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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 8,328 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 85 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.

((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
الصحابي حكيم بن حزم  بن خويلد
Hakim ibn Hazm

 (The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 
Hakim’s father was Hazm who  was the son of Khuwaylid. Hakim was therefore the nephew of Khadijah, wife of the Prophet (pbuh).  

Hakim grew up in a wealthy and noble family in Meccan society. He was also an intelligent and  well-mannered person who was well respected by his people. He was held in such esteem that he was given the  responsibility of the rifadah which involved giving assistance to the needy and those who had lost their property during the  season of pilgrimage. He took this responsibility seriously and would even help needy pilgrims from his own resources.  

Hakim was a close friend of the Prophet (pbuh) before the latter's call to Prophethood. Even though he was  five years older than the Prophet, he used to spend much time talking to him and enjoying hours of pleasant companionship.  Muhammad in his turn felt great affection for Hakim.  

Their relationship was further strengthened when the Prophet married his aunt, Khadijah bint Khuwaylid.  

What is truly amazing is that in spite of the close friendship between Hakim and the Prophet, Hakim did not become a Muslim  until the conquest of Mecca, more than twenty years after the start of the Prophet's mission. One would have thought that  someone like Hakim whom God had blessed with a good intellect and who was so well-disposed to the Prophet, would have  been among the first to believe in him and follow the guidance he brought. But that was not to be.  

Just as we are astonished at the late acceptance of Islam on the part of Hakim, he himself later in life was also amazed. In  fact, as soon as he accepted Islam and tasted the sweetness of Iman (faith), he began to feel deep regret for every moment as a mushrik (polytheist) and a denier of God's religion and of His Prophet.  

Hakim’s son once saw him weeping after his acceptance of Islam and asked: "Why are you weeping, father'?" "Many things  cause me to weep, Oh son. The worst by far is the length of time it took me to become Muslim. Acceptance of  Islam would have given me numerous opportunities to do good which I missed so badly.  My life was spared at the battle of Badr and also at the battle of Ohod. After Ohod I said to myself. I would not help any Quraish against Muhammad (pbuh), and I would not leave Mecca at all. Then, you see, whenever I felt like accepting Islam I would look at other men of Quraish: Men of power and influence who remained  attached to the practices of Jahiliyah and that would make me fall in line with them... Oh, how I wish  I had not done so. Nothing has destroyed us except the blind following of our forefathers and elders. Why should I not weep, my son?"  

The Prophet himself was puzzled. A man of sagacity and understanding like Hakim ibn Hazm, how could Islam remain  "hidden" from him?. For a long time, the Prophet had dearly hoped that he and a group of persons like him would take the  initiative and become Muslims. On the night before the liberation of Mecca, the Prophet (pbuh) said to his companions:  

"There are four persons in Mecca whom I consider to be above having any dealing with shirk and I would love to see them accept Islam." "Who are they, O Messenger of God?" asked the companions. "Attab ibn Usayd, Jubayr ibn Mutim, Hakim  ibn Hazm and Suhayl ibn Amr," replied the Prophet. By the grace of God, they all became Muslims.  

When the Prophet (pbuh) entered Mecca to liberate the city from polytheism and the ways of ignorance, he ordered his herald to proclaim: "Whoever declares that there is no deity but Allah and that Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger, he is safe...  Whoever sits at the Ka`ba and lays down his weapons, he is safe. Whoever enters the house of Abu Sufyan, he is safe.  

Whoever enters the house of Hakim ibn Hazm, he is safe..." The house of Abu Sufyan was in the higher part of Mecca and  that of Hakim was in the lower part of the city. By proclaiming these houses as places of sanctuary, the Prophet wisely  accorded recognition to both Abu Sufyan and Hakim, weakening any thought they might have of resisting and making it  easier for them to be more favorably disposed to him and his mission.  

Hakim embraced Islam wholeheartedly. He vowed to himself that he would atone for whatever he had done during his Jahiliya  days and that whatever amounts he had spent in opposing the Prophet, he would spend the same amounts in the cause of  Islam.  

