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يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا اذْكُرُوا نِعْمَتَ اللَّهِ عَلَيْكُمْ إِذْ هَمَّ قَوْمٌ أَنْ يَبْسُطُوا إِلَيْكُمْ أَيْدِيَهُمْ فَكَفَّ أَيْدِيَهُمْ عَنْكُمْ ۖ وَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ ۚ وَعَلَى اللَّهِ فَلْيَتَوَكَّلِ الْمُؤْمِنُونَ
O ye who believe! Call in remembrance the favor of Allah unto you when certain men formed the design to stretch out their hands against you, but (Allah) held back their hands from you: so heed Allah. And on Allah let believers put all their trust.
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Truthfulness in Islamic Moral System
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A Look into the Future of Mankind
March 2012 Issue 
The Quran and its Influence
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The Prophet’s treatment of women
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December 2012 Issue
The Prophet’s Muslim State in Medina
	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH

One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.

	AL-ALI (The Most High)
[image: image2.png]



Allah is the Highest One. He is higher than the whole of the created universe. This does not mean that His highness is closer to the high mountains, to the stars above, to the higher intellects or to the ones who occupy high positions. Neither is He farther from the deepest depths and the lowest of the low. Allah is close to every atom of His creation in all places, and closer to man than his jugular vein.

As His essence and attributes do not bear any resemblance to the essence and attributes of His created beings, His nearness and farther-ness and His being high cannot be measured by the limits of human intellect.

He is higher than the unimaginable heights. None resem​ble Him. He is higher than all; perfect attributes in power, knowledge, judgment and will together. Al-Ali is He who is highest by Himself, in Himself, in the qualification that applies only to Him.

Some, with good will but lesser mental and spiritual com​prehension, think of Allah as a Being residing in high heavens on His throne, and imagine Him as a king of a vast kingdom, ruling the universe through His agents, officers, priests and potentates.

Allah Most High has no place, for He is the place of all places.

Allah has no time, as He is the time of all times. He needs no agent to act in His name.

He is the highest in the sense that He is above and encom​passes all that has been, all there is, and all there will be.

Abd al-Ali is he who is valued by all because he is given virtue and generosity, and who supports and helps all those around him.

	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	( Three matters I vow to:


   A charity which will but enhance its giver;


   Allah increases the dignity of a person who forgives; and


   Allah increases the station of the man of humility.

	

	Sayings of Imam Al-Jawaad, the 9th Imam

	One manner of the abandonment of the Book of Allah is that:  
· People extol its letters while deviating from its teachings, thus they recite it but do not apply it.  The crowds lacking its knowledge cherish its memorization, while men of knowledge are saddened by its abandonment.


BULLETIN OF AFFILIATION

[image: image3.jpg]



Quran Account Inc.





Quarterly, Vol. 31, No. 1



     March-2012
AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 8,565 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 91 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.

((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
الصحابي عبد الله بن جحش
Abdullah ibn Jahsh
 (The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 
Abdullah ibn Jahsh was a cousin of the Prophet whose  sister (Zainab bint Jahsh) was a wife of the Prophet. Abdullah ibn Jahsh became a Muslim before the Prophet entered the House of al-Arqam that became a meeting place, a school and a place of refuge for the early Muslims. Ibn Jahsh was thus one of the first to accept Islam.
When the Prophet gave permission for his Companions to emigrate to Medina to avoid further persecution by  Quraish, Abdullah ibn Jahsh was the second to leave, preceded only by Abu Salamah. Emigrating was not a new experience for Abdullah. He and some members of his immediate family had migrated before to Abyssinia. This time, however, his migration was on a far bigger scale. His family and relatives--men, women and children, migrated to Medina with him. In fact, his whole clan had become Muslim and had accompanied him.
There was an air of desolation as they left Mecca. Their homes appeared abandoned and forlorn as if no one had lived there before. 

Abdullah's clan were not long gone when the alarmed Quraish leaders made rounds of the districts in Mecca to find out which Muslims had left and who remained. Among these leaders were Abu Jahl and Ut’ba ibn Rabi’ah. Ut’ba went to the houses of the Banu Jahsh and banged on the doors and screamed:

"The houses of the Banu Jahsh have become empty and are eager to be occupied." "Who were these people anyway," said Abu Jahl condescendingly, and he laid claim to the house of Ibn Jahsh. It was the most beautiful and expensive of the houses. He began to dispose freely of its contents as a conqueror shares out his possessions.

