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مَنْ كَانَ يُرِيدُ الْحَيَاةَ الدُّنْيَا وَزِينَتَهَا نُوَفِّ إِلَيْهِمْ أَعْمَالَهُمْ فِيهَا وَهُمْ فِيهَا لَا يُبْخَسُونَ
Those who desire the life of the present and its glitter,- to them we shall pay (the price of) their deeds therein,- without diminution.
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Ij’tihaad in Islam 
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	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH

One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.



	AL-ADHIM
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Allah is the Greatest-on the earth below and in the heavens above, in realms where our sight cannot reach and of which our minds cannot conceive. His is the absolute and perfect greatness. The greatness we know is all relative, and all of it is a witness to His being the Greatest. No greatness can be compared to His. The greatest thing we are able to know still has needs. How could the absolute Greatest have needs? Allah al-Adhim has no needs. He is the satisfier of all needs.

We call some among us great. Greatness, in man, depends upon one's work, one's achievement. We call some among these great ones "greatest"-those whose work is greatest. The work of these is nothing in comparison to the billions of greater works of Allah al-Adhim. The greatest man is one of Allah's works. The greatest work that he has done is one of Allah's works. Allah's humblest work, a blade of grass with its pulsating cells transforming the earth, the water, the air, the light of the sun into life, color, and sustenance for all His other works-all this is a factory containing mysteries that no botanist could venture to imagine. For seeing the great​ness of the Greatest, that blade of grass is a witness vast enough to surpass our comprehension. You who cannot even understand the mystery in the creation of that blade of grass must compare it to countless other things visible and invisible, reachable with all your telescopes and micro​scopes, unknowable in your wildest imagination, to see His greatness.

In your minuteness and awe, you must prostrate and glorify Him, and pray to be included among those servants who meet His pleasure and are accepted by Him.

Abd al-Adhim is he to whom Allah appears in His perfect greatness. And from the power generating from the right he sees to the condemnation of the ones who oppose the right. He appears above others in magnificence and strength as his inner greatness is reflected in his outer appearance.


	Sayings of Imam Al-Saadiq, the 6th Imam

	(  Imam al-Saadiq [a.s.] said: 

"He who habitually tells the truth, his deeds are purified; Allah increases the sustenance of the one whose intention is good; and he who treats his family members well, Allah prolongs the length of his life."

Khisal by Saduq, vol. 1 p. 88

	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	(  The Holy Prophet [pbuh] said: 
"Shall I not introduce 'a believer' to you? A believer is the one whom other believers trust with their souls and wealth.   AI-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 235
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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 8,243 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 69 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.

((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
ثابت بن قيس
الصحابي الجليل
Thabit ibn Qays
 (The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 
Thabit ibn Qays was a chieftain of the Khazraj and therefore a man of considerable influence in Yathrib. He was known for the sharpness of his mind and the power of his oratory. It was because of this that he became the khatib or the spokesman  and orator of the Prophet and Islam.  

He became a Muslim at the hands of Musab ibn Umair whose persuasive logic and the sweetness of his Quran recital proved irresistible.  

When the Prophet arrived in Medina after the historic Hijrah, Thabit and a great gathering of horsemen gave him a warm  welcome. Thabit acted as their spokesman and delivered a speech in the presence of the Prophet and his  companion, Abu Bakr. He began by giving praise to God and invoking peace and blessings on His Prophet  and ended up by saying:  

"We give our pledge to you, O Messenger of God, that we would protect you from all that we protect ourselves, our children  and our wives. What would then be our reward for this?"  

The speech was reminiscent of words spoken at the second Pledge of Aqaba and the Prophet's reply as then was the  same: "Al-Jannah - Paradise!"  

When the Yathribites heard the word "al-Jannah" their faces beamed with excitement and their response  was: "We are pleased, O Messenger of God! We are pleased, O Messenger of God ."  

From that day on the Prophet, (pbuh) made Thabit ibn Qays his spokesman (Khatib) , just as Hassan ibn Thabit was his poet.  When delegations of Arabs came to him to show off their brilliance in verse and the strength of their oratory skills (in which the Arabs took great pride), the Prophet would call upon Thabit ibn Qays to challenge their orators and Hassan ibn Thabit to  vaunt his verses before their poets.  

