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لَهُ دَعْوَةُ الْحَقِّ ۖ وَالَّذِينَ يَدْعُونَ مِنْ دُونِهِ لَا يَسْتَجِيبُونَ لَهُمْ بِشَيْءٍ إِلَّا كَبَاسِطِ كَفَّيْهِ إِلَى الْمَاءِ لِيَبْلُغَ فَاهُ وَمَا هُوَ بِبَالِغِهِ ۚ وَمَا دُعَاءُ الْكَافِرِينَ إِلَّا فِي ضَلَالٍ
Unto Him is the real prayer. Those unto whom they pray beside Allah respond to them not at all, except as one who stretches forth his hands toward water wishing it may come unto his mouth, but it will never reach it. The prayer of disbelievers goes (far) astray.
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	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH

One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.



	AL-HALIM
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Allah is forbearing in the punishment of the guilty.

Allah waits, giving time to the sinner to realize his guilt and ask forgiveness in order that He may forgive him rather than punish him. He has absolute power and is just. Yet He is gentle and compassionate; He prefers to pardon the guilty rather than take vengeance.

So many among us deny Him, revolt against Him, disobey Him, tyrannize His good servants, mistreat His creation and tyrannize themselves. And they keep doing this, not even getting a bellyache from eating what is stolen from orphans. Do not think that they will go unpunished. Allah al-Alim knows. Allah al-Adl judges. But Allah the gentle al-Halim waits, preferring to see them regret, change, repent, compensate for the harm they have done, so that He may forgive them and transform them into good servants rather than destroy them.

In this compassionate attribute of Allah there is a breath of relief for all of us. Is there a day or an hour that passes in which we have not sinned? If Allah were prompt in His punishment, not giving us time to realize what we have done and its consequences, and to beg His forgiveness and hope for His mercy, there wouldn't be a man alive on the face of the earth.

Allah loves those pure and clean hearts that, like clear mirrors, reflect Allah's beautiful attributes. Allah loves the gentle halim man who is not ready to condemn, to avenge, but rather waits and hopes that his adversary will change and become halim himself.

Abd al-Halim is blessed with perfect character. His mani​festation is gentleness and forgiveness. Although having the power to punish and to take revenge, Allah will forgive and treat kindly the ones who tyrannize Him. He will be forbearing in the face of the treachery of the deceitful and the stupidity of the vile. Yet he is always victorious over the mean with his gentleness.



	Sayings of Imam Al-Baaqir, the 5th Imam

	( Imam Baaqir said: 
"The best means by which servants can obtain nearness to Allah, Mighty and Glorious, is the obedience to Allah, the obedience to His Messenger, and the obedience to those charged with (spiritual) authority."

Then, he added: "The love of us (Ahlul Bayt) is Faith and the maligning of us is infidelity.".    Al-Kafi, Vol. 1, Page. 187

	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	( The Holy Prophet [s] said: "Train your children in three things: the love of your Prophet, the love of his progeny, i.e. Ahlul-Bayt, and recitation of the Quran."      AI-Jami' al-Saghir, Vol. 1, Page. 14
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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 8,174 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 90 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.

((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
ربيعه بن كعب 
الصحابي الجليل
Rabi’ah ibn Ka’b
 (The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 
Here is the story of Rabi’ah told in his own words: "I was still quite young when the light of faith shone through me and my heart was opened to Islam. When my eyes beheld the Messenger of God, I loved him with a love of the possessed, to the exclusion of everyone else.

One day I said to myself:

'Woe to you, Rabi'ah, why don't you put yourself completely in the service of the Messenger of God.  If he is pleased with you, you would find happiness in being near him. You will be successful through love for him and you will have the good fortune of obtaining the good in this world and the good in the next.'

This I did, hoping that he would accept me in his service. The Prophet did not dash my hopes, he was pleased. From that day, I lived in the shadow of the noble Prophet. I went with him wherever he went. I moved in his orbit whenever and wherever he turned. Whenever he cast a glance in my direction, I would leap to stand in his presence. Whenever he expressed a need, he would find me hurrying to fulfill it.

I would serve him throughout the day. When the day was over and he had prayed Salat al-Ishaa and retired to his home, I would think about leaving. But I would soon say to myself:

'Where would you go, Rabi'ah? Perhaps you may be required to do something for the Prophet during the night.' So I would remain seated at his door and would not leave the threshold of his house. The Prophet would spend part of his night engaged in Salat. I would hear him reciting the opening chapter of the Quran and he would continue reciting sometimes for a third or a half of the night. I would become tired and leave or my eyes would get the better of me and I would fall asleep.

