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إِنَّ الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَعَمِلُوا الصَّالِحَاتِ وَأَخْبَتُوا إِلَىٰ رَبِّهِمْ 
أُولَٰئِكَ أَصْحَابُ الْجَنَّةِ ۖ هُمْ فِيهَا خَالِدُونَ
But those who believe and work righteousness, and humble themselves before their Lord,- They will be companions of the gardens, to dwell therein for aye!
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	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH

One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.



	AL-LATIF
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Allah is the most delicate, fine, gentle, beautiful One. He is the One who knows the finest details of beauty. 

Allah is the maker of a delicate beauty and who bestows beauty upon His servants, for He is All-Beautiful. 

The finest of Allah’s beauties are hidden in the secrets of the beauties of the soul, the mind, wisdom, the divine light. He contains the minutest details of a divine puzzle where all things fit into each other. The fetus fits within the mother's womb, the pearl within the oyster, the fine silk within the silkworm, the honey in the bee, and in the heart of the human being, the knowledge of Allah Him​self. But a heart that does not contain the beautiful light of knowing Allah, like a bee without honey, becomes a hornet with a poisonous stinger, stinging whoever comes close by.

Open your eyes of the heart and look hard to see the manifestations of al-Latif. Sometimes it is a fine delicate mist of quietude within the turbulence of worldly activity. Some​times it is a gentle blessing within His harsh punishment. Happy is he who can see, because for him there is no doubt, anxiety, or hopelessness.

Abdul Latif is the one whose finer inner eye is opened to see the inner beauty in all. Thus he receives beauty himself and relates to all creation beautifully, rendering it beautiful. The exquisite beauty of Allah al-Latif cannot be appre​ciated with our coarse eyes.

	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	("Four things make good fortune: good children, sincere friends, an obedient wife and that one's work be at the place one resides."  While in another place the Prophet (pbuh) said, "It is good fortune for a man to have a son resembling himself, a devout wife, comfortable conveyance and a spacious house."

	SAYINGS OF IMAM AL-HUSAIN, the 3rd Imam

	(Whoever seeks the satisfaction of people by way of disobeying God, then God subjects him to those very people. 

(Avoid oppressing the one who does not have any supporters against you other than God the Almighty. 
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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 7,977 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 97 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.

((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
فيروز الديلمي 
الصحابي الجليل
Fayruz al-Daylami

 (The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 
When the Prophet (pbuh) returned to Medina from the Farewell Pilgrimage, he  fell ill.  Sincere Muslims were greatly saddened but for others it was a time to take advantage.

 In al-Yamamah, Musailema the Imposter renounced Islam. So too did Tulayha al-Asadi in the land of the Asad. And in the  Yemen, al-Aswad al-Ansi also became an apostate. More than that, these imposters claimed that they were prophets sent to their respective peoples just as Muhammad was sent to the Quraish.  

Al-Aswad al-Ansi was a soothsayer who practiced the arts of magic. He was powerful and influential,  whose speech mesmerized the hearts of his listeners and captivated their minds. With wealth and power he managed  to attract even people of status. When he appeared before people he normally wore a mask, to surround himself with an air of mystery, and awe.  

In the Yemen at that time, the "Abna" were people of prestige and influence. They were the  scions of Persian fathers who ruled Yemen as part of the Persian Empire. Their mothers were local Arabs. Fayruz al-Daylami فيروز الديلمي  was one of these Yemeni Abna.  

With the advent of Islam, the most powerful of the Abna was Badhan, a Governor of Yemen on behalf of the King of Persia. When Badban became convinced of the message of Prophet Muhammad, he renounced his allegiance to the Persians and accepted Islam. His people followed him and the Prophet confirmed him in his dominion.  Badban ruled Yemen until his death shortly before the appearance of the imposter al-Aswad al-Ansi.  

Al-Aswad's tribe, the Banu Mudh’hij, were the first to respond to his claims to Prophethood. Al-Aswad mounted a raid on San'a. He killed the governor, Shahr the son of Badhan and took his wife to himself. From San'a he raided other regions. Through his swift and successive strikes, a vast region from Hadramawt to at-Taif and from al-Ahsa to Aden came under his influence.  