In the Year of the Delegations, the ninth after the Hijrah, tribes from all over the Arabian peninsula came to Medina to pay homage to the Prophet, either to announce their acceptance of Islam or to pay Jiziah in return for the protection of the  Muslim state. One of these was a delegation from the tribe of Tamim who said to the Prophet:  

"We have come to show our prowess to you. Do give  permission to our Shaif and our Khatib to speak." The Prophet (pbuh), smiled and said: "I permit your Khatib. Let  him speak."  

Their orator, Utarid ibn Hajib, got up and held forth on the greatness and achievements of their tribe, and when he was finished the Prophet summoned Thabit ibn Qays and said: "Stand and reply to him." Thabit arose and said:  

"Praise be to God whose creation is the entire heavens and the earth wherein His will has been made manifest. His Throne is the extent of His knowledge and there is nothing which does exist except through His grace.  

Through Allah’s power He has made us leaders and from the best of His creation He has chosen a Messenger who is the most  honorable of men in lineage, the most reliable and true in speech and the most outstanding in deeds. Allah has revealed to him a  book and chosen him as a leader of His creation. Among all creation, he is a blessing of God.  

He summoned people to have faith in Him (Allah). The emigrants(Muhaajiroon) from among his people and his relations are the most  honorable people in esteem and the best in deeds, having 

believed in him. Then, we the Ansaar (Helpers) were the first people to  respond (to his call for support). So we are the helpers of God and the ministers of His Messenger."  

Thabit had a profound faith in God. His consciousness and awe of God was very strong. He was especially  cautious of saying or doing anything that might incur the wrath of God. One day the Prophet saw him  looking dejected and fearful. His shoulders were hunched and he was cringing from fear.  

"What's wrong with you, O Abu Muhammad?" asked the Prophet. "I fear that I might be destroyed, O Messenger of God," he  said. "And why?" asked the Prophet. "God Almighty," he said, "has prohibited us from desiring to be praised for what we did  not do but I find myself liking praise. Allah has prohibited us from being too proud and I find myself tending towards vanity." This  was the time when the verse of the Quran was revealed: "Indeed, God does not like any arrogant boaster."  

The Prophet (pbuh) then tried to calm his anxieties and allay his fears; he eventually said to him: "O Thabit,  aren't you pleased to live as someone who is praised, and to die as a martyr and to enter Paradise?"  

Thabit's face beamed with ecstasy and joyfully said: "Certainly, O Messenger of God." 
"Indeed, that shall be yours,"  replied the noble Prophet.  

There was another occasion when Thabit became sad and crest-fallen, when the words of the Quran were revealed:  
"O you who believe! Raise not your voices above the voice of the Prophet and neither speak loudly to him as 
you would  speak loudly to one another, lest all your 

deeds come to naught without your perceiving it."  

On hearing these words, Qays kept away from the meetings and gatherings of the Prophet in spite of his 
great love for him  and his hitherto constant presence in his company. He stayed in his house almost hardly leaving it except for the  performance of the obligatory Salat. The Prophet missed his presence and evidently asked for information about him. A man  from the Ansaar volunteered and went to Thabit's house. He found Thabit sitting in his house, looking miserable and dejected.  

"What's the matter with you?" asked the man. "It's bad," replied Thabit. "You know that I am a man with a loud voice and  that my voice is far louder than that of the Messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him peace. And you know what  has been revealed in the Quran. The only result for me is that my deeds will come to naught and I will be among the people  who go to the inferno of hell."  

The man returned to the Prophet and told him what he had seen and heard and the Prophet instructed him to return to Thabit and say: "You are not among the people who will go to the fire of hell but you will be among the people of Paradise."  