It was the habit of the Prophet, peace be on him, that if someone did him a good turn, he repays that person with a higher reward. He wanted to do something for me too in return for my service to him. So one day he came up tome and said: 'O Rabi'ah ibn Ka’b.' 'Labbayk ya rasulullah ─At your command, O Messenger of God and may God grant you happiness,' I responded. 'Ask of me anything, he said, and I will give it to you.'

I thought a little and then said: 'Give me some time, O Messenger of God, to think about what I should ask of you. Then I will let you know.' He agreed.

At that time, I was a young man and poor. I had neither family, nor wealth, nor place of abode. I used to shelter in the Saffah of the mosque with other poor Muslims like myself. People used to call us the "guests of Islam". Whenever any Muslim brought something in charity to the Prophet, he would send it all to us. And if someone gave him a gift he would take some of it and leave the rest for us.

So, it occurred to me to ask the Prophet for some worldly good to save me from poverty. Soon, however, I said to myself: 'Woe to you Rabi'ah. The world is temporary and will pass away. You have your share of sustenance in it which God has guaranteed and which must come to you. The Prophet, peace be on him, has a place with his Lord and no request would be refused him. Request him therefore, to ask Allah to grant you something of the bounty of the hereafter.'

I felt pleased and satisfied with this thought. I went to the Prophet and he asked: 'What do you say, O Rabi'ah?' 'O Messenger of God,' I said, 'I ask you to beseech God most High on my behalf to make me your companion in Paradise.'

'Who has advised you thus?' asked the Prophet.

'By God,' I said, 'No one has advise me. But when you told me 'Ask of me anything and I will give to you,' I thought of asking you for something of the goodness of this world. But before long, I was guided to choose what is permanent and lasting against what is only perishable. And so I have asked you to beseech God on my behalf that I may be your companion in Paradise.'

The Prophet remained silent for a long while and then asked: 'Any other request besides that, Rabi'ah?' 'No, O Messenger of God, Nothing can match what I have asked you.' 'Then, in that case, assist me for your sake by performing much prostration to God.' 

So I began to exert myself in worship in order to attain the good fortune of being with the Prophet in Paradise just as I had the good fortune of being in his service and being his companion in this world.

Not long afterwards, the Prophet called me and asked: 'Don't you want to get married, Rabi'ah?' 'I do not want anything to distract me from your service,' I replied. 'Moreover, I don't have anything to give as mahr (dowry) to a wife nor any place to accommodate a wife.'

The Prophet remained silent. When he saw me again he asked: 'Don't you want to get married, Rabi'ah?' I gave him the same reply as before. Left to myself again, I regretted what I had said and chided myself: 'Woe to you, Rabi'ah. By God, the Prophet knows better than you what is good for you in this world and the next and he also knows better than you what you possess. By God, if the Prophet, peace be on him, should ask me again to marry, I would reply positively.'

Before long, the Prophet asked me once more: 'Don't you want to get married 'Rabi'ah?'

'Oh yes, Messenger of God,' I replied, 'but who will marry me when I am in the state you know.' 'Go to the family of so-and-so and say to them: the Prophet has instructed you to give your daughter in marriage to me.'

Timidly, I went to the family and said: 'The Messenger of God, peace be on him, has sent me to you to ask you to give your daughter in marriage to me.' 'Our daughter?' they asked, incredulously at first. 'Yes,' I replied.

'Welcome to the Messenger of God, and welcome to his messenger. By God, the messenger of God's Messenger shall only return with his mission fulfilled. 'So they made a marriage contract between me and her. I went back to the Prophet and reported:

'O Messenger of Allah. I have come from the best of homes. They believed me, they welcomed me, and they made a marriage contract between me and their daughter. But from where do I get the mahr for her?'

The Prophet then sent for Buraydah ibn al-Khasib, one of the leading persons in my tribe, the Banu Asiam, and said to him: 'O Buraydah, collect a nuwat's weight in gold for Rabi'ah.

This they did and the Prophet said to me: 'Take this to them and say, this is the sadaq of your daughter.' I did so and they accepted it. They were pleased and said, This is much and good.' I went back to the Prophet and told him: 'I have never yet seen a people more generous than they. They were pleased with what I gave them in spite of its being little...Where can I get something for the walimah (marriage feast), O Prophet of God?'

The Prophet said to Buraydah 'Collect the price of a ram for Rabi'ah.' They bought a ram for me and then the Prophet told me: 'Go to A’isha and tell her to give you whatever barley she has.'

A’isha gave me a bag of barley and said: 'By God, we do not have any other food.' I set off with the ram and the barley to my wife's family. They said: 'We will prepare the barley but get your friends to prepare the ram for you.'

