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يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ كُونُواْ قَوَّامِينَ لِلّهِ شُهَدَاء بِالْقِسْطِ وَلاَ يَجْرِمَنَّكُمْ شَنَآنُ قَوْمٍ عَلَى أَلاَّ تَعْدِلُواْ اعْدِلُواْ هُوَ أَقْرَبُ لِلتَّقْوَى وَاتَّقُواْ اللّهَ إِنَّ اللّهَ خَبِيرٌ بِمَا تَعْمَلُونَ
O ye who believe! stand out firmly for Allah, as witnesses to fair dealing, and let not the hatred of others to you make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice. Be just: that is next to piety: and be in fear of Allah. For Allah is well-acquainted with all that ye do.
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	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH

One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.



	AL-BASIR      البصير
Allah is the one who is All-Seeing.

He sees all that has passed, all there is and all there will be until the end of time-from the time when He moved the sea of nothingness in 'alam al-ldhut until after Doomsday and the Last Judgment. He has also given to His creatures the ability to behold His creation. Some of His creatures see shapes and colors and movements better than men do, but He has given man an eye of the heart, to see deeper than what meets the eye-an inner eye to see the inner man.

That eye is called the basirah  البصيره. Although we cannot see Allah-only He can see Himself-with the basirah we can see ourselves. In doing so we will know that though we cannot see Him, He is looking at us, seeing not only what is on the outside of us, but what is in our minds and what is in our hearts. He who sees himself and knows himself knows that Allah sees him.

When you are in front of someone whom you respect and fear, you behave properly, with good conduct. You stand respectfully. You watch what you do and what you say. Yet that person can only see your outside; your respect and fear of him depend only on your temporal worldly interest and concern. Allah who has created you and the ones before you, the one who truly controls your life, sustains you, loves you, protects you, has mercy on you, is with you night and day, the one on whom your life depends for eternity in the Hereafter-He is closer to you than your jugular vein.  Allah has also told you clearly through His prophets and in His holy books what He wishes you to do, how He wishes you to behave, to the minutest detail. Yet right in front of His eyes, you do not hesitate to perform the most shameful and careless acts, without respect or fear.

Is it because you do not see Him that you believe that Allah al-Basir cannot see you?

	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	(The person who eats of the toil of his hands will on the Day of Judgment stand with the Prophets of Allah and be rewarded likewise.

(Repulsive is he to Allah who chooses to live at the expense of others.

(Truly, everyone of you is a guardian responsible for his charge: the Emir is the guardian over his people and responsible for them; the man is the master of his household and responsible for them.  Indeed, all of you are guardians and answerable to your charges.

	SAYINGS OF IMAM AL-Mahdi, the 12th Imam

	· O Allah our Lord!  We ask of Thee for an honorable government so Islam and Muslims be dignified, and the hypocrites be in disgrace, and make of us people who call to Thy obedience, and the leaders to Your way, and award us the dignity in this life and the one to come.  
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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 7,761 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 77 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.
((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
عبد الله بن أم مكتوم
الصحابي الجليل
Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum

(The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 
Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum was a cousin of Khadijah, the wife of the Prophet (pbuh). His father was Qays ibn Sa’eed and his mother was Aatikah bint Abdullah.  She was called Umm Maktum (Mother of the Concealed One) because she gave birth to a blind  child. 

Abdullah witnessed the rise of Islam in Mecca. He was amongst the first to accept Islam. He lived  through the horrors of the persecution of the Muslims at the hands of pagan Quraish and he suffered just as other companions of the Prophet  had suffered. His attitude, like theirs, was one of firmness, staunch resistance and sacrifice. Neither  his dedication nor his faith weakened against the violence of the Quraish onslaught.  In fact, all  this only increased his determination to hold on to the religion of God and his devotion to His  messenger.  

Abdullah was devoted to the noble Prophet and he was so eager to memorize the Quran that he  would not miss any opportunity to achieve his heart’s desire. Indeed, his sense of urgency and his  insistence could sometimes have been irritating as he, unintentionally, sought to monopolize the  attention of the Prophet.  

