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رَبَّنَا لاَ تُزِغْ قُلُوبَنَا بَعْدَ إِذْ هَدَيْتَنَا وَهَبْ لَنَا مِن لَّدُنكَ رَحْمَةً إِنَّكَ أَنتَ الْوَهَّابُ
Our Lord! make not our hearts to deviate after Thou hast guided us aright, and grant us from Thee mercy; surely Thou art the most liberal Giver.
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	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH

One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.



	AL-HAKAM     الحكم
Allah is the one who orders.

Allah is the bringer of justice and truth. He judges, and executes His justice. There is no justice but His. None can oppose His decree and none can prevent or delay the execu​tion of His orders. Allah is the cause of the judged, the judge, the justice, and the judgment. All that happens in the uni​verse is the effect of that one and only cause.

How can man, who is shortsighted, see the beginning and end of a chain of events? How often grandchildren pay for the sins of grandfathers, and fathers pay in advance for the sins of future generations! Do not judge Allah's justice. Often poison for one is medicine for another.

Allah has written His divine law in His holy books. Man understands it to the extent of his purity, sincerity, faith, knowledge, wisdom, and finally to the extent of his lot. Again according to his lot, man obeys or rebels and is rewarded or punished accordingly.

In Allah's attribute of the great judge, al-Hakam, there are good tidings to the faithful, and a warning to the nonbelievers.

O believer, first be a true judge of yourself. Neither tyran​nize yourself nor excuse and pamper yourself. Then judge others as you judge yourself. If you have any power to execute your judgment, make sure that your judgment is not other than Allah's decree and your power none other than that which is in His hand.

Abd al-Hakam is he who executes Allah's judgment upon His servants as He wills.

	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	("The one who takes prayer lightly is not of me. No, by Allah such a person will not reach the Howdh, Pond of abundance and Grace, in the Hereafter."
("Say each of your prayer as if it were your last prayer."
("At the time of every prayer (Salat), I hear a caller who calls and says: "O children of Adam! Keep up prayers in order to extinguish the fire you have lit against yourselves (by committing sins)."

	SAYINGS OF IMAM ALI, the 1st Imam

	("If a praying person knew to what extent he was surrounded by Allah’s Mercy, he would rather not raise his head from (the state of) prostration."
("For the God-fearing, prayer is a means of seeking nearness to Allah"
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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 7,844 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 63 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.

((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
البرآء بن مالك الأنصارى
الصحابي الجليل
Al-Baraa ibn Malik al-Ansaari
(The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 
His hair looked disheveled and his appearance unkempt. He was thin and wiry, even painful to look at. Yet in single handed combat he defeated many opponents and in the thick of  battle he was an outstanding fighter against the disbelievers. He was so daring that Omar once wrote to the governors of the Islamic state that they should not appoint him to lead any army; out of fear that he would have them all killed by his daring exploits. This man was al-Baraa ibn Malik al-Ansaari, the brother of Anas ibn Malik, the personal  aide of the Prophet.  

If the tales of Baraa's heroism were to be told in detail pages and pages could be written. But let one example suffice .  

This particular story begins after the death of the noble Prophet when some Arabian tribes took to leaving the religion of God in large numbers, just as they had entered it previously in large numbers. Within a short space of time only the people of Mecca, Medina and Ta’if and other scattered communities (who were strong in their faith)  remained steadfast with the religion.  

Abu Bakr al-Siddique, the Khalifa, stood firm against this destructive movement. From the  Muhajireen and Ansaar, he mobilized eleven contingents, each under a separate commander, and dispatched them to various parts  of the Arabian peninsula. Their purpose was to make the apostates return to the path of guidance and truth and to confront  the leaders of the rebellion.  

The strongest group of apostates and the largest in number were the Banu Hanifa among whom Musailema the Imposter arose, claiming that he was a prophet. Musailema managed to mobilize forty thousand of the best fighters among  his people. Most of these however followed him for the sake of Allah or tribal loyalty and not because they believed in him.  One of them in fact said, "I testify that Musailema is an impostor and that Muhammad is true but the impostor of Rabi’ah  (Musailema) is dearer to us than the true man of Mudhar (Muhammad ). "  

Musailema routed the first army sent against him under the leadership of Ikrama ibn Abi Jahl. Abu Bakr dispatched another army against Musailema led by Khalid ibn al-Walid. This army included the cream of the Sahaaba from both the Ansaar and  the Muhajireen. In the front ranks of this army was Baraa ibn Malik and a group of the most valiant Muslims.  