What helped al-Aswad in deceiving the people was his guile and cunning manner, which knew no bounds.  To his followers he alleged that an angel had visited him, disclosed revelations to him and gave him news of people and their affairs. But the fact was that he dispatched spies everywhere,  to inform him of people’s circumstances, their secrets and problems, their hopes and fears.  

Reports were brought in secrecy and when he met anyone, especially those in need, he gave the impression that he was endowed with knowledge of their needs and problems. In this way he astonished people and confounded their thoughts. 
When news of al-Aswad's apostasy and his activities reached Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), he  dispatched about ten of his companions with letters to his loyalists in Yemen.  He urged them to confront the trouble not only with faith and resolve, but also ordered them to get rid of al-Aswad by any means  possible.  

All who received Muhammad’s missives planned to carry out his orders implicitly. In the forefront was Fayruz  al-Daylami and the Abna who were with him. Let us leave Fayruz to relate his remarkable story:  

"I and those of the Abna (who were with me) had no doubt about the religion of God. We had nothing to do with the belief of al-Aswad, the  enemy of God. In fact we waited for opportunities to get rid of him and eliminate him.  

When we received the letters of the Messenger of God,  it confirmed our resolve and we became more determined to get rid of him.

Because of his successive successes and vanity, al-Aswad al-Ansi, arrogant now, bragged to the commander of his army, Qays, and it scared him. His relationship towards Qays deteriorated fast, so that Qays feared for his life.  

My cousin, Dadha, and I went to Qays and informed him of what Muhammad (pbuh) had told  us. We invited Qays to "make lunch" out of al-Aswad before he could "make supper" out of him. Qays was  receptive, he regarded us as a Godsend. He then disclosed to us some of the secrets of al-Aswad.  

The three of us vowed to confront the apostate from within his castle while our others would confront him from outside. We were of the view that our cousin Dadha (whom al-Aswad had taken to himself after the killing of her husband),  should join us. We went to al-Aswad's castle and met her. I said to her:  

'O cousin, you know what mischief al-Aswad has brought upon you and us. He had killed your husband and dishonored  the women of your people. He has killed their husbands and wrested power from their hands.  

'This is a letter from the Messenger of God (pbuh) to us in particular, and to the people of Yemen in general.  He asks us to put an end to this Fitnah (sedition). Would you help us in this matter?' 'On what can I help  you? she asked. 'On his expulsion...' I said. 'Rather on his assassination,' she suggested. 'By God, I had nothing else in mind, but I was afraid to suggest this to you.' 'By Allah Who has sent Muhammad with the Truth as a herald of good tidings and as a warner, I have not doubted my religion for a moment. God has not created a man more detestable to me than this devil (al-Aswad). By God, from the time I saw him, I have only known him to be a charlatan, a corrupt and sinful man who does not stop from committing any abominable deed.' "How can we go about eliminating  him?' I asked.  

'He is well-guarded and protected. There is not a single place in his castle which is not surrounded by guards. However, there is one abandoned room which can lead to open land. In the evening during the first third of the night, go there. You will find inside weapons and a light. You will find me waiting for you...' she said.  

'But getting through to a room in a castle such as this is no easy task. Someone might pass and alert the guards and that will be the end of us' I said. 'You are not far from the truth. But I have a suggestion.' 'What is it?' I asked.  

'Send a man tomorrow, whom you trust, as one of the workers. I shall tell him to make an opening in the room from the inside, so that it should be easy to enter.' 'That's a brilliant suggestion,' I said.  

I then left her and told the two others about what we had decided upon, and they gave their blessings to the plan. We left right away to get ourselves prepared. We informed a select group of believers to be ready and gave them the password (to signal the time they could storm the castle). The time was to be dawn of the following day.  

When night fell and the appointed time came, I went with my two companions to the opening in the room and uncovered it.  We entered the room and put on the lamp. We found the weapons and proceeded to the apartment of the imposter al-Aswad. There  was our cousin standing at his door. She pointed out where he was and we entered. He was asleep and snoring. I plunged the knife in his neck and he bellowed like a bull, blood gushing, slaughtered. When the guards heard the noise, they rushed to his apartment asking: 'What is this?'  'What is this?’
'Don't worry. You can go. The prophet of God is receiving revelation,' Dadha said, and they left. We stayed in the castle until the  break of dawn. Then I stood on a wall of the castle and shouted:  

'Allaahu Akbar! Allaahu Akbar!' and went on with the adhan until I reached': 'Ashhadu anna Muhammadun Rasulullah ! (Then I  added) 'Wa ashhadu anna al Aswad al-Ansi kadh’dhab ! I testify that al-Aswad is an imposter.'  