We slaughtered, skinned and cooked the ram. So we had bread and meat for the walimah. I invited the Prophet and he accepted my invitation.

The Prophet then gave me a piece of land near Abu Bakr's. From then I became concerned with the material things. I had a dispute with Abu Bakr over a palm tree.

'It is in my land,' I insisted. 'No, it is in my land,' Abu Bakr countered. We started to argue. Abu Bakr cursed me, but as soon as he had uttered the offending word, he felt sorry and said to me: 'Rabi’ah, say the same word to me so that it could be considered as qisas -just retaliation.' 'No by God, I shall not,' I said.

'In that case, replied Abu Bakr. 'I shall go to the Messenger of God and complain to him about your refusal to retaliate against me measure for measure.'

He set off and I followed him. My tribe, the Banu Asiam, also set off behind me protesting indignantly: 'He's the one who cursed you first and then he goes off to the Prophet before you to complain about you!' I turned to them and said: 'Woe to you! Do you know who this is? This is Al-Siddiq... and he is the respected elder of the Muslims. Go back before he turns around, sees you and thinks that you have come to help me against him. He would then be more incensed and go to the Prophet in anger. The Prophet would get angry on his account. Then Allah would be angry on their account and Rabi'ah would be finished.' They turned back.

Abu Bakr went to the Prophet and related the incident as it had happened. The Prophet raised his head and said to me:

'O Rabi'ah, what went wrong between you and al-Siddiq?'  I replied, 'Messenger of God, he wanted me to say the same words to him as he had said them to me and I refused.'

'Yes, don't say the same word to him as he had said to you. Instead say to him: 'May God forgive you Abu Bakr.' 
With tears in his eyes, Abu Bakr went away while saying: 

'May God reward you with goodness for my sake, O Rabi’ah ibn Ka’b... 'May God reward you with goodness for my sake, O Rabi’ah ibn Ka’b..." 
────══════•══════────


Tha Essence and the Core of Islam
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
I advise you and myself in piety, respect and obedience of Allah (swt) and his divine rules, paying careful attention to our choices and the rules of our action.  
Islam is not only: a religion as the West understands, but Islam is a socio-political order, a world-view, and a way of life.  In Islam all aspects of man's physical, mental and spiritual needs are considered and met. Moreover, Islam is a tradition, which contains many levels of meaning and degrees of application. 
	Islam is a religion based upon giving in to Allah’s Will, in other words it is surrender (Tasleem) to the Will of God [Allah], based upon knowledge of His Unity (Tawhid).  Islam is the reli​gion of subservience to Allah, the Supreme Reality, from whom all orders or reality issue forth, and to whom everything returns.  Allah is the Origin, the Creator, Ruler, and Sustainer and to Him is the End.  Islam means living according to the Will of Allah Almighty in order to gain peace within, in this world, and felicity in the world to come (the hereafter).  The Holy Quran says in Surah 4 (al-Nisaa), Ayah 69:
وَمَنْ يُطِعِ اللَّهَ وَالرَّسُولَ فَأُولَٰئِكَ مَعَ الَّذِينَ أَنْعَمَ اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِمْ مِنَ النَّبِيِّينَ وَالصِّدِّيقِينَ وَالشُّهَدَاءِ وَالصَّالِحِينَ ۚ وَحَسُنَ أُولَٰئِكَ رَفِيقًا

	And all who obey Allah and His Messenger [Muhammad], 

are with those upon whom Allah has bestowed favors, of the Prophets, and the Truthful ones, and excellent are these as companions.”


This is a reminder about the belief in and obedience to Allah and His messenger as the essence of Islam.  Those who truly believe and obey Allah and His Messenger are truly strong in their servitude and submission, not only in words but also in deeds, and not only in public but also within their selves.  Such superb believers shall be placed in the rank of those upon whom Allah has bestowed favors —the straight path.  The Straight Path is the Path Muslims implore the Almighty to grant them, be it in their daily prayers or in their supplications.  This is affirmed in Surah 1 (al-Fatiha), Ayah 6-7: 
	اهْدِنَا الصِّرَاطَ الْمُسْتَقِيمَ     صِرَاطَ الَّذِينَ أَنْعَمْتَ عَلَيْهِمْ غَيْرِ الْمَغْضُوبِ عَلَيْهِمْ وَلَا الضَّالِّينَ

	“Guide us to the Straight Path, 

the path of those upon whom thou hast bestowed favors, 

not of those inflicted by thy wrath, nor of those gone astray.” 


