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إِنَّ اللَّهَ لَا يَظْلِمُ مِثْقَالَ ذَرَّةٍ ۖ وَإِنْ تَكُ حَسَنَةً يُضَاعِفْهَا وَيُؤْتِ مِنْ لَدُنْهُ أَجْرًا عَظِيمًا 
Allah is never unjust in the least degree: If there is any good done, Allah doubles it, and gives from His own presence a great reward
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	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH

One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.



	AL-KHABIR
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Allah is the one who is aware of the hidden inner occurrences in everything. He is the one whose cognizance reaches the deep​est, darkest, hidden corners of His kingdom, where neither human intelligence nor His angels can penetrate. 

Everywhere in the universe, an infinite number of things are happening, some universal, some minute, above and under, inside and outside each other. He is aware of all these from their very beginning until their end, with infinite detail. 

Occurrences which are not yet actualized, but in a state of formation or being planned and hidden, like secrets within secrets, are manifest to Him. None can escape His attention.

Know that there is nothing that you do in secret ─or think of doing─ that is not known by Allah, al-Khabir. Know also that your most secret needs and wishes for which you have not asked in prayer are known to Him and are often accorded to you without your asking Him.

Abd al-Khabir is blessed with total understanding. He has been made aware, to know the before and the after, as well as the present, of occurrences.



	Sayings of Imam Zainul Abideen, the 4th Imam

	(Were people aware of what lies in the obtainment of knowledge, they would pursue it even though they had to make voyages and endanger their lives to obtain it.

	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	(The one who takes prayer lightly is not of me. No, by Allah such a person will not reach the Haudh  الحوض, Pond of Abundance in Heaven 
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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 8,084 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 107 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.

((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
حبيب بن زيد الأنصاري
الصحابي الجليل
Habib ibn Zayd al-Ansari
 (The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 
He grew up in a home of faith, and in a family imbued with spirit of  sacrifice. Habib's father, Zayd ibn Asim, was one of the first in Yathrib to accept Islam.  And Habib’s mother, known as Umm Ammarah, was the first woman to bear arms in defense of Islam and in support of the  blessed Prophet. 
Habib, at a tender age, was privileged to go with his mother, father, maternal aunt and brother to Mecca with the  pioneering group of seventy five who pledged fealty to the Prophet at Aqaba and played a decisive role in shaping the early history of Islam.  

At Aqaba, in the darkness of the night, the young Habib stretched out his small hand and pledged loyalty to the Prophet.  From that day, the Prophet (pbuh), became dearer to Habib than his own mother or father and  Islam became more important to him than any care for his personal safety.  

Being too young to bear arms, Habib did not participate in the Battle of Badr, nor in the battle of Ohod.  However, he took part in all the subsequent engagements the Prophet fought, and distinguished himself by bravery and willingness to sacrifice.  Although each of these battles had its own importance and was demanding in its own way, they served to prepare Habib for what was to come.  

For, by the ninth year after the Hijrah, Islam had spread and become the dominant power in the Arabian peninsula. Delegations of tribes from all over the land converged on Medina to  meet the Messenger of God (pbuh) and announce their acceptance of Islam.  

Among these delegations was one from the highlands of Najd, from the Banu Hanifa. At the outskirts of Mecca, the  members of the delegation tethered their mounts and appointed Musailema as their representative. Musailema went to the Prophet (pbuh) and announced his people's acceptance of Islam. The  Prophet welcomed them and treated them generously. Each, including Musailema, was presented with a gift. 

On his return to Najd, Musailema (a callous and self-serving man), recanted and renounced his allegiance to the Prophet. He proclaimed instead that a prophet had been sent by God to Banu Hanifa just as God had sent Muhammad ibn Abdullah to the Quraish.  

For various reasons and under a variety of pressures, Banu Hanifa began to rally around Musailema. Most followed him out of  tribal affinity and loyalty. Indeed one member of the tribe declared: "I testify that Muhammad is indeed truthful and that Musailema is indeed an imposter. But the imposter of Rabi’ah (the tribal confederation to which the Banu Hanifa belonged)  is dearer to me that the genuine and truthful person than from Mudhar (the tribal confederation to which the Quraish belonged)."  

Before long, the number of Musailema’s followers multiplied, and he felt so powerful as to write to the Prophet (pbuh): "From Musailema, the messenger of God to Muhammad, the messenger of God.  Peace be on you. I am prepared to share this mission with you. I shall have (control over) half the land and you shall have  the other half. But the Quraish are an aggressive people."  

