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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 7,294 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 84 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project


Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.
((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
عبد الله بن مكتوم
الصحابي الجليل
Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum
(The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 

Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum was a cousin of Khadijah, the first wife of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and the Mother of the Believers. His father was Qays ibn Said and his mother was Aatikah bint Abdullah.  She was called Umm Maktum (Mother of the Concealed One) because she gave birth to a blind  child.
As a blind man, Abdullah witnessed the rise of Islam in Mecca. He was amongst the first to accept Islam. He lived  through the persecution of the Muslims and suffered what the other companions of the Prophet  experienced. His attitude, (like theirs) was one of firmness, staunch resistance and sacrifice. Neither  his dedication nor his faith weakened against the violence of the Quraish onslaught. In fact, this only increased his determination to hold on to the religion of God and his devotion to His  messenger.  

Abdullah was devoted to the noble Prophet and he was so eager to memorize the Quran that he  would not miss any opportunity to achieve his heart’s desire. Indeed, his sense of urgency and his  insistence could sometimes be irritating as he, unintentionally, sought to monopolize the  attention of the Prophet.  

In this period, the Prophet, peace be upon him, was concentrating on the Quraish notables and  was eager that they accept Islam. On one particular day, he met Utbah ibn Rabiah and  his brother Abu Jahl, Umayya ibn Khalaf and Walid ibn  Mughira, the father of Khalid ibn Walid the well known Muslim General in later days. The Prophet began talking to them about Islam and negotiating with them. He so much  wished that they would respond positively to him and accept Islam or at least call off their  persecution of his companions.  

While he was thus engaged, the blind Abdullah ibn Maktum came up and asked him to read a verse  from the Quran. "O messenger of God," he said, "teach me from what God has taught you."  

The Prophet frowned and turned away from him,  and turned his attention instead to the prestigious  group of Quraish, hoping that they would become Muslims and by their acceptance of Islam  they would strengthen his mission. As soon as he had  finished speaking to them and had left their company. he at this point was revealed the following revelation: 
عَبَسَ وَتَوَلَّى   أَن جَاءهُ الْأَعْمَى   وَمَا يُدْرِيكَ لَعَلَّهُ يَزَّكَّى   أَوْ يَذَّكَّرُ فَتَنفَعَهُ الذِّكْرَى   أَمَّا مَنِ اسْتَغْنَى  فَأَنتَ لَهُ تَصَدَّى    وَمَا عَلَيْكَ أَلَّا يَزَّكَّى   وَأَمَّا مَن جَاءكَ يَسْعَى   وَهُوَ يَخْشَى   فَأَنتَ عَنْهُ تَلَهَّى   كَلَّا إِنَّهَا تَذْكِرَةٌ…
"He frowned and turned away when the blind man approached him! Yet for all you knew, (O  Muhammad), he might perhaps have grown in purity or have been reminded of the Truth, and  helped by this reminder. Now as for him who believes himself to be self-sufficient, to him you gave  your whole attention, although you are not accountable for his failure to attain to purity. But as for  him who came unto you full of eagerness and in awe of God, him did you disregard.  
Nay, verily, this is but a reminder and so, whoever is willing may remember Him in the light of His  revelations blessed with dignity, loftiness and purity, borne by the hands of messengers, noble and most  virtuous.'    (Surah Abasa 80: 116) 

These are the sixteen verses which were revealed to the noble Prophet about Abdullah ibn Umm  Maktum, sixteen verses that have continued to be recited from that time till today and shall  continue to be recited.  

From that day the Prophet did not cease to be generous to Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum. to ask him  about his affairs, to fulfill his needs and take him into his council whenever he approached. This is  not strange. Was he not censured by God in severe manner on Abdullah's account? In fact,  in later years, he often greeted Ibn Umm Maktum with these words of humility:  

"Welcome unto him on whose account my Sustainer has rebuked me."
When the Quraish  intensified their persecution of the Prophet and those who believed with him, God gave them  permission to emigrate. Abdullah’s response was prompt. He and Musab ibn Umair were the first  of the Companions to reach Medina.  

As soon as they reached Yathrib, he and Musab began discussing with the people, reading the  Quran to them and teaching them the religion of God. When the Prophet, upon whom be peace,  arrived in Medina, he appointed Abdullah and Bilal ibn Rabah to be mu’adh-dhins for the Muslims,  proclaiming the Oneness of God five times a day, calling man to the best of actions and summoning  them to success .  