	There is a difference between the straight path and the ways, however. The ways may coexist with polytheism, since each of the ways has some distinction or some deficiency, but it is distinguished from the other ways. This may be inferred from the above-mentioned verses as well as from others.  For example, Allah says in Surah 36 (Yassin), Ayah 61:
وَأَنِ اعْبُدُونِي ۚ هَٰذَا صِرَاطٌ مُسْتَقِيمٌ

	And that you should worship Me; this is the Straight Path


Allah also says in Surah 6 (al-Anaam), Ayah 161-163:
	قُلْ إِنَّنِي هَدَانِي رَبِّي إِلَىٰ صِرَاطٍ مُسْتَقِيمٍ دِينًا قِيَمًا مِلَّةَ إِبْرَاهِيمَ حَنِيفًا ۚ وَمَا كَانَ مِنَ الْمُشْرِكِينَ
قُلْ إِنَّ صَلَاتِي وَنُسُكِي وَمَحْيَايَ وَمَمَاتِي لِلَّهِ رَبِّ الْعَالَمِينَ

	Say [O Muhammad]: " As for me, my Lord has guided me to the straight path;

an established (right) religion, the faith of Ibrahim, the upright, 

and he was not of the polytheists."


From the above verses it may be concluded that Straight Path is a sort of controller of all aspects of our lives in this world and in the hereafter.  

Islam is life itself and it incorporates: a) what we do, b) what we make, c) what we think, and d) what we feel, e) and it addresses the question of where we come from and to where we will go. 

Imam al-Saadiq (a.s.) said:    (Ma’ani al-Akhbar, Shaikh Mufeed, Page 254, Look at the word: Al-Siraat Al-Mustaqim.)    
هی الطریق الی معرفة الله  وهما صراطان:  صراط فی الدنیا    وصراط فی الاخرة 
فامّا الصراط فی الدنیا فهو الامام المفترض الطاعة
"The Straight Path is the path to the knowledge of Allah.  

There are two paths however, one in this world and the other in the next.  

1. As for the one in this world, it is the path toward the Imam whose obedience is obligatory; whosoever knows him in this world and follows his guidance, shall proceed on the Siraat [Path during Day of Judgment] in the next world; 

2. As to the one who does not know him in this world, his foot shall slip (over that bridge) in the next world, and he shall fall down into the fire of hell."
To an English-speaking audi​ence, Islam is often advertised as a "monotheistic religion in the tradition of Judaism and Christianity” but there is difference between this attitude and Islam’s concept of monotheism.  It is not that there is only one God and that is that. What makes us different from Judaism and Christianity is that we believe in One God (Allah), and believe that only Allah is to be worshipped and, further​more, we must try to provide a good field upon which we establish our lives: individual life, family life, and social life.


Islam emphasizes the fact that Allah is al-Ahad, the One, that He is transcendent vis-a.-vis everything.  That is why the Central Truth of Islam is contained in the Shahaada or testimony of Islam, which among other things means that there is only one God (Allah); there cannot be a like to or a partner unto Him.  This doctrine is so central to Islam that Allah will for​give all sins except the sin of shirk, or of taking a partner unto Him [God].
In fact the core of Islam is wrapped in the message of La Ilaaha illallah: “There are no deities but Allah”.  In other words, we turn away not only from idols of wood and stone, but also the idols of ideology and grand industrial temples.  Today, humanity, spurred by Western cul​ture, worships many things, but above all it worships itself.  Secularism as the ideology of Western countries emphasizes material life.  In other words they are being sacrificed in the grand material temple. This new shirk tells people to worship themselves.  Everyone is a god!

Islam is not just a part of life; it contains the whole of it.  In fact, Islam incorpo​rates what we do, what we make, what we think and what we feel, and it addresses the question of where we come from and where we are headed.  That is why the Islamic religion always uses the term al-deen as embracing all facets of life, leaving nothing outside its dominion, for it is all-inclusive.  In the traditional Islamic perspective there is nothing secular, nothing outside the realm governed by the religion as ordained by Allah.
Western dream is to be a society in which everyone is his or her own god, and does what he or she wants to do, regardless of consequences.  This may prove to be attractive to many.  In other words, do what you want, do what you feel, and you are going to be right!  Each man is his own judge and jury. 

	 
But in Islam a man's role is honorable, because of his sacrifice and responsi​bility. A virtuous man is a pious one, a noble man who works hard, provides for his family, goes out of his way for his wife and is faithful to her.  It is very difficult for Muslim mentality to even understand atheism, to understand how people can live without religion, or to conceive how people can go through life without awareness of the presence of the Transcendent Reality, which is Allah.  Allah tells us in the Quran, Surah 51 (al-Thariyat), Ayah 56 that:
وَمَا خَلَقْتُ الْجِنَّ وَالْإِنْسَ إِلَّا لِيَعْبُدُونِ

	“[Allah says:] And [tell them O’ Muhammad]: 

I have not created the Jin and mankind except to worship Me 


So, rather than worshipping God, some people worship ideas and they attribute powers to these ideas. They may believe that gov​ernments are all-powerful, or flags, ethnicities, tribes or languages hold mystical powers, and may take the place of God in their consciousness.