Such was the wonderful news to Thabit ibn Qays, and such were the blessings so assured. The incidents showed how alive and  sensitive he was to the Prophet and the commands of Islam and his readiness to observe the letter and the spirit of its laws.  Thabit subjected himself to the most stringent self-criticism. His was a God-fearing heart which trembled and shook  in awe of God. 
────══════•══════────


Truthfulness in Islamic Moral System
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
May I ask you to hold to Taq’wa, which means piety and righteousness, and to revere Allah and obey His Divine Commands!  Let us be aware of our eventuality and departure into the everlasting life.  May Allah provide us all with the spirit of righteousness and His obedience. 

In Islam, morality is not an abstract ideal. All principles of ethical action and all aspects of morality in Islam are contained, in principle, in the Quran.  They are made concrete through the teachings of the Shari'ah.  Through the Shari'ah a person learns how a general principle (like justice or truthfulness) is to be applied in daily life. 

A Muslim has 5 degrees of duties he must perform: 1) toward Allah, 2) toward himself, 3) toward his family, 4) toward his immediate society, and 5) toward the society at large in that order.  Ultimately, his duties also go to embrace the Ummah, then all of humanity, and finally all order of creation.

 
There exists a strong relation between good belief on the one hand, and the Shari’ah and morals on the other hand.  We can even conclude that good character flourishes when connected with a pattern of correct works.  Morals will be found in the person whose beliefs are in harmony with these fundamentals.  A vain person of arrogance, malice, and conceit cannot be expected to truly believe in God.

	
Allah mentions in Surah 35 (Faatir), Ayah 10 about the relationship between sincerity in belief and the fitting character:
مَنْ كَانَ يُرِيدُ الْعِزَّةَ فَلِلَّهِ الْعِزَّةُ جَمِيعًا ۚ إِلَيْهِ يَصْعَدُ الْكَلِمُ الطَّيِّبُ وَالْعَمَلُ الصَّالِحُ يَرْفَعُهُ ۚ 
وَالَّذِينَ يَمْكُرُونَ السَّيِّئَاتِ لَهُمْ عَذَابٌ شَدِيدٌ ۖ وَمَكْرُ أُولَٰئِكَ هُوَ يَبُورُ

	“…Unto God ascend All Good Words, and the righteous deeds does He exalt...” 


And in Surah 30 (al-Room), Ayah 10 we learn again of this relationship between belief and deeds:
	ثُمَّ كَانَ عَاقِبَةَ الَّذِينَ أَسَاءُوا السُّوأَىٰ أَنْ كَذَّبُوا بِآيَاتِ اللَّهِ وَكَانُوا بِهَا يَسْتَهْزِئُونَ

	“...And evil is bound to be the end of those who do evil, 

because they deny the signs of Allah and they make mockery out of them.”


The Shari'ah, (namely the Laws and code of behavior explained in the Quran and detailed by the model of the Prophet's life and his sayings), is the means whereby a man is to live out these principles.  At this point we should add that after the death of the Prophet the Imams (the Ma’soomeen) were also entrusted with the task of exemplifying and explaining further the Prophet’s Message and the Shari’ah.  The Prophet (pbuh) has emphasized this matter in Hadith of Thaqalain, which is accepted by all sects of Islam.

Truthfulness as a moral value is greatly emphasized in the Holy Quran.  Truthfulness is basic for establishing mutual social relations.  In praising Prophet Muhammad the Holy Quran introduces him as the truthful man.  The same goes for Prophets Abraham, Joseph, Ishmael, and Elias.  Besides, the Quran mentions other distinguished persona​lities as true servants of Allah who possess truthful tongues.
Imam al-Saadiq (a.s.) says: (Usool Al-Kaafi, Vol. 11, Page 360.)  
انّ الله عز وجلّ لم یبعث نبیاً الاّ  بصدق الحدیث  واداء الامانة الی البرّ والفاجر
 "Allah has not appointed a person to the Prophethood Mission except the one who is truthful and honest.”

"Do not be misled by a person’s excessive praying or fasting, because many persons develop a habit in this behalf and cannot forsake it. On the other hand, weigh people in light of their truthfulness and honesty and test them accordingly.”

