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وَإِن يَمْسَسْكَ اللّهُ بِضُرٍّ فَلاَ كَاشِفَ لَهُ إِلاَّ هُوَ 
وَإِن يَمْسَسْكَ بِخَيْرٍ فَهُوَ عَلَى كُلِّ شَيْءٍ قَدُيرٌ
"If Allah touch thee with affliction, none can remove it but He; 
if He touch thee with happiness, He hath power over all things.
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  AL-SAMI` 

Allah is the one who hears all-that which comes from the lips, passes through the minds, is felt by the hearts; the rustling of leaves in the wind, the footsteps of the ants and the atoms' moving through the void. There is no screen that prevents the sound from reaching Him, nor is one sound heard less than the other when an almost infinite number of voices is speaking.

Al-Sami', the All-Hearing, is an attribute of perfection, because its opposite (being deaf) is an imperfection. There are two levels of perfection. One is absolute perfection, the other is relative perfection. Absolute perfection does not depend on means, conditions, or limitations. Relative perfection depends on means and conditions and is limited.

In the universe, from the beginning until the end, from one end to the other, without interruption, an almost endless number of sounds and voices exist. Some are as loud as the greatest explosion; some are minimal, almost imperceptible. All are heard by the All-Hearing-one by one at the same time, one as clear as the other. This hearing is not in vain, for all is registered: the meaning understood, the need satisfied, the answer given, the call responded to, the wrong corrected.

Of this infinite ability to hear, if an atom is given to man, it is in order that it guides man towards this absolute perfection. It is in order that he knows His perfect attributes, which He has given in traces, in signs in and around us. It is so that we may know Him and find Him and love Him and be with Him. But when the ones who have the best ears and the most sensitive machinery listen (if they ever begin to compare their hearing to Allah the Hearer of All), they will be liars. Worse still, they will be guilty of shirk, attributing equals to Allah.

There is none like Him in any of His attributes and manifestations. The traces and signs of His attributes in man and upon the universe are at best a reflection, a symbol, a word, a means, a path to understand and reach truth.

Abd al-Sami’ and Abd al-Basir are the ones who hear and see the Truth with the eyes and ears of Allah, as Allah says in a divine Hadith: "My servant comes close to Me with his continuous devotion until I love him and when I love him I become his ears with which he hears and his eyes with which he sees and his tongue with which he speaks and his hand with which he holds."

	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	(  If a Muslim plants a field or a tree, and men, birds, and beasts eat of it, then it will be considered as an act of charity.

(  The person who eats of the toil of his hands will on the Day of Judgment stand with the Prophets of Allah and be rewarded likewise.

(   Repulsive is he to Allah who chooses to live at the expense of others.

	SAYINGS OF IMAM AL-Askari, the 11th Imam

	· The more righteous among people is the one who abstains when being in doubt.  The higher in worship is the one who keeps vigilant toward his ritual obligations.  The more temperate is the one who refrains from the Haram [the unlawful].  And the more diligent in Jihad is the one who avoids sins.

· When the mighty man acts unjustly he will become lowly.  And when the lowly man acts justly he becomes mighty.
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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 7,684 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 108 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.
((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
أبو عبيده بن الجراح
الصحابي الجليل
Abu Ubaida ibn al-Jarrah
(The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 
His appearance was striking. He was slim and tall. His face was bright and he had a sparse beard. It was pleasing to look at  him and refreshing to meet him. He was courteous, humble, and quite shy. Yet in a tough situation he would  become strikingly serious. 
He was described as the Amin or Custodian of Muhammad's community. His full name was Aamir ibn Abdullah ibn al-Jarrah.  He was known as Abu Ubaida. Of him Abdullah ibn Omar, one of the companions of the Prophet, said:  "Three persons in the tribe of Quraish were prominent, had the best character and were most modest. If they  spoke to you, they would not deceive you and if you spoke to them, they would not accuse you of Lying: Abu Bakr al-Siddiq,  Uthman ibn Affan and Abu Ubaida ibn al-Jarrah."  

Abu Ubaida accepted Islam very early. In fact, it was  through Abu Bakr that he became a Muslim. Abu Bakr took him, Abdul Rahman ibn Auf, Uthman ibn Mazun and ibn Abu al Arqam to the Prophet (pbuh) and together they declared their acceptance of the Truth. 