But we, as Muslims, reject all of this, because we know that this is no more than shirk (partnership with God), and shirk is the unforgivable sin.  And why is it unforgivable? Because the essence of Islam is that we believe in Allah, worship Him, and He is the Center of all our efforts.  It is this open-ended link, as an ever-present Path, which exists between man and the Creator that counts; otherwise we would cor​rupt the purity of our beautiful faith.
When Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) came with a Message from God, the Arabs of that time were not atheists.  They believed in Allah, they believed that He was the Supreme deity and, most inter​estingly, they believed He could not be represented by a physical idol.  However, they also believed that many idols interceded on their behalf (over three hundred lesser gods, in fact!).  In other words, the pagans believed that there were channels between the individual and God and that these idols needed to be wor​shipped.
For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.

When forty years old, Muhammad (pbuh) was appointed as Prophet.  One day, while at the Cave of Hiraa, Angel Gabriel brought him revelation from God and informed him that the Almighty had chosen him as the Prophet.  The Quran says in Surah 96 (al-Alaq), Ayah 1-5:
	اقْرَأْ بِاسْمِ رَبِّكَ الَّذِي خَلَقَ ….

	“Read in the name of thy Lord who created…”



After the revelation Muhammad (pbuh) went home, shaken by the experience.  But once again archangel Gabriel descended and revealed another revelation commanding him to reach out to people and deliver the Message.  In the beginning the Prophet propagated the Islamic Message in confidence, and a few men embraced Islam.  At first his wife, Khadija, and then Ali (the 10 year old) accepted his Prophethood. (Tarikh Abi al-Fida, Vol. 1, Page 116.  Also Seerah of Ibn Hisham, Vol. 1, Page 240.)  Then other people began to embrace Islam slowly but surely, all being circumspect about the new faith, but quite enthusiastic among themselves.  For three long years, the Message continued to be confidential but highly magnetic.

By then God commanded Muhammad (pbuh) to invite people to Islam in the open. This was a perilous job because the leaders in Mecca, almost with ranks of Rulers, vehemently opposed the Message.  They preferred to continue with the status quo, even though the silent majority was in poor conditions of harsh local customs, mores, and traditions. 


But the Prophet of God has received a Message from God to be conveyed to mankind, notwithstanding how people felt or desired.  The Message was a religion (deen) that is a magnificent way of life with human duties that guarantee the real salvation of man.  It was to free mankind from its shackles and to be its salvation in the earthly life as well as in the Hereafter.


Revealed religion in general consists of two parts: 1) doctrine and 2) practice or methodology.  The doctrine consists of three universal principles: a) unity (Tawhid), b) Prophethood (Nubuwwah), and c) eschatol​ogy (Ma’ad). 


As to the practice part of religion, it consists of two kinds: a) morals (akhlaaq), and b) actions (a'mal). The morals and actions related to the person are of two kinds:  first, the quality of faith, sincerity, surrender to God, contentment and humility; and second, the daily prayers, fasting, and sacrifice. The morals and actions related to society are also of two kinds: first, the quality of love for other men, wishing well for others, justice and gener​osity; and second, the duty to carry out social intercourse, trade and exchange, etc. 
We pray Allah to help us deliver the message of Islam, share it with others, to be faithful advisors, and grant us the opportunity to achieve both knowledge and piety.  We ask Allah to forgive us and forgive our fathers and mothers, and grant us salvation in this world and in the hereafter. 

Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba.
((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20
A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:

To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.

8. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
9. Du’aas categorized and translated
10. Bulletins of Affiliation
11. Statistics monthly
12. Statistics of current and previous years.
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reach 11,242 for the January month, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 18,924 as of  2-9-11.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
ABOUT CARE OF THE BULLETINS
The Bulletins of Affiliation contain the name of God and quotes from the Holy Quran, therefore PLEASE deal with it appropriately.  Do not throw it away haphazardly, and if you find any of its pages thrown away, please pick it up, tear it to small pieces then dispense with it.