The two armies met in the territory of the Banu Hanifah at Yamamah in Najd. Before long, the scale of battle tilted in favor of  Musailema and his men. The Muslim armies began to retreat from their positions. Musailema's forces even stormed the  tent of Khalid ibn al-Walid and drove him from his position. They would have killed his wife if one of them had not granted her  protection.  

At that point, the Muslims realized in what a perilous situation they were. They were also conscious of the fact that if they  were annihilated by Musailema, Islam would not be able to stand as a religion and Allah--the One God with whom there is  no partner--would not be worshipped in the Arabian peninsula after that.  

Khalid mustered his forces once more and began reorganizing them. He separated the Muhajireen and the Ansaar and kept  men from different tribes apart. Each was put under the leadership of one of its own members so that the losses of each  group in the battle might be known.  

The battle raged. There was much destruction and death. The Muslims had not experienced anything like this in all the wars they had fought before. Musailema's men remained firm amidst the tumult, although many  of them had fallen. 

The Muslims displayed tremendous feats of heroism. Thabit ibn Qays, the standard bearer of the Ansaar, dug a pit and planted himself in it and fought until he was killed. The pit he dug turned out to be his grave. Zayd ibn al-Khattab, brother of Omar ibn al-Khattab, called out to the Muslims: "Men, bite with your jaw teeth, strike the enemy and press on. By God, I shall not speak to you after this until either Musailema is defeated or I meet God." He  then charged against the enemy and continued fighting until he was killed. Salim, (the Mowla of Abu Hudhayfah), and standard  bearer of the Muhajireen displayed unexpected valor. His people feared that he would show weakness or be too terrified to fight. To them he said, "If you manage to overtake me, what a miserable bearer of the Quran I shall be." He then valiantly plunged into the enemy ranks and eventually fell as a martyr. 

The bravery of all these, however, wanes in front of the heroism of al-Baraa ibn Malik, may God be pleased with him and with  them all. 

As the battle grew fiercer and fiercer, Khalid turned to al-Baraa and said, "Charge, young man of the Ansaar." Al-Baraa turned to his men and said, "O Ansaar, let not anyone of you think of returning to Medina. There is no Medina for you after this day. There is only Allah, then Paradise."  

He and the Ansaar then launched their attack against the disbelievers, breaking their ranks and dealing them terrific blows until the enemy began to withdraw, seeking refuge in a garden which later became known as The Garden of Death because of the many killed on that day. The garden was surrounded by high walls. Musailema and  thousands of his men entered and closed the gates behind them and fortified themselves.  

From their new positions they began to rain down arrows on the Muslims.  The valiant Baraa went  

forward and addressed his company, "Put me on a shield. Raise the shield on spears and hurl me  into the garden near the gate. Either I shall die a martyr or I shall open the gate for you."  

The thin and wiry al-Baraa was soon sitting on a shield. A number of spears raised the shield and he was thrown into the Garden of Death amongst the multitude of Musailema's men. He descended on them like a thunderbolt and continued to  fight them in front of the gate. Many fell to his sword and he himself sustained numerous wounds before he could open the  gate.  

The Muslims charged into the Garden of Death through the gates and over the walls. Fighting was bitter and at close quarters and hundreds were killed. Finally the Muslims came upon Musailema who was killed by the spear of Wahshi, the same man who killed Hamza (the uncle of the Prophet) in the battle of Ohod.  

Al Baraa was taken in a litter to Medina. Khalid ibn al-Walid spent a month looking after him and tending his wounds. Eventually his condition improved. 

In spite of recovering from his wounds, al-Baraa continued to long for the martyrdom which had eluded him at the Garden of Death. He went on fighting in battle after battle hoping to attain his aim. This came at the battle for Tustar in Persia.  

At Tustar the Persians were besieged in one of their defiant fortresses. The siege was long and when its effects became  quite unbearable, they adopted a new tactic. From the walls of the fortress, they began to throw down iron chains at the ends of which were fastened iron hooks which were red hot. Muslims were caught by these hooks and were pulled up either dead or in the agony of death.  