	The Quran declares in Surah 16 (al-Nah’l), Ayah105 that the liars are persons who do not believe in Allah:
إِنَّمَا يَفْتَرِي الْكَذِبَ الَّذِينَ لَا يُؤْمِنُونَ بِآيَاتِ اللَّهِ ۖ وَأُولَٰئِكَ هُمُ الْكَاذِبُونَ

	“verily, only those who do not believe in the signs of God forge falsehood, and they are the liars.”


Also the Quran considers liars as devoid of Divine Guidance as mentioned in Surah 39 (al-Zumar), Ayah 3:
	…. ۗ إِنَّ اللَّهَ لَا يَهْدِي مَنْ هُوَ كَاذِبٌ كَفَّارٌ

	“… Surely Allah does not guide Him aright who is a liar, ungrateful.”


Let us take a Hadith reminder about this point too:  The Prophet (pbuh) says: (Wasa’il al-Shi’a, Vol. 11, Page 233.)
سئل رسول الله:   أیکون المؤمن جباناً؟   قال نعم.    قیل أیکون بخیلاً؟  قال  نعم    ویکون کذاباً؟   قال: لا.
"The Prophet (pbuh) was asked: Is it possible that a believer can be cowardly?
 He answered by saying yes.  

Then he was asked: Or miserly?  He answered yes.  

Then he was asked: How about being a liar?  The Prophet answered: No."

And Imam Ali says: (
 Wasa’il al-Shi’a, Vol. 11, Page 234.)
لا یجد عبد طعم الایمان حتی یترک الکذب  : هزله وجدّه
"One does not taste `faith' unless one forsakes falsehood, whether this falsehood is serious or in jest.”

Imam Ali also says: (Bihaar al-Anwaar, Vol. 15, Section 2, Page 125
ألزموا الصدق  فانه منجاة
"Make truthfulness your profession, because salvation of man depends on truthfulness.”

The punishment of those who lie is severe whether in this world or in the hereafter.  Imam Ali, the Commander of the Faithful says: (Wasa’il al-Shi’a, Vol. 11, Page 233.) 
ینبغی للرجل المسلم أن یجتنب مؤاخاة الکذاب
"It is appropriate that a Muslim should not seek company or brotherhood with a liar."

For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du'aa.

Let us talk about Imam Zainul Abideen.  He was the son of Imam al-Husain, and the only son of Imam al-Husain to survive Karbala.  His other brothers were all brutally slain during the event of Karbala. (Maqaatil al-Talibiyen, Page 52 and 59.)

Imam Zainul Abideen, being from Ahlul Bayt, was endowed with unique characters. He was the spiritual leader of his time, the example for others, and he was diligent and hard-working man in the path of the Almighty.  Imam Zainul Abideen had a very melodic voice. When he recited the Holy Quran people used to stay nearby to enjoy hearing his recitation. (Seerah of the 12 Imams, H.M. al-Hasani, Vol. 2, Page 148.)

Zainul Abideen was revered in the community since he was the Imam of the Ummah.  Benu Umayya could not discredit him in the eyes of the people as they wished because he was too high of a figure for them. Their failure was the success for Islam.

Imam Zainul Abideen had empathy for the poor and needy. He was always busy helping them, for he regarded the needy as doing him a favor by asking for his help.  He reasoned that by rendering help he would be rewarded by the Almighty many times the value of such help.  It was to such an extent that Zainul Abideen used to personally carry sacs of flour and food material on his back every night (going in disguise) to distribute to the poor.  He had a long list of families who received his help.

This endeavor continued for the life of the Imam. It is reported that as many as 100 families depended on him for their livelihood at various times.  Even his back became hunched and developed calluses from carrying the weight of the sacs of food.  It was only after he had died that the provisions stopped, thus these families realized who their Benefactor was!

In the end let us recite two sayings from Imam Zainul Abideen. He said: 
اتقوا الکذب الصغیر والکبیر فی کلّ جد وهزل،    فان الرجل اذا کذب فی الصغیر إجترأ علی الکبیر.
· Refrain from lying in all things, big or small, in seriousness or in jest. For when a person starts lying in petty matters, soon he will have the audacity to lie in important matters.
· A man needs not fear Allah except on account of his own sins, and should place his hopes only with his Lord. 