Bilal would call the adhan and Abdullah would pronounce the Iqaama for the Prayer. Sometimes  they would reverse the process. During Ramadhan, they adopted a special routine. One of them  would call the adhan to wake people up to eat before the fast began. The other would call the  adhan to announce the beginning of dawn and the fast. It was Bilal who would awaken the  people and Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum who would announce the beginning of dawn.  

One of the responsibilities that the Prophet placed on Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum was to put him in  charge of Medina in his absence. This was done more than ten times, one of them being when he  left for the liberation of Mecca.  

Soon after the battle of Badr, the Prophet received a revelation from God raising the status of the Islamicly active (mujahideen) and preferring them over the qaideen (those who remain inactive at home). This was  in order to encourage the Mujahid even further and to spur the qaid to give up his inactivity. This  revelation affected ibn Umm Maktum deeply. It pained him to be thus barred from the higher  status and he said:  

O messenger of God. If I could go on Jihad, I would certainly do." He then earnestly asked God to  send down a revelation about his particular case and those like him who were prevented because  of their disabilities from going on military campaigns.  

His prayer was answered. An additional phrase was revealed to the Prophet exempting those with  disabilities from the import of the original verse. The full ayah became:
لاَّ يَسْتَوِي الْقَاعِدُونَ مِنَ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ غَيْرُ أُوْلِي الضَّرَرِ وَالْمُجَاهِدُونَ فِي سَبِيلِ اللّهِ بِأَمْوَالِهِمْ وَأَنفُسِهِمْ فَضَّلَ اللّهُ الْمُجَاهِدِينَ بِأَمْوَالِهِمْ وَأَنفُسِهِمْ عَلَى الْقَاعِدِينَ دَرَجَةً وَكُـلاًّ وَعَدَ اللّهُ الْحُسْنَى وَفَضَّلَ اللّهُ الْمُجَاهِدِينَ عَلَى الْقَاعِدِينَ أَجْرًا عَظِيمًا
"Not equal are those who remain seated among the believers, except those who possess  disabilities, and those who strive and fight in the way of God with their wealth and their persons."  (Surah an-Nisaa, 4: 95).  

In spite of thus being excused from Jihad, the soul of Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum refused to be  content with staying among those who remained at home when an expedition was in progress.  Great souls are not content with remaining detached from affairs of great moment. He determined  that no campaign should by-pass him. He fixed a role for himself on the battle field. He would say:  "Place me between two rows and give me the standard. I will carry it for you and protect it, for I  am blind and cannot run away. "  

In the fourteenth year after the Hijrah, Omar resolved to mount a major assault against the  Persians to bring down their State and open the way for the Muslim forces. So he wrote to his  governors:  

"Send anyone with a weapon or a horse or who can offer any form of help to me. And make  haste."  

Crowds of Muslims from every direction responded to Omar's call and converged on Medina.  Among all these was the blind Mujahid Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum. Omar appointed Sa’d ibn Abi Waqqas commander over the army, gave him instructions and bade him farewell. When the army  reached Qadisiya, Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum was prominent, wearing a coat of armor and fully prepared. He had vowed to carry and protect the standard of the Muslims or be killed in the  process.  

The forces met and engaged in battle for three days. The fighting was among the most fierce and  bitter in the history of the Muslim conquests. On the third day, the Muslims achieved a mighty victory as one of the greatest empires in the world collapsed and one of the most secure thrones  fell. The standard of Tawhid was raised in an idolatrous land. The price of this clear victory was  hundreds of martyrs. Among them was Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum. He was found dead on the  battlefield clutching the flag of the Muslims
.((((((((((·((((((((((
ADVANCE \D 7.20
KHUTBA OF JUMU'AH

Islam as the Complete Way of Life
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
Let us all practice Taq’wa (piety and righteousness), and revere Allah and obey His divine commands.  Let us be heedful of our choices in this life and their likely consequences in the hereafter.  Be aware of our final destination, our eventual end and departure into the everlasting life.  We ask Allah to protect us from evilness and falsehood and help us lay a foundation with moral values according to the rules of our Lord.

