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إِنَّ الدِّينَ عِندَ اللّهِ الإِسْلاَمُ وَمَا اخْتَلَفَ الَّذِينَ أُوْتُواْ الْكِتَابَ إِلاَّ مِن بَعْدِ مَا جَاءهُمُ الْعِلْمُ بَغْيًا بَيْنَهُمْ وَمَن يَكْفُرْ بِآيَاتِ اللّهِ فَإِنَّ اللّهِ سَرِيعُ الْحِسَابِ
The Religion before Allah is Islam (submission to His Will): Nor did the People of the Book dissent therefrom except through envy of each other, after knowledge had come to them. But if any deny the Signs of Allah, Allah is swift in calling to account.
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	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH

One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.



	AL-`ADL  العدل
Allah is the absolute justice. Justice is the opposite of tyranny. Tyranny causes pain, destruction, and disturbance. Justice secures peace, balance, order and harmony. Allah the Just is the enemy of tyrants; He despises those who support tyrants and their friends, sympathizers and acquaintances. In Islam, tyranny in any form or shape is unlawful. To be just is an honor and a distinction befitting a Muslim.

These opposites (justice and tyranny) have wide implications more important than their simple moral and social conse​quences. They are equated with harmony versus dishar​mony, order versus chaos, right against wrong. If in expres​sion of his generosity someone gave money to the rich, swords to scholars and books to soldiers, he would, at one level, be considered a tyrant-for swords befit soldiers, books, scholars, and the poor need the money. Yet if Allah did the same His act would be justice-for He sees all, the before and the after, the inner and the outer. He is All​-Knowing, the Beneficent, the Merciful, the Absolute Justice. He creates some beautiful and others ugly, some strong and others weak; then He renders the beautiful, ugly and the strong, weak; the rich, poor; the wise, dumb; the healthy, sick. All is just. All is right.

It seems to some unjust that there are those who are lame, blind, deaf, starving, insane, and that the young die.

Allah is the creator of the beautiful and of the ugly, the good as well as the bad. In this are mysteries difficult to understand. Yet we understand at least that one often needs to know the opposite of a thing in order to understand it. The one who has not experienced sadness cannot know happiness. If there were no ugliness we would be blind to beauty. Both good and bad are necessary. Allah shows one with the other, the right against the wrong, and shows us the consequences of each. He shows the rewards versus the  punishments; then He leaves us free to use our own judg​ment. Each according to his lot may find salvation in misery and sickness, or damnation in riches. Allah knows what is best for His creation. Only Allah knows our destinies. The realization of destinies is His justice.

Out of respect for the beautiful name of Allah, al-Adl, we must learn to exercise (shukr, tawakkul, and ridha) thankfulness, trust in God, and acceptance. We must be thankful for the good, and accept, without personal judg​ment or complaint, whatever falls to our lot that does not seem to be good. In so doing, perhaps the mystery of Allah's justice will be revealed to you, and you will be happy with both the joy and the pain coming from the Beloved.

Abdul Adl is the deputy of Allah in the manifestation of His justice. Divine justice is not equality as man imagines it to be. He gives the rights in right measure to the ones who have the right.


	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	(The person who would not bear to humble himself for a moment in order to learn something will forever stay in the disgrace of ignorance.

(The one who does not see Allah's blessings except in what he eats, drinks and wears, has surely fallen short of his duty and is near to Allah's chastisement.

	SAYINGS OF IMAM AL-HASAN, the 2nd Imam

	(Opportunity is something which is quick to vanish and late to return. 

(Associate with and treat the people in ways as you like to get associated with and treated by them.
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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 7,880 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 36 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.

((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
النعيم بن عمرو
الصحابي الجليل
Al-Nuayman ibn Amr
(The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 
In spite of the fact that he fought in the battles of Badr, Ohod, Khandaq and other major encounters, an-Nuayman remained  a light-hearted person who was quick at repartee and who loved to play practical jokes on others.  
He belonged to the Banu an-Najjar of Medina and he was among the early Muslims of the city. He was one of those who pledged allegiance to the Prophet at the Second Pledge of Aqaba. He established links with the Quraish when he married  the sister of Abdul Rahman ibn Awl and later Umm Kulthoom the daughter of Uqbah ibn Mu'ayt. She had obtained a divorce  from her husband al-Zubair on account of his harshness and severity.  

