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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 7,576 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 60 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project


Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.
((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
النعمان بن المقرن
الصحابي الجليل
Al Numan ibn Muqarrin
(The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 
The tribe of Muzaynah had their habitations somewhere between Yathrib and Mecca.  News of the Prophet's arrival in Yathrib spread rapidly and soon it reached Muzaynah tribe.  One evening the chieftain of the tribe, al-Numan ibn Maqarrin, sat among the elders and members of the tribe and  addressed them:  

"O people! by God, we have learned only good about Muhammad and his mission, of mercy, kindness, and justice. What's wrong with us? Why do we tarry while people are hastening to him?" "As for myself," he continued, "I have made up my mind to leave early in the morning to join him. Whoever of you wishes to go with me, let him get ready."  

His words had quite an effect on his people for by next morning al-Numan's ten brothers and four hundred tribesmen were ready to go with him to meet the Prophet, and enter the religion of Islam.  

Al-Numan however felt embarrassed to go to the Prophet without carrying presents for  him and the Muslims. But they were in a year of drought and their livestock had suffered. Still, he went around the tribesmen and gathered up whatever sheep and goats were left. These he drove before him to Medina.  There in the presence of the Prophet, he and his fellow tribesmen announced their acceptance of Islam.  

Medina was agog with excitement, never before there had been a single family with all eleven brothers accepting Islam simultaneously along with four hundred horsemen. The  Prophet was exceedingly glad and gratified. Indeed this was commended  by God Almighty when He revealed the following words of the Quran to the Prophet:  

"And among the nomad Arabs are such as believe in God and the Last Day, and regard all that they spend in God's cause as a means of drawing them nearer to God and of (their being remembered in) the Apostle's prayers. Oh, verily, it shall be a means of (God's) nearness to them, for God will admit them into His Grace. Verily God is much-Forgiving, most Merciful."  (The Quran, Surah at-Tawbah, 9:99).  

Al-Numan lived under the guidance of the Prophet and participated in all the campaigns waged with valor and dedication.  In the time of Abu Bakr, he and his tribe played a major role in putting an end to the fitnah of apostasy. During Omar’s time, Al-Numan distinguished himself more so in the encounters with the  Persian Empire.  

Shortly before the Battle of Qadisiya, the commander of the Muslim forces Sad ibn Abi Waqqas sent a delegation to the Persian Emperor, Yazdajird. The delegation was headed by Al-Numan, with the purpose to invite him to Islam. When the delegation reached the Persian capital, Ctesiphon, the people of the city looked  upon them with disdain, due to their rough clothes and  poor looking horses. The delegation, sought an audience with Yazdajird. Permission was granted, and an interpreter: was summoned.  The Persian Emperor said:
"Say to the Muslims: why have you come to our dominions and why do you want to invade us? Perhaps, you have designs on us... and seek to venture against us because we are preoccupied with you. But we  do not wish to inflict punishment on you." 

Al-Numan answered, "Indeed God has been Kind and Merciful to us and has sent to us a Messenger to show us the good and command us to follow it; to make us realize what evil is and forbade us from it.  The Messenger promised us if we were to respond to what he summoned us for, God would bestow on us the good of this world and the good of the hereafter.  Not much time has elapsed but God has given us abundance in place of hardship, honor in place of humiliation and mercy and brotherhood in place of our former enmity.  The Messenger has commanded us to summon mankind to what is best for them and to begin with those who are our neighbors.  We therefore invite you to enter into our religion. It is a religion which promotes all good and discourages all that is reprehensible. It is a religion which leads its adherents from the darkness of tyranny and unbelief to the light and justice of faith.  Should you respond positively to us and come to Islam, it would be our duty to introduce the Book of God in your midst and help you to live according to it and rule according to its laws. We would then return and leave you to conduct your own  affairs.  Should you refuse, however to enter the religion of God, we would take the Jiziah from you and give you protection in  return. If you refuse to give the Jiziah, we shall declare war on you."  

In return Yazdajird retorted: "I do not know of a nation on earth who is more wretched than you and whose numbers are so few, who are more divided and whose condition is more evil.  We used to delegate your affairs to our provincial governors and they exacted obedience from you on our behalf.  If there is any need which has pushed you to come to us, we would enlist forces to help you make your lands fertile. We  would clothe your leaders and the notables of your people and place a king from among us over you who would be gentle to you."  