Allah tells us in Surah 3 (Aali Imraan), Ayah 102:
	“Oh you who believe! Take heed of Allah with the degree due Him,  and do not die but as Muslims.”
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ اتَّقُواْ اللّهَ حَقَّ تُقَاتِهِ وَلاَ تَمُوتُنَّ إِلاَّ وَأَنتُم مُّسْلِمُونَ


Surely we will meet Allah and be taken to account for our deeds of this life. We may meet our end any moment, and its timing cannot be put off.  The good news is that it will be painless for those who are conscious of Allah and follow His Divine Commands (al-Muttaqeen). 

The scientific and industrial discoveries have expanded enormously in our age, and it is difficult to enumerate them.  There was a time when man valued his freedom most and even sacrificed his life for it.  Now however, man has become enslaved by production and consumption.  As a result man has shown an unsettling reaction, proclaiming he finds life meaningless!  Why may we ask? 

The Holy Quran emphasizes that all pomp and splendor of life is meaningless if it is devoid of faith, spirituality, and Divine Directives.  Throughout history, religion has been misinterpreted at times and even neglected, due to misunderstanding.  There are many religions in the world each of which claims to be the complete one and the only true one.  Neutral observers therefore become confused, perplexed, and perhaps averse to any religion. 

The concept of religion in Islam is unique.  It is true that genuine religion must come from God for the right guidance of man.  And it is equally true that man’s nature and major man’s needs are basically the same at all times.  This concept leads to one conclusion, and that is:  There is only One true religion coming from the One and the same God. 

In this monotheistic perspective of Islam, all aspects of life, as well as degrees of cosmic manifestation, are governed by a single principle and unified by a common center.  The Power of God is all-encompassing and there is no other power but His; for there cannot be two orders of reality.  “La Ilaaha illa Allah” ultimately means that there is no Divinity, Being or Reality other than Allah: the Absolute Being or the Absolute Reality. 

Religion is considered as the Divine Guidance sent through all the Prophets to people of all ages and of all nations.  Of these religions Islam is the Final One.  That is why the Prophet (pbuh) claimed not to have brought a new religion, but to have affirmed the Truth as claimed by the previous Prophets.  The Quran says in Surah 5 (al-Maa’ida) Ayah 48:
	“And unto thee [O’ Prophet!] We have revealed this Divine Book,  setting forth the Truth,  confirming the Truth sent before it, 

and a guardian over it…”
	وَأَنزَلْنَا إِلَيْكَ الْكِتَابَ بِالْحَقِّ مُصَدِّقًا لِّمَا بَيْنَ يَدَيْهِ مِنَ الْكِتَابِ وَمُهَيْمِنًا عَلَيْهِ….


Imam Ali says in Nahjul Balaaghah, Sermon 1, Page 4
ولم یخل الله سبحانه خلقه من نبی مرسل   او کتاب منزل   او حجة لازمه   او محجة قائمه
رسل لا تقصر بهم قلة عددهم ولا کثرة المکذبین لهم  من سابق سمی له من بعده او غابر عرفه من قبله  علی ذلک نسلت (ذهبت) القرون ومضت الدهور   وسلفت الآباء وخلقت الأبناء الی ان بعث الله سبحانه محمدا رسول الله (ص)  لانجاز عدته واتمام نبوته
“Allah has not allowed His creation with​out::

a) a Prophet deputed by Him, or 

b) a book sent down from Him, or 

c) a binding argument or a standing plea.  

Allah’s Messengers were such that they did not feel small because of the small number of their followers or large number of their adversaries.  

Among the Prophets was either a predecessor, who would name the one to fol​low him, 

or the follower who had been introduced by the predecessor.  

In this manner ages passed and times rolled on, fathers passed away while sons took their places, till Allah deputed Muhammad (pbuh) as His Prophet, in fulfillment of His promise and to finalize the Prophethood.  

Muhammad’s pledge was taken from the [preceding] Prophets,

his qualities were highly reputed and his lineage was honorable.

The people of the earth at his time were divided in different parties, their aims were diverse and their ways were dissimilar. 

They either considered Allah to be like His creation or twisted His Names or turned to other than Him.  

Through Muhammad (pbuh) Allah guided mankind out of falsehood and with his efforts took them out of ignorance.”