In this period, the Prophet, peace be upon him, was concentrating on the Quraish notables and  was eager that they should become Muslims. On one particular day, he met Utbah ibn Rabi’ah and  his brother Shaybah, Amr ibn Hisham better known as Abu Jahl, Umayya ibn Khalaf and Walid ibn  Mughira, the father of Khalid ibn Walid the famous General. He had begun talking and negotiating with them and telling them about Islam. He so much wished that they would respond positively to him and accept Islam or at least call off their  persecution of his companions.  

While he was thus engaged, the blind Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum came up and asked him to read a verse  from the Quran. "O messenger of God," he said, "teach me from what God has taught you."  
	
The Prophet turned away from him, ignoring his plea. He turned his attention instead to the prestigious  group of Quraish, hoping that they would become Muslims and that by their acceptance of Islam  they would bring greatness to the religion of God and strengthen his mission. As soon as he had  finished speaking to them and had left their company, the Prophet felt extremely uneasy, and his  head began to throb violently. At this point the following revelation came to him 
(Surah Abasa 8O: 116): 
عَبَسَ وَتَوَلَّى   أَن جَاءهُ الْأَعْمَى   وَمَا يُدْرِيكَ لَعَلَّهُ يَزَّكَّى   أَوْ يَذَّكَّرُ فَتَنفَعَهُ الذِّكْرَى   أَمَّا مَنِ اسْتَغْنَى    فَأَنتَ لَهُ تَصَدَّى    وَمَا عَلَيْكَ أَلَّا يَزَّكَّى    وَأَمَّا مَن جَاءكَ يَسْعَى    وَهُوَ يَخْشَى    فَأَنتَ عَنْهُ تَلَهَّى    كَلَّا إِنَّهَا تَذْكِرَةٌ    فَمَن شَاء ذَكَرَهُ فِي صُحُفٍ مُّكَرَّمَةٍ    مَّرْفُوعَةٍ مُّطَهَّرَةٍ    بِأَيْدِي سَفَرَةٍ    كِرَامٍ بَرَرَةٍ ….


(The Prophet) frowned and turned away,

Because there came to him the blind man (interrupting).

But what could tell thee but that perchance he might grow spiritually-

Or that he might receive admonition, and the teaching might profit him?

As to one who regards Himself as a man of influence,

To him dost thou attend;

Though it is no blame to thee if he grow not (in spiritual understanding).

But as to him who came to thee striving earnestly,

And with fear (in his heart),

Of him wast thou unmindful.

By no means (should it be so)! For it is indeed a Message of instruction:

Therefore let whoso will, keep it in remembrance.

 (It is) in Books held (greatly) in honor,

Exalted (in dignity), kept pure and holy,

Written by the hands of scribes-

Honorable and Pious and Just.


These are the sixteen verses which were revealed to the noble Prophet about Abdullah ibn Umm  Maktum, sixteen verses that have continued to be recited from that time till today and shall  continue to be recited.  

From that day the Prophet did not cease to be generous to Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum. to ask him  about his affairs, to fulfill his needs and take him into his council whenever he approached. This is not strange. Was he not censured by God in a strong manner on Abdullah's account? In fact,  in later years, he often greeted Ibn Umm Maktum with these words of humility:   "Welcome unto him on whose account my Sustainer has rebuked me." When the Quraish  intensified their persecution of the Prophet and those who believed with him, God gave them  permission to emigrate. Abdullah’s response was prompt. He and Musab ibn Umair were the first of the Companions to reach Medina.  

As soon as they reached Yathrib, he and Musab began discussing with the people, reading the  Quran to them and teaching them the religion of God. When the Prophet, upon whom be peace,  arrived in Medina, he appointed Abdullah and Bilal ibn Rabah to be mu’adh-dhins for the Muslims,  proclaiming the Oneness of God five times a day, calling man to the best of actions and summoning  them to success .  

Bilal would call the adhan and Abdullah would pronounce the Iqaama for the Prayer. Sometimes  they would reverse the process. During Ramadan, they adopted a special routine. One of them  would call the adhan to make people begin Iftaar. The other would call the  adhan for Suhoor. It was Bilal who would awaken the  people and Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum who would announce the beginning of dawn.  

One of the responsibilities that the Prophet placed on Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum was to put him in  charge of Medina in his absence. This was done more than ten times, one of them being when he  left for the liberation of Mecca.  