((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
QUESTIONS:
LIFE OF AHLUL BAYT
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	C
	|
	21.
	B

	2.
	C
	|
	22.
	B

	3.
	C
	|
	23.
	C

	4.
	A
	|
	24.
	C

	5.
	B
	|
	25.
	D

	6.
	B
	|
	26.
	A

	7.
	B
	|
	27.
	C

	8.
	B
	|
	28.
	A

	9.
	A
	|
	29.
	A

	10.
	C
	|
	30.
	B

	11.
	D
	|
	31.
	B

	12.
	A
	|
	32.
	B

	13
	B
	|
	33.
	D

	14.
	D
	|
	34.
	C

	15.
	A
	|
	35.
	B

	16.
	A
	|
	36.
	D

	17.
	C
	|
	37.
	

	18.
	A
	|
	38.
	

	19.
	A
	|
	39.
	

	20.
	A
	|
	40.
	


 ((((((((((·((((((((((
IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.

((((((((((·((((((((((

IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS: LIFE OF AHLUL BAYT
1. Who asked Fatima's hand in marriage?

a. A number of notable Muslims wished to marry her.

b. a + Fatima did not accept to marry any of them.

c. a, b, + When Ali (a.s.) asked, however, the answer was yes.

d. a, b, c, + Arrangement made without her consent.
2 Describe Ali's role in the battle of Badr.

a. Ali killed his challenger right away.

b. a + Ali fell like lightening on the enemy.

c. a, b, + slew 40% of the enemy.

d. a, b, + stayed by the Prophet (pbuh) to protect him.
3 What was Ali's role in the Ohod battle?

a. Ali slew all 9 leaders carrying the flag, thus demoralizing the enemy.

b. At a critical moment Ali stood by the Prophet (pbuh) defending him.

c. a, b, + Ali repulsed waves of attackers, killing their leaders and making them flee.

b a, b, c, + At this battle Ali was nick-named: The Lion of Allah.
4 Who was the second son to Fatima and Ali?

a. Al-Husain.

b. Al-Abbas.

c. Al-Hasan.

d. Al-Muhsin.
5 Who was Amr, the hero of the disbelievers?

a. Amr was reputed to have killed every challenger he faced, perhaps 1000.

b. Amr had a scary appearance, a big man, with a large slightly curved nose, bushy eyebrows, and beady eyes, was masculine, grotesque, and overpowering.
c. Amr was reputed as the unconquerable a + b.
d. Amr was the ruler of Quraish, and their means of terror.
6 Describe the feeling of the disbelievers when their hero Amr was slain by Ali.

a. The spirit of the disbelievers was crushed, very low.

b. a + The dispirited disbelievers could not think a general attack was possible.

c. The disbelievers were elated.

d. The disbelievers were ready to attack immediately.
7 Describe the effect on the Muslims when Amr was slain by Ali.

a. Excitedly the Muslim's spirits shot sky high.

b. Instead of fear and anxiety Muslims had pride and self-confidence + a.

c. a + Muslims kept jumping with joy.

b. a + Muslims fell on their knees in prayer and deliverance.
8. How did the Prophet (pbuh) describe Ali's knowledge?

a. By saying, Ali is very knowledgeable in Islam.

b. By saying, “I am the Abode of enlightenment and Ali is its gateway.  He who wants to reach this abode, should come through the gateway.”
c. By saying, Ali is the treasure of knowledge.
d. By saying, Ali's knowledge is greater than all people in Mecca.
9 Recite the Ayah of Purification of Ahlul Bayt.

a. Verily, Allah has decreed to purify you, O' Ahlul Bayt, and sanctify you in a perfect way.

b O Faithful, Ahlul Bayt have been rendered pure and sinless.

c O Believers, Ahlul Bayt have been purified.

d O Mankind, Ahlul Bayt have been thoroughly purified.
10 Why were Ahlul Bayt purified by Allah (swt)?

a. Allah knew the tremendous contribution they would do for Islam in the years ahead.

b Allah knew that they would be persistent in teaching Islam correctly just as they learned it from Muhammad (pbuh).

c Allah knew that Ahlul Bayt would sacrifice everything to teach Islam in its authentic unadulterated form + a & b.

d Allah loved them very much and wanted to reward them.
11 What is the significance of Muhammad saying, “Verily, the similitude of Ahlul Bayt is like that of Noah's ark, he who takes it will have saved himself, and he who ignores it will have drowned.”?

a. That Muhammad's teachings as transmitted by Ahlul Bayt will save us.

b. a, + Ahlul Bayt's teachings are the pure and direct teachings of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) without any change, personal reflections or elucidations.
c.  To follow Muhammad's teachings in its pure form will save us.
d. a, b, c, + Ahlul Bayt would never compromise Islam.
12 Report what the Prophet (pbuh) said about Al-Hasan and Al-Husain.

a. ”Those who love Al-Hasan and Al-Husain will have loved me, and those who malign them will have maligned me.”