According to the Quran and Hadith, Islam sees itself as heir to this long chain of Prophets.  In Islam we believe in all the Prophets.  However, Islam does not believe it has inherited the Prophets’ teach​ings by neither temporal nor historical transmissions.  In Surah 33 (al-Ahzaab), Ayah 40 the Quran calls Muhammad (pbuh) as the “Seal of Prophets."   Fourteen hundred years have passed and they confirmed this assertion, for there has not been another heavenly manifestation of the Truth.  The Quran has re-established “al-Deen al-Hanif” meaning the absolute Truth within the nature of things.   Allah says in Surah 30 (al-Room), Ayah 30: 
	Set thou thy face uprightly to the Faith, 

in harmony with the nature Allah has made for man: 

No change can there be in the creation of Allah:  

That is the upright religion, but most people do not know”
	فَأَقِمْ وَجْهَكَ لِلدِّينِ حَنِيفًا فِطْرَةَ اللَّهِ الَّتِي فَطَرَ النَّاسَ عَلَيْهَا لَا تَبْدِيلَ لِخَلْقِ اللَّهِ 
ذَلِكَ الدِّينُ الْقَيِّمُ وَلَكِنَّ أَكْثَرَ النَّاسِ لَا يَعْلَمُونَ


Islam consid​ers authentic religions as based on the truth al-Islam or “surrender to God”, meaning not only what was revealed through the Quran but the previous authentic religions as well.  Thus, the Quran calls Prophet Abraham as Muslim, meaning one who is in the status of al-Islam.

Islam legislates a set of sensible rules and laws based on ethics.  The responsibilities of individuals and society are made clear for all, be it black or white, urban or rural, man or woman, great or small, servant or master, rich or poor, in ordinary or exceptional circumstances.  The Quran says in Surah 14 (Ibrahim), Ayah 24: 
	”Do you not see how Allah sets forth a parable?  

A goodly word is like a goodly tree, whose roots are firmly fixed, and its branches are in heaven.”
	أَلَمْ تَرَ كَيْفَ ضَرَبَ اللّهُ مَثَلاً كَلِمَةً طَيِّبَةً كَشَجَرةٍ طَيِّبَةٍ أَصْلُهَا ثَابِتٌ وَفَرْعُهَا فِي السَّمَاء


The Islamic system is a complete religion and superior to any secular system; it is of more benefit to humanity.  The Quran says in Surah 30 (al-Room), Ayah 30: 
	“…This is the upright religion, but most people know it not.”
	….ذَلِكَ الدِّينُ الْقَيِّمُ وَلَكِنَّ أَكْثَرَ النَّاسِ لَا يَعْلَمُونَ


Islam had directed people to high ethical principles long before Western civilization arose.  According to the commandments of Islam, one must make ethics one's primary goal and to base the laws upon the ethical values.  To forget ethics and to base laws on material interests will gradually draw a society into materialism.  The Most Noble Messenger said in this connection: 
	“I was sent to perfect the morality of the people”
	بعثت لأتمم مكارم الأخلاق


Secular ideas nowadays challenge the Islamic world often, and there is danger of misunderstanding and deviation about Islam.  The way of Islam is essentially Gnostic.  Therefore Islam must respond to other systems claiming to be scientific.  When Muslims built schools on European models and teaching their subjects, its students moved towards multiplicity and secularism. 

Does Islam agree with agnostic secularism?  Of course not, not at all!  Secularism implies ideas and institutions of purely human origin, not derived from God.  Anything whose origin is human can be considered as non-Divine.

Allah says in the Holy Quran, Surah 17 (Israa), Ayah 9:
	“Verily, this Quran guides to all that is most upright, 

and gives believers who do good deeds the glad tidings 

that theirs will be a great reward.”
	إِنَّ هَـذَا الْقُرْآنَ يِهْدِي لِلَّتِي هِيَ أَقْوَمُ وَيُبَشِّرُ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ الَّذِينَ يَعْمَلُونَ الصَّالِحَاتِ أَنَّ لَهُمْ أَجْرًا كَبِيرًا


He also says: Surah 16 (al-Nah’l), Ayah 89: 
	“…We have sent down to thee [O’ Muhammad], 

this Divine Writ explaining everything, 

and as a guidance, and a glad tidings unto all who submit themselves to God.”
	وَيَوْمَ نَبْعَثُ فِي كُلِّ أُمَّةٍ شَهِيدًا عَلَيْهِم مِّنْ أَنفُسِهِمْ وَجِئْنَا بِكَ شَهِيدًا عَلَى هَـؤُلاء وَنَزَّلْنَا عَلَيْكَ الْكِتَابَ تِبْيَانًا لِّكُلِّ شَيْءٍ وَهُدًى وَرَحْمَةً وَبُشْرَى لِلْمُسْلِمِينَ


Islam is the gateway to correctly view the reality of things personal, social and cosmic based on a correct manner of behavior and a precise method of interaction between men.  In Surah 5 (al-Maa’ida), Ayah 16 we read that the Quran directs: “Guides to the truth and a right path” which means the road of right belief and correct action. 