One of these hooks got hold of Anas ibn Malik, the brother of al-Baraa. As soon as al-Baraa saw this, he leapt up the wall of the fortress and grabbed the chain which bore his brother and began undoing the hook from his body. His hand began to  burn but he did not let go before his brother was released.  

Baraa himself died during this battle. He had prayed to God to grant him martyrdom, and his wish was finally granted.
────══════•══════────

The Basic Principles of Islamic Social Life
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
Let us endeavor toward piety, righteousness, and obedience to Allah’s Commands.  Take heed of your choices in life and their consequences for the hereafter; think about the eventuality of death and departure into the hereafter. May Allah provide us with the spirit of piety and obedience to His Commands!

	Surah 2 (al-Baqarah), Ayah 143 reminds us: 
وَكَذَلِكَ جَعَلْنَاكُمْ أُمَّةً وَسَطًا لِّتَكُونُواْ شُهَدَاء عَلَى النَّاسِ وَيَكُونَ الرَّسُولُ عَلَيْكُمْ شَهِيدًا

	Thus, have We made of you an Ummah justly balanced, that ye might be witnesses over the nations, and the Messenger a witness over yourselves;


Let us ask what is the social framework in Islam.  The answer is that social framework in Islam is based on very high principles designed to provide security and spiritual richness, not only for the individual but for the society as well. 

In the above Ayah, the Quran asks of an Islamic society to be a model for all who want to lead a healthy and wholesome life.  Such a society should be a living testimony to its superb principles.  It shows the way of how to live a wholesome life, secure justice, and practice fair play.  That is why the Quran directs everybody to look for and tread the path of righteousness.  Surah 4 (al-Nisaa), Ayah 97 affirms: 
	إِنَّ الَّذِينَ تَوَفَّاهُمُ الْمَلآئِكَةُ ظَالِمِي أَنْفُسِهِمْ قَالُواْ فِيمَ كُنتُمْ قَالُواْ كُنَّا مُسْتَضْعَفِينَ فِي الأَرْضِ قَالْوَاْ أَلَمْ تَكُنْ أَرْضُ اللّهِ وَاسِعَةً فَتُهَاجِرُواْ فِيهَا فَأُوْلَـئِكَ مَأْوَاهُمْ جَهَنَّمُ وَسَاءتْ مَصِيرًا

	“Behold! When angels take the souls of the sinners they will ask: In what plight were you?  They answer: “Weak and Oppressed were we in the earth.”  [The angels] will say: “Wasn’t God’s earth spacious enough for you to move yourselves from evil?”  Such men will find their abode in hell, —What a wretched refuge! 


Man is reminded not to neglect his duty to improve his social environment, or be content with his being on the right way personally.  In other words, man is responsible in both domains.  That is why a Muslim, while holding his individual responsibility, he has a collective duty too.  Whatever he beseeches from Allah he seeks it for us, in the plural, “and not for me, in the singular.  Look at the supplication in our daily prayers: 
	إِيَّاكَ نَعْبُدُ وإِيَّاكَ نَسْتَعِينُ  اهدِنَــــا الصِّرَاطَ المُستَقِيمَ

	“You alone we worship and you alone we ask for help. 

Guide us to the straight path”. 


Also, consider the ritual blessing at the end of our Prayers: “Peace be upon us and upon the righteous subjects of God”. 
The doctrines of Islam are based on the importance of both: the individual and the society.  The stress laid by Islam on enjoining the goodly works on the one hand and on restraining evilness and malice on the other hand, are good examples.  Islam lays responsibility on every individual whatever his position may be.  In other words:

1. The Islamic society is an intentional and not an accidental society.  It has come by the will of its people on the basis of choice of a definite goal of life. 

2. The Islamic society is a society of systems and laws that pay heed both to the individual and to the social system, be it educational, political, or economic.

We know that only a wholesome and balanced body can continue to grow properly, and so is society.  Nowhere in the Quran or in the Traditions of Prophet Muhammad can we find any mention of superiority on account of color, class, origin or wealth.  On the contrary, there are many Quranic verses and Hadiths that remind mankind of principles that serve and enhance the social structure of the Islamic life.  Among them we are told that humanity represents one family, all springing from one father and mother, and all aspire to the same ultimate goal. 