That was the password, Muslims then converged on  the castle from every direction. The guards took fright  when they heard the adhan and were confronted by the attacking  Muslims, all shouting Allaahu Akbar.  

Thus, the mission was accomplished beautifully. When it was day light, we sent a letter to the Messenger of God giving him the  good news of the death of al-Aswad, the imposter.  

When the messengers reached Medina they found that the Prophet (pbuh) had passed away that very night. They learned however that Gabriel had communicated to the Prophet informing him of the death of al-Aswad al-Ansi the night it took place."  

Years later, Khalifa Omar wrote to Fayruz al-Daylami, saying:  

"I have heard that you are busy eating white bread and honey (meaning leading an easy life), when this letter reaches you come to me with the blessings of God so you may campaign in the path of God."  

Fayruz did as he was commanded. He went to Medina and sought an audience with Omar. Omar granted him permission.  Evidently there was a crowd waiting to see Omar and a Quraish youth shoved Fayruz.  Fayruz then raised his hand and hit the  Quraish youth on the nose, and the youth complained to Omar.  Omar asked: "Who did that to you?"  

"Fayruz. He is at the door," said the youth. Fayruz entered and Omar asked: "What is this, Fayruz?"  

"O Amir al-Mu’minin," Fayruz said. "You wrote to me. You didn't write to him. You gave me permission to enter and you didn't give him permission. He wanted to enter in my turn before me. Then I did what you have been told."  

"Al-Qassass," pronounced Omar in judgment, meaning that Fayruz had to receive the same blow from the youth in retaliation.  "Must it be so?" asked Fayruz. "It must be so," insisted Omar.  

Fayruz then got down on his knees and the youth stood up to exact his retaliation. Omar said to him then: "Wait a moment, young man, let me tell you something I heard from the Messenger of God (pbuh). I heard him 


say one evening: 'This night, al-Aswad al-Ansi the Imposter has been killed. The  righteous servant Fayruz al-Daylami has killed him' Omar then asked the youth:  

"Do you see yourself taking retribution on him after you have heard this from the Messenger of God?" "I forgive him," said the youth, "after you have told me this from the Prophet." "Do you think," said Fayruz to Omar, "that my escape from what I  have done is a confession to him and that his forgiveness is not given under duress?" "Yes," replied Omar and Fayruz then  declared: "I testily to you that my sword, my horse and thirty thousand of my money is a gift to him."  

"Your forgiveness has paid off, O brother Quraish and you have become rich," said Omar no doubt impressed by the sense  of remorse and the spontaneous generosity of Fayruz, the righteous.

  ────══════•══════────


Islam and Equality
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
Let us all practice Taq’wa (piety and righteousness), and revere Allah and obey His divine commands.  Let us be heedful of our choices in this life and their likely consequences in the hereafter.  May Allah provide us all with the spirit of righteousness by way of His obedience as best course for all.

Let us ask ourselves: How does Islam view equality, and on what teachings does equality stand?  The answer is that Islamic teachings regard all people equal in their rights before God Almighty.

	Such value of equality is not to be mistaken for or confused with identity however.  Islam teaches that, in the sight of Allah, all persons, male and female, are equal in their rights, but not necessarily identical. There are differences of course in man’s abilities, potentials, ambitions, wealth, or color, among other things. Yet none of these differences can by itself establish a status of superiority of one person over another or a race over another.  The only distinction, which God recognizes, is the distinction in piety, and the only criterion, which God applies, is the criterion of goodness and spiritual excellence. In the Quran, God says in Surah 49 (al-Hujuraat), Ayah 13: 

يَا أَيُّهَا النَّاسُ إِنَّا خَلَقْنَاكُمْ مِنْ ذَكَرٍ وَأُنْثَىٰ وَجَعَلْنَاكُمْ شُعُوبًا وَقَبَائِلَ لِتَعَارَفُوا ۚ إِنَّ أَكْرَمَكُمْ عِنْدَ اللَّهِ أَتْقَاكُمْ ۚ إِنَّ اللَّهَ عَلِيمٌ خَبِيرٌ

	“O mankind! Behold, We have created you from a male and a female 

and made you into nations and tribes, so that you may come to know one another.   

