam?

a. Saw Islam as a threat to his status and prestige.

b. As a threat to the social order of the pagans + a.
c. Wanted to bring attention to himself + a and b.

d. Was the enemy of Muhammad (pbuh).
18 When the disbelievers offered to make Muhammad a king or anything he wished, what was his answer to Abu Talib?

a. I love to be the king, but I have to condemn the idols.

b. I love to be an emperor.

c. I want castles with servants.
d. He rejected the offers in a most dramatic way?
19 Yasir and his wife, Sumieya, were repeatedly tortured by Abu Jahl until they lost their lives in a most cruel way.  How was that?

a. Stoned to death + b and c below.

b. Tied to four animals, one limb to each animal, animals let loose.

c. They died in a most gruesome way, i.e. quartered.

d. b and c above.
20 What did the Meccan disbelievers try to do to the Muslims in Abyssinia?

a. Give gifts to the king of Abyssinia + b.

b. Ask the king to discharge the Muslims from Abyssinia.

c. Try to convince the Muslims to go back to Mecca.

d. Try to kill all 88 Muslims there.
21 The cruelest period for persecution of the Muslims was when the pagans of Quraish tried to boycott the clan of Benu Hashim.  What happened?

a. Muhammad (pbuh) + relatives from Benu Hashim were abdicated to an eerie valley.

b. No contact, social or otherwise, was allowed with others in Mecca.  Guards were put on top of surrounding mountains.

c. The cruel circumstances lead to death of Khadija and Abu Talib after the boycott was lifted some time later.

d. All the above.
22 What is Israa?

a. Meccans became Aseers (captives).

b. Supernatural phenomenon happening to Muhammad (pbuh).

c. Muhammad (pbuh) taken by Gabriel from Mecca to Jerusalem + b.

d. A battle between the Meccans and the Muslims, ending in eradication of the Umayya clan.
23 Quraish devised a plan to murder Muhammad (pbuh) in cold blood, in the thirteenth year of the call to Islam.  What was their plan?

a. A representative from each tribe to share in the murder.

b. a above but two representatives instead of one + c.

c. To attack simultaneously.

d. a and c above.
24 Why did Muhammad ask Ali to be in his bed?

a. Wanted a man with an unshakable deep faith.

b. Wanted an extremely brave man, willing to give his life for Islam, not reveal sensitive Islamic information, and return the trust of the valuables to its owners faithfully.

c. Wanted a close relative + a and b above.

d. a and b above.
25 Where is Mount Thaur?

a. South of Mecca by five miles.

b. a above + towards Yemen.

c. a above + on the way to Medina.

d. North of Mecca by five miles.
26 Was the escape of Muhammad (pbuh) from Mecca to Medina a miracle, an act of God?

a. It was such that the safe escape was miraculous.

b. So cleverly done that it was a miracle.

c. With such suspense-filling moments that it can be regarded as a miracle.

d. It is a supernatural chain of events.
27 What time of year was Muhammad's (pbuh) escape from Mecca to Medina?

a. June, temp. 120 degrees.

b. April, cool weather.

c. December, that is why Ali covered himself with the blanket.

d. The fall, temp. 70.
28 How long did Ali (a.s.) take to go from Mecca to Medina?

a. Two weeks.

b. Three weeks, since the distance is 300 miles.

c. Four weeks.

d. Six weeks.
29 How long did it take for Muhammad (pbuh), Abu Bakr (r) and the guide to travel from  Mecca to Medina?



a. Being a risky and difficult trip it took three weeks.

b. Two weeks.

c. Four weeks.

d. Six weeks.
30 What do you call the place which Muhammad (pbuh) and Abu Bakr (r) arrived at near Medina?

a. Qubaa'.

b. Ab'waa.

c. Yathrib.

d. Yarmuk.
31 Qubaa' being the site of the Prophet (pbuh)'s arrival, what was the first thing they did?

a. Lay foundation of a mosque.

b. Wait for Ali (a.s.) to arrive.

c. a and b + rest for as many as four days.

d. Put the basis for an Islamic government.
32 How was Ali's condition when he finally arrived at Qubaa'?

a. He and the camel were exhausted.

b. Exhausted, feet bruised and swollen.

c. His horse was exhausted too.

d. Ali (a.s.) was without food.
33 How was the feeling at Medina when Muhammad (pbuh) was entering it?

a. Jubilation by the Muslims.

b. Curiosity and good feeling by the Jews.

c. a and b above + great optimism.

d. Resistance and apprehension by disbelievers + a and b.
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P.O. Box 4355, 
Rockville, MD 20849, 
Phone:  (301)530-4466, Fax: (301)530-9338 . Website: darulsalam.org
Highlights about a Website
It took 9 months to build the site of islamicbooks.info (from October 2004 to July 2005).  Usually 6-8 hours a day.  This was for design, formatting the books and building the navigation system.