· When one does not know he should not be ashamed to learn. 

· And patience is to Faith what the head is to the body; a person who does not have patience is short of faith.

We pray Allah to help us deliver the message of Islam, and offer it to others, grant us the opportunity to achieve both knowledge and piety, forgive us and our father and mother, grant us salvation in this world and in the hereafter. world.

Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du'aa to close the Khutba.

((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20
A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:

To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.

8. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
9. Du’aas categorized and translated
10. Bulletins of Affiliation
11. Statistics monthly
12. Statistics of current and previous years.
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reach 11,790 for the month of April, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 20,355 as of  4-30-11.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
ABOUT CARE OF THE BULLETINS
The Bulletins of Affiliation contain the name of God and quotes from the Holy Quran, therefore PLEASE deal with it appropriately.  Do not throw it away haphazardly, and if you find any of its pages thrown away, please pick it up, tear it to small pieces then dispense with it.

((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
QUESTIONS:
Al-Khulafaa Al-Rashidoon
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	A
	|
	21.
	B

	2.
	A
	|
	22.
	C

	3.
	D
	|
	23.
	D

	4.
	C
	|
	24.
	D

	5.
	C
	|
	25.
	A

	6.
	C
	|
	26.
	D

	7.
	D
	|
	27.
	D

	8.
	C
	|
	28.
	D

	9.
	C
	|
	29.
	D

	10.
	D
	|
	30.
	C

	11.
	A
	|
	31.
	A

	12.
	B
	|
	32.
	B

	13
	D
	|
	33.
	D

	14.
	C
	|
	34.
	C

	15.
	C
	|
	35.
	A

	16.
	D
	|
	36.
	C

	17.
	D
	|
	37.
	A

	18.
	D
	|
	38.
	D

	19.
	D
	|
	39.
	C

	20.
	C
	|
	40.
	D


 ((((((((((·((((((((((
IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.

((((((((((·((((((((((

IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS: Al-Khulafaa Al-Rashidoon
1  What kind of past did Abu Bakr (r) have?

a Intimate friend of Muhammad (pbuh) + b and c.

b High caliber Companion, clean and good.

c Highly respected.

d The future Khalifa to be.
2 Who was at the head of the Muslim force to face the Persians?

a The Muslim General, Khalid Ibnil Waleed.

b Ubaida, the relative of the Prophet.

c Ibnil Aas, the conqueror of Egypt.

d Ali (a.s.), the defender of Islam, the confidant of the Prophet (pbuh).
3 Why was the Persian empire a big threat to the budding Muslim entity?

a Islamic power could be felt.

b Persians wanted to test the Muslims.

c Flexing muscles and showing off.

d Persians did not want the Muslim challenge.
4 What became of the reputation of Khalid Ibnil Waleed?

a Feared all over.

b Loved by the people but feared by the enemy rulers.

c Admired by enemy and friend + a and b.

d He was idol-worshipped for his valor.
5 Did the Romans (Byzantines) stay still?

a Yes, paying no attention to Islam.

b No, preparing for war.

c Had the new Muslim power in mind.

d Attacked the Muslim area.
6 What did Khalid Ibnil Waleed see when he arrived at Yarmuk?

a Unified Muslim force.

b Un-unified Muslim force, three leaderships.

c b above + four leaderships.

d Muslims engaged in a fight + c.
7 Describe the battle of Yarmuk.

a Extremely difficult.

b Muslims were outnumbered 1 to 8.

c Romans (Byzantines) chained 40,000 of its force to prevent them from running away.

d Romans lost 50% of their force + all above.
8 Why did Abu Bakr (r) appoint Omar (r) as a Khalifa?

a Being too close to him.

b Knew Omar (r) very well.

c a and b + Omar (r) gained tremendous experience.

d a + b + Omar (r) was his son-in-law.
9 What kind of management did Khalifa Omar (r) have during his reign?

a Very firm, ruled with iron fist.

b Islamicly firm.