Unfortunately for a time Al-Nuayman  became addicted to alcohol. He was caught drinking and the Prophet had him flogged.  He was caught a second time and then he had him flogged again. Because he still did not give up the habit, the Prophet  ordered that he be flogged with shoes. When all this did not persuade him to stop drinking, the Prophet finally said: "If he  goes back (to drinking) then rid of him." 
This was a severe Pronouncement and Umayr, one of the companions of the Prophet, understood from it that should he  return to the drinking of alcohol, Al-Nuayman  would go outside the pale of Islam and deserve death. Umayr gave vent to his  anger and disgust by saying: "La 'nat Allah alayhi - may the curse of God be on him."  

The Prophet retorted right away: "No, no, don't do such a thing. Indeed he loves God and His Apostle. The  major sin as this one does not put one outside the community, and the mercy of God is close to the believers."  

While being firm, the Prophet still held out hope for Al-Nuayman's reform especially on account of his past sacrifices as a  veteran of Badr. Because he was not someone who went out of his way to conceal his actions, it was easier for him to  acknowledge his crimes and repent and seek forgiveness from God. This he did and he won the favor of the Prophet and his  companions who enjoyed his pleasantries and his infectious laughter.  

Once Al-Nuayman  went to the suq and saw some food being sold which appeared to be tasty and delightful. He ordered  some and sent it to the Prophet as if it were a gift from him. The Prophet was delighted with the food and he and his family ate of it. The vendor of the food then came to Al-Nuayman  to collect the price of it and Al-Nuayman  said to him: "Go to the  Messenger of God it was for him. He and his family ate it."  

The vendor went to the Prophet who in turn asked Al-Nuayman : "Didn't you give it to me?" "Yes," said Al-Nuayman . "I  thought you would like it and I wanted you to eat some of it so I had it presented to you. But I don't have any money to  pay the vendor for it. So, pay, O Messenger of God!"  

The Prophet had a good laugh and so did his companions. The laugh was at his expense, literally, for he had to pay the price  of the unsolicited gift. Al-Nuayman felt that two benefits came out of the incident: the Prophet and his family ate food they enjoyed and the Muslims had a good laugh.  

Once Abu Bakr and some companions went on a trading expedition to Busra. Various people on the trip were given fixed  duties. Suwaybit ibn Harmalah was made responsible for food and provisions. Al-Nuayman  was one of the group and on the  way he became hungry and asked Suwaybit for some food. Suwaybit refused and Al-Nuayman  said to him:  

"Do you know what I would yet do with you?" and went on to warn and threaten him but still Suwaybit refused. Al-Nuayman then went to a group of Arabs in the suq and said to them: "Would you like to have a strong and sturdy slave whom I can  sell to you." They said yes and Al-Nuayman  went on: "He has got a ready tongue and is very articulate. He would resist you and say: 'I am free.' But don't listen  to him"  

The men paid the price of the slave - ten pieces of gold and Al-Nuayman accepted it and appeared to complete the  transaction with business-like efficiency. The buyers accompanied him to fetch theft purchase. Pointing to Suwaybit, he said:  "This is the slave whom I sold to you."  

The men took hold of Suwaybit and he shouted for dear life and freedom. "I am free. I am Suwaybit ibn Harmalah..."  

But they paid no attention to him and dragged him off by the neck as they would have done with any slave.  

All the while, Al-Nuayman did not laugh or batter an eyelid. He remained completely calm and serious while Suwaybit continued to protest bitterly. Suwaybit's fellow travellers, realizing what was happening, rushed to fetch Abu Bakr, the leader of the caravan, who came running as fast as he could. He explained to the purchasers what had happened and so they released Suwaybit and had their money returned. Abu Bakr then laughed heartily and so did Suwaybit and Al-Nuayman.  Back in Medina, when the episode was recounted to the Prophet and his companions, they all laughed even more.  

A man once came to the Prophet on a delegation and tethered his camel at the door of the Masjid. The Sahaaba noticed that  the camel had a large fat hump and their appetite for was stimulated. They turned to Nuayman and asked: "Would you deal with this camel?"  

Al-Nuayman understood what they meant. He got up and slaughtered the camel. The nomad Arab came out and realized what had happened when he saw people grilling, sharing out and eating meat. He shouted in distress: "Waa 'aqraah! Waa  Naqataah! (O my camel!)"  