Verily the most honored of you with Allah is the greatest of you in piety. 
God is all-knowing all-Aware.”


The difference in rights on the basis of race, color, tribal attachment and social status is totally denied by Islam, though they exist among most nations in the present age.

Islam had declared its view on this matter long ago, at a time when social groupings, discrimination in position, difference in rights were considered to be natural and rational.  This was the case in the civilized and most advanced countries of that day, as well as its continuation in many countries nowadays. 

Islam does not regard any special group or class or country to have been born for subjecting others for mastership, be it other groups or other countries.  This doctrine is based on the foundation of Unity (Tawhid) as its main principle.  The Tawhid “Unity” is the basis of the Islamic society.  In such society all humanity is to be dealt with as one, meaning one great unit.  Its individuals are members of one society incorporate.  In this society distinctions do not become differences —not color, nor culture, nor class, nor custom, nor conversational idioms.  Also mutual respect is the rule throughout the worldwide society of Islam, without superiority or inferiority.  That is because mankind was created in one human soul to start with, thus sharing one common humanity: from whom man and woman, black and white, poor and rich, civilized and savage, all evolved.  It is written in the Holy Quran in Surah 4 (al-Nisaa’), Ayah 1:

	يَا أَيُّهَا النَّاسُ اتَّقُوا رَبَّكُمُ الَّذِي خَلَقَكُمْ مِنْ نَفْسٍ وَاحِدَةٍ وَخَلَقَ مِنْهَا زَوْجَهَا …..

	"O’ Mankind! Reverence God Who created you all from a single soul and from it He created its mate…”  


	This Ayah leaves no room for nationalistic divisions.  And differences in skin and tongue are merely tokens of the Creator's Power.  The Holy Quran also affirms this point in Surah 30 (al-Room), Ayah 22:
وَمِنْ آيَاتِهِ خَلْقُ السَّمَاوَاتِ وَالْأَرْضِ وَاخْتِلَافُ أَلْسِنَتِكُمْ وَأَلْوَانِكُمْ ۚ إِنَّ فِي ذَٰلِكَ لَآيَاتٍ لِلْعَالِمِينَ

	"And among His Signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth, 

and the varieties of your tongues and complexions. 

Verily there are signs in this for those who hearken"


Accordingly, the foundation of the view-of-equality in Islam is deeply rooted in the structure of Islam itself.  It stems from basic principles such as:  

1. One and the same eternal God creates all mankind, the supreme Lord of all.  

2. Everyone belongs to the human race and shares equally in the common parentage of Adam and Eve. 

3. God is just and kind to His creatures.  God is not partial to any race, age or religion. 

4. The whole universe is God’s dominion and all people are His creatures.  

5. All people are born equal in the sense that they do not bring any possession with them, and they die equal in the sense that they take back nothing of their worldly belongings with them. 

6. God judges every person on the basis of his/her own merits and according to his/her own deeds.

7. As such, God has conferred on man a title of honor and dignity.

Equality among individuals will subsist under the protection of unity of thought and spirit, oneness of conviction and aim.  Should a society fall into division of thought and conviction, its bonds of affection will be loosened: and, when adversity arises, material needs will increase the differences.  That is why the strongest tie of unity amongst nations is the religious bond.


It is in this bond of union that Islam has brought peoples together, freeing them from the plight of division and differences.  Islam calls people to establish accord and agreement in a society of brotherhood, a brotherhood that should be the natural state of man.

Islam is the religion of equality and brotherhood, as it is the religion of Justice.  A social system in Islam is comprised of human relationships that tie the members of society together.  One’s family, neighbors, relatives, the offspring of the Muslim nation everywhere, the non-Muslims who live within the Islamic state, all these form part of the social fabric based on justice and pay attention to human rights.


Islam treats mankind as one great family of brothers and sisters.  Brotherhood is the Quran’s call. The sublime level of love and the most sincere of friendships are those that arise between genuine Muslims.  They call each other brother because of the sense of their brotherhood, indirectly meaning the existence of the manifestations of equality.  The surrender (Tasleem) to God is the main cause of brotherhood.