The unity of mankind is conceived in the light of the common parentage of Adam and Eve. When we realize that all of us belong to Adam and Eve, and we are the creation of God, there is no room then for racial prejudice, or social injustice, or second-class citizenship.  Both in the Quran and the Traditions of Muhammad (pbuh) there is a constant reminder of this important fact, the unity of humanity by nature and origin. 

	This is to eliminate racial pride, claims to national or ethnic superiority, and to pave the way for genuine brotherhood.  Allah says in the Holy Quran in Surah 49 (al-Hujuraat), Ayah 13: 
يَا أَيُّهَا النَّاسُ إِنَّا خَلَقْنَاكُم مِّن ذَكَرٍ وَأُنثَى وَجَعَلْنَاكُمْ شُعُوبًا وَقَبَائِلَ لِتَعَارَفُوا إِنَّ أَكْرَمَكُمْ عِندَ اللَّهِ أَتْقَاكُمْ إِنَّ اللَّهَ عَلِيمٌ خَبِيرٌ

	Verily the most honored of you with Allah is the greatest of you in piety. 

God is all-knowing all-Aware.”


Humanity has not only the same origin but also the same ultimate goal.  According to Islam, humanity’s ultimate goal is God.  From God we come, for Him we live, and to Him we shall all return. 

	As described by the Quran, the sole purpose of creation is to worship God and serve His cause, meaning serving the cause of truth and justice, of love and mercy, of brotherhood and morality.  The Quran says in Surah 51 (al-Dhariyat), Ayah 56-58. 
وَمَا خَلَقْتُ الْجِنَّ وَالْإِنسَ إِلَّا لِيَعْبُدُونِ  مَا أُرِيدُ مِنْهُم مِّن رِّزْقٍ وَمَا أُرِيدُ أَن يُطْعِمُونِ  إِنَّ اللَّهَ هُوَ الرَّزَّاقُ ذُو الْقُوَّةِ الْمَتِينُ

	“And [tell them O’ Muhammad]: 

I have not created the Jin and mankind except to worship Me [Allah].  

No sustenance do I require of them, nor do I require that they should feed Me.  

For verily Allah Himself is the Provider  —Lord of Power—  Ever Steadfast.”


	The relations between the individual and society are based on the unity of origin and ultimate goal of humanity.  This forms the background of social life in Islam.  The structure of social life in Islam is very lofty, sound, and comprehensive.  Among these elements are a) sincere love for one’s fellow man, b) mercy for the young ones, c) respect for elders, d) providing comfort and consolation for the distressed, e) visiting the sick, f) relieving the grieved, g) genuine feelings of brotherhood and social solidarity; h) respect for the rights of others to life, property, and honor, and i) mutual responsibility between the individual and society. In the Quran one finds numerous Divine instructions on the theme like this in Surah 3 (Aali Imraan), Ayah 102-104: 
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ اتَّقُواْ اللّهَ حَقَّ تُقَاتِهِ وَلاَ تَمُوتُنَّ إِلاَّ وَأَنتُم مُّسْلِمُونَ   وَاعْتَصِمُواْ بِحَبْلِ اللّهِ جَمِيعًا وَلاَ تَفَرَّقُواْ وَاذْكُرُواْ نِعْمَتَ اللّهِ عَلَيْكُمْ إِذْ كُنتُمْ أَعْدَاء فَأَلَّفَ بَيْنَ قُلُوبِكُمْ فَأَصْبَحْتُم بِنِعْمَتِهِ إِخْوَانًا وَكُنتُمْ عَلَىَ شَفَا حُفْرَةٍ مِّنَ النَّارِ فَأَنقَذَكُم مِّنْهَا…

	“Oh you who believe! Pay heed to Allah with the degree due Him, 

and do not die but as Muslims.  

“Hold firmly to the Rope of Allah, altogether, and be not divided.”

“And remember Allah’s favor on you, when you were enemies but He joined your hearts together so by His Grace you became brethren, and you were on the brink of a pit of fire, then He saved you from it…”


	Surah 5 (al-Maa’ida), Ayah 1-2 says: 

يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ أَوْفُواْ بِالْعُقُودِ…
…وَتَعَاوَنُواْ عَلَى الْبرِّ وَالتَّقْوَى وَلاَ تَعَاوَنُواْ عَلَى الإِثْمِ وَالْعُدْوَانِ وَاتَّقُواْ اللّهَ إِنَّ اللّهَ شَدِيدُ الْعِقَابِ

	“O you who believe! Fulfill your obligations……

… and help one another in righteousness and piety, 

but help ye not one another in sin and rancor.  Heed Allah, for Allah is strict in punishment”


For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.