He owned the Darul Nadwah, a site for major decisions in Mecca, where Quraish held their conferences during the days of Jahiliyah. In this building Quraish leaders and chieftains would gather to plot against the Prophet.

Hakim decided to get rid of Dar Al-Nadwa and cut  off himself from its past associations which were now so painful to him. He sold the building for a good price. A Quraish youth exclaimed to him: "You have sold something of great historical value and much pride to Quraish, uncle."  

"Come now, son," replied Hakim. "All vain pride and glory has now gone and all that remains of value is Taq’wa (consciousness of God). I have only sold the building in order to acquire a house in Paradise. I swear to you that I have given  the proceeds from it to be spent in the path of God Almighty."  
Hakim ibn Hazm performed the Haj after becoming a Muslim. He took with him one hundred camels sacrificing them  all in pursuit to achieve nearness to God. In the following Haj, he stood on Arafat. With him 
were one hundred slaves. To each  he gave a pendant of 

silver on which was engraved: "Free for the sake of God Almighty from Hakim ibn Hazm." On a third  Haj, he took with him a thousand sheep - yes a thousand sheep and sacrificed them all at Mina to feed the poor Muslims in order to attain nearness to God.  

While Hakim was generous in his spending for the sake of God, he also still liked to have much. After the battle of Hunain, he  asked the Prophet for some of the booty which the Prophet gave. He then asked for more and the Prophet gave him more.  Hakim was still a newcomer to Islam and the Prophet was more generous to newcomers so as to reconcile their hearts to  Islam. Hakim ended up with a large share of the booty. But the Prophet (pbuh) told him:  

"O Hakim! This wealth is surly attractive. Whoever takes it and is satisfied will be blessed by it, but whoever takes it out of greed will not be blessed. He would be like someone who eats and is not satisfied. The upper hand is better than the lower hand (it is better to give than to receive)."  

The kind words of advice had an immediate effect on Hakim. He was mortified and said to the Prophet: "O  Messenger of God! By Him who has sent you with the truth, I shall not ask anyone after you for anything."  

During the Khilaafah of Abu Bakr, Hakim was called several times to collect his stipend from the Bayt al-mal but he refused to  take any money. He did the same during the Khilaafah of Omar ibn al-Khattab whereupon Omar addressed the Muslims: "I  testify to you, O Muslims, that I have called Hakim to collect his stipend but he refuses."  

Hakim remained faithful to his word. He did not take anything from anyone until he passed away. From the Prophet, he had  learned the great truth that in itself contentment is riches beyond compare.

 ────══════•══════────

Ij’tihaad in Islam
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
Let us hold to Taq’wa, which means piety and righteousness, and let us revere Allah as He should be revered and obey His Divine Commands!  Let us choose wisely in this life and heed the consequences of our choices for the hereafter.  Let us be aware of our eventuality and departure into the everlasting life.  May Allah provide us all with the spirit of righteousness and obedience as best means for our salvation. 

Surah 8 (al-Anfaal), Ayah 24 says:

	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا اسْتَجِيبُوا لِلَّهِ وَلِلرَّسُولِ إِذَا دَعَاكُمْ لِمَا يُحْيِيكُمْ ۖ وَاعْلَمُوا أَنَّ اللَّهَ يَحُولُ بَيْنَ الْمَرْءِ وَقَلْبِهِ وَأَنَّهُ إِلَيْهِ تُحْشَرُونَ

	“O ye who believe!  Respond to the call of God and His Messenger 

whenever he calls you unto that which will give you life….”


The above Ayah is about, 1) the unique importance and influence of religion, and 2) the religious teachings and their place in individual’s life, family life, and society life.

The Arabic word Ih’yaa means to revive and its Arabic antonym is Imatah which means “to put to death”.  Ih’yaa is derived from the word Hayat, which means: life.  Imatah is derived from the Arabic word Mawt, which means: death, or a phenomenon of being unable to grow or understand facts.