Musailema dispatched two of his men with the letter to the Prophet. When the letter was read to the Prophet, he asked  the two men: "And what do you yourselves say about this matter?" "We affirm what the letter says," they replied. "By God,"  said the Prophet, "were it not for the fact that emissaries are not to be killed, I would have smitten both of you." He then wrote to Musailema: "In the name of God, the Beneficent, the Compassionate. From Muhammad the Messenger of God, to  Musailema the imposter.  Peace be upon whoever follows the guidance of God. God will bequeath the earth to any of His servants as He wishes and the final triumph will be for those who are steadfast of their duty to God." He sent the letter with the two men.  

Musailema’s wicked influence continued to spread however, and the Prophet considered it necessary to send another letter to him inviting him to abandon his misguided ways. The Prophet chose Habib ibn Zayd to take this letter to Musailema. Habib was by this time in the prime of his youth and a firm believer in the truth of Islam with every fiber of his  being.  

Habib undertook his mission eagerly and proceeded as fast as he could to the highlands of the Najd, the territory of the  Banu Hanifa. There, he presented the letter to Musailema.  

Musailema became enraged. His face was red with anger, terrible to behold. He ordered Habib to be shackled and to be  brought before him the following day.  

Musailema was presiding over his assembly, his senior advisers were on his right and left. The common people were allowed to enter. He then ordered Habib, shackled in his chains, to be  presented before him.  

Habib stood in the midst of this crowded, emotionally charged gathering. He stood unperturbed, upright, dignified, proud, and unyielding.  

Musailema turned to him and asked: "Do you testify that Muhammad is the Messenger of God?" "Yes," Habib replied serenely. "I  testify that Muhammad is the Messenger of God."  

Musailema retorted defyingly. "And do you testify that I am the Messenger of God?"  Habib replied unperturbed, "My ears have been blocked against hearing what you claim." 

Musailema’s face changed color, his lips quivered, and he shouted to his executioner, "Cut off a piece of his body."  

With sword in hand, the guard advanced towards Habib and cut one of his limbs.  Then Musailema 

asked once more and Habib's answers were the same. Habib was unshakable, he affirmed again his belief in  Muhammad as the Messenger of God and at the expense of his own life he refused to acknowledge Musailema. Musailema thereupon ordered to cut another part of Habib's body. The people looked on in amazement at Habib's composure and steadfastness.  

Faced with Musailema’s persistent questioning and the terrible blows of his henchman, Habib, bleeding profusely and near shock, kept on saying repeatedly:  

"I testify that Muhammad is the Messenger of God." Habib collapsed and soon he passed away. The last thing on his lips was Muhammad, the blessed Prophet, to  whom he had pledged loyalty on the night of Aqaba.
News of Habib's fate reached his mother, whose reaction was to say bravely: "It was for such a situation that I prepared  him... He pledged allegiance to the Prophet on the night of Aqaba as a small child and today as an adult he has given his  life for the Prophet. If God were to allow me to get near to Musailema, I would make his daughters smite their  cheeks and lament over him."  

The day she wished for was not long in coming. After the death of the Prophet (pbuh), Abu Bakr declared war on the imposters. With the Muslim army to confront the forces of Musailema was Habib's mother, (Nusaybah),  and another of her sons, (Abdullah ibn Zayd).  

At the Battle of Yamamah which ensued, Nusaybah was seen cutting through the ranks of fighting men like a lioness and  calling out: "Where is the enemy of God? Show me the enemy of God ?" When she eventually reached Musailema, he had  already been slaughtered. She looked at his limp and strewn body, a body of such a vain, charlatan, deceptive man, and it gave her  a warm serene feeling. A grave threat to the Muslims  had been removed and the death of her beloved son, Habib, had been avenged, al-Hamdu Lillaah.  

At Habib's death, the noble Prophet had commended him and his entire family and had prayed: "May God bless this  household. May God have mercy on this household."

  ────══════•══════────


Peace and the Life of the Prophet of Islam
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
Let us all practice Taq’wa (piety and righteousness), and revere Allah and obey His divine commands.  Be aware of our final destination, our eventuality and departure into the everlasting life.  May Allah provide us all with the spirit of righteousness by way of His divine obedience as best assets for all.