Soon after the battle of Badr, the Prophet received a revelation from God raising the status of the  Mujahideen and preferring them over the qa’ideen (those who remain inactive at home). This was  in order to encourage the Mujahid even further and to spur the qai’d to give up his inactivity. This  revelation affected ibn Umm Maktum deeply. It pained him to be thus barred from the higher  status and he said:  

O messenger of God. If I could go on jihad, I would certainly do." He then earnestly asked God to  send down a revelation about his particular case and those like him who were prevented because  of their disabilities from going on military campaigns.  
	
His prayer was answered. An additional phrase was revealed to the Prophet exempting those with  disabilities from the import of the original verse. The ayah says (Surah, 4: 95).  
لاَّ يَسْتَوِي الْقَاعِدُونَ مِنَ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ غَيْرُ أُوْلِي الضَّرَرِ وَالْمُجَاهِدُونَ فِي سَبِيلِ اللّهِ بِأَمْوَالِهِمْ وَأَنفُسِهِمْ فَضَّلَ اللّهُ الْمُجَاهِدِينَ بِأَمْوَالِهِمْ وَأَنفُسِهِمْ عَلَى الْقَاعِدِينَ دَرَجَةً وَكُـلاًّ وَعَدَ اللّهُ الْحُسْنَى وَفَضَّلَ اللّهُ الْمُجَاهِدِينَ عَلَى الْقَاعِدِينَ أَجْرًا عَظِيمًا

	Not equal are those believers who sit (at home) and receive no hurt, and those who strive and fight in the cause of Allah with their goods and their persons. Allah hath granted a grade higher to those who strive and fight with their goods and persons than to those who sit (at home). Unto all (in Faith) Hath Allah promised good: But those who strive and fight Hath He distinguished above those who sit (at home) by a special reward



In spite of thus being excused from jihad, the soul of Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum refused to be  content with staying among those who remained at home when an expedition was in progress.  Great souls are not content with remaining detached from affairs of great moment. He determined  that no campaign should by-pass him. He fixed a role for himself on the battle field. He would say:  "Place me between two rows and give me the standard. I will carry it for you and protect it, for I  am blind and cannot run away. "  

In the fourteenth year after the Hijrah, Omar resolved to mount a major assault against the  Persians to bring down their State and open the way for the Muslim forces. So he wrote to his  governors:  

"Send anyone with a weapon or a horse or who can offer any form of help to me. And make  haste."  

Crowds of Muslims from every direction responded to Omar’s call and converged on Medina.  Among all these was the blind Mujahid Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum. Omar appointed Sa’d ibn Abi  Waqqas commander over the army, gave him instructions and bade him farewell. When the army  reached Qadisiya, Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum was prominent, wearing a coat of armor and fully prepared. He had vowed to carry and protect the standard of the Muslims or be killed in the  process.  

The forces met and engaged in the most fierce battle for three days. On the third day, the Muslims achieved a mighty victory. The standard of Tawhid was raised in an idolatrous land. The price of this clear victory was  hundreds of martyrs. Among them was Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum. He was found dead on the  battlefield clutching the flag of the Muslims.
ADVANCE \D 7.20
KHUTBA OF JUMU'AH
The Scholar’s Goal in Contemporary Islamic Movements

The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
Let us endeavor toward piety and righteousness, and obey Allah’s divine commands.  Let us be heedful of our choices in this life and their likely consequences in the hereafter.  We ask Allah to protect us from evilness and falsehood and help us lay a foundation with moral values according to the rules of our Lord.  

The Holy Quran urges us to respond to God’s call, for it says in Surah 8 (al-Anfaal), Ayah 24:
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ اسْتَجِيبُواْ لِلّهِ وَلِلرَّسُولِ إِذَا دَعَاكُم لِمَا يُحْيِيكُمْ وَاعْلَمُواْ أَنَّ اللّهَ يَحُولُ بَيْنَ الْمَرْءِ وَقَلْبِهِ وَأَنَّهُ إِلَيْهِ تُحْشَرُونَ

	“Oh you who believe, respond to Allah and His Messenger 

when he calls you to what will give you life [enliven you], …”


Social and political movements are imbedded in social reality and phenomena, for social and political movements are not a collection of scattered and disjointed events.  Yet, movements by U’lamaa (clergies) in the Islamic world have in essence acquired a total Islamic character, because their movements relate to a singular awareness: such awareness can be called God-Consciousness.  For instance, the guidelines of this God-Consciousness are:

· Of a Prophetic character and, 

· All other goals are seen in the light of a Divine self-Consciousness. 