A member of Al-Numan's delegation responded sharply to this and Yazdajird flew into a rage and shouted: "Were it for the fact that ambassadors are not to be killed, I would kill you all. Get out. You have nothing from me. Tell your  commander that I am sending Rustam against your leader to bury him and you together in the ditch of al-Qadisiya."  

Yazdagird then called for a basketful of earth to be carried to outside the city gates by the most noble Muslim among them (as a sign of humiliation). This was taken to the commander-in-chief with the message. The Battle of  Qadisiya ensued and after four days of bitter fighting, the Muslim forces emerged victorious, and Rustam killed. The Persian capital, Ctesiphon, fell and this was followed by a number of engagements as the Persians withdrew northwards.  

Omar had counseled moderation on his generals and ordered them not to press too far eastwards. However he received  news of a massive Persian mobilization of about 15O,OOO warriors against the Muslims. He thought of leaving Medina and facing the massive threat himself. He was advised against this by prominent Muslims such as Ali who suggested instead that he should appoint a military commander to confront the grave situation.  Omar appointed Al-Numan ibn Muqarrin.

To him, Omar sent a letter: "From the servant of God, Omar ibn  al-Khattab, to Al-Numan ibn Muqarrin:  "I have received news that large numbers of Persians have gathered to fight you in the city of Nahawand.  When this letter reaches you go forward to confront  them with the help of God, with whatever number of the Muslims are with you. Don't take the Muslims over too difficult terrain lest they may be hurt, for one Muslim person is dearer to me than a hundred thousand Dinars.  And Peace be unto you." 

In response, Al-Numan mobilized the Muslim forces, he dispatched an advance  detachment of cavalry to scout the approaches of the city. Just outside Nahawand, their horses stopped and despite prodding would go no further. The riders dismounted and discovered iron nails in the horses' hooves. They looked around and found that all approaches to the city were strewn with these iron spikes to halt the advance of the Muslim army. On  being informed of this, Al-Numan ordered the horsemen to remain where they were and at nightfall to light fires for the enemy to see. They were also to feign fear and defeat in order to entice the enemy to attack them and in the process clear the approaches of the iron spikes. The  ruse worked. When the Persians saw the vanguard of the Muslim army appear dejected before them, they sent workers to clear the area of the spikes. These workers were captured by the Muslim cavalry, thus the Muslims gained control of the approaches to the city.  

Al-Numan pitched camp on the outskirts of the city and decided to make a determined assault on the city. He addressed his  soldiers: "I shall say Allahu Akbar three times. At the first time, get yourselves ready (by performing your toilet and making wudu). At the second time, let everyone of you ready his weapons and gird them on. And the third time, I shall move against the enemies of God and you must join in the attack with me." He went on:  "And if Al-Numan is killed, let no one tarry over him. For I shall now make a supplication to God Almighty and I want  everyone of you to say 'Ameen'. "He then prayed: "May God grant martyrdom to Al-Numan this day and may He grant victory  to the Muslims."  

Three times Al-Numan shouted Allahu Akbar. On the third time, he plunged into the ranks of the enemies and the Muslims  rushed on behind him. They were outnumbered six to one but inflicted terrible losses on the Persians.  Al-Numan received a mortal blow during the battle. His brother took the standard from his hand, and covered him with a  cover and concealed his death from the others.  

The Muslim forces emerged victorious. The Persians never recovered themselves after this battle which Muslim historians have called "the Victory of Victories".

The battle over, the victorious soldiers asked for their valiant commander. His brother lifted the cover and said: "This is your Amir. God has shown him victory and blessed him with martyrdom."  

When the news was brought to Omar in Medina, a 

companion who was with him said: "I saw Omar, when he heard of the death of Al-Numan ibn Muqarrin, he placed his head in his hands and began to cry."
.((((((((((·((((((((((
ADVANCE \D 7.20
KHUTBA OF JUMU'AH
Belief in the Unseen (Ghayb)
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
Let us all practice piety and righteousness, and let us obey Allah and follow His divine commands.  We ask Allah to protect us from evilness and falsehood and help us lay a foundation with moral values according to the rules of our Lord.  We know all God’s Messengers have gone through much hardship in their quest to elevate humanity to a higher standard of morality.