This brotherhood is deeper and higher than mere natural brotherliness, for in it are the unity of a shared aim, the unity of shared convictions, the unity of joint beliefs, and the unity of hearts.  The Holy Quran declares in Surah 49 (al-Hujuraat), Ayah 10: 

	إِنَّمَا الْمُؤْمِنُونَ إِخْوَةٌ فَأَصْلِحُوا بَيْنَ أَخَوَيْكُمْ ۚ وَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ لَعَلَّكُمْ تُرْحَمُونَ

	"Believers are a single brotherhood. 

Make peace amongst your brothers and fear God that ye may receive mercy."


The Prophet decreed in a Hadith: (Safinat al Bihaar, Vol. 1, Page 13)  
مثل المؤمنین فی توادهم وتراحمهم کمثل الجسد اذا اشتکی بعض تداعی له سائر اعضاء جسده بالحمّی والسهر.

The love and grace of the faithful towards each other is like a body, 

it suffers even if one part becomes ill.

A true Islamic society is a society whose members: a) have faith in Islam, b) apply Islamic Laws in their life, and c) abide by Islam’s moral standards of love, brotherhood, mercy and trust.  By so being they are performing their religious duties.  


In a true Islamic society, drinking alcohol, practicing usury, dressing immodestly, deceiving each other, giving or taking bribes, indulging in injustice, violating other’s rights, are all prohibited and to be avoided. 

There will be no room for oppression or suppression in Islam.  Concepts of (chosen people), and gentile peoples, or phrases such as privileged and condemned races, all ideas of social castes, and second-class citizens are alien to Islam in the strictest sense.

 
Imam Ali left us a priceless legacy in Nahjul Balaaghah, amongst which is his historic address to Malik ibn al‑Ashtar expressing this truth: (Nahjul Balaaghah, Imam Ali (a.s.), Section of Letters, Page 53) 
وأشعر قلبک الرحمة للرعیّة والمحبّة لهم واللطف بهم   ولا تکونن علیهم سبعاً ضاریاً تغتنم اکلهم، 

 فانهم صنفان:    إمّا اخ لک فی الدین   او نظیر لک فی الخلق

· "Make Thy heart a throne of mercy towards Thy people. 

· Show them perfect love and care. 

· Do not treat people as a voracious beast that tears their properties and their persons. 

· For, they are in one of two groups. 

· Either they are thy brothers in the Faith,

· Or they are thy fellow-humans of one flesh with Thy own." 

This broad view embraces all races, all cultures, and all tongues.

We pray Allah to help us perform Allah’s commands in our life and for our society according to Islam’s rule and keep it safe from subversive and corrupt elements by means of enjoining the good and forbidding the evil.  

For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.

The 13th of Rajab is the Anniversary of Imam Ali’s birthday.  Amir Al-Mu’mineen Ali was the son of Abu Talib.  He was born ten years before the commencement of the Prophet’s mission. When he was a few years old he lived in the house of the Prophet, according to an arrangement between the Prophet and Abu Talib, the father of Ali.  Thus, Ali was under the direct care and guardianship of the Holy Prophet the better part of his life. (Al-Fusool al-Muhimma, Page 14.  Also Manaaqib al-Khawarzmi, Page 17) 
A few years later, when the Prophet was endowed with the Divine gift of Prophethood, Ali was the first male to embrace Islam.  He was 10 years old then.  Three years later, when the Prophet (pbuh) invited his relatives to proclaim his message and to invite them to accept Islam, Ali was the only person who answered the Prophet’s appeal.  

The Prophet declared to the audience in a firm manner saying: (Irshad of Mufeed, Page 4.  Also, Tibari, History of Countries Vol. 2, Page 216.) 
ان هذا اخی ووصیی وخلیفتی فیکم   فاسمعوا  له  واطیعوا
 “Verily, this is my brother, my deputy and the one to succeed me, 

therefore listen to him and obey him”

Ali was in the company of the Prophet more or less constantly. On the night of the migration of the Prophet from Mecca to Medina (Hijrah), while the infidels had surrounded the house of the Prophet determined to put an end to him, Ali took the place of the Prophet and lay in his bed.  This ploy shattered the plan of the attackers and unraveled their horrific scheme.  In the meantime, this made it possible for the Prophet to leave his house safely and set out for Medina. (Al-Fusool al-Muhimma, Page 28-30.) 