 
However, the term Ih’yaa has been employed in the Holy Quran in different senses.  Examples are: a) ability to perceive intuitive facts, b) rational talent, c) spiritual life in agreement with revelation and Divine inspiration, d) eternal existence in the afterlife, e) capacity to grow regarding the plants, and so forth. Another character of life (Hayat) is its interconnection with strength and power, that is, it is motivating.  

Ih’yaa also means an interpretation of religion according to the needs and requirements of the contemporary time.   The Holy Quran says one of the main reasons for appointing Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was to revive and to remove the distortions in religion and to complete the teachings and the orders of human life. 

The Holy Quran, the Prophet (pbuh), and Ahlul Bayt (the 12 Imams) emphasized the necessity and requirement for Ij’tihaad.  Through Ij’tihaad comes better understanding of many contemporary issues, and makes it possible to issue Islamic decrees by the qualified Jurisprudents.  Thus the Muj’tahideen (plural of Muj’tahid) are the true revivalist in the society.

Hisham bin Salem quotes Imam al-Saadiq (a.s.) as saying: (See 
 Sara’ir ibn Idrees, Page 478.) 
علینا إلقاء الأصول    وعلیکم التفریع
 “ [As Imams] Our duty is to provide you, O’ people, with primary principles; 

and your duty [O people] is to derive the deductions from these principles.” 

Imam al-Ridha (a.s.) also states:  (See 
 Sara’ir Ibn Idrees, Page 478.) 
علینا إلقاء الأصول   وعلیکم ان تفرعوا
 “[As Imams] Our duty is to provide you O’ people, with principles, 

and your duty [O people] is to deduce the secondary decrees from them”.

Quranic verses and traditions emphasize the necessity for Ij’tihaad. According to Surah 9 (al-Taubah), Ayah 122 alluding to Ij’tihaad indirectly:
	وَمَا كَانَ الْمُؤْمِنُونَ لِيَنْفِرُوا كَافَّةً ۚ فَلَوْلَا نَفَرَ مِنْ كُلِّ فِرْقَةٍ مِنْهُمْ طَائِفَةٌ لِيَتَفَقَّهُوا فِي الدِّينِ وَلِيُنْذِرُوا قَوْمَهُمْ إِذَا رَجَعُوا إِلَيْهِمْ لَعَلَّهُمْ يَحْذَرُونَ

	“…From among you a contingent could devote themselves to acquire deeper knowledge of the Faith, and thus be able to teach their brethren, so these too might guard themselves against evilness.”


	Ij’tihaad is the revival movement, a revitalization, or sign of Ih’yaa of life, which is an intrinsic character of God as revealed in the system of creation and religions.  Creating life is one of God’s unchangeable traditions in the realm of creation as evidenced in Surah 30 (al-Room), Ayah 19:
يُخْرِجُ الْحَيَّ مِنَ الْمَيِّتِ وَيُخْرِجُ الْمَيِّتَ مِنَ الْحَيِّ وَيُحْيِي الْأَرْضَ بَعْدَ مَوْتِهَا ۚ وَكَذَٰلِكَ تُخْرَجُونَ

	“It is He [Allah] who brings forth the living from the dead, and brings forth the dead from the living, and He gives life to the earth after it is dead…”


Hence, the appointment of Prophets is in line with the tradition of reviving societies and man’s hidden talents.  Reviving man’s life and revitalizing it is part of the Almighty’s generosities towards life, to sustain creation.

Al-Bukhtari in quoting Imam al-Saadiq (a.s.) says: 
انّ العلماء ورثة الانبیاء ..... فانظروا علمکم هذا عمّن تأخذونه    فانّ فینا أهل البیت فی کلّ خلف عدولاً  ینفون عنه تحریف الغالین  وإنتحال المبطلین   وتأویل الجاهلین
 “Scholars are the inheritors of the Prophets [their successors in knowledge], 

therefore be vigilant of the person from whom you receive your knowledge.  