	What is the Unseen (Arabic word Ghayb) one may ask, and what are its consequences?  Before discussing the Unseen, we better consider a few definitions:  A believer (a Mu’min) means a devout person, (with deep faith in the teachings of Islam who performs the acts of worship devotedly).  Belief then, is a matter of heart and inner feeling.  Sometimes a person can be said to be without faith, who gives religion a lip service.  The Holy Quran refers to these people respectively as men having belief in religion or men lacking belief in religion.  The Quran, in Surah 49 (al-Hujuraat), Ayah 14, informs us that a group of nomadic Arabs came to the Prophet (pbuh) alleging that theirs is deep faith in Islam.  In answer the Quran retorts as follows:
قَالَتِ الْأَعْرَابُ آمَنَّا قُل لَّمْ تُؤْمِنُوا وَلَكِن قُولُوا أَسْلَمْنَا وَلَمَّا يَدْخُلِ الْإِيمَانُ فِي قُلُوبِكُمْ… 

	The Bedouin say, “We Believe”.  

[O’ Muhammad] Say unto them: “Ye have not yet attained to Faith; you should [rather] say: 

`We have [outwardly] submitted’ —for [truly] Faith has not yet entered your hearts….


	
By this is meant that faith is not a matter of claim or of lip service, but faith is a serious matter of the hearts in accepting all what it entails.  Faith is a matter of belief in God, His attributes, His Prophets, the Revelations, and Resurrection among other things.  The Quran sums up all these in Surah 2 (al-Baqarah), Ayah 2-5 as follows:
ذَلِكَ الْكِتَابُ لاَ رَيْبَ فِيهِ هُدًى لِّلْمُتَّقِينَ   الَّذِينَ يُؤْمِنُونَ بِالْغَيْبِ وَيُقِيمُونَ الصَّلاةَ وَمِمَّا رَزَقْنَاهُمْ يُنفِقُونَ 
والَّذِينَ يُؤْمِنُونَ بِمَا أُنزِلَ إِلَيْكَ وَمَا أُنزِلَ مِن قَبْلِكَ وَبِالآخِرَةِ هُمْ يُوقِنُونَ 
أُوْلَـئِكَ عَلَى هُدًى مِّن رَّبِّهِمْ وَأُوْلَـئِكَ هُمُ الْمُفْلِحُونَ

	“…This is the Divine Book,  —let there be no doubt about it—  in it is Guidance sure, 

to the God-fearing who believe in the Unseen, are steadfast in Prayer…”


The Arabic word Ghayb means Unseen or the hidden from our senses.  Hidden from what one may ask? Let us consider the room we are in right now:  Whatever is beyond the walls is hidden from our sights, but if we sense that things can happen behind them, is it faith in the Unseen?  Similarly, tomorrow is hidden from us, however if we can predict what is going to happen tomorrow won’t that be a form of the Unseen?  

In this world there are things, which can be understood through our senses of sight, hear, touch, smell, and taste.  We call these things perceptible if our senses enable us to know them.  Belief in the Unseen, however, means admitting that in the world of existence there are certain facts, which cannot be distinguished by our senses, even if they are present before us.  The senses as given to living creatures are simply limited means of contact with the world outside.  The eyes are given to distinguish form, color, and direction.  The ears are meant to distinguish waves of sound.  The other senses too are bestowed for various purposes.  But if we cannot distinguish other facts beyond these senses, can we say that these facts do not exist?  Of course not!

The Holy Quran under the subject of the Unseen expresses all things that man should believe in.  The question is: If we cannot distinguish these facts through our senses, how should we accept them?   The answer is that there are other means at our disposal to help us believe in the Unseen.  If we were asked what are the ways of believing in the Unseen, we would say that there are stages. 

The first stage is to recognize various signs that make the Unseen impossible to deny.  This will mean transforming from the stage of denial into the stage of doubt. When in our prayer we say Surah al-Fatiha, part of which says:
	إِيَّاكَ نَعْبُدُ وإِيَّاكَ نَسْتَعِينُ

	“Thee do we worship, and Thine aid do we seek.” 


We show that we worship the Unseen God and beg His assistance since we believe that all powers are in His hand.