Muslims living in the Western world are familiar with Western literature.  They are confronted with surprising inquiries and shocking remarks made by some Westerners.  Questions about holy war, anti-Jesus Islam, polygamy, divorce, status of women in Islam, are but a few examples.  An attempt is made here to examine these questions briefly, just in the service of the Truth and for the sake of the hon​est people.

	The Quran makes it clear (whether we want it or not), that war is a necessity of existence, a fact of life, so long as there exist in the world injustice, capricious ambitions, and arbitrary claims.  See Surah 22 (al-Haj), Ayah 39.

أُذِنَ لِلَّذِينَ يُقَاتَلُونَ بِأَنَّهُمْ ظُلِمُوا ۚ وَإِنَّ اللَّهَ عَلَىٰ نَصْرِهِمْ لَقَدِيرٌ

	To those against whom war is made, permission is given [to fight back], because they have been wronged —and Verily Allah is Most Potent for their help.


War is not an objective of Islam nor is it the normal behavior of Muslims.  War is only a last resort and is used under the most extraordi​nary circumstance when all other measures fail.

Every person is entitled to enjoy the peace of Islam and the kind​ness of peaceful Muslims, regardless of religious, geographical, or racial considerations, so long as there is no aggression against Islam or the Muslims. 

	If non-Muslims are peaceful with the Muslims or even indif​ferent to Islam, there can be no ground or justification to declare war on them.  There is no such thing as religious war to force Islam on non-​Muslims, because if Islam does not emerge from deep convictions, from within, it is not acceptable to God.  If there is any religion or constitution to guarantee peaceful freedom of religion and forbid compulsion in religion, it is Islam and Islam alone. To this point the Quran refers as follows in Surah 2 (al-Baqarah), Ayah 256:

لَا إِكْرَاهَ فِي الدِّينِ ۖ قَدْ تَبَيَّنَ الرُّشْدُ مِنَ الْغَيِّ ۚ فَمَنْ يَكْفُرْ بِالطَّاغُوتِ وَيُؤْمِنْ بِاللَّهِ فَقَدِ اسْتَمْسَكَ بِالْعُرْوَةِ الْوُثْقَىٰ لَا انْفِصَامَ لَهَا ۗ وَاللَّهُ سَمِيعٌ عَلِيمٌ

	“There shall be no compulsion in matters of Faith; 

distinct has now become the Truth from the way of error;  

therefore he who rejects Taghoot [powers of evil] and believes in Allah, 

then he has grasped the rope of God, whose support is never failing, 

for Allah is All-hearing, All-knowing.”


	Even in the propagation of Islam a Muslim is not only forbidden to employ force but is also commanded to use the most peaceful means.  In addressing Muhammad, Allah says in the Holy Quran, Surah 16 (al-Nah’l), Ayah 125:

ادْعُ إِلَىٰ سَبِيلِ رَبِّكَ بِالْحِكْمَةِ وَالْمَوْعِظَةِ الْحَسَنَةِ ۖ وَجَادِلْهُمْ بِالَّتِي هِيَ أَحْسَنُ ۚ إِنَّ رَبَّكَ هُوَ أَعْلَمُ بِمَنْ ضَلَّ عَنْ سَبِيلِهِ ۖ وَهُوَ أَعْلَمُ بِالْمُهْتَدِينَ

	“[O Muhammad] Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and goodly discussion, 

and argue with them in a manner that is best: 

Verily your Lord knows best who has gone astray from His Path 

and He knows best those who are guided aright.”


If Islam is so designated for peace, and if the Quran is favorable to peace, why then did Prophet Muhammad launch wars and command battles?  Why does the Quran say `slay them and fight them'?  To seek some answers to this inquiry we have to refer to some historical facts that accompanied and preceded the Muslim wars against the infidels.


Upon receiving the Message from God, Prophet Muhammad called people to Islam, incessantly appealing to them to give up their idol-worship and believe in the One True God.  His first appeal was met not only with resistance but also with jeers, mockery and laughter.  He tried continually to present his people with the Blessed Call but had meager success.  Because initially he was not left free to propagate Islam in the open, he had to resort to private (confidential) preaching for about 3 years; this was to save the lives of his few followers and mitigate their hard​ships. When instructions from God commanded him to preach in the open, persecutions and torture increased dramatically, they were brutally inflicted on the handful of Muslims.  But the more the persecutions increased, the higher the number of Muslims rose. 