Abu Ubaida lived through the harsh experience, which the Muslims went through in Mecca, from beginning to end. With the early Muslims, he endured the insults and the violence, the pain and the sorrow of that experience. In every trial and  test he remained firm and constant in his belief in God and His prophet. One of the most harrowing experiences he went through however, was at the battle of Badr.  

Abu Ubaida was in the vanguard of the Muslim forces, fighting with might and main and not afraid of death. Quraish cavalry were wary of him and avoided coming face to face with him. One man in  particular, however, kept on pursuing Abu Ubaida wherever he turned and Abu Ubaida tried his best to keep out of his way and avoid encountering him.  

The man plunged into the attack. Abu Ubaida tried desperately to avoid him. Eventually the man succeeded in blocking Abu  Ubaida's path and stood as a barrier between him and the Quraish. They were now face to face with each other. Abu Ubaida could not contain himself any longer. He struck one blow to the man's head. The man fell to the ground and died  instantly. 

Do not try to guess who this man was.  since this man in fact was his father, the father  of Abu Ubaida!  

Abu Ubaida obviously did not want to kill his father but in the actual battle between faith in God and polytheism, the choice open to him was profoundly disturbing but clear. In a way it could be said that he did not kill his father ──he only killed the  polytheism in the person of his father.  

It is concerning this event that God revealed the following verses of the Quran (Mujadilah 58:22)  

:  
لَا تَجِدُ قَوْمًا يُؤْمِنُونَ بِاللَّهِ وَالْيَوْمِ الْآخِرِ يُوَادُّونَ مَنْ حَادَّ اللَّهَ وَرَسُولَهُ وَلَوْ كَانُوا آبَاءهُمْ أَوْ أَبْنَاءهُمْ أَوْ إِخْوَانَهُمْ أَوْ عَشِيرَتَهُمْ أُوْلَئِكَ كَتَبَ فِي قُلُوبِهِمُ الْإِيمَانَ وَأَيَّدَهُم بِرُوحٍ مِّنْهُ وَيُدْخِلُهُمْ جَنَّاتٍ تَجْرِي مِن تَحْتِهَا الْأَنْهَارُ خَالِدِينَ فِيهَا رَضِيَ اللَّهُ عَنْهُمْ وَرَضُوا عَنْهُ أُوْلَئِكَ حِزْبُ اللَّهِ أَلَا إِنَّ حِزْبَ اللَّهِ هُمُ الْمُفْلِحُونَ
Thou wilt not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day, loving those who resist Allah and His Messenger, even though they were their fathers or their sons, or their brothers, or their kindred. For such He has written Faith in their hearts, and strengthened them with a spirit from Himself. And He will admit them to Gardens beneath which Rivers flow, to dwell therein (for ever). Allah will be well pleased with them, and they with Him. They are the Party of Allah. Truly it is the Party of Allah that will achieve Felicity.
The response of Abu Ubaida at Badr (when confronted by his father) was not unexpected. He had attained a strength of  faith in God, devotion to His religion and a level of concern for the Ummah of Muhammad to which many aspired.  

It is related by Muhammad ibn Jafar, a Companion of the Prophet, that a Christian delegation came to the Prophet and said,  'O Abu-l Qasim, send one of your companions with us, one in whom you are well pleased, to judge between us on some questions of property about which we disagree among ourselves. We have a high regard for you Muslim people."  

"Come back to me this evening," replied the Prophet, "and I will send with you one who is firm and trustworthy."  

Omar ibn al-Khattab heard the Prophet saying this and later said: "I went to the Dhuhr Prayer early hoping to be the one who would fit the description of the Prophet. When the Prophet had finished the Prayer, he began looking to his right and his left and I raised myself so that he could see me. But he continued looking among us until he spotted Abu Ubaida ibn al-Jarrah. He called him and said, 'Go with them and judge among them with truth about that which they are in  disagreement." And so Abu Ubaida got the appointment."  

Abu Ubaida was not only trustworthy but he displayed great strength in discharging his trust. This strength was  shown on several occasions.  

On the day of Ohod when the Muslims were being routed, one of the Mushrikeen (heretics) started to shout, "Show me Muhammad, show me Muhammad." Abu Ubaida was one of a group of ten Muslims who had encircled the Prophet to protect him against the spears of the Mushrikeen.  