The Prophet heard the commotion and came out. He learned from the Sahaaba what had happened and began searching for Al-Nuayman but did not find him. Afraid of being blamed and punished, Al-Nuayman had fled. The Prophet then followed his footprints. These led to a garden belonging to Danbaah the daughter of al-Zubair, a cousin of the Prophet. He asked the companions where Al-Nuayman was. Pointing to a nearby ditch, they said loudly so as not to alert Al-Nuayman: "We  haven't found him, O Messenger of God." Al-Nuayman  was found in the ditch covered with palm leaves and  emerged with dirt on his head, beard and face. He stood in the presence of the Prophet who took him by the head and dusted the dirt from his face while he chuckled with laughter. The companions joined in the mirth. The Prophet paid the price of the camel to its owner and they all joined in the feast.  

The Prophet obviously regarded Al-Nuayman's pranks for what they were light-hearted sallies that were meant to create some relief and laughter. The religion of Islam does not require people to disdain seemly laughter and levity and remain perpetually gloomy. An appropriate sense of humor is often a saving grace.  

Al-Nuayman lived on after the Prophet and continued to enjoy the affection of Muslims. But did he put an end to his  laughter? During the caliphate of Uthman, a group of Sahaaba were sitting in the Masjid. They saw Makhramah ibn Nawfal,  an old man who was about one hundred and fifteen years old and obviously rather senile. He was related to the sister of  Abdur-Rahman ibn Awl, who was a wife of Al-Nuayman .  

Makhramah was blind. He was so weak that he could hardly move from his place in the Masjid. He got up to urinate and  might have done so in the Masjid. But the companions shouted at him to prevent him from doing so.. Al-Nuayman  got up and went to take him to another place, as he was instructed. What is this other place that Al-Nuayman took him to? In fact he took him only a short distance away from where he was sitting at first and sat him down.  

The place was still in the Masjid!  

People shouted at Makhramah and made him get up again all in a frenzy. The poor old man was distressed and said: "Who has done this?" "Al-Nuayman ibn Amr," he was told.  

The old man swore and announced that he would bash Al-Nuayman on the head with his stick if he should meet him.  

Al-Nuayman left and returned. He was up to some prank of his again. He saw Uthman ibn Allan, the Amir al-Muminim,  performing Salat in the Masjid. Uthman was never distracted when he stood for Prayer. Al-Nuayman  also saw Makhramah.  He went up to him and in a changed voice said: "Do you want to get at Al-Nuayman?"  

The old man remembered what Al-Nuayman  had done. He remembered his vow and shouted: "Yes, where is he?"  Al-Nuayman took him by the hand and led him to the place where Khalifa Uthman stood and said to him: "Here he is!"  

The old man raised his staff and bashed the head of Uthman. Blood flowed and the people shouted: "It's the Amir al-Mu’minin!"  

They dragged Makhramah away and some people set out to get Al-Nuayman  but Uthman restrained them 

and asked them to leave him alone. In spite of the blows he had suffered, he was still able to laugh at the deeds of Al-Nuayman .  

Al-Nuayman lived up to the time of Mu’awiya when 

sedition (fitnah) saddened him and discord filled him with anguish. He lost his levity and laughed no more.
  ────══════•══════────


Islam’s Attitude towards Violence
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
Let us all practice Taq’wa (piety and righteousness), and be in reverence to Allah and obey His divine commands.  Let us be heedful of our choices in this life and their likely consequences in the hereafter.  Be aware of our final destination, our eventuality and departure into the everlasting life.  

We ask Allah to protect us from evilness and falsehood and help us lay a foundation with moral values according to the rules of our Lord.  We know all God’s Messengers have gone through much hardship in their quest to elevate humanity to a higher standard of morality.

The Holy Quran says in Surah 5 (al-Maa’ida), Ayah 3: 

	…الْيَوْمَ أَكْمَلْتُ لَكُمْ دِينَكُمْ وَأَتْمَمْتُ عَلَيْكُمْ نِعْمَتِي وَرَضِيتُ لَكُمُ الإِسْلاَمَ دِينًا…

	“…Today have I perfected your religion for you, 

and have completed my favor unto you, 

and have chosen for you Islam [as your] Religion  …”


For centuries mankind has confronted problems, which have challenged some tenets of religion.  These problems have in some cases destroyed much of the civilization created by religion. 