Islam satisfies not only the spiritual but also the material needs of man in moderation.  It improves man’s knowledge of God and at the same time it improves man’s own knowledge of his self.  Islam teaches mankind about the secrets of life versus the nature of man.  Islam teaches mankind about good and evil, about right and wrong.  Islam purifies the soul from evilness, clears the mind from doubts, and strengthens the character and corrects the convictions of man.  This can only be achieved when man faithfully observes the spiritual duties and physical regulation. 

For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.

Let us present a brief history of Hadhrat Fatima al-Zahra, the daughter of the Prophet (pbuh).  Khadija, Fatima, and Zainab had highlighted the greatness of woman and illustrated womanhood in such a way as to be the superb example. Hadhrat Fatima was the wife of Imam Ali, and the mother of al-Hasan and al-Husain, Zainab Al-Kubra and Umm Kulthoom.

Fatima was brought up in the family of the Prophet (pbuh) and took heart enthusiastically in the knowledge and wisdom of the Prophet (pbuh).  Fatima was deeply loved by her father and she was very close to him.  Due to the perfections of her character and the depth of her faith, the Prophet loved her and appreciated her to the extreme.  

When Fatima was in the marriageable age, many men asked her hand in marriage, including Abu Bakr and Omar.  But the Prophet said, “I am waiting for the revelation in these connections”. (Kashf al-Ghumma, Vol. 1, Page 353.(  But Fatima married Ali, who grew up in the same noble house of the Prophet (pbuh). (Bihaar al-Anwaar, Vol. 43, Page 93.  Also Amaali al-Siddooq, Page 38.(
When Ali approached the Prophet requesting the hand of Fatima in marriage, the Prophet approved his request.  The Prophet entered his house to take Fatima’s opinion about the matter.  He said to her, “Oh daughter! You know fully well that Ali was the first faithful.  I had prayed to God to give you the best husband.  God glory to Him has selected Ali to be your husband, so, what is your opinion?”  Fatima remained silent.  The father took her silence as the token for her agreement (as used to be the habit in those days).  One month afterwards the marriage took place, it was during the 2nd year of Hijrah.   On the marriage night the Prophet held Fatima by hand and handed her over to Ali and said,  

“Oh Ali, Fatima is the best wife for you”

Thereafter, the Prophet would address Fatima and say:

“Oh Fatima, Ali is a good husband for you”

Then he would say:

“Now, both of you move towards your real home”) Kashf al-Ghumma, Vol. 1, Page 358. ( 
The house of Ali was next door to the Prophet’s house.  It was the house of purity and piety, as was praised by the Holy Quran in Surah 33 (al-Hujuraat), Ayah 33, whereby God took it on Himself to keep away all kinds of spiritual uncleanness (sinfulness) from them.  In this house Ali was the father, Fatima al-Zahra the mother; and al-Hasan, al-Husain, and Zainab, Umm Kulthoom, were the children.  This home is an ideal example or a prototype for every family to emulate in every age.

While Fatima knew that Ali did not possess material wealth, she knew well that he was rich in faith, and endowed with great wealth of goodness of character, self-sacrifice, and devotion.  She was aware that Ali’s youthful period was spent struggling for Islam and defending it wholeheartedly.  And that paramount in Ali’s mind was the service to Islam and contributing to its welfare. 

The lives of Ali and Fatima are a school for the succeeding generations, so the people may learn a lesson from them.  As a family they were well coordinated in their relationship and the chores of the house.  On the one hand when Ali got free from work outside the house, he used to lend a helping hand to Fatima.  On the other hand, Fatima on her part tried her best to keep Ali happy.  Both led a life of mutual love and affection, not even calling each other by their names, rather when Ali addressed her would say, “Daughter of the Prophet,” and when Fatima addressed him she would address him as “Amir al-Mu’mineen” (Commander of the Faithful).

They were ideal in raising and training their children.  They responded to their children with love and affection.  They loved their children a great deal, to the degree that they never said anything hurtful or damaging as to bring sorrow to them. 

Of the four Supreme Women in the World, Fatima is one, as has so specified the Prophet (pbuh).  Fatima is the heir of all honor and virtue.  

Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20

A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet (pbuh) Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:
To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.

8. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
9. Du’aas categorized and translated
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reach 3,000 to 3,500 for each month, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 8,115 as of 5-26-08.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
QUESTIONS ABOUT Muhammad (pbuh) Vol 2
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	A
	|
	21.
	B

	2.
	D
	|
	22.
	A

	3.
	C
	|
	23.
	B

	4.
	D
	|
	24.
	D

	5.
	B
	|
	25.
	B

	6.
	A
	|
	26.
	

	7.
	B
	|
	27.
	

	8.
	D
	|
	28.
	

	9.
	A
	|
	29.
	

	10.
	D
	|
	30.
	

	11.
	C
	|
	31.
	

	12.
	A
	|
	32.
	

	13
	A
	|
	33.
	

	14.
	C
	|
	34.
	

	15.
	A
	|
	35.
	

	16.
	C
	|
	36.
	

	17.
	B
	|
	37.
	

	18.
	A
	|
	38.
	

	19.
	A
	|
	39.
	

	20.
	A
	|
	40.
	


 ((((((((((·((((((((((
IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.

((((((((((·((((((((((
IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS ABOUT Muhammad (pbuh) Vol 2
1 When Muhammad (pbuh) and the Muslims prayed at Qubaa', the day was Friday.
Was that the first Friday prayer in freedom in Islam?

a. Yes, the first in history.

b. Yes, the first in Medina.

c. No, they prayed in freedom in Mecca.

d. Maybe.
2 How did the Meccans feel about their failure to kill the Prophet (pbuh) in cold blood?

a. Down right stupid.

b. Furious to lose the opportunity.

c. Determined to find Muhammad (pbuh).

d. All the above.
3 How was the feeling at Medina when Muhammad (pbuh) was entering it?

a. Jubilation by the Muslims.

b. Curiosity and good feeling by the Jews.

c. a and b above + great optimism.

d. Resistance and apprehension by disbelievers + a and b.
4 What kind of example did the Prophet (pbuh) give the people by participating in building the Mosque in Medina?

a. Feeling of brotherly equality.

b. Respect of work.

c. The service of God, emanating through the mosque.

d. All the above.
5 Upon arriving in Medina, with whom did Muhammad (pbuh) choose to be in the status of brother?

a. With Omar (r).

b. With Ali (a.s.).

c. With Uthman (r).

d. With Abu Bakr (r).
6 How old was A’isha when Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) married her?

a. Less than twenty years old.

b. Twenty years old.

c. Twenty five years old.

d. Thirty years old.
7 What is the name of the first battle between the pagans of Mecca and the Muslims?

a. Ohod.

b. Badr.

c. Ditch affair.

d. Khaybar.
8 What was the news Muhammad (pbuh) came out with just before the fighting broke out at Badr encounter?

a. Gabriel told him:  "If a Muslim is killed in battle, he will be granted Heaven."

b. "Muslims would be victorious."

c. "Fight in desperation, for the sake of Islam + a."

d. a and b above.
9 How many prisoners of war did the Muslims get at the battle of Badr?

a. 70, some of them literate.

b. 70, all of them literate.

c. 70, half of them literate.

d. 70, none of them literate.
10 When 24 years old, Ali (a.s.) had the honor of marrying an outstanding lady.
What was her name, and who was she?

a. Fatima (a.s.), the daughter of Abu Bakr (r).

b. Fatima (a.s.), the oldest daughter of Muhammad (pbuh).

c. Fatima (a.s.), 21 years old, youngest daughter of the Prophet (pbuh).

d. c above, but less than 20 yrs. old.
11 Who withdrew from the Muslim force as they were preparing to face the pagans of Quraish?

a. The Jewish Benu Nadheer.

b. 1000 hypocrites.

c. 300 hypocrites.

d. 500 hypocrites.
12 Who stayed beside Muhammad (pbuh) when the Muslim force went in disarray at the latter part of Ohod?

a. Ali, Dujana.

b. Ali, Dujana, Omar, Abu Bakr.

c. Ali, Dujana, Zubair, Talha.

d. Ali, Dujana, Uthman, Omar and Abu Bakr.
13 How many of the Muslims lost their lives during the battle of Ohod?

a. 70 men, i.e. 10% of the total force!

b. 14 men.

c. 50 men.