When the battle was over, it was found that one of the Prophet's molar teeth was broken, his forehead was wounded and two links of his chain armor had penetrated into his cheek. Abu Bakr went forward with the intention of extracting these links but Abu Ubaida said, "Please leave that to me."  

Abu Ubaida tried to extract the links with his incisors.  In the process, two of his incisors fell off. Abu Bakr remarked, "Abu Ubaida is the best of men at breaking incisor teeth!"  

Abu Ubaida continued to be involved in many of the momentous events during the Prophet's lifetime. After the beloved Prophet died, the companions gathered to choose a successor at the Saqifah (or meeting place of Banu  Sa’idah). The day is known in history as the Day of Saqifah. On this day, Omar ibn al-Khattab said to Abu Ubaida, "Stretch  forth your hand and I will swear allegiance to you for I heard the Prophet (pbuh) say, 'Every Ummah has an  Amin (custodian) and you are the Amin of this Ummah.' "  

"I would not," Abu Ubaida answered, and he gave the oath of  allegiance to Abu Bakr. He continued to be a close adviser to Abu Bakr, then to Omar during his Khilaafah.  He did not disobey Omar in any matter, except one. 

The incident happened when Abu Ubaida was in Syria leading the Muslim forces from one victory to another until the whole of Syria was under Muslim control. 
It was then that a plague hit the land of Syria, the like of which people had never seen before. It devastated the  population. Omar dispatched a messenger to Abu Ubaida with a letter saying:  

"I am in urgent need of you. If my letter reaches you at night I strongly urge you to leave before dawn. If this letter reaches you during the day, I strongly urge you to leave before evening and hasten to me.  

When Abu Ubaida received Omar's letter, he said, "I know why Omar needs me. He wants to secure the  survival of someone who, however, is not eternal." So he wrote to Omar:  

"I know that you need me. But I am in an army of Muslims and I have no desire to save myself from what is afflicting them. I do not want to separate from them until God wills. So, when this letter reaches you, release me from your command and  permit me to stay on.''  

When Omar read this letter tears filled his eyes and those who were with him asked, "Has Abu Ubaida died, O Amir  al-Mu’mineen?"  

"No," said he, "But death is near to him."  

Omar's intuition was not wrong. Before long, Abu Ubaida became afflicted with the plague. As death hung over him, he  spoke to his army:  

"Let me give you some advice which will cause you to be on the path of goodness always. "Establish Prayer. Fast the month of Ramadhan. Give Sadaqah. Perform the Haj and Omrah. Remain united and support one another. Be sincere to your commanders and do not conceal anything from them. Don't let the world destroy you for even if man were to live a thousand years he would still end up with this state that you see me in.  Peace be upon you and the mercy of God."  

Abu Ubaida then turned to Mu’adh ibn Jabal and said, "O Mu’adh, perform the prayer with the people (be their leader)." At this, his soul departed and Mu’adh got up and said:  

"O people, you are stricken by the death of a man. By God, I don't know whether I have seen a man who had a more righteous heart, who was further from all evil and who was more sincere to people than he. Ask God to shower His mercy on him and God will be merciful to you. "
.((((((((((·((((((((((
ADVANCE \D 7.20
KHUTBA OF JUMU'AH
Ij’tihaad in Islam
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
Let us hold to Taq’wa, which means piety and righteousness, and let us revere Allah as He should be revered and obey His Divine Commands!  Let us choose wisely in this life and heed the consequences of our choices for the hereafter.  Let us be aware of our eventuality and departure into the everlasting life.  May Allah provide us all with the spirit of righteousness and obedience as best means for our salvation.

Surah 8 (al-Anfaal), Ayah 24 says:
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ اسْتَجِيبُواْ لِلّهِ وَلِلرَّسُولِ إِذَا دَعَاكُم لِمَا يُحْيِيكُمْ وَاعْلَمُواْ أَنَّ اللّهَ يَحُولُ بَيْنَ الْمَرْءِ وَقَلْبِهِ وَأَنَّهُ إِلَيْهِ تُحْشَرُونَ

	“O ye who believe!  Respond to the call of God and His Messenger 

whenever he calls you unto that which will give you life….”


The above Ayah is about, 1) the unique importance and influence of religion, and 2) the religious teachings and their place in individual’s life, family life, and society life.