	The Holy Quran in Surah 4 (al-Nisaa), Ayah 58 states:
إِنَّ اللّهَ يَأْمُرُكُمْ أَن تُؤدُّواْ الأَمَانَاتِ إِلَى أَهْلِهَا وَإِذَا حَكَمْتُم بَيْنَ النَّاسِ أَن تَحْكُمُواْ بِالْعَدْلِ إِنَّ اللّهَ نِعِمَّا يَعِظُكُم بِهِ إِنَّ اللّهَ كَانَ سَمِيعًا بَصِيرًا

	“Verily! Allah commands that you should return the trusts to their owners; 

and when you judge among men, pass judgment with justice”


Nahjul Balaaghah captures the essence of this principle in one of the sermons of Imam Ali.  It says (Nahjul Balaaghah, edition of Subhi al-Salih , Sermon # 26.

	“O God! You know that our struggle, moves, protests, and campaigns are not, 

neither had been for the sake of rivalry or for obtaining power, 

nor are they for the sake of personal ambitions or for worldly ends, 

or for the purpose of accumulating wealth or acquiring worldly advantages”
	اللهم انک تعلم انه لم یکن الذی کان منا منافسة فی سلطان ولا التماس شی من فضول الحطام


 Then what is the purpose of these principles?  The purpose is stated in the words that follow:

“…but [they are] to reestablish the landmarks of your religion, 

that we may make reform manifest in Thy lands, 

[in such a way] that the oppressed among Thy servants may attain security, 

and Thy Laws which have been cast into neglect, may be reinstated).”

These phrases present a general framework:

In Islamic terminology Reform (Islah  إصلاح) is the opposite of Corruption (Fasad فساد ).  Imam Ali in his Khutba delineates his objective in a clear manner.  He says: “That we may re-establish the landmarks of your religion”, meaning establish reform.

Imam Ali also declares: “We seek to revive Islam whose teachings have been cast into neglect”. And that we may let reform (Islah) manifest in your lands.  In other words these reforms are to improve the life of God’s subjects, such as feeding the hungry, clothing the bare, helping the sick, fighting ignorance, and taking measures to improve the material welfare of people.

The third objective says: “That the oppressed among your servants may find security”. This points out Imam Ali’s goal, which is to deliver the oppressed from the mischief of the oppressor.  His intent was to deal with the relationship of man with man: be it between the oppressor and the oppressed, the plunderer and the plundered, and the victim versus the one who deprives him of his security.

In the letter to Malik ibn al-Ashtar, Imam Ali is cited to have written: (see Nahjul Balaaghah, edition of Subhi al-Salih, Sermon # 53.) 
	“O’ Malik!  Govern in such a manner that the public considers you as the one 
     who provides them with security, 

     who defends their lives and property, 

     and regard you as their friend and ally, 

not as someone who gives himself an air of tyranny and belligerence, 

     who wants people to fear him.  

     Do not seek to rule with the agent of fear”.


	واجعل لذوی الحاجات منک قسماً تفرّغ لهم فیه شخصک   
وتجلس لهم مجلساً عاماً   فتتواضع فیه لله الذی خلقک 
وتقعد عنهم جندک واعوانک من احراسک و شرطک     
حتی یکلمک متکلمهم غیر متتعتع، 
فانّی سمعت رسول الله - صلی الله علیه وآله وسلـّم – یقول فی غیر موطن:   " لن تقدس امة لا یؤخذ للضعیف فیها حقه من القوی غیر متتعتع"    


To attain sanctity and high station, and to deserve due respect, an Ummah has to provide such conditions that the weak can claim his right from the harsh without trepidations and face the harsh authority without apprehension, stammering, or a faltering tongue.

There are two points involved here:

· Firstly, people should totally free themselves from the spirit of weakness or debasement, and to be able to courageously face the harsh and powerful, in other words to defend themselves without a faltering tongue or apprehension.  

· Secondly, the social order must be such that the weak or the strong stand alike before the law. Hence Imam Ali says that the Islamic governance is to provide security to God’s servants against the hands of oppressors. 