d. 80 men, more than 10% of the total force!.
14 How did Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) escape the attempt on his life made by the Jewish Benu Nadheer?

a. Was told by a close companion.

b. Observed unusual whisperings among the negotiating Benu Nadheer.

c. Suspecting foul play, he wisely avoided his seating site, by the wall, for the negotiations + b

d. Was protected by Ali (a.s.) and Abu Dajana.
15 In the fifth year of Hijrah, pagan Quraish, the Jewish Benu Nadheer, along with other tribes, united to crush the Muslims.  What was the outcome?

a. Failure, after 3 weeks' attempt.

b. Success.

c. Failure after 3 months attempt.

d. Half successful.
16 Whose Muslims' suggestion was the best for confronting the enemy at the Ditch affair?

a. Muslims of Medina, Ansaar.

b. Ibn Al Aas.

c. Salman, the Persian.

d. Muslims of Mecca (Muhaajiroon).
17 How long did it take the Muslims to dig the ditch?

a. 12 days, through constant work.

b. 6 days, through constant work.

c. 18 days, through constant work.

d. 10 days, through constant work.
18 The force of the enemy was 10,000 for the famed Ditch affair.  How large was the force of the Muslims?

a. 1500 archers, plus 1500 other fighters.

b. A total of 1500 archers and fighters.

c. 1500 archers, only.

d. 1500 fighters, only.
19 Who spotted the crossing of the ditch and understood its danger?

a. Ali (a.s.).

b. Abu Dujana and Ali (a.s.).

c. Al-Ghafari and Ali (a.s.).

d. Ali (a.s.), Uthman (r) and ibn Auf.
20 How was the duel between Ali (a.s.) and Amr ibn Abdwid?

a. Relentless + b + c + d.

b. Ali successfully ducked all hits by Amr + c.

c. Amr fell to the ground, Ali bounced on him; Amr enraged, spit in Ali's face.  Ali returned the sword to Amr to give him a second chance + d.

d. Ali (a.s.) finished off Amr.
21 Ibn Muadh's judgment was for all Quraidha males of the fighting age to be executed; women, children and old people were to be cared for by Muslims.  How fair was that?

a. Fair but harsh.

b. Too inhumane + c.

c. Fair, since same thing would have happened to the Muslims if this tribe had succeeded in the intrigue during the Ditch affair.

d. Very fair if not too generous.
22 Khalid Ibnil Waleed was heading a force of 200 fighters to intercept the Muslims from performing the Haj.
Did he engage the Muslims in a fight?

a. No, Muslims took a rough detour route.

b. Yes, right away. 

c. No, only a shadow of a force from a distance.

d. Yes in Qadisiya.
23 When Muslims at Hudaibiya suspected that Uthman (r) might have been killed, what did the Prophet (pbuh) do?

a. Take an oath with other Muslims under a tree.

b. To fight unto death in retaliation + a.

c. Negotiate by sending Omar (r).

d. Prepare the force to attack Mecca.
24 By having the Hudaibiya treaty with Quraish, the Muslims felt safe from the south.
What did they do next? 

a. Confronted the threatening Jewish tribes at Khaybar.

b. Negotiated with the threatening Jewish tribes at Khaybar fortifications.

c. Concluded a treaty of mutual defense + a and b.

d. a above + laying siege to the fortifications.
25 Who was the first leader of the Muslim force at Khaybar?

a. Uthman (r).

b. Abu Bakr (r).

c. Omar (r).

d. Talha.
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Darul Salam Center, Inc., 
P.O. Box 4355, 
Rockville, MD 20849, 
Phone:  (301)530-4466, Fax: (301)530-9338 . Website: darulsalam.org
For the last two years
Activities of Darul Salam have been frozen during the last two years.  This was a result of lack of supporting funds to pay its expenses.  As has been said before, the cost of almost $30,000.00 a year was not met by membership enrolment (which averaged only $7,000 a year), making it difficult to keep relying on contributions of a few individuals..  
Darul Salam and its school, other functions were missed by many.  Expressions of regret were numerous and are well taken.  Darul Salam had filled a very important vacuum in Greater Washington area.  
During the last two years a number of meetings of the Board of Trustees and Directors did take place in Imam Ali’s Center.  Discussions of the fate, the reactivation, or possible modification of Darul Salam, among other subjects did take place.