b. “Those who love Al-Hasan and Al-Husain will have loved me, and those who praise them will have praised me.”

c. “Those who love Al-Hasan and Al-Husain will have loved me, and those who compliment them will have complimented me.”

d. “Those who love Al-Hasan and Al-Husain will have loved me, and those who appreciate them will have appreciated me.”
13 Recite 2 Hadiths Muhammad (pbuh) mentioned on behalf of Ali.

a. Ali is of me and I am of Ali and none delivers except I and Ali.

b. a, + The love of Ali is faith and the aversion from him is hypocrisy.

c. a, + Oh Ali, you will clarify to the whole wide world what they had differed in, after me.

d. a, + Ali is the brother of every Mu'min, after me.
14 Describe the Mubaahala experience.

a. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) took Al-Hasan and Al-Husain to represent his children; Fatima to represent women; and Ali to represent himself.

b. The group represented Ahlul Bayt as the Quran has delineated.

c. a, + Took his wives A'isha and Umm Salama.

d. a + b + The Christians declined to proceed with Mubaahala, seeing the sincerity of Muhammad (pbuh).
15 What is the significance of the term “OURSELVES” in the Mubaahala?

a. Muhammad (pbuh) interpreted the term “OURSELVES” in the Ayah to mean Ali, as if Ali was the replica of the self of the Prophet.

b. Muhammad (pbuh) interpreted OURSELVES in the Ayah to mean Abu Bakr, as if Abu Bakr was the replica of the self of the Prophet.

c. Muhammad (pbuh) interpreted OURSELVES in the Ayah to mean Omar, as if Omar was the replica of the self of the Prophet.

d. Muhammad (pbuh) interpreted OURSELVES in the Ayah to mean Uthman, as if Uthman was the replica of the self of the Prophet.

16 Where is Ghadeer Khum?

a Ghadeer Khum is almost half-way between Mecca and Medina.

b Ghadeer Khum is almost one mile from Mecca.

c Ghadeer Khum is almost one mile from Medina.

d Ghadeer Khum is east of Mecca.
17 Explain what happened at Ghadeer Khum.

a At Ghadeer Khum, the Prophet (pbuh) delivered a profound speech.

b The Prophet stood on an elevation so that the multitude of thousands of people could see and hear him well.

c a + b + With a tone of emphasis the Prophet (pbuh) held Ali for everyone to see and declared his support of Ali.

d Muhammad's declaration was done in the absence of Ali.
18 Quote what the Prophet (pbuh) said at Ghadeer Khum in regard to Ali. 

a With a tone of emphasis the Prophet (pbuh) held Ali for everyone to see and declared:  “O' People!  Whosoever I am his Wali [leader], so is Ali to be his Wali [leader], O' Lord, uphold him who upholds Ali and antagonize him who antagonizes Ali, and support him who supports Ali and impede him who impedes Ali and let the truth revolve with Ali wherever he goes.”

b “O' People, Ali is my brother, love him as I do.”

c “O' People, Ali is my Khalifa, love him as I do, and follow his example.”

d “O' People, Ali is my deputy, follow him after my death.”
19 The Quran says that we obey Allah, the Prophet (pbuh), and the ones in charge of us.  Who are the ones in charge of us?

a Ahlul Bayt.

b Ahlul Bayt and the wives of the Prophet (pbuh).

c Any Ruler of the Islamic Ummah.

d Any Sahaabi (Companion of the Prophet).
20 Who are those profound in knowledge about the Quran?

a. Ahlul Bayt.

b. Ahlul Bayt and the wives of the Prophet (pbuh).

c. Any Ruler of the Islamic Ummah.

d. Any Sahaabi (Companion of the Prophet).
21 What is the reason Ali did not give his allegiance to Abu Bakr at first?

a Because Ali liked the Khilaafah very much.

b Because the Prophet (pbuh) had verbally wanted Ali to be his successor.

c Because Fatima wanted Ali to be the Prophet's successor.

d a, +  His wife Fatima wanted him to be Khalifa.
22 Was Ali the only one who did not give allegiance to Abu Bakr at first?

a Yes, except for Ibn Abbas.

b Yes, except for Ibn Abbas and many Sahaaba.

c Yes, except for Ibn Abbas and many Sahaaba, and most people in Medina

d Yes, except for Ibn Abbas and many Sahaaba, and most people in Mecca.
23 What was Fatima's reaction when Ali was bypassed for the Khilaafah?

a Pained and hurtful, since the Prophet (pbuh) wanted Ali to succeed him.

b When Ali refused to give allegiance to Abu Bakr, Abu Bakr and Omar visited his home.