To silence the Call of God, the infidels (idol worshippers) tried all kinds of pressure and temptation.  They tried threats, pressure, confiscation of property, and jeers, but to no avail.  And the more they tried, the firmer Muhammad and the Muslims stood.  When these heathens failed to shake the faith of the believers, they organized a merciless boycott; a fierce campaign to ostracize the Muslims.  For some years, the Muslims were forced to remain within a very tight circle of association, unable to preach, sell or buy property, marry or contact with any of their fellow Meccans.  Even this did not shake the Muslims' faith.  The boycott went on for 3 long years until the infidels themselves were tired of it and had to call it off.  (See: Seerah of Ibn Hisham, Vol. 1, Page350.  Also Tarikh al-Tibari, Vol. 2, Page 78.)
Bringing the severe boycott to an end was no indication of peace or sign of inclination to peace on the part of the Meccan infidels. On the contrary, pres​sure and persecution escalated with a rapid intensification, though to no avail, be it with the Muslims or to prevent Islam from spreading.  Finally, the infidels convened a summit conference behind closed doors.  They discussed what to do to eliminate Islam and terminate Muhammad (pbuh) once and for all.  A unanimous resolution was adopted; to select a strong man from every tribe to share in murdering Prophet Muhammad in his bed. 


The mission of the Prophet was not destined to end at that level.  So God Almighty instructed His beloved Messenger to leave Mecca (his dear hometown), and immigrate to Medina.  In Medina Muhammad (pbuh) was to reunite with the native Muslims there and the earlier immigrants who had fled from Mecca to Medina (see Quran, 8:30; 9:40). This was the great event of the Hijrah or immigration from which the Muslim calendar dates. 

Upon fleeing Mecca the Muslims were forced to leave behind practically all their properties, belongings, and even families.  As soon as Muslims settled in Medina, Muhammad resumed his peaceful preaching and his gracious invitation to Islam.  Some natives of Medina responded favorably to the Call of God and became members of the Muslim community. Others did not embrace Islam right away preferring their traditional beliefs for a while.  And because Muhammad was dedicated to peace and reform, he concluded treaties with the non-Muslims assuring them of freedom and security, and creating in their hearts, for the first time, a socio-national conscience instead of nar​row tribal allegiance.

While Muhammad was engaged in these reforms, trying to organize the Muslim community at Medina and lay down the foundations of stability, the (heathen) enemies of Mecca were in anxiety.  They saw Muslims and non-Muslims living peacefully side by side, and this made the idol-worshippers feel threatened.  Besides, deep in their hearts, the disbelievers did not like the Islamic message because they felt Islam was fast eroding their cultural ways and threatened the very livelihood of their leaders.  They hated the Muslims passionately, and their determination to eliminate Islam reached new heights. They decided to make trouble for the Muslims from within and from without.

 
Fighting raids were organized to attack Medina and return with whatever loot they could lay their hands on.  In the mean time the non-Muslims of Medina were getting apprehensive about the popularity of Islam and the novel spirit of brotherhood among the Muslims.  So, the infidels at Mecca exploited the sit​uation and stirred internal troubles for the Muslims. The response of the non-Muslims of Medina to the instigation of the Meccans was quick and manifest, and serious troubles were brewing in Medina.


By this time the Muslims felt threatened from within by the infidels of Medina, as well as by the raids organized by the infidels of  Mecca.  Besides, many Muslims were separated from their families by force, or lost loved ones to the belligerence of the Meccans, and their properties were confiscated.  Their blood was shed.  They were forced to leave their hometown in three waves of migration: two to Abyssinia and one to Medina.  It was only after enduring and suffering belligerence and deadly antagonism for thirteen years (during which the Muslims maintained a passive resistance) that a revelation came to the Prophet.  The revelation allowed the Muslims to carry arms for the first time to defend themselves!  Imagine, for 13 years the Muslims were at the whims and wishes of the belligerent infidels: because Muslims were not allowed to carry arms!  No matter how atrocious was the violent behavior of the heathens of Mecca, the Muslims for 13 years had to endure all difficulties!  


It must have been a paradox.  Though Islam came to ensure freedom and security, and to ally them with God, yet the infidels rejected it initially. Islam commissioned people to establish peace, to enjoin the right and forbid the wrong, to support the oppressed and emancipate the subjugated, and to prove how reliable and helpful God is to His servants.  But how could Muslims do that if they them​selves were oppressed, subjugated to terror and thrust into helplessness?