Numerous Muslims, especially the young, journey to the West in quest of modern education.  Many others confront the challenge of the modern world within the geographic confines of the Islamic world itself.  Many are alienated from Islam, while others react mostly with emotional outbursts and occasional violence. 

They asks questions, and legitimately so.  We want to know what is our responsibility? What can we do? Or what must we do?

Islam is a religion based on surrender or giving in (Tasleem) to the Will of God.  Islam gains peace (salaam) by virtue of the surrender or (Tasleem) itself.  Islam is no more than living according to the Will of Allah (God) in order to gain peace in this world and felicity in the world to come (the hereafter). 


Islam does not regard religion as part of life; it regards it as the whole of it.  In fact, Al-Islam or Al-Din as Islam sees itself, is life itself and it incorporates all what we do, what we make, what we think and what we feel, and it addresses the question of where we come from and where we are going as well.  

From another point of view, Islam is the final religion.  Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was the seal of Prophets (Khatam Al-Anbiya). The fourteen centuries after the Prophet have proven the validity of Islam’s claim: that Islam is the final heavenly religion.  Since the death of the Prophet (pbuh), no heavenly religion, of the caliber of Judaism, Christianity, and the like has appeared. 

By expressing the doctrine of unity (Tawhid) in the most complete, total, and perfect manner, and by applying the doctrine of unity to all facets of human life, Islam is, in a real sense, the very perfection of the Message of Unity.  That is why in the last verse of the Quran it says in Surah 5 (al-Maa’ida), Ayah 3: 
	…الْيَوْمَ أَكْمَلْتُ لَكُمْ دِينَكُمْ وَأَتْمَمْتُ عَلَيْكُمْ نِعْمَتِي وَرَضِيتُ لَكُمُ الإِسْلاَمَ دِينًا…

	“…Today have I perfected your religion for you, 

and have completed my favor unto you, 

and have chosen for you Islam [as your] Religion  …”


The Tawhid (Unity) concept in Islam is extremely important; it is important to understand the modern world from the Islamic point of view.  We must gain a deep enough knowledge of the modern world to be able to perceive Islam not only in the light of the challenges of the world, but also to succeed in providing the necessary Islamic response to the problems posed by current ideologies. 


What is needed, therefore, is first the reassertion of the eternal truths of Islam.  This is as revealed in the Holy Quran and explained in the Hadith and Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), and commented upon by centuries of Muslim scholars and thinkers. We have a Hadith from the Prophet (pbuh) that says: (Usool Al-Kaafi, Vol. 2, Page 599.)

اذا التبست علیکم الفتن کقطع اللیل المظلم فعلیکم بالقران
 “When confronted with confusing [malicious] tribulations 

refer to the Quran for an answer”

Such a presentation requires a contemporary language which can be understood by the great majority of Muslims who have not experienced the traditional education and are therefore, not familiar with the intellectual language of the classical Islamic texts. 

Moreover, the guide for the Muslim to the modern world must be based on a thorough and in depth knowledge of the Western religions, the intellectual tradition, and the modern West. 

We quote Imam Al-Saadiq saying: (Usool Al-Kaafi, Vol. 1, Page 26 and 27.)
العالم بزمانه لا تهجم علیه اللوابس
 “One who is aware of the [social problems of his] times 

is less likely to be burdened by doubts or commit errors”.

Both Islam and the West must be understood in their cores.  In the past the West has produced many orientalists who have studied Islam from their own point of view. 

The most important step, which must be taken in Islamic studies, is to study this field within the framework of religion.  Unfortunately in most institutions of learning in the West, Islam is studied as history, language, culture, a political system and the like, but not as a religion. 

The heart of Islamic studies must be moved from all these disciplines and placed in religion departments.  In this situation the religious significance of all things Islamic can be brought outside the Islamic world. 

Islam has many rich teachings in the process of life.  Muslims in the west need to have centers and organizations dedicated to delivering the Islamic perspectives on issue of concern to mankind. Such Islamic perspectives as “Justice and Grace”, “Security and Stability”, “Excellence and Prosperity”, “Guidance and Development”, “Knowledge and Piety”, “Freedom and Peace”, “Compassion and Faith” are but important examples needing research, and write-ups. 

In identifying these aims and objectives, we must draw from the best guide and leader, namely the Holy Quran and the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and his family Ahlul Bayt.  This should be without any preferences to any specific group or sect. 