c b + disciplinarian.

d Often used the stick.
10 Describe the surrender of Jerusalem.

a Omar (r) dressed up plainly, surrounded by the Generals.

b Priests came in procession with hymns, in celebration.

c People shouting, welcoming with cheers and Allaahu Akbar.

d a + Omar (r) negotiated terms of surrender.
11 Qadisiya was historically decisive.  How is that?

a Qadisiya opened the way to Persia.

b Destroyed the massive Persian army.

c Few military engagement afterwards.

d Persians gave up afterwards.
12 A force of four thousand Muslim fighters was dispatched to Egypt.  Who was the leader?

a Khalid Ibnil Waleed, the great General.

b Amr Ibn Aas.

c Ibn-Waqqas.

d Muthanna.
13 How was the rule of Khalifa Omar (r)?

a Just and fair.

b Too dictatorial.

c Strict, strong, but just and fair.

d c + Islamic.
14 Did Khalifa Omar (r) have a council of advisers?

a No, he did not need one.

b Yes, in later years.

c Yes, Ali (a.s.) was one of its members.

d Yes, only with Ali (a.s.)
15 How was the Muslim world administered during the time of Omar (r)?

a Governors were appointed at various territories.

b Governors were helped by treasurers and Qadhis.

c Each governor was directly responsible to the strict Omar (r) himself + a and b.

d Governors had full freedom in administration of their areas + a and b above.
16 What did Imam Ali (a.s.) do during Omar's reign?

a Being the encyclopedia of Islam, scholars came to him to solve their problems + b.

b Helped Omar (r) in his administration, through the council of advisors or otherwise.

c Concentrated on teaching Islam to the numerous scholars be it in the mosque of the Prophet (pbuh) or otherwise.

d Above + works on Fiqh.
17 Ali and Uthman were the two considered for Khilaafah, why was Uthman chosen?

a Both pledged to follow the Holy Quran and Sunnah.

b a + Uthman (r) pledged to follow the way of Abu Bakr (r) and Omar (r).

c a + Ali (a.s.) pledged to follow the way he understood Islam in all its applications, Shari'ah and Fiqh.

d All above.
18 Why did it become necessary to build a Muslim navy?

a To correct the weakest spot in Muslim defense.

b The Romans were masters of the sea, they posed grave danger to the Muslims.

c Romans (Byzantines) harassed many Muslim frontier areas.

d All the above.
19 A huge battle at the sea took place between the Muslim navy and the Roman's (Byzantines). About 500 large Roman ships were deployed.  How was the outcome?

a The Muslim ships, being small and maneuverable, were able to outdo and outsmart the Roman's.

b The Roman's ships played havoc with the Muslims, since they had more experience.

c b + the Muslims lost a good many fighters.

d a + the Muslims dealt a severe blow to the Byzantine's naval power, and miraculously won.
20 What is the name of Uthman's secretary of state who caused great harm to the Islamic Ummah?

a Mu'awiya, the governor of Syria.

b Yazid, the son of Mu'awiya.

c Marwan, the son of Hakam.

d Waleed ibn Abdul Malik.
21 What was the general feeling about Uthman's rule?

a Unhappy if not alarming.

b Severe enough to lead to rebellion.

c Enthusiastic with full support.

d Most supportive, if not fanatic.
22 Was Ali (a.s.) active participant in Uthman’s Khilaafah?

a Yes all the way through.

b Yes at first, to some extent.

c b + hardly at all in the last years.

d No, not at all.
23 What did Umayya clan do to make people so distressed?

a Broke numerous Islamic rules.

b Too much favoritism.

c Took advantage of governorship.

d All the above.
24 How was the administration of Uthman (r)?

a Not as good as it should have been.

b Weak, beginning of corruption showed up.

c Umayya clan played havoc with the destiny of the Islamic Ummah.

d All the above.
25 What is the most important contribution Uthman (r) did to Islam?

a Collecting the Holy Quran.

b The Islamic navy.

c Appointing his relatives to high posts.

d The battle in north Africa.
26 How were the circumstances in which Ali (a.s.) was elected to be a Khalifa?