It took another month to hook it right in the Web Host (FatCow.com).  The idea was to have the books of Islamic Weekend School available on the internet.  The modest reach expected about 10 visitors a month.  Little did we know the explosive growth within a short period of time and the outreach this site had produced.  There was a need
The Growth

Within a few months of about 20-35 Unique Visitors each month, the number climbed steadily to 50-60 within a short time, then to average 200 visitors per month in 2006, then to about 300 a month in 2007, but in January 2008 alone it reached 467.  Many complimentary letters were received from the US, Canada and England.
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Each visitor logged on an average of 10 times in any one month.  This meant about 2,500-3,000 visits each month. They have downloaded anything from 500,000 Kb up to 1,000,000 Kb or more in some months.

Material provided
In increasing order, the following was provided steadily over a 2 ½ years:

1 Islamic Books (total 20)

2 Dialogue: Shi’a-Sunni, a bridge of understanding

3 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4 Slide Show in PowerPoint (Quran, Life of Muhammad, Imams, and other interesting subjects
5 27 Themes of Nahjul Balaaghah, each theme is about a special category (Very advanced)
6 Multiple Choice Questions in PowerPoint

7 Interesting articles by various authors in English

8 Interesting articles by various authors in Arabic

9 Du’aas translated and categorized

As the material increases, the volume it takes is bigger.  The site is huge and it holds by now 163.5 Megabytes.

The Reach
Through a software called dnsstuff.com, we can easily tell where these visitors are coming from.  Other than numerous cities in most of the various states of the US, numerous towns in Canada also are active.  This is from Alaska to New York, and from Toronto to Saskatoon.  To our surprise, many visits hailed from England, Netherlands, Finland, Paris, Germany, Russia, Japan, the Philippines, Singapore, Malaysia, Pakistan, India, Indonesia and Iran.  From the Arabic speaking countries visits came from Dubai, Riyadh, Beirut, Cairo, Masqat, Bahrain, Doha, Yemen, Algiers, and Morocco. 
Many of these repeat their visits every month, not only during any said month but from one month to the other of the last 3 years.  The download varies, each sometime may download up to 80,000 Kb.

The Material sought after

Because the site offers Sunni as well as Shi’a material in a well balanced sound content, and leaves it to the reader to reach a conclusion, the site is reached with good spirit and is eagerly received.  Many subjects stood out as favorite, especially during special religious occasions, such as slide show of Sunni Identity, Shi’a Identity, Karbala Aftermath, Life of the Prophet (pbuh), the MCC Medical Clinic, among other things.
The site served well for the Prison Chaplains to order Qurans and the Books for their Prison Libraries.  Thus the material would become available over a long period of time for the prisoners.
Notice to the Prisoners. 
Please do not write directly to Darul Salam to request books, publications or Qurans.  These are distributed by Quran Account only.
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	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH
One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.
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AL-RAZZAQ
     Allah is the Sustainer. Sustenance is needed to maintain the creation. There is a physical sustenance and a spiritual suste​nance. In the case of man, one should count as physical sustenance not only food, drink, air and clothing but also one's mother and father, husband or wife and children as well. Even one's possessions and knowledge are part of one's sustenance.

     All that is included in what we call natural laws is also included in material sustenance. There is nothing empty or useless in the universe. Every single creation is a treasure, as is indicated in the ayah: Rabbana ma khalaqta hadha bdtilan​": Our Lord, You have not created this universe in vain" (3:190). All material sustenance is pure in origin. Only if it is soiled by the hand of man does it become undesirable, hateful and unlawful. Therefore man first has to seek and find the elements of sustenance in everything. The one who cannot receive his sustenance because he does not make any effort is of the un-sustained, which is a curse. And again, if man spoils by his dirty hands the pure sustenance given to him, he is of those who partake of what is unlawful.

     The spiritual sustenance is contained in the holy books, but some holy books, although originally pure, have also been spoiled by the hand of man. Not so the Holy Quran, the last and final sacred book, which has not been tampered with. Not even a dot has been changed. Just as one has to make efforts to gain material sustenance, one will receive one's spiritual sustenance from the Holy Quran to a degree equal to the extent of one's efforts.
Abd al-Razzaq is he whom Allah has rendered rich. He becomes a source for others to gain their sustenance with ease and in abundance.


	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	· "Four things make good fortune: good children, sincere friends, an agreeable wife and that one's work be at the place one resides."  While in another place the Holy Prophet (pbuh) said, "It is good fortune for a man to have a son resembling himself, a pretty devout wife, comfortable conveyance and a spacious house."


	SAYINGS OF IMAM AL-BAAQIR, the 5th Imam

	· Asked, "What is the True Religion," the Imam answered, "It is the one, on which He created all men, for Allah endowed them with an ability to realize Him."  He gave the meaning of the Quranic verse thus:

        "The Nature of Allah is the one upon which He created man."
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