Ali continued to be constantly in the company of the Prophet.  When the Prophet was creating bonds of brotherhood among his companions in Medina, he selected Ali as his brother.  The Prophet also gave his daughter, Fatima, in marriage to Ali. (Yanabi’ al-Mawadda, Page 63-65) 

Ali never disobeyed the Prophet, he was to such an extent that the Prophet said of him: (Manaaqib Ali, Vol. 3, Page62 and 218) 
علي مع الحق   والحق مع علي
 “Ali is with the Truth and the Truth is with Ali”.


Ali was supreme in bravery and faith.  He participated in all the confrontations in which the Prophet participated except the battle of Tabuk.  For the Tabuk encounter, Ali was ordered to stay in Medina in place of the Prophet.


As said before, Ali was constantly in the company of the Prophet, be it in private or in public.  During his Khilaafah of nearly four years and nine months, Ali followed the way of the Prophet (pbuh) meticulously, and he gave his Khilaafah the form of a spiritual movement and renewal; and he began different types of reforms. While beneficial to the public at large, these reforms were against the very interests of some people who were after their own self-interest and benefit.

 According to the testimony of friends and foes, Ali had no shortcomings.  And in the Islamic virtues Ali was the perfect example in upbringing and the training given to him by the Prophet (pbuh).  In knowledge Ali was the most learned of the companions of the Prophet.  His highly acclaimed discourses were the first in Islam to open the door for logical theology and proof (al-Ma’arif al-Ilahiyah).

The Prophet (pbuh) spoke repeatedly about Ali; a well-known saying goes as follows: (Al-Jami’ Al-Sagheer, Vol. 1, Page 415, Hadith 705) 
أنا مدینة العلم وعليٌ بابها    فمن أراد المدینة فلیدخل الباب
“I am the locality of knowledge [enlightenment] and Ali is its gateway. 

He who wants to reach this locality, should come through its gateway.”

((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20

A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet (pbuh) Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
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1. How was the feeling at Medina when Muhammad (pbuh) was conquering it?

a. Jubilation by the Muslims.

b. Curiosity and good feeling by the Jews.

c. a and b above + great optimism.

d. Resistance and apprehension by disbelievers + a and b.
2. With about 450 Meccan Muslims coming to Medina, effecting brotherhood proved indispensable.  What is the value?

a. A Meccan Muslim to live with a Medanese Muslim.

b. Both will exchange Islamic knowledge.

c. Develop a lasting relationship + a and b.

d. Only temporary economic value + b.
3. Three dominating Jewish tribes in Medina were controlling the area financially along with other things. How did Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) deal with them?

a. A treaty on a short term basis.

b. A treaty of mutual defense and cooperation.

c. b above, on a lasting basis.

d. A treaty for intermarriage.
4. What is the name of the first battle between the pagans of Mecca and the Muslims?

a. Ohod.

b. Badr.

c. Ditch affair.

d. Khaybar.
5. What were the losses of Quraish during the battle of Badr?

a. Out of 1000, 70 killed, 70 prisoners of war.

b. Huge amount of arms.

c. Shattering self confidence + all above.

d. c above + three women prisoners.
6. Assigning one literate prisoner of war to teach literacy to 10 Muslims was an innovation at the time.  What does that mean to you?

a. Education is of high value in Islam.

b. Literacy can open the mind + a above.

c. Muhammad (pbuh) envisioned the Islamic University in Medina.

d. Muhammad (pbuh) opened the dawn of Islamic learning.
7. How was the course of the battle of Ohod at first?

a. In favor of the Muslims.

b. In favor of the disbelievers.

c. Not in favor of either side.

d. Slightly in favor of the Muslims.
8. What was the role of Ali at first during the battle of Ohod?

a. Finished off 9 standard bearers.

b. Played havoc in Quraish's forces.

c. Broke the psychology of the disbelievers.

d. All the above.
9. What was the role of Ali (a.s.) in the latter part of the battle of Ohod?

a. Stick by and protect Muhammad (pbuh) to protect him.

b. Face four attacking groups aiming to kill the Prophet.

c. Killed leaders of the 4 attacking groups + a & b.

d. Challenge Abu Sufyan, kill him, then go after Hind.
10. The force of the enemy was 10,000 for the famed Ditch affair.  How large was the force of the Muslims?

a. 1500 archers, plus 1500 other fighters.

b. A total of 1500 archers and fighters.

c. 1500 archers, only.