No doubt, among us Ahlul Bayt, there are those who protect the religion from distortions by the ill-informed”. 

The Prophet (pbuh) said:  (See 
 Usool Al-Kaafi, Al-Kulayni, Vol. 1, section on Innovation, Saying #2.)  
اذا ظهرت البدع فی امتی فلیظهر العالم علمه   فمن لم یفعل فعلیه لعنة الله
 “When heresy appears [in my Ummah], then the scholars must stress their knowledge, 

otherwise God would chastise them”.

Mu’awiya Ibn Wahab in quoting Imam al-Saadiq said: “I heard al-Saadiq quoting Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) by saying: 

“After my [the Prophet’s] death, when an innovation appears about people’s faith, 

there will be a guide from my Household to safeguard Islam.  

He will defend Islam; he will talk on behalf of God; and he will reveal the right and overcome the enemies’ ploy.”

Many Hadiths point to the scholars as the Prophets’ inheritors and trustees, the stronghold of Islam, as individuals for whom the angels of the heavens weep when they die.  All these issues are indicative of the perpetual need of Ij’tihaad and for the emergence of the revivalists in the society.   In view of these points it can be understood that the process of reviving is the first mission of God’s Messengers and the Prophet’s successors.


After the occultation of the 12th Imam (al-Mahdi) the divine mission rested on the shoulders of the religious authorities and learned scholars.  Just as the political leadership of people is the obligation of the fully qualified jurisprudent, Ij’tihaad is a Divine mission that is necessary for them.
For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.
What are the attributes of U’lamaa’ and Muj’tahideen (plural of Aalim and Muj’tahid) one may ask, and what are their responsibilities for the revival of man’s society?

1. Basically, among people the multitudes are indifferent toward religion, the world, and the community. They are obviously the lay people who are far from their godly nature.

2. On the other hand, there are people whose thoughts and horizons go beyond personal benefit, self-service, and egotism.  Their mission is something beyond their own “existence”.  Of course this group is not equal to the first group.  We call these people the scholars and learned persons, who want to serve mankind in a special framework. 

3. The third group is called the religious intellectuals who care deeply for the society in that: 

a. they assist the oppressed, 

b. they fight against tyranny, 

c. they understand events of their times, 

d. suffer the burden of being committed to the religion, and 

e. realize the necessity to reinforce or revive this commitment. 

The last group believes that only religion is able to solve individual as well as society problems.  They can be called religious intellectuals who are U’lamaa and Muj’tahideen in a real sense. 

Let us have a look at the characters of the U’lamaa and Muj’tahideen (plural of Aalim and Muj’tahid):

The first point is that they are conscious of the problems of their times. When a scholar does not recognize the problem, how can he solve it?  Understanding the requirements of the time has occupied a distinct place in the cultures of the Prophet’s household, Ahlul Bayt.  Mufadhal ibn Omar quotes Imam al-Saadiq as saying: (See 
 Usool Al-Kaafi, Al-Kulayni, Vol. 1, section on Wisdom and Ignorance, Saying #29.)  
“One who is aware of the social problems of his times is less likely to be burdened by doubts or commit errors”.

Imam Ali (a.s.) states:  (See 
 Nahjul Balaaghah, Sermon 220.) 
العالم بزمانه  لا تهجم علیه اللوابس
 “A person knowledgeable of his times will not be confounded by tribulations of the time”

The second point about the Aalim or Muj’tahid is that the U’lamaa and the Muj’tahideen are cognizant and aware of true Islam and Islamic Schools of Thought.  They must themselves properly understand the Islamic religion from the point of view of the Holy Quran and the Hadith.  The Messenger of God (pbuh) has said: 
اذا التبست علیکم الفتن کقطع اللیل المظلم  فعلیکم بالقران
 “If your problems are more than you can handle, refer to the Holy Quran”.

A person cannot claim to be Aalim or Muj'tahid and to proceed to do reforms without having gained the needed tools and sciences, i.e. understanding the Quran, Hadith, and other Islamic sciences.”