	
Religion is a relationship between a creature and its Creator, which brings about the relationship between us and the Unseen (and it inclines us to action and display the effort to serve).  At the same time, religion tells us that because of our relationship with the Unseen we are somehow helped through our supplications (Du’aa) to attain our goal.  The Quran speaking of the Prophet (pbuh) says in Surah 3 (Aali Imraan), Ayah 103:
وَاعْتَصِمُواْ بِحَبْلِ اللّهِ جَمِيعًا وَلاَ تَفَرَّقُواْ وَاذْكُرُواْ نِعْمَتَ اللّهِ عَلَيْكُمْ إِذْ كُنتُمْ أَعْدَاء فَأَلَّفَ بَيْنَ قُلُوبِكُمْ فَأَصْبَحْتُم بِنِعْمَتِهِ إِخْوَانًا وَكُنتُمْ عَلَىَ شَفَا حُفْرَةٍ مِّنَ النَّارِ فَأَنقَذَكُم مِّنْهَا كَذَلِكَ يُبَيِّنُ اللّهُ لَكُمْ آيَاتِهِ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَهْتَدُونَ

	“…And remember with gratitude Allah’s favor on you; 

For you were enemies and He joined your hearts in Love, 

so by His grace, you became as brothers.  

And you were on the brink of the Pit of Fire; and He saved you from it…”


This indicates the assistance from the Unseen.  Sometimes you feel that if you follow a certain goal appointed by God, you receive some hidden aid and support beyond what you think or understand, and such a belief gives one a footing or a basic foundation, which is quite necessary in life. 

Some enlightened people claim that the downfall of humanity is near.  They say that man will in all probability destroy himself with all the skill at his command because Western scientific progress has given the power to destroy mankind. 

However, we receive an insightful inspiration from religion.  In the past, for instance, we have seen disastrous things do take place on a small scale, but they were proportionate to the size of the society, countries, or regions.  But God in His infinite Mercy has always protected mankind (whether on a small scale or global scale), from man’s follies.

 
God (swt) has promised of a time when wisdom will rule and life will be better and security more complete.  The Quran so promises in Surah 24 (al-Noor), Ayah 55:
	وَعَدَ اللَّهُ الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا مِنكُمْ وَعَمِلُوا الصَّالِحَاتِ لَيَسْتَخْلِفَنَّهُم فِي الْأَرْضِ كَمَا اسْتَخْلَفَ الَّذِينَ مِن قَبْلِهِمْ وَلَيُمَكِّنَنَّ لَهُمْ دِينَهُمُ الَّذِي ارْتَضَى لَهُمْ وَلَيُبَدِّلَنَّهُم مِّن بَعْدِ خَوْفِهِمْ أَمْنًا يَعْبُدُونَنِي لَا يُشْرِكُونَ بِي شَيْئًا وَمَن كَفَرَ بَعْدَ ذَلِكَ فَأُوْلَئِكَ هُمُ الْفَاسِقُونَ

	“Allah has promised such of you who believe and do good deeds 

that He will cause them to gain power on earth, as He appointed those before them; 

and He shall certainly establish their religion [Islam] which he has chosen for them, 

and He will give them in exchange security after their fear. 

They shall worship Me and not associate any one with Me….”


You see, the aid of the Unseen for one person is on a personal scale, but for communities it is on a social scale, and for the world it will be on a global scale.  For the global scale, imagine and envision that a single world government would establish wholesale justice, security, welfare, progress, and goodness. 

For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.

The heart of an Islamic response to the modern world consists, of course, of religious, spiritual, and intellectual aspects of human life.  These aspects determine how a human being acts and how he views the world around him. 

In many ways the modern world seems to corrode or even seek to destroy all that is religious. It is especially opposed to Islam as a religion, for Islam has refused to abandon its sacred view of life and the Divine Law (Shari’ah), which encompasses every human activity. 