The Arabic word Ih’yaa means to revive and its Arabic antonym is Imatah which means “to put to death”.  Ih’yaa is derived from the word Hayat, which means: life.  Imatah is derived from the Arabic word Mawt, which means: death, or a phenomenon of being unable to grow or understand facts.

 
However, the term Ih’yaa has been employed in the Holy Quran in different senses.  Examples are: a) ability to perceive intuitive facts, b) rational talent, c) spiritual life in agreement with revelation and Divine inspiration, d) eternal existence in the afterlife, e) capacity to grow regarding the plants, and so forth. Another character of life (Hayat) is its interconnection with strength and power, that is, it is motivating.  

Ih’yaa also means an interpretation of religion according to the needs and requirements of the contemporary time.   The Holy Quran says one of the main reasons for appointing Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was to revive and to remove the distortions in religion and to complete the teachings and the orders of human life. 

The Holy Quran, the Prophet (pbuh), and Ahlul Bayt (the 12 Imams) emphasized the necessity and requirement for Ij’tihaad.  Through Ij’tihaad comes better understanding of many contemporary issues, and makes it possible to issue Islamic decrees by the qualified Jurisprudents.  Thus the Muj’tahideen (plural of Muj’tahid) are the true revivalist in the society.

Hisham bin Salem quotes Imam al-Saadiq (a.s.) as saying:  (See Sara’ir ibn Idrees, Page 478.) 
علینا إلقاء الأصول    وعلیکم التفریع
 “ [As Imams] Our duty is to provide you, O’ people, with primary principles; 

and your duty [O people] is to derive the deductions from these principles.” 

Imam al-Ridha (a.s.) also states: (See Sara’ir Ibn Idrees, Page 478)
علینا إلقاء الأصول   وعلیکم ان تفرعوا
 “[As Imams] Our duty is to provide you O’ people, with principles, 

and your duty [O people] is to deduce the secondary decrees from them”.

Quranic verses and traditions emphasize the necessity for Ij’tihaad. According to Surah 9 (al-Taubah), Ayah 122 alluding to Ij’tihaad indirectly:
	وَمَا كَانَ الْمُؤْمِنُونَ لِيَنفِرُواْ كَآفَّةً فَلَوْلاَ نَفَرَ مِن كُلِّ فِرْقَةٍ مِّنْهُمْ طَآئِفَةٌ لِّيَتَفَقَّهُواْ فِي الدِّينِ وَلِيُنذِرُواْ قَوْمَهُمْ إِذَا رَجَعُواْ إِلَيْهِمْ لَعَلَّهُمْ يَحْذَرُونَ

	“…From among you a contingent could devote themselves to acquire deeper knowledge of the Faith, and thus be able to teach their brethren, so these too might guard themselves against evilness.”


	Ij’tihaad is the revival movement, a revitalization, or sign of Ih’yaa of life, which is an intrinsic character of God as revealed in the system of creation and religions.  Creating life is one of God’s unchangeable traditions in the realm of creation as evidenced in Surah 30 (al-Room), Ayah 19:
يُخْرِجُ الْحَيَّ مِنَ الْمَيِّتِ وَيُخْرِجُ الْمَيِّتَ مِنَ الْحَيِّ وَيُحْيِي الْأَرْضَ بَعْدَ مَوْتِهَا وَكَذَلِكَ تُخْرَجُونَ

	“It is He [Allah] who brings forth the living from the dead, and brings forth the dead from the living, and He gives life to the earth after it is dead…” 


Hence, the appointment of Prophets is in line with the tradition of reviving societies and man’s hidden talents.  Reviving man’s life and revitalizing it is part of the Almighty’s generosities towards life, to sustain creation.

Al-Bukhtari in quoting Imam al-Saadiq (a.s.) says: (See Usool Al-Kaafi, Al-Kulayni, Vol. 1, section on Description of knowledge, Saying #2.)
انّ العلماء ورثة الانبیاء ..... فانظروا علمکم هذا عمّن تأخذونه    فانّ فینا أهل البیت فی کلّ خلف عدولاً  ینفون عنه تحریف الغالین  وإنتحال المبطلین   وتأویل الجاهلین
 “Scholars are the inheritors of the Prophets [their successors in knowledge], 

therefore be vigilant of the person from whom you receive your knowledge.  

No doubt, among us Ahlul Bayt, there are those who protect the religion from distortions by the ill-informed”. 