We ask Allah to help us in this sacred goal and grant us salvation in this world and in the hereafter. 

For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du'aa.

Let us deal with the subject of violence in the second part of the Khutba.  Violence is a phenomenon that has spread among societies in general, on a wide scale, and has afflicted humanity since its inception. 

The Prophets came to replace violence with human brotherhood, peace, justice, freedom, humanity and to pay attention to human rights.  The Prophets also came to save mankind from the darkness of ignorance, by instilling belief in people’s hearts, through their heavenly teachings.  The Holy Quran says in Surah 7 (al-A’raaf), Ayah 157: 

	وَيَضَعُ عَنْهُمْ إِصْرَهُمْ وَالأَغْلاَلَ الَّتِي كَانَتْ عَلَيْهِمْ فَالَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ بِهِ وَعَزَّرُوهُ وَنَصَرُوهُ وَاتَّبَعُواْ النُّورَ الَّذِيَ أُنزِلَ مَعَهُ أُوْلَـئِكَ هُمُ الْمُفْلِحُونَ

	“... [Muhammad] will lift from them their burdens and the shackles upon them…”


This is said because religion has a great impact on the conduct of man, his way of thinking, and on his heart.  This impact manifests itself in the religious daily life. 

Islam, as other religions, rejects all forms of violence, it rejects oppression and tyranny, and it rejects cruelty and injustice, among other things.  The Islamic faith built its call on peace and peace making.  Islam is based upon surrender (Tasleem) to the will of Allah.  The Arabic word for peace is Salam, and the word Islam is derived from the same root.  Islam also means gaining peace (salaam), and submission (silm). 

Allah says in Surah 2 (al-Baqarah), Ayah 208 

	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ ادْخُلُواْ فِي السِّلْمِ كَآفَّةً وَلاَ تَتَّبِعُواْ خُطُوَاتِ الشَّيْطَانِ إِنَّهُ لَكُمْ عَدُوٌّ مُّبِينٌ

	“O you who believe: Enter you one and all into submission wholly

and do not follow the footsteps of Satan; surely he is to you an open enemy”.


This verse, together with the one that follows it, guides us toward the way to preserve religious unity in human society.  For obtaining this goal we must enter into total submission and limit ourselves to the word spoken by Allah.

· There is a strong relation between Unity (Tawhid) and Peace (Salam).  Peace is one of God’s names. The concluding words of the daily prayers of every Muslim are words of Peace. 

· The greeting of the Muslims when they return to God is peace. 

· The daily salutations among the Muslims are expressions of peace. 

· The adjective Muslim means, in a sense, (peaceful) and 

· Heaven in Islam is the abode of peace. 


It is well known about the Messenger of Allah and the honorable members of his household had fully implemented this principle.  They all stressed justice, peace, and integrity in their teachings and behavior.  For example, when Imam Ali (a.s.) dispatched Malik ibn al-Ashtar as his Waali (provincial governor) over Egypt, he wrote him a covenant, which clearly reflects the Imam’s attitude towards significant issues relevant to the way a Muslim Waali, treats his subjects even if they are non-Muslims, for the Imam (a.s.) said: (Nahjul Balaaghah, Letters of Imam Ali, #9 and 53.) 
فانهم صنفان:  إمّا اخ لک فی الدین او نظیر لک فی الخلق
“They [the subjects of the Ruler] are of two kinds:

either a brother-in-faith, or an equal in creation”.

A difference in view, creed, race, color, religion, or trend must not cause harm or application of violence against others’ rights.  Allah, the great creator, granted mankind the freedom in their choice, making togetherness and agreement between them the language of communication, not the language of violence. 

Islam, as a religion, a cosmic system, and a life program, takes a stand against violence, terrorism, aggression and oppression.  There is no difference between Muslim and non-Muslim, Arab and non-Arab, black and white. These are not acceptable in every era and every country or place.  

Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du'aa to close the Khutba.
((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20

A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet (pbuh) Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:

To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.

8. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
9. Du’aas categorized and translated
10. Bulletins of Affiliation
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reach 3,000 to 3,500 for each month, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 15,409 as of 5-1-10.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
CORRECTION And An APOLOGY

In the last issue of the Bulletin, Vol. 29, No. 2 a mistake took place.  The Correct answer to question #1 was B and not A.  Please correct it in the heading under: 

ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

We apologize. 
((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.