The fourth objective is spelled out in the following sentence: “That we may reinstate Thy [Islamic] Laws (hudood) which have fallen into neglect.  In the terminology of the Quran and Prophetic tradition, hudood means Islamic Laws in general, to include penal and non-penal regulations. 

According to the above, when a nation stages a movement with a parity and sincerity of intent and follows a sincerely pure leadership, such a nation has the firmest basis, and is mighty to stand in the face of adversity.

For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.

Earlier, we had read an Islamic narration that before the establishment of a Universal Divine Justice (during the so-called ultimate Era), the sun shall rise from the west.  We wondered what it meant.  We can interpret this tradition to mean that perhaps the Western nations will come to realize the realities of Islam. 

	The Quran in Surah 4 (al-Nisaa), Ayah 135 states:
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ كُونُواْ قَوَّامِينَ بِالْقِسْطِ شُهَدَاء لِلّهِ وَلَوْ عَلَى أَنفُسِكُمْ…. 

	O you who believe!  Stand out firmly for Justice, as witnesses to Allah, 

even were it against yourselves……..


The Quran in Surah 5 (al-Maa’ida), Ayah 8 states:
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ كُونُواْ قَوَّامِينَ لِلّهِ شُهَدَاء بِالْقِسْطِ وَلاَ يَجْرِمَنَّكُمْ شَنَآنُ قَوْمٍ عَلَى أَلاَّ تَعْدِلُواْ اعْدِلُواْ هُوَ أَقْرَبُ لِلتَّقْوَى وَاتَّقُواْ اللّهَ إِنَّ اللّهَ خَبِيرٌ بِمَا تَعْمَلُونَ

	O ye who believe! stand out firmly for Allah, as witnesses to fair dealing, and let not the hatred of others to you make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice. Be just: that is next to piety: and fear Allah. For Allah is well-acquainted with all that ye do.


	The Quran in Surah 7 (al-A’raaf), Ayah 181 states:
وَمِمَّنْ خَلَقْنَا أُمَّةٌ يَهْدُونَ بِالْحَقِّ وَبِهِ يَعْدِلُونَ

	Of those We created are people who direct to the truth, and dispense Justice therein


Before closing let us quote some sayings of Imam al-Saadiq in regard to justice: (see A-Saadiq, Section of Sayings, Saying #72 and 194. Published by Islamic reference CD.)
· Whoever treats people and does not wrong them, speaks to them and does not lie to them, and promises them and does not break his promise, his backbiting is nullified, his manhood is outstanding, his justice appears, his befriending is a must.

· When asked about quality of justice in man, al-Saadiq said:  It is the person who prevents his eyes from the forbidden, his tongue from the sinful, and his hand from the wrong.

How many of us follow the instructions above?  Look into the Muslim society of today and see how people behave and do business?  Can we truly follow the role and character of the Prophet (pbuh)!  Think about it and consider!   
 
O God!  Make us worthy of taking an active part in this great Islamic movement.  O Lord! Make us worthy of the sun of Islam, and preserve the sacred existence of that Great Leader [al-Mahdi] in the shelter of your grace, and protect him until the attainment of the ultimate goal. 
Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba.

((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20

A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet (pbuh) Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:

To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.

8. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
9. Du’aas categorized and translated
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reach 3,000 to 3,500 for each month, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 13,309 as of 11-1-09.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.

QUESTIONS ABOUT IBADAT
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	A
	|
	21.
	A

	2.
	A
	|
	22.
	A

	3.
	A
	|
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	A
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	|
	24.
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	A
	|
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	|
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	15.
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	|
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	A
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	C
	|
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	A

	18.
	C
	|
	38.
	A
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	|
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	D
	|
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 ((((((((((·((((((((((
IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.