Muslims must first provide an Islamic response to the challenges posed by the modern world.  The response must be to basic religious beliefs and then to the Islamic revelations in particular.  The task is not to be placed on the shoulders of ignorant Muslims who might not know well their own tradition.  The task has to be responsibility of high level, mature, scholars of the Islamic world who must provide the intellectual defense of the religion and its spiritual aspects from which younger Muslims can at the same time benefit and learn.  To achieve this task:

1. It is essential to present Islam in a contemporary language by writers with good command of English.

2. To study Christianity, Judaism and other religions from Islamic point of view. During the last two centuries the Islamic world witnessed the appearance of a whole army of Western scholars many of whom were Orientalists. 

3. To be aware of our own intellectual tradition so we can respond to the modern and post-modern challenges.  The authentic religious traditions of the West have a great deal more in common with Islam than agnostic secularism.

Islam is a living reality.  Muslims whether youth or old, have no possibility of surviving without responding to the challenges the modern world poses.  They have to do that whether individually or as members of a unique civilization of the Ummah of the Prophet (pbuh). 

Muslims must understand the modern world in depth, intelligently, and intellectually.  They must respond to the challenges not simply emotionally but on the basis of authentic knowledge, by way of relying upon knowledge of the Islamic traditions in its fullness. 

At the heart of this enterprise lies the presentation of Iman, that is, faith in Allah, and Allah’s Omnipotence, Omniscience, and Allah’s unbound Love for those who submit themselves to Him.  Also, to have faith in Allah’s Word (the Noble Quran) and its teachings, as had emanated from the final Prophet (pbuh). 

It must never be forgotten that the Quran and Hadith (the twin sources of the Islamic traditions) provide all the guidance Muslims need, now or in the future, to the end of time, for each generation.  

It is clear that the atrocities and events taking place in the world nowadays are against the very basic norms of human rights.  The Holy Quran, in Surah 21 (al-Anbiya): Ayah 18 asserts: 
	بَلْ نَقْذِفُ بِالْحَقِّ عَلَى الْبَاطِلِ فَيَدْمَغُهُ فَإِذَا هُوَ زَاهِقٌ وَلَكُمُ الْوَيْلُ مِمَّا تَصِفُونَ

	“Nay, We hurl the Truth Against the Falsehood, and it crushes it down,

and behold, Falsehood withers away!…”


	The voice of truth is always the final word, for it comes from Allah.  As a matter of fact, one of Allah’s names is the Truth (Al-Haqq), and to paraphrase the well-known dictum of the Nobel Quran, when the truth comes, falsehood shall disintegrate and fade away.  The Holy Quran assures us, in Surah 17 (al-Israa): Ayah 81:
وَقُلْ جَاء الْحَقُّ وَزَهَقَ الْبَاطِلُ إِنَّ الْبَاطِلَ كَانَ زَهُوقًا

	“And Say: Truth has now come [to light] and Falsehood has withered away: 

For, behold, all Falsehood is bound to wither away.”


Finally Imam Al-Saadiq in one of his orations comments about the Holy Quran: (See A-Saadiq, Section of His Chosen Words, #300, Published by Islamic reference CD.)
· “In the Holy Quran there is eloquence and explanation.  Revealed in Arabic, the Quran is in earnest, is honest, and it guards against vice and error.  

· Allah (glory be to Him) made the Quran clear to men (elucidated it), 

· detailed its method with knowledge, 

· detailed the religion itself, 

· ordained the religious duties, 

· explained its edicts for people, and

· disclosed and declared matters for His creation. 

· In these matters there is a direction to salvation and a summons to guidance. 

· So, the Prophet (pbuh), propagated what he was sent to do, declared what he was ordered to, and fulfilled the burdens of Prophethood.

· The Prophet (pbuh) was patient for his Lord, he waged Jihad for the cause of Islam.  The Prophet was loyal to his nation, summoned men to Salvation, and urged them (to study) the Quran.  The Prophet showed men the way of guidance with methods and reasons, whose foundation he founded, and in ways, which he proved for them that, they will not go astray after him.  The Prophet (pbuh), was compassionate and merciful to them all.”

In the end we pray Allah to acquaint us with Islam well and make us true devotees of Islam and grant us victory over the opponents of Islam.  We ask Allah to enable us to win His satisfaction and obtain salvation in this world and in the hereafter.  Also we pray Allah to help all the oppressed people around the world especially in the Islamic world. 

Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba.
((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20

A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet (pbuh) Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:

To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.

8. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
9. Du’aas categorized and translated
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reach 3,000 to 3,500 for each month, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 11,816 as of 5-15-09.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
QUESTIONS ABOUT ISLAMIC ETHICS
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	B
	|
	21.
	B

	2.
	A
	|
	22.
	B

	3.
	D
	|
	23.
	A

	4.
	A
	|
	24.
	B

	5.
	C
	|
	25.
	A

	6.
	C
	|
	26.
	D

	7.
	A
	|
	27.
	C

	8.
	C
	|
	28.
	C

	9.
	D
	|
	29.
	A

	10.
	D
	|
	30.
	B

	11.
	D
	|
	31.
	C
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IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.
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IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS ABOUT ISLAMIC ETHICS
1 The Holy Quran teaches that the true winner is the one who has purified himself.  What is the first step towards purifying ourselves?

a. Being good to our parents.

b. Solemn intention to follow Allah's commands.

c. Follow Allah's commands often.

d. Follow the example of Prophet Muhammad.
2 "A truly pure heart with good measure of mercy will lead to the Garden of Bliss."  Is that part of being a good Muslim?

a. Yes, since this is a Hadith.

b. Yes, since it is in the Quran.

c. Yes, since it is both in the Quran and a Hadith.

d. Yes, it is a good saying by my dad.
3 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) urges the Muslims to be straightforward.  Why not cheat sometimes?

a. Cheating is wonderful.

b. Cheating is destructive.

c. By cheating, a person cheats himself.

d. b + c, it is very harmful.
4 What is virtue?

a. Applying the Divine Commands.

b. Applying only the Sunnah.

c. Goodness of character.

d. To be absolutely in the way of Allah.
5 Why should we be truthful, trustworthy and pure?

a. Because Islam wants the best for us.

b. Wants purity of character for us.

c. To be virtuous and wholesome + a and b.

d. Good human relationship + above.
6 Allah commands us in the Holy Quran to fulfill our contracts and promises.  Why is that?

a. A true Muslim must be honest.

b. Would be best for the society.

c. a and b above + good for us.

d. Likes us to be perfect + b.
7 Can a man of integrity be at the same time a non-Muslim?

a. Yes, he can.

b. Integrity is linked only to a person's faith.

c. Integrity is important only in Islam.

d. All the above.
8 How difficult is it to treat others with kindness?

a. It is very difficult.

b. Not difficult if we want to be kind.

c. It depends on the situation.

d. It is cowardly to be brutal, brave to be kind.
9 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said "For us to have Allah's mercy,  we have to show mercy to others."  Why?

a. We deserve Allah's mercy if we are kind to others.

b. More of Allah's blessings will reach us.

c. Mercifulness first and foremost + b above.

d. ”Have a heart” + a and b above.
10 Does the Holy Quran urge us to be courteous?

a. Yes, often.

b. The Quran singles out Muhammad (pbuh) as the best example, an example for us to follow and imitate.

c. The Quran never mentions courtesy + b.

d. a and b above.
11 What is wrong with being arrogant?

a. Arrogance is a form of conceit.

b. Arrogance hurts other peoples' feelings.

c. Arrogance puts excessive value to personal attitude.

d. It is against kindness + all above.
12 What is so important about humility?

a. Good manners.

b. A form of worship.

c. Reaps advantages for us.

d. Being humble for Allah's sake, Allah will exalt His eminence.
13 How important is self-control?

a. Fundamental Islamic teaching.

b. Inconsequential, of little importance + c.

c. Controls our wild wishes and desires.

d. a and c above.
14 Can you be happy without being contented?

a. Yes, often.

b. Yes, always.

c. No, contentment is the gateway to happiness.

d. b and c above.
15 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said "The riches are from the contentment of the heart."

a. When there is no greed, there is contentment.

b. Happiness is a state of mind, a feeling.

c. Often a materially rich person is worry-wart and unhappy.

d. Riches can emanate from faith + above.
16 Is greed a great source of dissatisfaction?

a. Greed is the only source of dissatisfaction.

b. A major source of dissatisfaction.

c. No relationship.

d. A minor source.
17 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said "The best Jihad is when you stand up for the truth in the face of a malicious ruler."  How is that?

a. It is easy to speak up in such a situation.

b. It is very hard to speak up in such a situation.

c. It might be life threatening to do so.