c a, b, + It is narrated that Fatima was angry with Abu Bakr till the day she died.

d a, +  When Ali refused to give allegiance to Abu Bakr, Abu Bakr and Omar visited his home and they were welcomed appreciatively.
24 What is the importance of Imamah in relation to Khilaafah?

a Imamah is a spiritual leadership, with a strict administration of the nation in the Islamic way.

b Imamah is an extension of Prophethood but without the matter of Revelation. 

c a, b, +  If Ali had ruled as the Prophet (pbuh) had designated, the welfare of the Islamic nation would have been vastly different, and vastly improved.

d a, b, +  Imamah has nothing to do with Khilaafah.
25 What is meant by Al-Nass (Designation)?

a Al-Nass means that Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) had designated Ali as the Imam of the Ummah.

b Ali was to follow in the Prophet's footsteps after the Prophet's death.

c Al-Nass also means each Imam appoints the one to follow him until the 12th Imam, Al-Mahdi.

d a, b, c, +  Done according to the “Information of Designation” given by Jubra'eel to the Prophet (pbuh).
26 Explain the Ismah.

a. Ismah means Allah has safeguarded all the Prophets and the Divinely Commissioned Imams after Prophet Muhammad from Religious error, from sin, and from forgetfulness.

b a, +  And from want.

c a, +  And from demands.

d a, +  And from Virtue.
27 Quote a saying of Imam Ali about knowledge.

a. He, whose humility has diminished, his piety has dwindled.

b. The ultimate wisdom for man is to know himself; and so, the one who knows his own self attains wisdom and the one who disregards it is lost.

c. A+b+ Religion is a store and knowledge is the route to it.

d. Religion is true wisdom and knowledge is one of its keys.
28 Quote a saying of Imam Ali about goodness of character.

a Many a mighty man was ruined by his [poor] character and many a humble one rose to honor and glory on account of [good character].

b Honesty is a Divine tongue.  
c To fulfill promises is the highest form of integrity.  Truth means conformity of speech with the Divine mode of working. 

d The most effective way of achieving Divine blessing is to harbor universal benevolence for all humanity.  The most effective way of achieving Divine blessing is to pray all the time.
29 Quote a saying of Imam Ali about children.

a To kiss a child is compassion; to kiss a woman is passion; to kiss one's parent is like prayer and to kiss a brother Muslim is a demonstration of faith.

b Excessive censure and reproach open the door to obstinacy and persistence. 

c Destroy the evil in others by eliminating it from yourself.

d Destroy the evil in others as well as in your children.
30 What was the degree of help Ali rendered to Omar?

a During Omar's reign Ali gave his opinion whenever asked.

b a, +  Shari'ah, Fiqh, Administration, or otherwise there was always Ali to consult.

c a, +  Islamic philosophy, calligraphy, or Management problems.

d a, +  Tafseer, Algebra, Math problems, or otherwise.
31 What is Saheefa of Ali?

a Tafseer of the Quran.

b Hadith.

c Al-Ah'kaam.

d The white Jafr.
32 What is Al-Ah'kaam?

a Ah'kaam are the rules and regulations of acts of worship.

b a, +  Personal relationship, personal behavior.

c a, +  Personal matters regarding war.

d a, +  Personal matters regarding marriage.
33 Mention a saying of Imam Ali about learned men.

a The pursuit of knowledge is more incumbent upon you than endeavor for livelihood; for, your livelihood has been apportioned and guaranteed by Allah the Just One and will be provided to you.  Knowledge is stored with its possessors and you have been commanded to acquire it from them.

b Allah's most complete gift is life based on knowledge.

c A+b+ The innumerable fools have made the learned very scarce.

d The learned men are the living ones in the dead mass of ignorance.
34 Mention a saying of Imam Ali about teaching.

a To respect the learned is to respect Allah.  Knowledge creates fear of Allah.

b Practice makes knowledge perfect.

c To teach is to learn.

d Knowledge kills ignorance.
35 Mention a saying of Ali about good will.

a There is no evil greater than falsehood.

b It is Allah's desire that every man should have goodwill toward the rest of humanity.

c a, +  Lack of forgiveness in a man is his greatest shortcoming, and vindictiveness is the worst of transgressions.

d a, +  Enhance your worthiness by overlooking matters of inconsequence.
36 Mention a saying of Ali about gathering wisdom.

a When a man's origin is noble, both his exterior and interior are honorable.

b a, +  No one conceals a matter in his heart but gives himself away in slips of the tongue or expressions of the face.

c a, b, +  The highest knowledge for man is the knowledge of his own self.

d Gather wisdom even from those who are astray.

((((((((((·((((((((((
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