Meeting of Board of Trustees (on 4-20-08): 
On April 20, 2008 the Board of Trustees met to discuss the fate of the building fund that is entrusted with it.  This fund was established to buy a building for Darul Salam, and attempts to find such a suitable building were made in 2004-2005.  Unfortunately the effort was not successful because of lack of sufficient money and/or  the high price of the real estate in the Washington area. 

The account for buying a building was put in a mutual fund that had brought a good capital growth so far.

The Board of Trustees (after a good deal of deliberation) decided to keep freezing the activities of Darul Salam and hope a new vigorous organization will be born as a result.  It was also decided to reimburse all those who had contributed previously for the building fund.  The decision was as follows:

1 Give a choice to each contributing member for either a refund, or no refund, i.e. keeping his contribution under the jurisdiction of Darul Salam.

2 The contributions of the member who had moved and left no forwarding address to be kept under the Jurisdiction of Darul Salam.

3 The capital growth of Darul Salam investment to be kept under the Jurisdiction of Darul Salam

4 A letter to be sent to each person whose address is in the database of Darul Salam to inform him of the decision.
5 The letter is to contain a stamped self addressed envelop so the members can send back their reply right away.

In the Last Meeting of both Boards (on 4-27-08):
The Board of Trustees and Directors met in Imam Ali’s Center on April 27, 2008.  Detailed discussions took place, and One Member asked for putting a choice to reactivate Darul Salam with a pledge to pay $100.00/month.  This was agreed upon but with a condition that he who wants to support Darul Salam with $100.00/month should also get involved in work for Darul Salam (be it as director, trustee, lecture giving, upkeep,  school, etc.)
The Result so far:
About 174 letters were mailed to every address available to Darul Salam.  It gave the choices as determined by both Boards of Trustees and Directors.  Each letter contained a stamped self addressed envelop.  The answers so far are as follows:
1 Every letter received so far had asked for a refund.

2 Still many people have not replied as of yet.

3 Only one person had elected to activate Darul Salam

4 When the answers are received in full, then liquidation of part of the mutual fund would be ordered, and the refunds would be completed.

5 The refunds are regarded as income for 2008, to be reported to the IRS.
6 A person who wishes to re-contribute his received refund to other tax-exempt organizations can do so, thus the contribution will be deducted from his income.

7 Since there are no activities to be reported, the publication of this page in the Bulletin of Affiliation will stop after 1-2 more publications.

Notice to the Prisoners. 
Please do not write directly to Darul Salam to request books, publications or Qurans.  These are distributed by Quran Account only.  As you can see from this report, Darul Salam has been frozen for the time being.  Direct all your requests to Quran Account.
.
	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH
One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.



	
AL-FATTAH

Allah is the Opener and the Solver, the Easier of all that is locked, tied and hardened. There are things that are closed to one. There are states and problems that are tied in a knot. There are hardened things that one cannot see through and pass through. Some are material things: professions, jobs, gains, possessions, places, friends that are unavailable to one. There are also hearts tied in a knot with sadness, minds tied up in doubts or questions they are unable to answer.

Allah al-Fattah opens them all. There is nothing unavaila​ble to the beloved servant of Allah, for whom al-Fattah opens all gates. No force can keep those doors locked. But if Allah does not open the doors of His blessings, no force can make those doors open. He has the key to the treasure of sacred secrets that is the heart of man, Allah's very own house.

Stand at the gate of Allah's mercy, and knock on the door of al-Fattah. He certainly will open it sooner or later. Pray and want things from Allah unceasingly, always. You are poor, He is Rich. You are in need, He is the Satisfier of needs. You are in the dark, He is the Light. If Allah wills you will see al-Wahhab when he opens the door.

You yourself, open your doors of mercy and generosity; help those who are weaker than you so that you will be saved from the tyranny of those who are stronger than you. Help the ones who are fallen, so that you will be helped when you fall. Above all, do not hurt anyone, because that is the key which locks the doors of mercy and blessings.
Abd al-Fattah is the one who has been given the key to the secrets of all knowledge. He opens knots believed to be fast, secrets which are hidden, hearts which are tight, bounties which are reserved.


	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	· Two paths can be chosen to be in the way of Allah:  One is an ill-treatment taken with composure, The other is a calamity taken with stamina and patience."


	SAYINGS OF IMAM AL-SAADIQ, the 6th Imam

	· "To communicate with those who shun you, And be generous to those who do you no favors, And forgive the ones who harm you,  Lo if you have done so Allah will ennoble you."
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