((((((((((·((((((((((

IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS ABOUT IBADAT

1. What does the Oneness of Allah (swt) mean?

a. Allah is the sole creator + b and c.

b. Allah is the ultimate authority.

c. Allah is the Supreme priority.

d. Allah's oneness to remind us of our oneness
2. The attributes of Allah the Almighty are thirteen, four of them are:

a. Mighty, Just, Limitless Knowledge, Omnipresent. 

b. Merciful, Holy, Gracious, Distant.

c. May be in need of: sleep, food, water, rest.

d. Perceiver, Hearer, Helper.
3. What does declaring that Muhammad is Allah's Messenger mean?

a. Muhammad (pbuh) as a Messenger of Allah + b.

b. Accept and follow Muhammad's teachings.

c. Muhammad (pbuh) as the only Prophet + b.

d. Muhammad is not only a Prophet but also our guide + b.
4. Why do we have to do Salat?

a. Obedience to Allah's orders.

b. The Prophet (pbuh) urged us to do.

c. All Muslims do it. 

d. It is good to do + a and b above.
5. Is Salat a great Islamic duty?

a. It is a pillar of Ibadah.

b. It is a pillar of Iman.

c. Sometimes it is a duty.

d. Maybe it is a duty.
6. How does Salat purify ourselves?

a. It purifies us with water.

b. It purifies us spiritually.

c. It does not purify us.

d. It purifies us with soap.
7. When we obey Allah the Almighty through doing the Salat, will that remind us of doing good to others?

a. Often.

b. Sometimes + a.

c. All the time + a and b.

d. No, not at all.
8. The reason to do the Wudu is that we have to be clean before we face the Almighty.   Should this remind us to be clean?

a. All the time.

b. Sometimes.

c. Often.

d. All the above.
9. Mention four points that break the Wudu?

a. Passing gas.

b. Sleeping.

c. Urinating.

d. All the above + defecating.
10. What is Salat of the Sunnah?

a. A Surah in the Holy Quran.

b. A book about the tradition of Muhammad (pbuh).

c. A prayer following the tradition of Muhammad (pbuh).

d. Asr Prayer of special importance.
11. What is Salat Nafal?

a. An optional Salat.

b. An obligatory Salat.

c. A Salat done on Jumu’ah.

d. A Salat done in congregation.
12. Do you always have to say the Iqaama before you do the Salat?

a. Sometimes.

b. Not at all, it is optional.

c. Yes, always.

d. Yes, but most of the time.
13. Where is the Ka'ba?

a. In Mecca.

b. In Medina.

c. In Jerusalem.

d. On the mountains of Mecca.
14. Does the Ka'ba act as a focus to unite the Muslims in prayer?

a. No.

b. Sometimes.

c. Always.

d. None of the above.
15. What does a Rak'a consist of?

a. Standing and bowing in prayer.

b. Getting up momentarily.

c. Kneeling down twice.

d. All the above.
16. Can you compensate for a missed Salat?

a. Forget about it.

b. a above + feel bad about it.

c. Compensate by doing Qadhaa' Prayer.

d. Try not to miss again.
17. How will a girl dress when she wants to pray?

a. Put on her cleanest, best looking dress.

b. Covers everything, except face.

c. b above + hands and feet.

d. In shorts.
18. As Muslims we all fast, what is the name of the month during which we fast?

a. Dhul-Hijjah.

b. Safar.

c. Ramadhan.

d. Muharram.
19. Can we fast at other times of the year?

a. Yes, it is mandatory.

b. Yes, it is optional.

c. Yes, in Jamad-ul-Awwal.

d. Yes, only on Fridays.
20. Who is to fast during the month of Ramadhan?

a. Men and women of the proper age.

b. Black and white people.

c. The rich as well as the poor.

d. All the above.
21. What is a lunar month?

a. Month depending on the cycle of the moon + d.

b. Month related to the lunar geography.

c. A longer month than the solar month.

d. A month shorter than the solar month.
22. When people in North America fast during the winter months, will people in South America fast at the same time?

a. Yes, though it is summer over there.

b. No, they don't have too.

c. Sometimes.

d. Every once in a while.
23. Iftaar is a nice term, what do we do during Iftaar?

a. Break the fast, pray Maghrib, then eat.

b. Break the fast then eat.

c. Pray Maghrib then eat.

d. Break fast then sleep.
24. What is Suhoor?

a. Surah in the Holy Quran.

b. Hadith.

c. The last meal before the fast of the day.

d. The name of mid-Ramadhan prayer.
25. It is very good to read all of the Holy Quran during the month of Ramadhan, can you do so for next Ramadhan?

a. Yes, I will, insha' Allah.

b. No, I cannot.

c. Yes, I'll try my very best, insha' Allah.

d. No, I don't have the time.
26. What is Leilatul-Qadr (Night of power)?

a. Religiously the most important night.