The Prophet (pbuh) said: (See Usool Al-Kaafi, Al-Kulayni, Vol. 1, section on Innovation, Saying #2.)
اذا ظهرت البدع فی امتی فلیظهر العالم علمه   فمن لم یفعل فعلیه لعنة الله
 “When heresy appears [in my Ummah], then the scholars must stress their knowledge, 

otherwise God would chastise them”.

Mu’awiya Ibn Wahab in quoting Imam al-Saadiq said: “I heard al-Saadiq quoting the Prophet by saying: 

“After my [the Prophet’s] death, when an innovation appears about people’s faith, 

there will be a guide from my Household to safeguard Islam.  

He will defend Islam; he will talk on behalf of God; and he will reveal the right and overcome the enemies’ ploy.”

Many Hadiths point to the scholars as the Prophets’ inheritors and trustees, the stronghold of Islam, as individuals for whom the angels of the heavens weep when they die.  All these issues are indicative of the perpetual need of Ij’tihaad and for the emergence of the revivalists in the society.   In view of these points it can be understood that the process of reviving is the first mission of God’s Messengers and the Prophet’s successors.


After the occultation of the 12th Imam (al-Mahdi) the divine mission rested on the shoulders of the religious authorities and learned scholars.  Just as the political leadership of people is the obligation of the fully qualified jurisprudent, Ij’tihaad is a Divine mission that is necessary for them.

For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.

What are the attributes of U’lamaa’ and Muj’tahideen (plural of Aalim and Muj’tahid) one may ask, and what are their responsibilities for the revival of man’s society?

1. Basically, among people the multitudes are indifferent toward religion, the world, and the community. They are obviously the lay people who are far from their godly nature.

2. On the other hand, there are people whose thoughts and horizons go beyond personal benefit, self-service, and egotism.  Their mission is something beyond their own “existence”.  Of course this group is not equal to the first group.  We call these people the scholars and learned persons, who want to serve mankind in a special framework. 

3. The third group is called the religious intellectuals who care deeply for the society in that: 

a. they assist the oppressed, 

b. they fight against tyranny, 

c. they understand events of their times, 

d. suffer the burden of being committed to the religion, and 

e. realize the necessity to reinforce or revive this commitment. 

The last group believes that only religion is able to solve individual as well as society problems.  They can be called religious intellectuals who are U’lamaa and Muj’tahideen in a real sense. 


Let us have a look at the characters of the U’lamaa and Muj’tahideen (plural of Aalim and Muj’tahid):

The first point is that they are conscious of the problems of their times. When a scholar does not recognize the problem, how can he solve it?  Understanding the requirements of the time has occupied a distinct place in the cultures of the Prophet’s household, Ahlul Bayt.  Mufadhal ibn Omar quotes Imam al-Saadiq (a.s.) as saying: (See Usool Al-Kaafi, Al-Kulayni, Vol. 1, section on Wisdom and Ignorance, Saying #29.)  

“One who is aware of the [social problems of his] times is less likely to be burdened by doubts or commit errors”.

Imam Ali (a.s.) states:  (See Nahjul Balaaghah, Sermon 220).
العالم بزمانه  لا تهجم علیه اللوابس
“A person knowledgeable of his times will not be confounded by tribulations of the time”

The second point about the Aalim or Muj’tahid is that the U’lamaa and the Muj’tahideen are cognizant and aware of true Islam and Islamic Schools of Thought.  They must themselves properly understand the Islamic religion from the point of view of the Holy Quran and the Hadith.  The Messenger of God (pbuh) has said:  
اذا التبست علیکم الفتن کقطع اللیل المظلم  فعلیکم بالقران
“If your problems are more than you can handle, refer to the Holy Quran”.

A person cannot claim to be Aalim or Muj'tahid and to proceed to do reforms without having gained the needed tools and sciences, i.e. understanding the Quran, Hadith, and other Islamic sciences.”

The third point about the Aalim or Muj’tahid is that they are not only theoreticians but also insightful persons, who try to purify themselves from sinfulness, malice, wickedness, and mischief making.  They try to perpetually be doers of good in their life.  Imam al-Hasan al-Askari says: (See Wasa’il al-Shi’a, al-Aamili, Vol. 18, P. 95.  Also al-Ih’tijaj, Tibrisi, Vol. 2, Page 263.)  
فأمّا من کان من الفقهاء   صائناً لنفسه   حافظاّ لدینه   مخالفاً لهواه   مطیعاً لامر مولاه     فللعوام أن یقلـِّدوه
“Of the jurisprudents the one who is protector of his soul [against the sinful], 

who applies his religion well, 

who opposes his unlawful passions, 

who is submissive to the Commands of his Lord:  It is then obligatory for people to follow such a person.” 