a Turbulent.

b Uthman (r) was just killed, a Khalifa was needed right away to take Uthman's place.

c Strong, sturdy and unifying Khalifa was needed immediately + b above.

d All the above.
27 What kind of past did Ali (a.s.) have?

a Glorious, unblemished, in support of Islam.

b Strict Islamicly, superb in every aspect, thoughts, ideas, manners, etc.

c The closest man to Muhammad (pbuh), being his cousin, living in his house since childhood, and marrying his beloved daughter, Fatima (a.s.).

d All the above.
28 The first thing Ali (a.s.) did during his Khilaafah was to replace the governors whom Uthman (r) had appointed before.  Why?

a They were opportunists and corrupt, though most of them were relatives of  Uthman (r).

b They were true misfits Islamicly + a above.

c They were abusers of power, most of them demagogues + b.

d They hurt the Islamic Ummah, + all above.
29 A'isha, Talha and Zubair went to Basrah for an uprising against Imam and Khalifa Ali. Why?

a Their relatives were there.

b Extensive business connection.

c Business employees had numerous tribal relatives.

d Business mainly was Zubair's, + c.
30 How did Ali (a.s.) meet the new challenge of the uprising?

a Prolonged negotiations to dissuade them from mischief.

b b,  Persuasion against confrontation and fight.

c Confrontation after a + b failed.

d Resignation and wait it out.
31 Why did Ali (a.s.) move to Kufa to make it the capital of the Islamic nation rather than Medina?

a Geographically it is a better center of the Islamic world.

b Kufa was a famous old city.

c b + known for its science and research.

d All the above.
32 Was it right for Mu'awiya to defy Imam Ali (a.s.)?

a Yes, he was entitled to his views.

b No, it was not right at all.

c Perhaps, even though he was known to be cunning.

d Yes, even though his reason and stand were selfish.
33 What kind of dirty politics was Mu'awiya using?

a Fighting the authentic Khalifa, Imam Ali (a.s.).

b Used Islam to help himself and his personal ambitions.

c Used the holy Quran to trick Ali's forces in Siffin.

d Vicious propaganda against Ali (a.s.) + all above.
34 Ali's side was almost victorious during Siffin.  What trick did Mu'awiya play to save his neck?

a Ask for immediate negotiations.

b Use the Holy Qurans at the tips of spears.

c b above + to let the Quran be the judge.

d Hide in the nearby marshes after negotiations failed.
35 Did Ali (a.s.) recognize the trick of Mu'awiya of lifting the Qurans at the tips of the spears during the last stages of the battle of Siffin?

a Yes, immediately.

b After some study and thinking.

c No, he missed it.

d After consultation with his Generals.
e 15,000 versus 10,000.

36 How was the feeling after Siffin battle?

a Depressing, disappointing, and bad by Ali's side.

b Hopeful by Mu'awiya side.

c a and b above.

d Calling for revenge by Mu'awiya side.
37 Did the Kharijis force Ali (a.s.) to fight them?

a Yes, despite his negotiations with them.

b No, why should they?

c They demanded immediate fighting.

d a and c above.
38 How was Imam Ali's rule as a Khalifa?

a Extremely fair, very just and very religious.

b A true genuine Islamic government.

c Magnificent with many first.

d All the above.
39 What kind of living did Ali (a.s.) elect for himself?

a Rich with exuberance, to match that of Mu'awiya.

b Extremely modest.

c Down to earth + b.

d All the above.
40 What are the contributions of Ali (a.s.) to Islam?

a The highest a man could do after the Prophet (pbuh).

b Essential services no one else could deliver.

c By example, teaching, preservation of the Hadith and the Prophet's (pbuh) teachings.

d All the above.
((((((((((·((((((((((
Faith in Allah and Attaining his Pleasure
Imam Saadiq [a] said: "My father said to me about his father that a man from Kufa wrote to him (Zainul Abideen) asking him to inform him of the good of this world and that of the next. Then, Zainul Abideen wrote back: 

“In the Name Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful',  'Verily, he who seeks the pleasure of Allah even while displeasing people, Allah will suffice him in his affairs with people. But, he who seeks the pleasure of people while Allah is displeased, Allah leaves him to those people (and he will be far from His Grace), Wassalam'."