d. 1500 fighters, only.
11. How was the enemy's feeling when they saw the ditch and the Muslims inside posing to defend it?

a. Aghast and in awe at the ingenuity of Muhammad (pbuh).

b. Mental confusion.

c. Disgusted at their failure and being outsmarted again.

d. All above + planning to cross the ditch.
12. How was the duel between Ali (a.s.) and Amr ibn Abdwid?

a. Relentless + b + c + d.

b. Ali successfully ducked all hits by Amr + c.

c. Amr fell to the ground, Ali bounced on him; Amr enraged, spit in Ali's face.  Ali returned the sword to Amr to give him a second chance + d.

d. Ali (a.s.) finished off Amr.
13. What were some of the terms of Hudaibiya's treaty?

a. Peaceful coexistence for 10 years.

b. No Meccan-convert to Islam would be accepted by Muhammad (pbuh), unless his guardian agreed + a.

c. Muslims marry only Meccans + a and b.

d. Muslims can visit Mecca any time.
14. By having the Hudaibiya treaty with Quraish, the Muslims felt safe from the south.
What did they do next? 

a. Confronted the threatening Jewish tribes at Khaybar.

b. Negotiated with the threatening Jewish tribes at Khaybar fortifications.

c. Concluded a treaty of mutual defense + a and b.

d. a above + laying siege to the fortifications.
15. What did the Prophet say the day before he gave the leadership to Ali (a.s.) at Khaybar?

a. "Tomorrow, I'll give the leadership to someone who loves God and His Messenger."

b. a above + "and God and His Messenger love him."

c. Tomorrow Ali will lead the Muslim force.

d. Ali and the Muslims with him will be victorious.
16. How did Ali (a.s.) overwhelm the strongest castle of Khaybar?

a. His eyes cured, he rushed impatiently ahead towards the enemy, the Muslims under his leadership hardly catching up.

b. Finished off the Jewish leader Marhab, and engaged the two sides in a ferocious fight.

c. Used a door as a shield which became the focus.

d. All the above.

17. What kind of treaty did Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) have with the Jewish tribes of Khaybar?

a. Taking the Jewish arms away + b.

b. Let them cultivate the land, but pay a percentage of produce to the Muslims in return for their defense.

c. Participate in Medina life.

d. Mutual defense + c.
18. The Revelations of the Holy Quran in Medina dealt more about human relations, ethics, mannerism, and community life. Why is that?

a. There were Jews in Medina and some Christians.

b. Local Muslims needed such guidance.

c. Islamic government was fast emerging + b.

d. Quraish in Mecca in need of this guidance.
19. The Muslims returned from Abyssinia just at the time Muhammad (pbuh) returned from Khaybar.  How was the feeling of everyone?

a. Jubilation.

b. The Prophet (pbuh) said he didn't know which made him more jubilant, victory at Khaybar, or seeing the Muslims back from Abyssinia, especially Ja'far + a.

c. Happy to enroll them in the administrative jobs.

d. Lukewarm but polite.
20. Why did Khalid Ibnil Waleed convert to Islam after seeing the Muslims doing their Haj?

a. Could discern the Truth.

b. Could see how Muslims served God and spread His word.

c. a and b above.

d. To show off.
21. Describe the engagement in Mu'ta.

a. A ferocious battle between Muslims and Romans.

b. Three Muslim leaders lost their lives successively.

c. Khalid Ibnil Waleed rescued the mission + a and b.

d. Ali (a.s.) was with them + a and b.
22. By breaking the treaty with Muhammad (pbuh), Quraish felt edgy.  What did they do to prevent confrontation?

a. Fortified Mecca, they succeeded + b.

b. Abu Sufyan went to Medina to have an interview with Muhammad (pbuh).

c. b above + Abu Sufyan to apologize to Muhammad (pbuh).

d. b and c above + without success.
23. How big was the force of the Muslims when they conquered Mecca in the eighth year of Hijrah?

a. 5000 men.

b. 8000 men.

c. 10,000 men.

d. 12,000 men.
24. Al Abbas played an essential role to prevent war when the Muslims surrounded Mecca.  How did he do that?

a. Was on his way to Medina to become Muslim.

b. Midway, met the Muslim force heading towards Mecca.

c. Al Abbas rode the Prophet's mare Dul-Dul, went to Mecca.