The Muj’tahideen should not only be acquainted with religious sciences but also to have high insight, which is of the nature of the gifted (non-acquired) knowledge. 

	The fourth point about the Aalim or Muj’tahid is that he should be familiar with the spirit of the people of his times.  The Holy Quran refers to this point when it says in Surah 14 (Ibrahim), Ayah 4:
وَمَا أَرْسَلْنَا مِن رَّسُولٍ إِلاَّ بِلِسَانِ قَوْمِهِ لِيُبَيِّنَ لَهُمْ فَيُضِلُّ اللّهُ مَن يَشَاء وَيَهْدِي مَن يَشَاء وَهُوَ الْعَزِيزُ الْحَكِيمُ

	“And We sent not a Messenger except to Teach in his own people’s Language, in order to Make the Truth Clear to them…”


The Prophet (pbuh) spoke in the language of the culture and the customs of the peoples of his time.  Besides, the lifestyle of the Prophet and the 12 Imams is a wonderful example for the Aalim or Muj’tahid to follow, and to utilize it in the most effective way of communication.

The Quran emphasizes as a principle that all the pomp and show of life is meaningless when it is devoid of faith and spirituality and if it is not consistent with the aim of benefiting man.   The Holy Quran describes the fate of those with no aim in their life and are negligent of faith, in Surah 24 (Al-Noor), Ayah 39-40:
	وَالَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا أَعْمَالُهُمْ كَسَرَابٍ بِقِيعَةٍ يَحْسَبُهُ الظَّمْآنُ مَاء حَتَّى إِذَا جَاءهُ لَمْ يَجِدْهُ شَيْئًا  ….

	“As for those who disbelieve, their deeds are like a mirage in a desert; which the thirsty mistakes it for water, but when he approaches it, he finds it to be nothing”.


Purely material life is as good as a mirage.  Numerous people lack direction and are submerged in vulgarity.  We pray Allah to grant us a happy end, give us the favor of obedience, worship, and devotion to Him.  We pray to Allah to make us true devotees of Islam, make our intentions pure, protect us against every evil and grant us salvation in this world and in the hereafter. 

Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba.
((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20

A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet (pbuh) Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:

To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.

8. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
9. Du’aas categorized and translated
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reach 3,000 to 3,500 for each month, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 12,676 as of 8-15-09.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
QUESTIONS ABOUT IMAN
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	B
	|
	21.
	A

	2.
	B
	|
	22.
	D

	3.
	C
	|
	23.
	B

	4.
	C
	|
	24.
	A

	5.
	D
	|
	25.
	B

	6.
	B
	|
	26.
	B

	7.
	B
	|
	27.
	B

	8.
	C
	|
	28.
	B

	9.
	C
	|
	29.
	B

	10.
	C
	|
	30.
	A

	11.
	C
	|
	31.
	D

	12.
	C
	|
	32.
	B

	13
	D
	|
	33.
	A

	14.
	B
	|
	34.
	B

	15.
	B
	|
	35.
	C

	16.
	C
	|
	36.
	D

	17.
	B
	|
	37.
	C

	18.
	B
	|
	38.
	A

	19.
	A
	|
	39.
	A

	20.
	D
	|
	40.
	B


 ((((((((((·((((((((((
IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.

((((((((((·((((((((((
IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS ABOUT IMAN
1 Nabiy means Prophet.  Who chose Muhammad (pbuh) to be the Nabiy?

a. Gabriel.

b. Allah.

c. The people.

d. By majority vote.
2 Who is the most important BEING to believe in?

a. Myself.

b. Allah, the creator.

c. Prophet Muhammad.

d. Jesus.
3 Almighty Allah created us and He loves us a great deal.  What is His name in English?

a. Allah.

b. Khuda.

c. God.

d. Zen.
4 When Almighty Allah created man on earth, He wanted to guide him.  Through what did God guide man?

a. Through man's thinking.

b. Through kings.

c. Through Prophets.

d. all the above.
5 How long were the periods God took to create the universe?

a. Human days.

b. God's days which are very long.

c. God's days may be billions of years.

d. b and c above.