d. All of the above.
18 Who is the most merciful?

a. My mother and father.

b. My grandfather.

c. Allah the Almighty.

d. The Prophets.
19 "He will be rewarded he who will suppress his anger."  Why did the Prophet (pbuh) say that?

a. You are less likely to do something rash when calm.

b. Thinking well leads to good planning or relationships.

c. Allah does not like angry people.

d. Allah promised THAWAAB + a and b in such situations.     
20 The Holy Quran asks us to take refuge in Allah from the envier as he envies.  Why is that?

a. To be shielded from possible trouble.

b. To gain heavenly protection through Allah's help.

c. a and b + gain feeling of assurance.

d. To earn Allah's love and satisfaction + a.
21 If suspicion is bad, how about jealousy and ill feeling towards others?

a. They are not that bad.

b. They are just as bad.

c. They are worse.

d. Nothing wrong with them.
22 Why does the Holy Quran command us not to spread scandal about others?

a. Scandal is always disastrous.

b. Scandal can cause extreme injury to others.

c. Scandal is as bad as suspicion.

d. All the above.
23 "A good Muslim is he from whose tongue and deeds other Muslims have been spared."  What does this Hadith teach us?

a. A good Muslim does not hurt others by what he says or does.

b. A good Muslim is the builder and the promoter of goodness.

c. A good Muslim keeps his mouth shut + b.

d. A good Muslim hardly does anything.
24 What have you done for Islam?

a. I am too young, done nothing.

b. I am too young, intend to do many good things.

c. I'll do nothing, Islam will do it by itself.

d. Someday I will do something.
25 How will the Islamic world be if Muslims carry on their responsibilities?

a. Ideal, attractive, superb.

b. No different than at the present time. 

c. Will be just OK.

d. The whole world becomes Muslim.
26 Why does the Holy Quran command us to promote the noble cause of Muslim brotherhood?

a. Allah wants goodness to prevail in the society.

b. Goodwill among men is fundamental in Islam.

c. It has a great benevolent feeling among Muslims.

d. All the above.
27 "To be a good faithful, you should love for your brother what you love for yourself."   What does this Hadith mean?

a. Do your utmost to help other Muslims.

b. Intend to do good for Muslims always.

c. a and b + binding Muslims in the strongest way.

d. a and b above + binding Muslims somehow.
28 What kind of charity is good in your eyes?

a. Helping others when they ask us to do so.

b. Helping others when help is needed.

c. Help can be material or through deeds + b.

d. Only if I want to help.
29 You can be extravagant in the cause of Allah the Almighty?

a. To promote His cause, comes out of belief.

b. The reward is Heaven, do it solely for that.

c. To promote the welfare of society out of love for Him, sometimes.

d. a and c above.
30 Does Islam urge us to learn and research?

a. No, learning is for the scholars and the birds.

b. Yes, very much so, it is part of the religion.

c. Yes, only for the art of science.

d. Yes, only about Islam.
31 A Muslim has to have an unusually close relationship with  his parents.  Is that what the Holy Quran recommends?

a. No, that is a Hadith.

b. Yes, it is the Quran.

c. Yes, it is the Quran and the Hadith.

d. No, that is my father's sayings.
32 What does the Holy Quran say about treating relatives?

a. Be close to them, kind and considerate.

b. Their priority is second to the parents.

c. Eye for eye and tooth for tooth a + b.

d. Full support and cooperation + a and b.
33 "The best of you towards Allah are those who are best towards their own family."   What does this Hadith mean?

a. Allah loves those who are good to their family.

b. A good family is the basis of society.

c. We are urged to do our best in our family relationship.

d. All the above.
34 "With kindness do admonish your wives."  What does this Hadith mean?

a. A good wife deserves all degrees of kindness.

b. A good wife deserves all kinds of love.

c. On receiving appreciation and love, a smart wife will reciprocate + a and b.

d. Admonish her only if she deserves that + a and b.
35 "A virtuous wife is a man's best treasure."  What does this Hadith mean?

a. Virtue of a woman is the basis of family integrity.

b. Virtue leads to stability and trust + a.

c. Virtue leads to insecurity and disgust.

d. Virtuous wife is rarely appreciated.
36 "The rights of women are sacred."  What does this Hadith mean?