Because of the occasion, let us discuss the life of Imam Muhammad Al-Baaqir (a.s.).  Like the other Ma’soomeen, the character of Imam Al-Baaqir is a model and pattern for us.  He was the fifth Imam, born on the first of Rajab, 57th Hijrah, in the city of Medina.  He was present at the event of Karbala when he was four years old.  After his father passed away, and through the Divine command, and the decree of the Imams before him, he became the 5th Imam.  Al-Baaqir died in the year 114, after many years of Imamah.  According to some Shi’a traditions Al-Baaqir died by poisoning by Ibrahim Ibn Walid Ibn Abdullah, the nephew of Hisham, the Umayya Khalifa. 

During the Imamah of Al-Baaqir (a.s.) many revolts and wars broke out against the corrupt and oppressive rule of Benu Umayya.  The wars broke out in many corners of the Islamic world.  Moreover, there were disputes within the Umayya ruling dynasty itself, which kept the Khilaafah busy with its major problems; thus they left the members of Ahlul Bayt (the Household of the Prophet) alone or with little interference.  At the same time, the tragedy of Karbala and the ill treatment suffered by Ahlul Bayt (the family of the Prophet) at the hands of the Umayya government had attracted many Muslims to the Imams. (Usool al-Kaafi, Kulayni, Vol. 1, Page 469.) 

Because of these factors, it became relatively easier for the people to go in large numbers to Medina to study at the hands of Imam al-Baaqir.  They came from many areas, traveling hundreds of miles, to be in Medina to learn the Islamic sciences at the hands of their beloved al-Baaqir.  Thus, possibilities for disseminating the Truths about Islam, and the sciences of the Household of the Prophet, became possible.  Up to this time, this was not easily possible.

 
By now innumerable sayings and teachings of al-Baaqir came forth, and a large number of illustrious men of science (scholars) were tutored and trained by him, eventually reaching the number of 300 scholars.

There is no doubt that the rights are not something to be given. They have to be taken.  Every Muslim must take care of his own defense.  Self-defense is not only their right but also one of the most basic duties of every Muslim, man and women, the young and the old, imposed upon him or her by the Shari’ah.  Self-defense is so emphasized and glorified by Islam that one who dies defending his life, property or honor is considered a martyr. 

The Prophet (pbuh) has said: (Kanz al-Ummal, Vol. 4, Page 420, Hadith 11236.) 
من قا تل دون نفسه حتی یقتل فهو شهید   ومن قتل دون ماله فهو شهید   ومن قاتل دون اهله حتی یقتل فهو شهید   ومن قتل فی جنب الله فهو شهید
 “Whoever fights in self-defense until he is killed is a martyr.

Whoever is killed defending his property is a martyr.

Whoever fights in the defense of his family until he is killed is a martyr.

And whoever is killed for the sake of seeking nearness to God is a martyr”.

	Death is inevitable, but the best form of death is death of the martyr, (which is not death at all).  Hence the Quran commands Muslims not to call those who have died a death of martyrdom as dead.  Surah 2 (al-Baqarah), Ayah 154 says: 
وَلاَ تَقُولُواْ لِمَنْ يُقْتَلُ فِي سَبيلِ اللّهِ أَمْوَاتٌ بَلْ أَحْيَاء وَلَكِن لاَّ تَشْعُرُونَ

	And call not those who are slain in the way of Allah as “dead” Nay, they are living, 

though you perceive not.


Muslims, who are assaulted and killed because they are followers of Islam and take pride in being Muslims, are regarded as martyrs.  Martyrdom is the highest virtue and the highest good that a faithful man may hope to attain.  The noble Prophet (pbuh) has said: (Wasa’il al-Shi’a, Vol. 10, Hadith 21.) 
فوق کلّ ذی برٍ برّ حتی یقتل فی سبیل الله    فاذا قتل فی سبیل الله فلیس فوقه بر
 “ For every virtue agreeable to God there is a virtue that is higher to it. 