d. All above + brought Abu Sufyan to Muhammad (pbuh).
25. What was the purpose of lighting the fires at the top of the mountains around Mecca when the Muslims were to conquer it?

a. Scare the Meccans and prevent war.

b. Feel warm and cook food + a.

c. To light up the skies in celebration + a.

d. Needed the fire + a.
26. How did the Muslims conquer Mecca in the 8th yr. of Hijrah?

a. From the north side + c.

b. In four groups, from north, south, east and west.

c. Shouting Allaahu Akbar + b above.

d. In a cautious manner + c.
27. Once Mecca was conquered, Muhammad's (pbuh) pardon of all the torturers and abusers of Muslims is regarded as most unique in the history of mankind.
Why?

a. Too generous, only a Prophet could do it.

b. Too generous to be believed.

c. Should have taken them as prisoners.

d. Should have revenged.
28. After conquering Mecca, who felled the idols one by one?

a. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and Bilal.

b. Muhammad (pbuh) and Zubair.

c. Ali (a.s.) and Abu Bakr (r).

d. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and Ali (a.s.).
29. Following the conquest of Mecca, how did the Meccans become Muslims?

a. Were forced into it by the Muslims.

b. Given their freedom by Muhammad (pbuh).

c. Converted individually + b above.

d. Converted at once, all of them + b above.
30. After Mecca was conquered, why did the Meccans convert to Islam?

a. Identify with the majority, which is now Muslim.

b. Out of deep faith in Islam.

c. Out of fear of annihilation.

d. All the above.
31. At Hunain, 12,000 Muslims went to face the challenging tribes.  Why did the Muslims almost lose?

a. Too much confidence in their numbers.

b. Taken by surprise in the dark + a and c.

c. Unexpected attacks from both sides of the valley.

d. In middle of the day + b.
32. Did the Muslims win the battle of Hunain?

a. Yes, but after almost losing it.

b. Yes with ease.

c. a above, because the new Meccan converts were among them.

d. No, they did not.
33. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) did a final Haj.  This is called the farewell Haj.  How many Muslims participated in the Haj with him?

a. The farewell Haj witnessed 10,000 Muslims.

b. 50,000 Muslims.

c. 100,000 Muslims.

d. 1,000,000 Muslims.
34. On his way back from the Farewell Haj Muhammad (pbuh) gathered the people at Ghadeer Khum.  Why?

a. To emphasize Ali's contribution to the Muslim Ummah.

b. To officialize his binding recommendations about Ali.

c. To remind people of the equality of man, their rights and obligations.

d. All the above.
35. What did Muhammad (pbuh) say about Ali during the gathering of Ghadeer Khum?

a. He whose overlord I am, so is Ali (a.s.).

b. Du'aa in support of Ali (a.s.).

c. Prayed for the truth to be with Ali (a.s.).

d. All the above.
36. It wasn't too long after the farewell Haj that Muhammad (pbuh) fell ill.
What kind of illness did he have?

a. Medicine primitive then, diagnosis not possible.

b. Infection causing fever, headache, severe weakness.

c. A severe infection, tests not available.

d. Any of the above.
37. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was very sick with fever and headache.  Which house did he choose to be in?

a. Um Salama.

b. A’isha.

c. Hafsa.

d. Um Ayman.
38. When he was sick, Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) whispered in the ears of his  beloved daughter Fatima.  She cried at first then she smiled soon after when he whispered in her ear again.  What did he say to her?

a. Don't worry, you will be having a great inheritance.

b. "Soon, I'll be meeting my Lord", which made her cry.

c. "You will be the first of my family to follow me",  which cheered her up so much.

d. b followed by c above.
39. Who prepared the body of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) for burial?

a. Omar (r).

b. Ali (a.s.).

c. Abu Bakr (r) + Omar (r).

d. Uthman (r) + Talha.
40. Who was the first who prayed at the body of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) for Janaaza prayer?

a. Uthman (r).

b. Ali (a.s).

c. Omar (r) + Talha.

d. Abu Bakr (r) + Ibn Auf.
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Sayings of Imam Ali

· There is no wealth greater than reason, no poverty like ignorance, and no heritage better than noble manners.

· Oh Allah!  I did not worship Thee because I am afraid of hell or out of greed for Thy paradise.  I have worshipped Thee because I found Thee worthy-of-worship.[image: image4.png]
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