QUESTIONS ABOUT MUHAMMAD , Vol. 1
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IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.
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IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS ABOUT MUHAMMAD , Vol. 1
1 How old was Abdul Mut'talib when he took care of Muhammad (pbuh)?

a. In his fifties.

b. In his sixties.

c. In his seventies.

d. In his eighties.
2 How old was Amina when Muhammad was born?

a. Eighteen years.

b. Less than 20 years.

c. Sixteen years.

d. Twenty-two years.
3 Only two years after his mother's death further tragic thing happened to Muhammad (pbuh)?  What was it?

a. Abu Talib died.

b. Abdul Mut'talib died.

c. Khadija died.

d. Abu Lahab died.
4 To Syria they went.  Who was in the company of the twelve year old Muhammad (pbuh) to teach him the experience?

a. Abu Talib, the guide of the caravan.

b. Close relatives from Quraish.

c. Muhammad's guardian and uncle, Abu Talib.

d. Abu Talib, Muhammad's cousin.
5 After the Fujjar War, the dignitaries wanted to stop all killing.  League of Fudul was the result.
Who was the youngest member of the participants?
a. Imam Ali (a.s.).

b. Muhammad (pbuh).

c. Abu Bakr (r).

d. Omar (r).
6 Because of his trustworthiness, what did the people nick name Muhammad (pbuh)?

a. Al-Amin + any of b, c, or d.

b. Al-Saadiq.

c. Al-Saadiq Al-Amin.

d. Al-Amin Al-Saadiq.
7 How old was Muhammad (pbuh) when he went to Syria the second time?

a. Twenty years.

b. Twenty-two years.
c. Twenty-four years.
d. Twenty-six years.
8 What impressed Khadija so much about Muhammad (pbuh)?

a. His looks + b.

b. His sharp mind.
c. His moral character and goodness.

d. His wealth + a and b.
9 The Ka'ba was being rebuilt.  The elders were in disagreement about who was to have the honor to put the black stone in its place.
How was the problem solved?
a. Accept the decision of the first man coming
b. Accept his decision only if it is wise.

c. Accept the decision only if it agrees with own wishes.

d. Accept the decision if it is Muhammad's.
10 Was Muhammad (pbuh) helpful to his wife?

a. Muhammad (pbuh) did not help as was customary in Arabia.
b. Helped, though it was contrary to the customs at the time in Arabia, Mecca in particular.

c. Helped, was fair to do so.

d. Helped, mainly because he loved his wife very much.
11 Muhammad (pbuh) asked uncle Abu Talib to allow his son, Ali, to live with him and Khadija.  How old was Ali at the time?

a. Three years old.

b. Four years old.
c. Five  years old.
d. Six years old.
12 When a child, Ali learned about people during his visitations with Muhammad.  How did people appear to him?

a. Poor, destitute, mean and desperate.
b. Poor, in bad shape, needing help and sympathy.

c. Sick, therefore lazy and non productive.

d. Were non-believers, so should not be given love.
13 Before becoming a Prophet, Muhammad (pbuh) became deeply absorbed in contemplation.  What was he thinking about?

a. The Deity (God) and the creation + c.

b. What ailed society + a.
c. If the Deity (God) was loving and caring, what ways  would He guide the society + a and b.

d. His family affairs and the welfare of the society.
14 For the first revelation how many times was Muhammad (pbuh) asked to read in the name of the Lord?
a. Three times.

b. Once.

c. Twice.

d. Four times.
15 Who was the first one to be told about the first revelation?

a. Ali, his cousin.
b. Khadija, his wife.

c. Abu Bakr, his friend.

d. Maysara, his servant.
16 Did Ibn Naufal kiss the head of Muhammad (pbuh) too?
a. Yes, once.

b. Yes, three times.

c. Yes, ten times.

d. No, he did not.
17 Abu Bakr was a friend of Muhammad (pbuh).  Did he convert to Islam right away?
a. Yes, knowing the integrity of Muhammad (pbuh).

b. Yes, to keep his close friendship.

c. Yes, to stand out as Muslim, away from the pagans.

d. Yes, because he loved Muhammad (pbuh).
18 When did the call for Islam come in the open?

a. First year of the message of Islam.
b. Third year.

c. Second year.

d. Fourth year.
19 What happened at Mount Safa when Muhammad (pbuh) called the people for Islam?

a. Muhammad (pbuh) called for the people to meet there.