But there is no piety or virtue higher than being killed in the way of God.” 

The enemies of both Islam and Muslims imagine that by assaulting Muslims and shedding their blood, they will demoralize the Muslims and weaken their spirit.  Little do they know that a Muslim is one for whom it is the greatest reward to be killed by the enemies of God.  Hence we read in one of the prayers of Al-Imam Al-Sajjad (a.s.): (Al-Saheefa al-Sajjadiya, Imam Zainul Abideen, Du'aa No. 1.)
ثمّ له الحمد  مکان کل نعمة له علینا  وعلی جمیع عباد الماضین والباقین   عدد ما احاط به علمه من جمیع الاشیاء   ومکان کل واحدة منها عددها أضعافاً مضاعفة   أبداً سرمداً إلی یوم القیامة، حمداً نسعد به فی السعداء من أولیائه   ونصیر به فی نظم الشهداء بسیوف أعدائه   إنّه ولیّ حمید. 
“… We praise God with the highest degree, to reach the felicity of His Awliya’ [Devotees]

and be in the ranks of the martyrs killed by His enemies.

Verily, God is the most praiseworthy Lord”.

Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba.

((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20

A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet (pbuh) Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:

To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.

8. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
9. Du’aas categorized and translated
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reach 3,000 to 3,500 for each month, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 14,419 as of 3-1-10.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.

QUESTIONS ABOUT AL-KHULAFAA AL-RASHIDOON
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	B
	|
	21.
	D

	2.
	C
	|
	22.
	D

	3.
	A
	|
	23.
	D

	4.
	C
	|
	24.
	B

	5.
	B
	|
	25.
	D

	6.
	D
	|
	26.
	D

	7.
	D
	|
	27.
	B

	8.
	C
	|
	28.
	C

	9.
	C
	|
	29.
	D

	10.
	A
	|
	30.
	A

	11.
	B
	|
	31.
	D

	12.
	A
	|
	32.
	D

	13
	C
	|
	33.
	D

	14.
	A
	|
	34.
	D

	15.
	D
	|
	35.
	B

	16.
	C
	|
	36.
	A

	17.
	D
	|
	37.
	B

	18.
	C
	|
	38.
	D

	19.
	B
	|
	39.
	D

	20.
	D
	|
	40.
	D


 ((((((((((·((((((((((
IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.

((((((((((·((((((((((

IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS ABOUT AL-KHULAFAA AL-RASHIDOON 
1 Who was by the Prophet (pbuh) when he died?

a Abu Bakr (r) + Uthman (r).

b Ali (a.s.).

c Omar (r) + Abu Bakr (r).

d Ibn Auf + Ibn Abbas.
2 A very important meeting took place after the Prophet's death, where was it held at?

a In Medina at the Grand Mosque.

b Near Muhammad's house, to deal with who will rule.

c Outside Medina, to see who would be the Khalifa.

d In Mecca, at Abu Sufyan's house.
3 What kind of past did Abu Bakr (r) have?

a Intimate friend of Muhammad (pbuh) + b and c.

b High caliber Companion, clean and good.

c Highly respected.

d The future Khalifa to be.
4 Musailema the liar was at the head of a large force.  Why did he rebel?

a Loved leadership.

b Thought he was so smart.

c Wanted to form a new religion.

d All the above.
5 Did Arabia become safe after Musailema was killed?

a Yes, quite safe.

b No, still danger by the Persians and Romans.

c No, the danger was within.

d No, the danger was by the Meccans.
6 How was the feeling of Fatima (a.s.) after the death of her father, Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)?

a Extremely sad and upset.

b In agony for his loss.

c Devastating feeling, almost indescribable.

d All the above.
7 Who was Hormuz?

a King of the Persians in the chains battle.

b Persian military leader defeating Khalid at the chains battle.

c Persian governor, lost his life by Khalid.

d c + during the battle of the chains.
8 Describe the battle of the chains.

a Muslims were outnumbered by about 20 to 1.

b Persians chained many of their soldiers.

c Above + Muslims had brilliant success.

d Above but outnumbered 3 to one.
9 What was Ali (a.s.) doing all during Abu Bakr (r)'s reign?

a Participated in the battles.

b Advised the Khalifa.

c Religious work of great significance.