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 71, p. 208

Imam Zainul Abideen [a] said: "He who acts according to what Allah has enjoined for him, is of the best people."

AI-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 81

Imam Saadiq [a] said: "The one who loves for the sake of Allah, despises for the sake of Allah, and donates for the sake of Allah, thus he is one of those whose Faith is complete."

Al-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 124

Imam Hasan al-Askari, the eleventh Imam said: "There are no qualities above these two: 
Faith in Allah and being beneficial to Muslims."

Bihar-uI-Anwar, vol. 17, p.218

The Excellence and Importance of Scholars

The Holy Prophet [s] said: "There are two groups of my Ummah that when they are pious, my Ummah will be upright and when they are immoral my Ummah will be corrupt."

The Messenger of Allah [s] was asked who were they, and he answered: "The religious scholars and rulers."

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 2, p. 49

Imam Baaqir [a] said: "When confronting a sage, try to be more inquisitive than talkative, and learn how to listen well as much as you learn how to speak well, and do not interrupt the statement of anyone."

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 1, p. 222

The Holy Prophet [s] said: "O' Ali! Gabriel wished to become a human being for seven reasons, which are:

1. Congregational prayer.

2. Companionship with scholars.

3. Establishing peace between two persons.

4. Honoring the orphans.

5. Visiting the sick.

6. Attending a funeral procession.

7. Giving of water to Pilgrims.

Then, O Ali, be desirous of these things."

Al -'Ithna 'Ashariyyah, p. 245

Imam Ali [a] said: "When the utterance of the wise is to the point, it serves as a remedy, but if it is wrong it proves like an illness."

Nahjul Balaaghah, saying No. 265

Imam Hassan Askari, the eleventh Imam, [a] said:

"The scholars of our followers (Shi’a) are the guardians of the bounds of Islam. Then, anyone of our followers who undertakes this (duty) is superior to the one who fights in the battle against the Romans, (because this one defends the theological bounds of our followers)."

AI-Ihtijaj, vol. 2, p. 155

Imam Ridda, the eighth Imam, [a] said: "Beware that surely a (true religious) jurist is he who pours forth his benediction unto people, saves them from their enemies, multiplies the blessings of Heaven for them, and earns the Pleasure of Allah the Exalted, for them (through guidance)."

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 2, p. 5

Imam Ali [a] said: " ...The reward of a religious scholar is greater than the reward of a person who is fasting on days and establishes prayers during the night and fights in the Holy War for the sake of Allah. And, when a religious scholar dies, there will appear a gap in Islam which cannot be compensated except by a replacement of that (kind)."

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 2, p. 43

Imam Ali [a] told Kumayl: O' Kumayl! Those who compile wealth are like dead even though they may be living, while the sages (who are endowed with knowledge) will remain as long as the world remains. Their bodies perish but their depictions will exist in the hearts."

Nahjul-Balaaghah, saying No.147

Imam Husain [a] said: "...Verily, the paths to Muslims' affairs and the religious ordinances are in the hands of the godly scholars who are the trusties of Allah in His lawful and unlawful things. ..."

Tuhaf  al- Uqool, p.172
Immoral Friends 

Imam al-Saadiq [a] said: "He who seeks the company of those who insult the lovers of Allah has surely disobeyed Him, the Sublime."

Usul-i-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 379

Imam Saadiq [a] said: "When you are informed of a fellow companion committing an evil action, then go to him and tell him: 'O so and so! Either refrain from committing this sin or keep away from us'; then, avoid him unless he does so."

Wasa'il-ush-Shi'ah, vol. 16, p. 146

Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali [a] said: 
"O' Kumayl! Say what is just in any condition. Be friends with the righteous and avoid the evil doers, stay away from the hypocrites and do not accompany the treacherous." 
Mustadrak-ul-Wasa'il, vol. 12, p. 197
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