6 What did Almighty Allah create Adam from?

a. Air.

b. Elements of the earth.

c. Plants & air.

d. Water & air.
7 We have a beginning.  Does Almighty Allah have a beginning as we do?

a. Yes, since we are like Him.

b. No, since His essence is different from ours.

c. Maybe.

d. I don't know.

8 When we grow old we die, yet Almighty God doesn't die.  How is that?

a. Being permanent, He doesn't die.

b. Having different essence than man's, He doesn't die.

c. a and b above.

d. I don't know.
9 Almighty Allah is self-sufficient, does He need to rest or sleep?

a. Yes, of course.

b. Only when He gets very tired.

c. No, He does not.

d. All the above.
10 Almighty Allah doesn't get hungry or thirsty, is that why He is known to be self-sufficient?

a. No, this is not all the reason.

b. A self-sufficient Being needs nothing whatsoever.

c. c.  a and b above.

d. Maybe.
11 Almighty Allah is one and is always one, does He have a father?

a. Are you crazy, of course no.

b. No, since His essence is different than ours.

c. a and b above.

d. Yes.

12 Almighty Allah is one and will always be one, does He have a child?

a. No.

b. Two children fighting all the time.

c. No, because His essence is different than man's.

d. Twelve children, five are troublesome.
13 What is meant by the will of Almighty Allah?

a. He achieves after he decides to do so.

b. He does not do it unless He wants to.

c. When he wants to, He wills it then executes it.

d. a, b, and c above in that order.
14 We know that Almighty Allah sees us and hears us, does He  know what is in our hearts?

a. Yes, some of the time.

b. Yes, all the time.

c. No, how can He.

d. Maybe.

15 Can Almighty Allah hear all the people all the time and at the same time?

a. No, how can this be!

b. Yes He can, since His essence is vastly different.

c. Yes, but only somewhat.

d. all the above.
16 Who wished to make man on earth?

a. The Prophets.

b. Mother nature.

c. Almighty Allah.

d. All the above.

17 Who accepts the Will of Almighty Allah?

a. A true believer.

b. a above + in Islam.

c. Atheist.

d. Ahlul-Kitab.
18 Can we do sneaky things without Almighty Allah seeing us?

a. Yes.

b. Not at all.

c. Sometimes.

d. If we hide them well.

19 How close is Almighty Allah to us?

a. As close as ourselves to ourselves.

b. Close enough.

c. Around us.

d. At a distance.
20 There are thirteen attributes of Almighty Allah, name five.

a. Eternal, Non-changeable, Self-sustaining.

b. See, Hear, Speak without eyes, ears or mouth.

c. Has the Will, Power, and Knowledge.

d. All the above + Capability.
21 Was Shaitan an angel or was he a Jin?

a. A jinn.

b. Partly jinn, partly angel.

c. An angel.

d. None of the above.
22 The Shaitan was with the angels when Allah ordered everyone to bow to Prophet Adam.  Why did Shaitan

a. disobey the Order?

a. He thought he was superior to Adam.

b. He had too much self-pride.

c. He felt his self-pride was bigger than disobeying God.

d. All the above.
23 Who is your worst enemy?

a. Ourselves.

b. Shaitan.

c. Some friends.

d. All the above.
24 Does the message of Almighty Allah change?

a. No, not at all.

b. It may.

c. Sometimes.

d. Usually.
25 Were the Prophets patient, hard working and understanding?

a. Mostly.

b. Yes, all of them.

c. Some of them.

d. All the above.
26 Which Prophet was distinctively patient?

a. Yunus.

b. Ayy'oob.

c. Yousuf.

d. Dawood.

27 Which Prophet was swallowed by the whale?

a. Adam.

b. Suleiman.
c. Yunus

d. Isa (Jesus)
28 Which Prophet sent his shirt to his father, and his father's eyes started to see again?

a. Suleiman.

b. Yousuf.

c. Musa.

d. Isa.

29 Which Prophet fought Taaloot (Goliath)?

a. Saul.

b. Dawood.

c. Ilias.

d. Musa.
30 What is the miracle of the miracles?

a. The Holy Quran, through Muhammad (pbuh).

b. Raising from the dead by Isa.

c. Crossing the Red Sea by Musa.

d. Not burning in the fire by Ibrahim.