d Plan the war.
10 What did the four Muslim generals decide to do when Khalid Ibnil Waleed was with them at Yarmuk?

a Give him the leadership right away.

b Divide the leadership among themselves.

c Reject him after fighting him incessantly.

d Advice him in his planning of the strategy.
11 The genius of Khalid Ibnil Waleed became well known.  Why do you think the new Khalifa Omar (r) asked him to step aside?

a Wanted to give a chance to other Muslim leaders.

b Khalid was beginning to be hero-worshipped.

c Did not like him.

d Had a disagreements with him.
12 Was Omar (r) elected as a Khalifa?

a No, not through Shoora.

b Yes by overwhelming majority.

c Yes by Shoora.

d Yes through majority pledges.
13 What kind of management did Khalifa Omar (r) have during his reign?

a Very firm, ruled with iron fist.

b Islamicly firm.

c b + disciplinarian.

d Often used the stick.
14 Why did Khalifa Omar (r) want a different leader at Yarmuk than Khalid Ibnil Waleed?

a Khalid was almost hero-worshipped by the masses.

b Khalid was too tough on the enemy.

c Hated Khalid.

d Loved Abu Ubaida.
15 Describe the surrender of Jerusalem.

a Omar (r) dressed up plainly, surrounded by the Generals.

b Priests came in procession with hymns, in celebration.

c People shouting, welcoming with cheers and Allaahu Akbar.

d a + Omar (r) negotiated terms of surrender.
16 How did the Christians feel when they saw Omar (r) coming?

a Excited but very scared if not apprehensive.

b Utter disbelief, because of his plain appearance.

c b + no pompous ceremony.

d Welcoming with wide-open arms.
17 What kind of person was Khalifa Omar (r)?

a Strong willed, strict even with himself.

b Loving to his family.

c Caring about the welfare of Islam.

d A good administrator + all above.
18 What happened to the flow of money coming from the new Islamic territories?

a The Khalifa used it for himself and where he saw fit.

b Distributed well, to Muhaajirs and Ansaars, according to their level of nobility.

c b above + to others according to their needs.

d Only to the poor, + general industrialization.
19 What means did Islam spread during Omar's time?

a Often, mouth to mouth teaching.

b Mosque being the focus + a + c + d.

c Lectures and Friday prayers + d.

d By example + c + a.
20 How did Khalifa Omar (r) die?

a Severe protracted sickness.

b In battle at Qadisiya + c below.

c Killed by a disbeliever.

d c + by a knife that opened his abdomen.
21 What did Imam Ali (a.s.) do during Omar's reign?

a Being the encyclopedia of Islam, scholars came to him to solve their problems + b.

b Helped Omar (r) in his administration, through the council of advisors or otherwise.

c Concentrated on teaching Islam to the numerous scholars be it in the mosque of the Prophet (pbuh) or otherwise.

d Above + works on Fiqh.
22 Ali and Uthman were the two considered for Khilaafah, why was Uthman chosen?

a Both pledged to follow the Holy Quran and Sunnah.

b a + Uthman (r) pledged to follow the way of Abu Bakr (r) and Omar (r).

c a + Ali (a.s.) pledged to follow the way he understood Islam in all its applications, Shari'ah and Fiqh.

d All above.
23 Who was from Benu Umayya of importance in Uthman's days?

a Abu Sufyan, leader of Quraish against the Muslims during Prophet Muhammad's (pbuh) time, during Ohod battle, Ditch affair, etc. 

b Mu'awiya, the son of Abu Sufyan, co-planner with his father before becoming Muslim, also the governor of Syria.

c Marwan whose family was exiled by the Prophet (pbuh) to Ta’if.

d All the above and many more.
24 The Islamic momentum started by Muhammad (pbuh) lost its steam a number of years after the Prophet (pbuh).  During which Khilaafah did that happen?

a During Omar's Khilaafah.

b During Uthman's Khilaafah.

c During Abu Bakr's Khilaafah.

d During Ali's Khilaafah.
25 What were the reasons for losing the momentum of Muslim expansion during the Khilaafah of Uthman (r)?

a Mellow leadership, not as dynamic as it used to be before.

b The expansion spent itself, grew old + a.

c Not as competent administration as it should have been.