b. The angels are commanded to descend with blessings.

c. A night of intensified worship + a and b.

d. A night when our powers of thinking is increased miraculously, + b.
27. During fasting we are following in the footsteps of Prophet Muhammad, does that make us better Muslims?

a. We follow his footsteps more closely.

b. We practice Islam better.

c. We feel better Muslims.

d. We learn Islam better and put it into practice.
28. To be a more complete Muslim, we are to have goodness of character.  What does that mean?

a. To be as good as ever possible + b and c.

b. To have intentions to be good.

c. Islamic goodness comes from Quran and Sunnah.

d. Goodness always comes from home environment + b.
29. What is Eid-ul-Fitr?

a. Surah about Ramadhan.

b. Celebration when Ramadhan ends.

c. An angel for Ramadhan.

d. A Hadith about Ramadhan.
30. Is Zakat a duty on every Muslim who is capable?

a. Sometimes.

b. No.

c. Yes, always.

d. Optional.
31. How do you give the Zakat?

a. Directly to the poor.

b. To an Imam who distributes it to those who qualify.

c. To the proper organization.

d. One of the above.
32. Do you think the society will suffer as much if everyone gives his share of the Zakat?

a. Yes, just the same.

b. No, the society will greatly improve.

c. Sometimes it helps.

d. None of the above.
33. What is meant when some of the Zakat fund goes "for the cause of Allah"?

a. To support Religious works.

b. To spread Islamic publications.

c. To support Islamic projects.

d. All above + all works to benefit Islam.
34. If a person cannot afford to go to Mecca, is he or she still supposed to go to Haj?

a. No, of course not.

b. Yes, but of course he or she should try.

c. No, since Islam is the religion of mercy.

d. No, as long as he or she cannot afford it.
35. Of what nationalities the people who go for Haj are?

a. Most nationalities of the world.

b. All nationalities of the world.

c. Arabians and some local countries.  

d. Americans, Russians, and Middle Easterners.
36. Do you see all kinds of people during Haj, be they black, white, or other colors?

a. Yes, we see all colors.

b. No, only one color.

c. Sometimes three colors.

d. Mostly blacks and whites.
37. How do we learn a sense of equality during the Haj?

a. Because we dress alike + b and c.

b. In obedience to Allah, we practice the same rituals.

c. We feel awe and humility at the same time.

d. By signing official papers in Mecca, + all above.
38. What is Tawaf?

a. Going around Ka'ba seven times during Haj.

b. a above but five times.

c. a above but three times.

d. Be by the Ka'ba.
39. What is Omrah?

a. Doing a mini Haj.

b. Doing Haj not at the designated time.

c. Doing the second Haj.

d. A companion of the Prophet (pbuh).
40. Being good and doing good deeds is a form of worship (Ibadah), how important is this form of worship?

a. Very important.

b. Probably the most important.

c. Not important.

d. Important.

((((((((((·((((((((((

WORLD ISLAMIC MISSION INC.

2009 United Way—C.F.C.  Donations

Please Designate Your CFC Gift to

X # : 8864: Islamic Service Mission, Inc.

Islamic Service Mission, Inc., Box 4543, Silver Spring, MD 20904, (Federal Tax Exemption ID # 52 1677456) is working for Human Health and Welfare by helping to feed, clothe and educate the most needy and to uplift the morals locally, nationally and internationally, regardless of Creed, Color, Race, national Origin or Ethnic backgrounds as commanded by God (Allah) in the Great Quran.  It has no Management or Overhead Expense (0.5%).  All money received are spent for the most needy.  Phone: (301)625 3051, Fax:(301)622 4744.  Website: www.geocities.com/islamicservicemission/ism.htm
((((((((((·((((((((((
TELL ME THIS WON'T HAPPEN TO US !!!!" 
An elderly Floridian called 911 on 
her cell phone to report that her car has been broken into. She is hysterical as she explains her situation to the dispatcher: "They've stolen the stereo, the steering wheel, the brake pedal and even the accelerator!" she cried. 

The dispatcher said, "Stay calm. An officer is on the way." A few minutes  later, the officer radios in. "Disregard." he says. "She got in the back-seat of the car by mistake." 
((((((((((·((((((((((
Ali about the Prophet (pbuh) :  In sermon #96, page 141
	Muhammad is of the highest station, and his origin is the noblest, in the mines of honor and  the cradles of peace.