The third point about the Aalim or Muj’tahid is that they are not only theoreticians but also insightful persons, who try to purify themselves from sinfulness, malice, wickedness, and mischief making.  They try to perpetually be doers of good in their life.  Imam al-Hasan al-Askari says:  (See 
 Wasa’il al-Shi’a, al-Aamili, Vol. 18, P. 95.  Also al-Ih’tijaj, Tibrisi, Vol. 2, Page 263.) 
فأمّا من کان من الفقهاء   صائناً لنفسه   حافظاّ لدینه   مخالفاً لهواه   مطیعاً لامر مولاه     فللعوام أن یقلـِّدوه
 “Of the jurisprudents the one who is protector of his soul [against the sinful], 

who applies his religion well, 

who opposes his unlawful passions, 

who is submissive to the Commands of his Lord:  It is then obligatory for people to follow such a person.” 

The Muj’tahideen should not only be acquainted with religious sciences but also to have high insight, which is of the nature of the gifted (non-acquired) knowledge. 

	The fourth point about the Aalim or Muj’tahid is that he should be familiar with the spirit of the people of his times.  The Holy Quran refers to this point when it says in Surah 14 (Ibrahim), Ayah 4:
وَمَا أَرْسَلْنَا مِنْ رَسُولٍ إِلَّا بِلِسَانِ قَوْمِهِ لِيُبَيِّنَ لَهُمْ ۖ فَيُضِلُّ اللَّهُ مَنْ يَشَاءُ وَيَهْدِي مَنْ يَشَاءُ ۚ وَهُوَ الْعَزِيزُ الْحَكِيمُ

	“And We sent not a Messenger except to Teach in his own people’s Language, in order to Make the Truth Clear to them…”


The Prophet (pbuh) spoke in the language of the culture and the customs of the peoples of his time.  Besides, the lifestyle of the Prophet and the 12 Imams is a wonderful example for the Aalim or Muj’tahid to follow, and to utilize it in the most effective way of communication.

The Quran emphasizes as a principle that all the pomp and show of life is meaningless when it is devoid of faith and spirituality and if it is not consistent with the aim of benefiting man.   The Holy Quran describes the fate of those with no aim in their life and are negligent of faith, in Surah 24 (Al-Noor), Ayah 39:
	وَالَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا أَعْمَالُهُمْ كَسَرَابٍ بِقِيعَةٍ يَحْسَبُهُ الظَّمْآنُ مَاءً حَتَّىٰ إِذَا جَاءَهُ لَمْ يَجِدْهُ شَيْئًا وَوَجَدَ اللَّهَ عِنْدَهُ فَوَفَّاهُ حِسَابَهُ ۗ وَاللَّهُ سَرِيعُ الْحِسَابِ

	“As for those who disbelieve, their deeds are like a mirage in a desert; which the thirsty mistakes it for water, but when he approaches it, he finds it to be nothing”.


Purely material life is as good as a mirage.  Numerous people lack direction and are submerged in vulgarity.  We pray Allah to grant us a happy end, give us the favor of obedience, worship, and devotion to Him.  We pray to Allah to make us true devotees of Islam, make our intentions pure, protect us against every evil and grant us salvation in this world and in the hereafter. 
Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba.
o((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).  
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20
A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:

To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.

8. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
9. Du’aas categorized and translated
10. Bulletins of Affiliation
11. Statistics monthly
12. Statistics of current and previous years.
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reached 14204 for the month of July, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 21,867 as of  8-8-11.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
ABOUT CARE OF THE BULLETINS
The Bulletins of Affiliation contain the name of God and quotes from the Holy Quran, therefore PLEASE deal with it appropriately.  Do not throw it away haphazardly, and if you find any of its pages thrown away, please pick it up, tear it to small pieces then dispense with it.