d Favoritism, mainly to family members, more interested in personal luxury life + a and c.
26 How did the new governors of the Umayya clan rule their territories during the Khilaafah of Uthman (r)?

a Loose way from Islamic point of view.

b Took advantage of their position to live extravagantly and luxuriously.

c Incompetent rulers, ignoring the rights of the people and their demands.

d Above + appointed their own relatives and sympathizers to important posts.
27 What was the general feeling about Uthman's rule?

a Unhappy if not alarming.

b Severe enough to lead to rebellion.

c Enthusiastic with full support.

d Most supportive, if not fanatic.
28 Was Ali (a.s.) active participant in Uthman’s Khilaafah?

a Yes all the way through.

b Yes at first, to some extent.

c b + hardly at all in the last years.

d No, not at all.
29 What was the people's feeling in the last few years of Uthman's rule?

a Alarmingly unhappy.

b Supportive and enthusiastic.

c Subdued, non-caring + a.

d a + Demanding change for the better.
30 What is the most important contribution Uthman (r) did to Islam?

a Collecting the Holy Quran.

b The Islamic navy.

c Appointing his relatives to high posts.

d The battle in north Africa.
31 How were the circumstances in which Ali (a.s.) was elected to be a Khalifa?

a Turbulent.

b Uthman (r) was just killed, a Khalifa was needed right away to take Uthman's place.

c Strong, sturdy and unifying Khalifa was needed immediately + b above.

d All the above.
32 What kind of past did Ali (a.s.) have?

a Glorious, unblemished, in support of Islam.

b Strict Islamicly, superb in every aspect, thoughts, ideas, manners, etc.

c The closest man to Muhammad (pbuh), being his cousin, living in his house since childhood, and marrying his beloved daughter, Fatima (a.s.).

d All the above.
33 What kind of man was Ali (a.s.)?

a Of overtowering, overpowering personality.

b First rate Muslim in every aspect.

c A Muslim superstar.

d All the above.
34 How was Ali (a.s.) elected?

a During the turmoil following Uthman (r)'s, the notable people gave their allegiance to him + b.

b He was three times urged to take the Khilaafah.

c General election through voting + b.

d A and b above.
35 Did Ali (a.s.) try to prevent a war by negotiating with the camp of A'isha, Talha and others?

a Yes, and he succeeded without trouble.

b Yes he did but without success.

c No, he did not.

d He did half-heartedly.
36 Why did Ali (a.s.) move to Kufa to make it the capital of the Islamic nation rather than Medina?

a Geographically it is a better center of the Islamic world.

b Kufa was a famous old city.

c b + known for its science and research.

d All the above.
37 Was it right for Mu'awiya to defy Imam Ali (a.s.)?

a Yes, he was entitled to his views.

b No, it was not right at all.

c Perhaps, even though he was known to be cunning.

d Yes, even though his reason and stand were selfish.
38 What kind of dirty politics was Mu'awiya using?

a Fighting the authentic Khalifa, Imam Ali (a.s.).

b Used Islam to help himself and his personal ambitions.

c Used the holy Quran to trick Ali's forces in Siffin.

d Vicious propaganda against Ali (a.s.) + all above.
39 How was Imam Ali's rule as a Khalifa?

a Extremely fair, very just and very religious.

b A true genuine Islamic government.

c Magnificent with many first.

d All the above.
40 Ali had a towering personality.  How is that?

a Being so complete and powerful, people were jealous.

b Islamic accomplishments truly vast, none could match.

c Some weak and conniving people resented his greatness.

d All the above.

((((((((((·((((((((((

WORLD ISLAMIC MISSION INC.

2010 United Way—C.F.C.  Donations

Please Designate Your CFC Gift to

X # : 8864: Islamic Service Mission, Inc.

Islamic Service Mission, Inc., Box 4543, Silver Spring, MD 20904, (Federal Tax Exemption ID # 52 1677456) is working for Human Health and Welfare by helping to feed, clothe and educate the most needy and to uplift the morals locally, nationally and internationally, regardless of Creed, Color, Race, national Origin or Ethnic backgrounds as commanded by God (Allah) in the Great Quran.  It has no Management or Overhead Expense (0.5%).  All money received are spent for the most needy.  Phone: (301)625 3051, Fax:(301)622 4744.  Website: www.geocities.com/islamicservicemission/ism.htm
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