a. Islam believes in equal rights.

b. Rights of women are taken seriously.

c. b + religiously binding.

d. b + on condition they do their homework.
37 What does the Holy Quran say about thieves?

a. Stealing is a grave sin.

b. As to the thief, male or female, cut off his/her hand.

c. b + to be an example.

d. Only when they satisfy certain strict criteria + above.
38 Is stealing a grave sin?

a. Yes, it is.

b. No, it is a mild sin.

c. It is not a sin.

d. It is a sin only if the thief does not need the item.
39 What is the stand of Islam towards liquor?

a. Encourages us to get drunk

b. Mildly prohibiting it.

c. Use it to cook with.

d. Complete prohibition.
40 Why do you think Islam prohibited drinking alcohol?

a. Source of numerous tragedies.

b. Grave danger to health, and finance + a and c.

c. A big burden on society, and family.

d. Only a and c above.
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IMAM ALI HAS SAID:

· The mind of a wise man is the safest custody of secrets; cheerfulness is the key to friendship; patience and forbearance will conceal many defects. 

· A conceited and self-admiring person is disliked by others; charity and alms are the best remedy for ailments and calamities; one has to account in the next world for the deeds that he has done in this world.
	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH
One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.



	المعز       المذل
 AL-MUIZZ, AL-MUDHILL   
Allah is the one who honors and the one who humiliates.

In honor and humiliation there is the implication of rais​ing and lowering. The one who has honor has received a state of pride and dignity (izzah). But this state of pride and dignity obtained from Allah, the One who Honors, is very different from the pride that man imagines he deserves (kibr). The pride and dignity of the one who is honored by Allah is not pride in himself, but respect paid to the honor given him, and to the One who gives honor.

Indeed, he is still a human being. He needs to eat and drink-and he does that lawfully, and in good measure. For Allah, as part of the honor He has bestowed upon him, has given him the wisdom and joy of obtaining the necessities and enjoyments of this world with His good pleasure. Such a servant of Allah will not stray from Allah's permission and pleasure even if it means death for him, because within the gift of the giver of Honor to the honored one is a safeguard against the disgrace of the divine gift.

However, the honor that one attributes to oneself or that is attributed to one by other creatures of Allah is a curse that distorts one's reality, making one imagine that one is in a state other than one's own. Knowledge of oneself leads one to one's Lord. But imagining oneself to be other than one's real self leads one to the Devil. His feature is arrogance, the cause of his expulsion from Allah's presence. That was the first act of Allah in His manifestation of the Humiliator.

Then there are those who have neither the dignity and honor awarded by Allah nor false pride that they make up themselves, but who are undignified, shameless and dis​graceful. Their hearts are on fire with the ambition of this world. No good comes from them to anything or anyone because they are selfish and stingy. There is no limit to the degree to which they will humble themselves to beg for the Goods of this world. They are guilty of shirk, attributing equals to Allah, because they take those temporal hands that throw bones to them as their gods.

The one who asks and hopes from Allah alone knows that all honor is His and can come only from Him. Those who think they are the fashioners of their own destinies and can get what they want by themselves, who seek the praise of creatures and are arrogant-these are the followers of the Devil. They will receive the punishment of the Devil, and will be expelled from the presence and the care of Allah.

The ones who lower themselves and worship creatures, hoping to receive good from them, will be further humiliated by Allah, and tyrannized by those creatures whom they take for their temporal gods.

Abd al-Mu`izz is honored with the friendship of Allah, thus rising to the highest summit of honor and fortune, and appearing so to the whole creation.

Abd al-Mudhill is he who is made an example of degrada​tion. Often Allah manifests His attribute of abaser in His enemies.


	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	· If a Muslim plants a field or a tree, and men, birds, and beasts eat of it, then it will be considered as an act of charity.

· The person who eats of the toil of his hands will on the Day of Judgment stand with the Prophets of Allah and be rewarded likewise.

· Repulsive is he to Allah who chooses to live at the expense of others.

	SAYINGS OF IMAM AL-Haadi, the 10th Imam

	· The worst of misfortunes is to have a wicked character.

· The present life is like a marketplace wherein some people make profits and others incur losses.

· A misfortune has one impact on a patient person, but twice as much on an impatient one.
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