((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
QUESTIONS:
Islamic Ethics
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	A
	|
	21.
	D

	2.
	D
	|
	22.
	B

	3.
	A
	|
	23.
	C

	4.
	A
	|
	24.
	D

	5.
	C
	|
	25.
	A

	6.
	B
	|
	26.
	C

	7.
	C
	|
	27.
	B

	8.
	C
	|
	28.
	D

	9.
	C
	|
	29.
	A

	10.
	D
	|
	30.
	B

	11.
	C
	|
	31.
	B

	12.
	D
	|
	32.
	C

	13
	B
	|
	33.
	C

	14.
	B
	|
	34.
	A

	15.
	B
	|
	35.
	D

	16.
	C
	|
	36.
	D

	17.
	B
	|
	37.
	A

	18.
	A
	|
	38.
	B

	19.
	A
	|
	39.
	D

	20.
	A
	|
	40.
	A


 ((((((((((·((((((((((
IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.

((((((((((·((((((((((

IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS: Islamic Ethics
1 Islam urges us to purify ourselves, how can we do that?

a. Good intentions, goodwill, and following the Quran.

b. Doing the Wudu and prayers + a.

c. Taking a full bath.

d. Good intentions with a full bath + b and c.
2 "A truthful tongue is the best.  It can lead to the least degree of trouble."  Why is it hard to be truthful most of the time?

a. It may be embarrassing.

b. It may hurt someone's feelings.

c. It is more fun not to be truthful.

d. a and b above.
3 What is virtue?

a. Applying the Divine Commands.

b. Applying only the Sunnah.

c. Goodness of character.

d. To be absolutely in the way of Allah.
4 Is to be honest as good as being trustworthy?

a. Yes, very much so.

b. No way, less important.

c. It is more important.

d. Both are good yet not so important.
5 Allah commands us in the Holy Quran to fulfill our contracts and promises.  Why is that?

a. A true Muslim must be honest.

b. Would be best for the society.

c. a and b above + good for us.

d. Likes us to be perfect + b.
6 Can a believer be a believer without integrity?

a. Yes, he can.

b. No, since Iman without integrity is useless.

c. Believers' self is molded by Iman.

d. a and b above.
7 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) urges us to be kind, and so does the Quran.  Why should we be kind?

a. Kindness is a mark of faith.

b. Kindness is a component of godliness.

c. Kindness springs from love + the above.

d. Kindness is done to gain respect of others.
8 How are we to treat our parents and family?

a. Love, love and more love.

b. With a high measure of love, respect and understanding.

c. Deeds showing love + b.

d. Show love only if they show us love.
9 Does Allah favor those who are kind and loving?

a. Yes, all kinds of loving people.

b. Yes, the faithful, kind, and loving people.

c. The kindness and love done for His sake.

d. All the above.
10 Does the Holy Quran urge us to be courteous?

a. Yes, often.

b. The Quran singles out Muhammad (pbuh) as the best example, an example for us to follow and imitate.

c. The Quran never mentions courtesy + b.

d. a and b above.
11 "Allah will exalt the person who has humility for Allah's  sake."  Why?

a. Because humility is done with Allah in mind.

b. It is the doorway for modesty.

c. It is a form of Ibadah + a and b.

d. It is the Ibadah itself + a & b & c.
12 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said "The riches are from the contentment of the heart."

a. When there is no greed, there is contentment.

b. Happiness is a state of mind, a feeling.

c. Often a materially rich person is worry-wart and unhappy.

d. Riches can emanate from faith + above.
13 What troubles can a greedy person have?

a. Hurts others, sometimes very much.

b. Hurts himself & others depending on kind of greed.

c. Hurts Islam.

d. Most people are greedy, no trouble at all.
14 Are Muslims to have compassion towards all creatures of Allah?

a. No, that is impossible.

b. Ideally, yes, since compassion has to prevail.

c. Only if we can.

d. b and c above.
15 Should we sometimes encourage cruelty?

a. Cruelty is like conceit both are discouraged by Islam.

b. Cruelty often comes from anger + a.

c. There is nothing wrong with cruelty, it should be encouraged.

d. To show how big we are, we should be cruel.
16 Why not revenge?