b. A big battle with the disbelievers + a.
c. Abu Lahab messed up the occasion once more + a.

d. They all hurried to hear Muhammad (pbuh).
20 How did the disbelievers approach Abu Talib to influence and stop Muhammad (pbuh) from ridiculing their gods (idols)?

a. Complained to him about Muhammad (pbuh) numerous times.

b. Threatened Abu Talib himself.

c. Offered making Muhammad (pbuh) the king of Arabia.
d. Condition was to stop ridiculing the idols + above.
21 After five years of persecution and inhumane treatment of the Muslims, two groups of Muslims decided to take a daring journey.  Where did they go?

a. To nearby Medina.
b. To far away Christian Abyssinia.

c. To luxurious Damascus.

d. To the rich land of Egypt.
22 Yasir and his wife, Sumieya, were repeatedly tortured by Abu Jahl until they lost their lives in a most cruel way.  How was that?

a. Stoned to death + b and c below.

b. Tied to four animals, one limb to each animal, animals let loose.

c. They died in a most gruesome way, i.e. quartered.
d. b and c above.
23 Who is Hamza?

a. Uncle of Muhammad (pbuh) + b and c below.

b. The brother of Abu Jahl, Abu Lahab, and Abu Talib.

c. A brave Muslim, who lost his life in Ohod battle.

d. Close friend of Abu Talib, + b and c.
24 How did Omar convert to Islam?

a. Heard about Islam repeatedly, loved its instructions.

b. Had the intention to kill Muhammad (pbuh), went to his sister's home, heard recitation of the Holy Quran.

c. b above + after trying to slap the face of his brother-in-law.

d. c above + had a change of heart.
25 The cruelest period for persecution of the Muslims was when the pagans of Quraish tried to boycott the clan of Benu Hashim.  What happened?

a. Muhammad (pbuh) + relatives from Benu Hashim were abdicated to an eerie valley.

b. No contact, social or otherwise, was allowed with others in Mecca.  Guards were put on top of surrounding mountains.

c. The cruel circumstances lead to death of Khadija and Abu Talib after the boycott was lifted some time later.

d. All the above.
26 Who couldn't take it, became ill, then died, during the boycott of Benu Hashim?
a. Hamza, Ali and Khadija.
b. Ali, Abu Talib, and Khadija 

c. Abu Talib, Khadija, and Abu Dhar..
d.  Abu Talib and Khadija.
27. What is Mi'raaj?

a. Muhammad (pbuh) was taken overnight from Mecca to Jerusalem?

b. Nigh of Power during Ramadan.

c. Muhammad (pbuh) taken from Jerusalem to heaven, shown Heaven and Hell as they are.

d. c above + being a Supernatural phenomenon.
28. What is the first pledge of the Aqaba?

a. Pledge between Meccans and Muhammad (pbuh) to spread Islam all over Arabia.

b. a above, but with a group of twelve men from Medina.

c. b above, to support Islam and Muhammad (pbuh).

d. c above, but support Islam all over Arabia.
29. How many people were at the second pledge of the Aqaba between Muhammad (pbuh) and the Medanese?

a. Seventy three men and two women.

b. Seventy one men and three women.

c. Seventy three men and twelve women.

d. Seventy two men and two women.
30. How did Muhammad (pbuh) undo Quraish's "plot for his murder"?

a. Ask Ali to be in his bed.

b. His escape was to the mountains + a.

c. His escape was to Abu Bakr's house + a.

d. a and c above, done cautiously.
31. Is it excessive honesty or honesty of a Prophet that the trust of the valuables had to be returned to its owners?

a. Perfection of a man, selected by God to be a Prophet.

b. Prophet is a leader of people, and the people should learn to practice honesty by observing the Prophet's honesty as an example.

c. Honesty is enjoined upon us by God Almighty.

d. All the above.
32. Who brought food to Muhammad (pbuh) and Abu Bakr (r) for those three days in the cave of Mount Thaur?

a. Asmaa, the daughter of Abu Bakr (r).

b. Abu Bakr's servant and slave.

c. Muhammad's servant, Maysara.

d. Muhammad's uncle, Al-Abbas.
33. Which route did Muhammad (pbuh) and Abu Bakr (r) take to escape Mecca to Medina?

a. Direct route, north, to Medina.

b. By the Red sea, going west then north.

c. South for five miles, then b above.