We ask Allah to help us know true Islam and share it with others.  We ask Allah to grant us salvation in this world and in the hereafter, put us in the straight path, and help us avoid the sinful.

For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.

This week is the anniversary of the Shahaada of Imam al-Husain.  Imam al-Husain was born on the 3rd of Shaban 4th Hijrah in Medina.  His father was Imam Ali (a.s.) who was the best model for the believers and Muslims throughout history.  Al-Husain’s mother was Fatima (a.s.) who inherited the qualities of her father, the Prophet (pbuh).  One can have an idea of the intense love the Prophet had for al-Husain from this Hadith:  (See Tabaqat Ibn Sa’ad, Page 137.  Also Ibn Maajeh, Vol. 1, Hadith 145)  
حسین منی  وأنا من حسین،  من احبّ الحسن  والحسین فقد احبّنی ومن أبغضهما فقد أبغضنی
“Al-Husain is from me and I am from al-Husain.

The one who loves al-Hasan and al-Husain would have loved me, 

and the one who dislikes them will have disliked me..”

The Holy Prophet said lots of Hadiths about Imam Husain.  One example is quoted here: (See Also Ibn Maajeh, Vol. 1, Hadith 143.)
الحسن والحسین سیّدا شباب أهل الجنة
Al-Hasan and al-Husain are the Supreme Leaders of the Youths of Paradise.

When we study the life of Imam al-Husain versus that of Yazid (the ruler then), and learn of the prevailing conditions at that time, we will conclude that there was no alternative before the Imam but to firmly stand against Yazid.  For swearing allegiance to Yazid would have meant publicly showing contempt for Islam and its lofty teachings: something never ever possible for Imam al-Husain.  Yazid, after all, not only showed disregard or contempt for Islam but also publicly demonstrated impudence to it, its basis, and its laws. 

Some outstanding people of Mecca met with Imam al-Husain at the time.  They warned him of the danger of his move, (along with his family), the move to rise against the tyranny of Yazid.  But al-Husain answered them in a firm manner that it simply was impossible for him to give his allegiance or approval to Yazid.  Yazid, after all was the despicable head of a government of belligerence, injustice, and tyranny.  Thus, he decided to leave Mecca (the night before the Haj) in order to preserve the reverence for the house of God and not to allow his blood be spilled there by would be assassins and spies of Yazid.

In Karbala, on the tenth day of Muharram of the year 61 Imam Husain lined up his small band of followers before the enemy (calling themselves Muslims!!). That day they fought from morning till afternoon, until their final breath, and the Imam, the young Hashimites and the companions were all martyred.

The event of Karbala, the capture of the women and children of the Family of the Prophet, and their being taken as prisoners from town to town, over 700 miles one way, was the darkest spot in Islamic history.  The speeches made by the daughter of Ali (Zainab) and the fourth Imam (Zainul Abideen) disgraced Yazid and his administration.  The disgraceful treatment dealt to the family of the Prophet exposed Yazid and counteracted his propaganda.  The matter reached to such proportion that Yazid in public disowned and condemned the actions of his agents.

We pray Allah to help us deliver the message of Islam, offer it to others, grant us the opportunity to achieve both knowledge and piety.  Also we pray to Allah to help the oppressed people against cruelty and oppression in the Islamic world.  

Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba.

((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20
A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet (pbuh) Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:

To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.

8. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
9. Du’aas categorized and translated
10. Bulletins of Affiliation
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reach 9,956 for the month, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 17,706 as of 11-1-10.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
ABOUT CARE OF THE BULLETINS
The Bulletins of Affiliation contain the name of God and quotes from the Holy Quran, therefore PLEASE deal with it appropriately.  Do not throw it away haphazardly, and if you find any of its pages thrown away, please pick it up, tear it to small pieces then dispense with it.