a. Revenge often is unwise.

b. Revenge is usually destructive.

c. a and b above + better be avoided.

d. None of the above.
17 How about gossip as a habit?

a. It is wonderful, most of my friends gossip.

b. It is bad, a person's reputation may be harmed.

c. I enjoy gossiping.

d. Gossip fills my time, all of us love it.
18 "A good Muslim is he from whose tongue and deeds other Muslims have been spared."  What does this Hadith teach us?

a. A good Muslim does not hurt others by what he says or does.

b. A good Muslim is the builder and the promoter of goodness.

c. A good Muslim keeps his mouth shut + b.

d. A good Muslim hardly does anything.
19 We are held responsible to ourselves for our deeds.  What does this lead to?

a. Makes us careful about what we intend and do.

b. We can shove off responsibility and sneak about it.

c. There is no escape, we should take our responsibility seriously.

d. Care free society.
20 How will the Islamic world be if Muslims carry on their responsibilities?

a. Ideal, attractive, superb.

b. No different than at the present time. 

c. Will be just OK.

d. The whole world becomes Muslim.
21 What can friction and enmity among Muslims lead to?

a. Can lead to destruction.

b. Memories don't die easily, bad things will be remembered.

c. No true winner is the result.

d. All the above.
22 Are good deeds a form of charity?

a. Yes they are sometimes.

b. Always, charitable works spring from good deeds.

c. Depends on the kind of deed + a.

d. All the above.
23 Do we give charity to show off?

a. No, since to show off means weakness of self.

b. a + impolite.

c. a + in obedience to Islam.

d. Yes to remind others of the favors done.
24 Why does the Holy Quran command us to be moderate in our dealings and deeds?

a. Moderation is the optimum.

b. Moderation is less likely to lead to trouble.

c. Moderation does not exhaust our capacity.

d. a and b above.
25 "To seek knowledge is a major obligation on Muslims."  What does this Hadith mean?

a. It is a sacred duty to be after knowledge.

b. Seeking knowledge for the improvement of only mankind is a duty.

c. Learn to make money and become rich.

d. b and c above.
26 A good educated Muslim can be of greater use to the society.

a. Can educate others and open their minds.

b. Can be of more good to the society.

c. Above, but only if his intentions are good.

d. a and b above.
27 Muhammad (pbuh) said "The gateway to Heavens is through the satisfaction of mothers."  How come?

a. The mother deserves extra attention.

b. Repaying her extra work and toil, she deserves extra attention.

c. She is likely to be ignored.

d. It is a heavenly command.
28 "The best of you towards Allah are those who are best towards their own family."   What does this Hadith mean?

a. Allah loves those who are good to their family.

b. A good family is the basis of society.

c. We are urged to do our best in our family relationship.

d. All the above.
29 "He who believes in Allah and the Day of Judgment, let him cause no harm to his neighbor."  What does this Hadith mean?

a. The great value Islam gives to the neighbors.

b. All neighbors deserve the standard of excellence.

c. Nasty neighbors are not to be so treated + b.

d. a above if they are good.
30 "A virtuous wife is a man's best treasure."  What does this Hadith mean?

a. Virtue of a woman is the basis of family integrity.

b. Virtue leads to stability and trust + a.

c. Virtue leads to insecurity and disgust.

d. Virtuous wife is rarely appreciated.
31 What if an orphan or widow is ill-treated?

a. Person will go to Hell.

b. It will cost the person demerits.

c. Person is non-Muslim.

d. Person is crude, non-sensitive and cruel.
32 "The rights of women are sacred."  What does this Hadith mean?

a. Islam believes in equal rights.

b. Rights of women are taken seriously.

c. b + religiously binding.

d. b + on condition they do their homework.
33 Who gets hurt from the act of stealing?

a. The owner.

b. The people who buy the goods.

c. Everyone who potentially deals with it.

d. Only the thief when caught.
34 What does Islam say about honest work?

a. Urges us to do honest work.

b. Only encourages us for that.