d. By the desert route, east then north.
34. How long did Ali (a.s.) take to go from Mecca to Medina?

a. Two weeks.

b. Three weeks, since the distance is 300 miles.

c. Four weeks.

d. Six weeks.
35. Qubaa' being the site of the Prophet's arrival, what was the first thing they did?

a. Lay foundation of a mosque.

b. Wait for Ali (a.s.) to arrive.

c. a and b + rest for as many as four days.

d. Put the basis for an Islamic government.
36. How was Ali's condition when he finally arrived at Qubaa'?

a. He and the camel were exhausted.

b. Exhausted, feet bruised and swollen.

c. His horse was exhausted too.

d. Ali (a.s.) was without food.
37. How was the feeling at Medina when Muhammad (pbuh) was entering it?

a. Jubilation by the Muslims.

b. Curiosity and good feeling by the Jews.

c. a and b above + great optimism.

d. Resistance and apprehension by disbelievers + a and b.
38. What were the advantages of effecting brotherhood between the Muslims of Mecca and Medina?

a. Support, mutual.

b. Better social contact + a.

c. Lasting relationship + a and b.

d. Indispensable for Islamic work and its spread + b.
39. With about 450 Meccan Muslims coming to Medina, effecting brotherhood proved indispensable.  What is the value?

a. A Meccan Muslim to live with a Medanese Muslim.

b. Both will exchange Islamic knowledge.

c. Develop a lasting relationship + a and b.

d. Only temporary economic value + b.
40. How did the Meccans feel about their failure to kill the Prophet (pbuh) in cold blood?

a. Down right stupid.

b. Furious to lose the opportunity.

c. Determined to find Muhammad (pbuh).

d. All the above.
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X # : 8864: Islamic Service Mission, Inc.

Islamic Service Mission, Inc., Box 4543, Silver Spring, MD 20904, (Federal Tax Exemption ID # 52 1677456) is working for Human Health and Welfare by helping to feed, clothe and educate the most needy and to uplift the morals locally, nationally and internationally, regardless of Creed, Color, Race, national Origin or Ethnic backgrounds as commanded by God (Allah) in the Great Quran.  It has no Management or Overhead Expense (0.5%).  All money received are spent for the most needy.  Phone: (301)625 3051, Fax:(301)622 4744.  Website: www.geocities.com/islamicservicemission/ism.htm
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Sayings of Imam Al-Hasan about Piety

· Be aware that he who fears Allah (adopts piety), Allah would pave his way of salvation out of the inequities. 

And make him firm in his matter. 

And provide him (the path of) guidance. 

And make his proof and arguments successful 

And enlighten his face and grants him what he desires. 

Such person is with those upon whom Allah has bestowed His beneficences and boons from among the Prophets, the truthful, the martyrs and the pious ones. 
· The greatest forgiveness and pardon of Allah comes when the sinner is not able to make a pretext for his wrong doing.

· One is ignorant of blessing as long as they are present, but when they pass, one becomes aware of their value.  
Sayings of Imam Al-Hasan about Intellect
· I wonder about the person who contemplates about the food he takes, yet does not consider the food of his intellect. Thus, he avoids of what hurts him in his stomach but he lets his mind to be filled with what destroys him.  

· The height of intelligence is associating with people amicably. 

· When the desirable and commendable services damage and harm the obligatory services, abandon them. 

· Allah provides everything to one who worships Him, Glory be to Him. 

· Piety is the gateway to all repentance, and the epitome of wisdom, and the distinction of all deeds.
Sermon of Imam Ali about Discord
O’ people! Avoid the malice of discord by the vessels of deliverance,

And turn away from the path of dissension and dispense with the crowns of pride. 

Prosperous is the one who rises with wings of power, or else remains peaceful so others enjoy ease.

The aspiration for Khilaafah is like turbid water or a morsel that suffocates the one who swallows it. 

One who plucks fruits before ripening is like one who cultivates in another's field.
Malicious discords start through wishes followed and orders innovated, in which the Book of Allah is not followed. People assist each other about them though they contradict the Religion of Allah.

If falsehood had been unmixed with the Truth, it would have been clear for those in search of it. 

And if Truth was pure from admixture with falsehood, it would have silenced those who defy.

However, something is taken from here and something from there, and the two are mixed! It is then that Satan overpowers his followers, but saved will be the ones whom Allah had apportioned virtue from before.
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