((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
QUESTIONS:
MUHAMMAD'S TEACHING BY AHLUL BAYT
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	B
	|
	21.
	D

	2.
	B
	|
	22.
	D

	3.
	A
	|
	23.
	D

	4.
	A
	|
	24.
	D

	5.
	D
	|
	25.
	A

	6.
	B
	|
	26.
	A

	7.
	D
	|
	27.
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	8.
	D
	|
	28.
	A
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	C
	|
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	B
	|
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IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.
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IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS: MUHAMMAD'S TEACHING BY AHLUL BAYT

1 Who are Ahlul Bayt?

a. Wives of the Prophet (pbuh).

b. The Designated twelve Imams, starting with Ali down to the twelfth of his progeny, Al-Mahdi.

c. All the relatives of the Prophet (pbuh).

d. Wives of the Prophet (pbuh) + Ali and his descendants.
2 Explain what we are to say in the Salats about Ahlul Bayt (Aali Muhammad)?

a. We say nothing about Ahlul Bayt (Aali Muhammad).

b. We ask Allah to bless Ahlul Bayt (Aali Muhammad).

c. We pray for Ahlul Bayt (Aali Muhammad).

d. We praise Ahlul Bayt (Aali Muhammad) during Salat.
3 What are the 5 components of Usool Al-Deen?

a. Divine Oneness, Divine Justice, Prophethood, Imamah, and the Hereafter.

b. Divine Oneness, Divine Love, Prophethood, Imamah, and the Hereafter.

c. Divine Oneness, Angels, Prophethood, Imamah, and the Hereafter.

d. Divine Oneness, Holy books, Imamah, and Ma’ad.
4 What are the 8 components of Furoo' Al-Deen?

a. Salat, Saum, Zakat, Khums, Haj, Jihad, Amru bil Ma'ruf, Nahiyu unn Munkar.

b. Salat, Saum, Zakat, Khums, Haj, Jihad, Helping others, Piety.

c. Salat, Saum, Khums, Reading Quran, Jihad, Amru bil Ma'ruf, Nahiyu unn Munkar.

d. Salat, Saum, Zakat, Khums, Haj, Jihad, Amru bil Ma'ruf, visiting the shrines.
5 What is meant by Allah's Omnipotence?

a. Allah has the absolute Capability, as He Wills.

b. Incapability is a defect, and since He is above all defects, Allah's Capability is unlimited.

c. Allah produces anything He wishes through His Will.

d. All the above.
6 What are the 3 components of Allah's Perception?

a. Allah's speech.

b. Allah's All-Seeing, Allah's All-Hearing, and Allah's Omnipotence.

c. Allah's All-Seeing, All-Hearing, and Allah the Truth.

d. Allah's All-Seeing, All-Knowledge, and Allah the Truth.
7 Explain why Allah cannot be seen.

a. Our eyes see the color and shape of an object.  An object has form, shape, and is limited in space.

b. Allah Almighty does not have a body, is not bound by space, nor does He have a shape.

c. Therefore Allah cannot be seen by us.

d. Allah can be felt and perceived by us, + a, b, and c.
8 What are the practical bearings about Tawhid?

a. Tawhid is the mainstay of our lives.

b. Tawhid gives all people a focal point, the point being the Lord Allah Himself!

c. All Muslims have a great thing in common, a system of convergence toward the point, the One Creator, Allah.

d. All human creation is linked together, and this in itself will free humans from falling prey to their own wishes and desires, + a, b, and c.
9 What is the importance of Divine Justice?

a. Due to Divine Justice Allah sent Prophets to numerous communities.

b. The Prophets taught Allah's Commands and Directives.  Anyone who obeys these Directives will be compensated through the Divine Justice of Allah.

c. Because of His Divine Justice Allah created Heaven and Hell, the Day of Judgment, and the Hereafter. 

d. Divine justice is a foundation-stone of Islam + a and b.
10 What is the meaning of Wahy?

a. Inspiration of the self.

b. Revelation through Jubra'eel of the Directives of Allah.

c. Impulse of the self about the Divine.

b. Directives of Allah to a Prophet.
11 Besides the Prophets, whom did Allah safeguard against religious error, sin, and forgetfulness?

a. The twelve Designated Imams, Ali and his progeny.

b. The twelve Sahaaba.

c. The twelve rulers (Khalifas) of Benu Umayya.

d. The twelve rulers (Khalifas) of Benu Abbas.
12 What is the Shari'ah?

a. Directives (Commands) of Allah in the Quran.

b. The laws given by Allah for the correction, improvement, and perfection of humanity.

c. Constitution of Islam + a and b.

d. Directives (Commands) of Muhammad (pbuh) as the backbone of Hadith.
13 Mention 5 important points about the Holy Quran.