31 What do angels do?

a. Serve almighty Allah.

b. Each has own assignment.

c. Glorify Almighty Allah.

d. All the above.
32 Are angles created differently from man?

a. Yes, from energy of fire.

b. Yes, from energy of light.

c. Yes, from clay.

d. No.

33 Do the angels have a desire to disobey Almighty Allah?

a. No, they are created to completely obey.

b. Only sometimes.

c. Yes.

d. Only the archangels.
34 Do the angels live forever?

a. Yes, of course.

b. No, the last will die before the resurrection.

c. Only the archangel.

d. Most of them.

35 What were the angels created from?

a. Energy of fire.

b. Clay.

c. Energy of light.

d. Energy.
36 Tell us about the duties of the angels?

a. Carry on assigned tasks.

b. Glorify Almighty Allah.

c. Take care of human messes.

d. a and b above.
37 What Holy Book did Prophet Ibrahim come out with?

a. Holy Quran.

b. Torah.

c. Scrolls

d. Zaboor.
38 Which Holy Book remains unchanged?

a. The Holy Quran.

b. The Bible.

c. The Torah.

d. The Injeel.
39 What happens to its depth of meaning when the Holy Quran is translated to other languages?

a. Meaning always reduced in spite of all efforts.

b. Not changed.

c. Some of it is lost.

d. Slight reduction.
40 A Juzu' is a Quranic division consisting of many sentences, what do we call each sentence?

a. Surah.

b. Ayah.

c. c. Sentence.

d. d. Paragraph.
((((((((((·((((((((((
WORLD ISLAMIC MISSION INC.

2009 United Way—C.F.C.  Donations

Please Designate Your CFC Gift to

X # : 8864: Islamic Service Mission, Inc.

Islamic Service Mission, Inc., Box 4543, Silver Spring, MD 20904, (Federal Tax Exemption ID # 52 1677456) is working for Human Health and Welfare by helping to feed, clothe and educate the most needy and to uplift the morals locally, nationally and internationally, regardless of Creed, Color, Race, national Origin or Ethnic backgrounds as commanded by God (Allah) in the Great Quran.  It has no Management or Overhead Expense (0.5%).  All money received are spent for the most needy.  Phone: (301)625 3051, Fax:(301)622 4744.  Website:

www.geocities.com/islamicservicemission/ism.htm
((((((((((·((((((((((
IMAM ALI HAS SAID:
· During civil disturbance adopt such an attitude that people do not attach any importance to you - they neither burden you with complicated affairs, nor try to derive any advantage out of you. 

· He who is greedy is disgraced; he who discloses his hardship will always be humiliated; he who has no control over his tongue will often have to face discomfort. 

· Avarice is disgrace; cowardice is a defect; poverty often disables an intelligent man from arguing his case; a poor man is a stranger in his own town; misfortune and helplessness are calamities; patience is a kind of bravery; to sever attachments with the wicked world is the greatest wealth; piety is the best weapon of defense. 

· Submission to Allah's Will is the best companion; wisdom is the noblest heritage; theoretical and practical knowledge are the best signs of distinction; deep thinking will present the clearest picture of every problem. 

· The mind of a wise man is the safest custody of secrets; cheerfulness is the key to friendship; patience and forbearance will conceal many defects. 

· A conceited and self-admiring person is disliked by others; charity and alms are the best remedy for ailments and calamities; one has to account in the next world for the deeds that he has done in this world. 

· Man is a wonderful creature; he sees through the layers of fat (eyes), hears through a bone (ears) and speaks through a lump of flesh (tongue). 

· When this world favors somebody, it lends him the attributes, and surpassing merits of others and when it turns its face away from him it snatches away even his own excellences and fame. 

· Live amongst people in such a manner that if you die they weep over you and if you are alive they crave for your company. 

· If you overpower your enemy, then pardon him by way of thankfulness to Allah, for being able to subdue him. 

· Unfortunate is he who cannot gain a few sincere friends during his life and more unfortunate is the one who has gained them and then lost them (through his deeds). 

· When some blessings come to you, do not drive them away through thanklessness. 

· He who is deserted by friends and relatives will often find help and sympathy from strangers. 
· Every person who is tempted to go astray, does not deserve punishment. 

· Our affairs are attached to the destiny decreed by Allah, even our best plans may lead us to destruction. 
((((((((((·((((((((((
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