Allah made the hearts of the virtuous incline towards him and the reins of eyes turn towards him. 

Through Muhammad, Allah buried mutual rancor and put off the flame of rebellion.

And through him Allah instilled affection in the hearts of believers, to become like brothers;

And through him Allah had secluded the disbelievers all together.

Through Muhammad Allah conferred honor to the lowly, and humiliation to the arrogant with disbelief.

Muhammad (pbuh) spoke with wisdom and even his silence was an indication of speech.
	مُسْتَقَرُّهُ خَيْرُ مُسْتَقَرٍّ، 
وَمَنْبِتُهُ أَشْرَفُ مَنْبِت، 
فِي مَعَادِنِ الْكَرَامَةِ، 
وَمَمَاهِدِ السَّلاَمَةِ.
قَدْ صُرِفَتْ نَحْوَهُ أَفْئِدَةُ الاَْبْرَارِ، وَثُنِيَتْ إِلَيْهِ أَزِمَّةُ الاَْبْصَارِ،
دَفَنَ [اللهُ] بِهِ الضَّغَائِنَ ، وَأَطْفَأَ بِهِ الثَّوَائِرَ، وأَلَّفَ بِهِ إِخْوَاناً، وَفَرَّقَ بِهِ أَقْرَاناً، 
أَعَزَّ بِهِ الذِّلَّةَ، وَأَذَلَّ بِهِ الْعِزَّةَ،
 كَلاَمُهُ بَيَانٌ، وَصَمْتُهُ لِسَانٌ.


Ali refers to himself and his background: In Sermon 120, page 176
	By Allah, I have been taught the knowledge:

· to convey the messages,

· to fulfill the promises, and

· to express with eloquence.  

We the people of the house [Ahlul Bayt] maintain the doors of wisdom and the authority to govern. 

O people!  Look out, since the paths of religion are one, and its highways are forthright.

· The one who follows them will achieve [the aim of heavens] and will secure [his objective to gain heaven].

· As to the one who shuns the way, with certainty he will be in anguish for he will have gone astray.

O people!  Prepare for your Hereafter, work hard for that Day for you will be either well rewarded or in jeopardy of the wrath of the Almighty.
	تَاللهِ لَقَدْ عُلِّمْتُ تَبْلِيغَ الرِّسَالاَتِ، وَإِتْمَامَ الْعِدَاتِ ، وَتَمَامَ الْكَلِمَاتَ. وَعِنْدَنَا ـأَهْلَ الْبَيْتِ ـ أَبْوَابُ الْحُكْمِ وَضِيَاءُ الاَْمْرِ
.
أَلاَ وَإِنَّ شَرَائِعَ الدِّينِ وَاحِدَةٌ، وَسُبُلَهُ قَاصِدَةٌ مَنْ أَخَذَ بِهَا لَحِقَ وَغَنِمَ، وَمَنْ وَقَفَ عَنْهَا ضَلَّ وَنَدِمَ.
اعْمَلُوا لِيَوْم تُذْخَرُ لَهُ الذَّخَائِرُ، وَتُبْلَى فِيهِ السَّرَائِرُ، وَمَنْ لاَ يَنْفَعُهُ حَاضِرُ لُبِّهِ فَعَازِبُهُ عَنْهُ أَعْجَزُ، وَغَائِبُهُ أَعْوَزُ . وَاتَّقُوا نَاراً حَرُّهَا شَدِيدٌ، وَقَعْرُهَا بَعِيدٌ، وَحِلْيَتُهَا حَدِيدٌ، وَشَرَابُهَا صَدِيدٌ 
أَلاَ وَإِنَّ اللِّسَانَ الصَّالِحَ  يَجْعَلُهُ اللهُ لِلْمَرْءِ فِي النَّاسِ، خَيْرٌ لَهُ مِنَ الْمَالِ يُورِثُهُ مَنْ لاَ يَحْمَدُهُ.


Sayings  of Ali”

· If the right usurped from us is given back to us we shall take it, otherwise we shall go on claiming it. 

· If someone's deeds lower his position, his pedigree cannot elevate it. 

· To render relief to the distressed and to help the oppressed make amends for great sins.

((((((((((·((((((((((
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