a. The Holy Quran is Allah's Word, revealed by Jubra'eel (Gabriel) to Muhammad (pbuh) over 23 years; its depth of meaning is limitless; is the miracle of all miracles; is most moving to persons who know Arabic.

b. The Holy Quran is Allah's Word, revealed by Jubra'eel (Gabriel) to Muhammad (pbuh) over 23 years; its depth of meaning is limitless; is the miracle of all miracles; is most moving to persons who know Arabic, and has changed societies for the better, once it was followed.

c. The Holy Quran is Allah's Word, revealed by Jubra'eel (Gabriel) to Muhammad (pbuh) over 23 years; its depth of meaning is limitless; is the miracle of all miracles; is most moving to persons who know English.

d. The Holy Quran is Allah's Word, revealed by Jubra'eel (Gabriel) to Muhammad.
14 Describe the Angels:

a. Allah created angels long before He created mankind.

b. The angels worshipped Allah and glorified Him.

c. The angels did their duties well but they disobeyed Allah sometimes + a and b.

d. The angels did their duties well and were perfectly submissive to Allah + a and b.
15 How did Iblees (Shaitan) deceive Adam and Hawwa?

a. Shaitan appeared to Adam and Hawwa as a snake.

b. Shaitan made Adam and Hawwa feel as if it was the greatest thing to approach this forbidden tree + a.

c. Shaitan made Adam and Hawwa feel as if it was the greatest thing to approach this forbidden tree + d.

d. Shaitan enticed Adam and Hawwa in the most subtle ways.
16 Was there a need for the institution of Imamah?

a. Yes of course, since the Ummah needed a long time to learn the details of the Islamic Message after Muhammad (pbuh) had died.

b. Conveying the authentic Islamic Message as Muhammad (pbuh) had taught it by way of his family (the 12 Imams) was absolutely essential, to prevent the Message from being modified by ordinary people.

c. Knowing the future course of historical events, Allah saw to it that He designated the Imams to carry on the responsibility.

d. The Imams were Heavenly Ordained, + a, b, and c.
17 Were the Imams Heavenly appointed?

a. Yes they were.

b. No they were not.

c. d + the Imams had asserted that claim.

d. Yes they were + Muhammad (pbuh) had mentioned that according to the Shi'a.
18 What are the two weighty matters Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) left after he died?

a. The Holy Quran + Ethics Hadith.

b. The Holy Quran + Ahlul Bayt.

c. The Holy Quran + Khilaafah.

d. Ahlul Bayt + Khilaafah.
19 What qualities Ahlul Bayt had?

a. Ahlul Bayt were people of honor, reverence, admiration, and esteem.

b. Ahlul Bayt were people of dignity and renown.

c. Ahlul Bayt were people constantly sought out by others who wanted to learn Islam at their hands + a and b.

d. Ahlul Bayt demanded fair compensation from people.
20 Describe in short the effort of Ahlul Bayt.

a. Ahlul Bayt were generous in guiding people, teaching them, and educating them in Islam and the Islamic Shari'ah.

b. The Quran and the Shari'ah were at the core of Ahlul Bayt's activity, and they were constantly absorbed in showing the way to others.

c. Many of the highest scholars in Islam learned at the hands of Ahlul Bayt; therefore, Ahlul Bayt acted as the cementing factor consolidating the teachings of Islam over 3 centuries + a and b.

d. Ahlul Bayt attracted only those who opposed Benu Umayya.
21 For how long did Ahlul Bayt (the Designated Imams) pass on the Corpus of Islamic Knowledge to the people?

a. From the Prophet's death up to 150 years.

b. From the Prophet's death up to 210 years.

c. From the Prophet's death up to 300 years.

d. From the Prophet's death up to over 300 years.
22 What is Ghadeer Khum?

a. A road intersection halfway between Mecca and Medina.

b. A great happening took place two weeks after the Farewell Haj.

c. The Prophet (pbuh) received a revelation (Surah  5:  Ayah  67) and he acted upon it there.

d. The Prophet (pbuh) appointed Ali to be the Wali of all Muslims + a, b, and c.
23 What happened during Ghadeer Khum?

a. Upon receiving a Revelation (Surah 5:  Ayah 67) the Prophet stopped the march of the thousands upon thousands of Hajjis.

b. People saw Muhammad (pbuh) go to an elevation, taking hold of Ali.