c. The only way there is to work + b.

d. One of the ways to do so.
35 What does the Holy Quran say about usury?

a. "Usury belongs to Satan, so avoid it."

b. "Allah will deprive usury of all blessings."

c. "Usury belongs to Ahlul Kitab, so avoid it."

d. b + "But will increase it for deeds of charity."
36 What is the stand of Islam towards liquor?

a. Encourages us to get drunk

b. Mildly prohibiting it.

c. Use it to cook with.

d. Complete prohibition.
37 What is an alcohol dependent person?

a. Someone who cannot be without alcohol.

b. Someone who depends on alcohol when in distress.

c. Someone who has to drink when preparing for a fight.

d. Someone who likes the taste but hates the smell of alcohol.
38 Why should a husband and wife be devoted to each other?

a. It is so nicely selfish.

b. It leads to the best relationship.

c. It is best for the children at first.

d. a and b above.
39 What commands does the Holy Quran give us for man/woman relationship?

a. Enjoyment of each other through marriage.

b. Amiable decent relationship.

c. Respect of person rights through intense negotiations.

d. Respect of personal rights + and b.
40 Does Islam keep the rights of the divorcees well?

a. Yes, in full equity.

b. Islam favors men.

c. Islam favors women at the expense of men.

d. Yes, but there is discrepancy.
((((((((((·((((((((((
Invocation of Du’aa
Imam Ali [a.s.] said: 

"The most beloved deed on the earth with Allah, Almighty and Glorious is invocation, and the best worship is modesty and piety."

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 93, p. 295

Imam Ali [a.s.], when teaching some of his followers, said:

"The doors of heaven are opened at five times: When it is raining; at the time of Holy War; at the time of Call to prayer; at the time of recitation of the Quran with the setting of the sun, and at the break of dawn."

Al-Khisal, by Saduq, p. 302

Again, Imam Ali [a.s.] said: 

"Avail yourselves of the invocation in five situations: 

1. At the time of recitation of the Quran, 

2. at the time of prayer call, 

3. when it is raining, 

4. when attending the Holy War ready for martyrdom, 

5. when an oppressed person supplicates, because, certainly, there is no barrier for it beneath the Throne."

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 93, p. 343

Imam Husain [a.s.] said: 

"O Lord! You are the nearest one from Whom we can request; You are the fastest responder, and You are most gracious in bestowing; whose gift is the vastest and You hearken the best to what you are asked for. I call to You, O' the Beneficent in this world and the next, and the Merciful in both of them!"

Arafah Invocation

Imam Ali [a.s.] said: 
"He who is bestowed four things is not deprived of four things: 
1. he who is allowed to pray is not deprived of the response to it; 
2. he who is allowed to offer repentance is not deprived of its acceptance; 
3. he who is allowed to seek forgiveness is not deprived of forgiveness; 
4. and he who is allowed to be grateful is not deprived of furtherance of favors."

Nahjul Balaaghah, Saying 135

Imam al-Saadiq [a.s.] said: 

"Treat your ailments with charity and repel varieties of affliction by invocation."

At-Tahthib, vol. 4, p.112

Imam al-Saadiq [a.s.] said: 

"Ask (Allah) for your requisite and insist on demanding because Allah likes the persistence of the insisting believers of His servants."

Wasa'il-ush-Shi'ah,voI. 7, p. 60
Imam al-Saadiq [a.s.] said: 
"I recommend you to invocation, because you can not get nigh to Allah by any means like it."

Al-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 467

Imam Ali [a.s.] said: 
"It may happen that you ask (Allah) for something and He does not give it to you in order to endow you with (something) of better quality (later)."

Ghurar-ul-Hikam, p.185 

Imam al-Saadiq [a.s.] said: 
"Every invocation sought from Allah Almighty is barred by the sky unless it is coupled with 'Salawaat', benediction upon the Prophet and his progeny." (The expression of 'Salawaat' means: O God bless Muhammad and his descendants). 

Usul-i-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 493
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