c. Muhammad (pbuh) gave a speech, a long oration, resolute and firm, in which he raised Ali's arm so that everyone could see; and affectionately he made a declaration.

d. As I am the Wali over you, so this Ali will be the Wali over you [after I die],  O' Lord!  Uphold him who upholds Ali;  Antagonize him who antagonizes Ali;  Advance him who Advances Ali;  Impede him who impedes Ali, and Turn the Truth with Ali wherever he goes!  + a, b, and c.
24 What did Ghadeer Khum mean in general?

a. Having recommended Ali as the leader after him the Prophet (pbuh) meant for us to follow Ali in all respects of life.

b. By following Ali we are also to follow Ahlul Bayt's revered status including what they passed down of the Islamic teachings, renowned for its accuracy.

c. Ahlul Bayt are the loved, admired, appreciated, and praised ones.

d. Ahlul Bayt passed down Muhammad's (pbuh) teachings without modifications, pure and simple + a, b, and c.
25 What is the Minor Judgment?

a. Upon death, the soul will leave the body but it will account for the deeds and misdeeds of the earthly life.

b. The two agents involved are angels by the names of Munkar and Nakeer.

c. Minor Judgment is having to answer the Islamic Jurist for a minor sin.

d. Minor Judgment is having to answer the Islamic Jurist for any sin.
26 What is the Barzakh?

a. The Barzakh is the time span between the death of a person and his return for the Day of Judgment.

b. The Barzakh is when the soul remains preserved.

c. The Barzakh is when the soul is preserved in ecstasy.

d. The Barzakh is when the soul is preserved in turmoil.
27 What is Al-Meezan?

a. The Day of Reckoning (Yawm Al-Hisaab) is when every person sees his deeds exposed in their true perspective, objectively, without emotions.

b. The evaluation on Day of Judgment, (A-Meezan) + a.

c. A scale to measure the goods in the market.

d. The evaluator.
28 Who are Al-Mu'qarraboon (the Favored Ones)?

a. Al Mu'qarraboon (Favored Ones to Allah) are the Prophets, Ahlul Bayt, the Wali, and the highly dedicated people to Islam.

b. The highly dedicated people to Islam, all Imams leading the prayers.

c. The Rulers of the Islamic Ummah through the ages.

d. Benu Umayya and Benu Abbas.
29 Who is Hell-worthy?

a. Hell will welcome those who deserve it, the hypocrites and liars, the connivers and trespassers.

b. Hell will welcome the indecent and obscene, the dictators and bad rulers, all of whom who did many evil things on earth + a.

b. Hell will welcome the indecent and obscene, the occasional sinner, the dictators and bad rulers, all of whom who did many evil things on earth + a.

c. Hell will welcome the indecent and obscene, the Non-Muslims, the dictators and bad rulers, all of whom who did many evil things on earth + a.
30 Define Du'aa.

a. Literally speaking, Du'aa is a prayer (Supplication) whereby a person asks Allah Almighty for something special.

b. Du'aa can be in any language, at anytime, anywhere + a.

c. c. The word Prayer is not truly synonymous with Salat although many people use it for the purpose.

d. d. All the above.
31 Enumerate 7 kinds of Salats besides the 5 obligatory.

a. Salat of Jumu’ah (Friday), Salat of the two Eids, Salat of Ayahs, Salat of Tawaf of Ka'ba, Salat of Janaaza (Funeral), Salat for Mayyet, and Salat of vow.

b. Salat of Jumu’ah (Friday), Salat of the two Eids, Salat of Ayahs, Salat of Tawaf of Ka'ba, Salat of Janaaza (Funeral), Salat for Mayyet, and Salat of Travel.

c. Salat of Jumu’ah (Friday), Salat of the two Eids, Salat of Ayahs, Salat of Tawaf of Ka'ba, Salat of Janaaza (Funeral), Salat for Mayyet, and Salat of Fainting.

d. Salat of Jumu’ah (Friday), Salat of the two Eids, Salat of Ayahs, Salat of Tawaf of Ka'ba, Salat of Janaaza (Funeral), Salat for Mayyet, and Salat of Forgiveness.
((((((((((·((((((((((
Sayings about Companions & Friendship

Imam al-Sajjad [a] said: "The meeting of the righteous invites you to goodness."

Imam al-Sajjad [a] said: "Beware of the companionship of the sinful, and helping of the unjust."[image: image4.png]
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