Later, when Abdullah ibn Jahsh heard what Abu Jahl had done to his house, he mentioned it to the Prophet, (pbuh), who said:

"Aren't you satisfied, O Abdullah, with what God has given you in its place, it is a house in Paradise?"

"Yes, Messenger of God," he replied, satisfied.

Abdullah ibn Jahsh had scarcely settled in Medina when he had to undergo a very testing experience. Just as he began to taste a comfortable life under the sponsorship of the Ansaar after having escaped Mecca, he was asked to carry out the most difficult assignment since he became Muslim.

The Prophet (pbuh), commissioned eight of his Companions to carry out the first expedition in Islam. Among them were Abdullah ibn Jahsh and Sad ibn Abi Waqqas.

"I appoint as your Commander the one who can best bear hunger and thirst," said the Prophet and gave the standard to Abdullah ibn Jahsh. He was thus the first to be made Amir over a contingent of believers.

The Prophet gave him precise instructions on the route he should take on the expedition and gave him a letter. He commanded Abdullah to read the letter only after two days of travel.

After the expedition had been on its way for two days, Abdullah looked at the contents of the letter. It said, "When you have read this letter, press on until you come to a place called Nakhlah between Ta’if and Mecca. From there observe the Quraish and gather whatever information you can on them for us."

"At your command, O Prophet of God," exclaimed Abdullah as he finished reading the letter. Then he spoke to his colleagues:

"The Prophet has commanded me to proceed to Nakhlah to observe the Quraish and gather information on them for him. He has also commanded me not to go further with anyone who is against the purpose of this expedition. So whoever desires martyrdom and is in total agreement with this expedition can accompany me. Whoever is not in agreement, may turn back without blame. "

"At your command, O messenger of Allah," they all responded. "We shall go with you, Abdullah, wherever the Prophet of God has commanded."

The group continued until they reached Nakhlah and began to move along the mountain passes seeking information on Quraish movements. While they were thus engaged, they saw in the distance a Quraish caravan. There were four men in the caravan--Amr ibn al-Hadhrami, Hukm ibn Kaysan, Uthman ibn Abdullah and his brother Mughira. They were carrying merchandise for the Quraish--skins, raisins and other usual Quraish stock in trade.

The Sahaaba conferred together. It was the last day of the sacred months. "If we were to kill them," they agreed, "we would have killed them in the inviolate months. To do so would be to violate the sacredness of this month and expose ourselves to the wrath of all Arabs. If we leave them alone for a day so that the month will be completed, they would have entered the precincts of Mecca and thus be secure from us."

They continued consulting until finally they agreed to pounce on the caravan and take whatever merchandise they could as booty. Before long, two of the men were captured and one was killed; the fourth escaped.

Abdullah ibn Jahsh and his men took the two prisoners and the caravan on to Medina. They went to the Prophet (pbuh) and informed him about what they had done. The Prophet was greatly upset and strongly condemned their action.

"By God, I did not command you to fight. I only commanded you to gather information on the Quraish and observe their movements." He granted a reprieve to the two prisoners and he left the caravan and did not take a single item from it.

Abdullah ibn Jahsh and his men knew then that they had fallen into disgrace because of their disobeying the Prophet. They were mortified since other Muslims censured them and avoided them. And they would say, "These people went against the command of the Prophet."

Their discomfiture grew when they learned that the Quraish had taken the incident as a means to discredit the Prophet and denounce him among the local tribes. The Quraish were saying: "Muhammad has defiled the sacred month. He has shed blood in it, plundered wealth and captured men."

Imagine the guilt felt by Abdullah ibn Jahsh and his men, more so because of the embarrassment they had caused the Prophet.  The agony weighed heavily on them. Then came the good news that Allah (swt) was pleased with what they had done and had sent down a revelation to His Prophet about this matter.  Imagine their happiness! People came and embraced them, congratulating them on the good news and reciting to them what had been revealed in the glorious Quran about their action.

يَسْأَلُونَكَ عَنِ الشَّهْرِ الْحَرَامِ قِتَالٍ فِيهِ ۖ قُلْ قِتَالٌ فِيهِ كَبِيرٌ ۖ وَصَدٌّ عَنْ سَبِيلِ اللَّهِ وَكُفْرٌ بِهِ وَالْمَسْجِدِ الْحَرَامِ وَإِخْرَاجُ أَهْلِهِ مِنْهُ أَكْبَرُ عِنْدَ اللَّهِ ۚ وَالْفِتْنَةُ أَكْبَرُ مِنَ الْقَتْلِ ۗ وَلَا يَزَالُونَ يُقَاتِلُونَكُمْ حَتَّىٰ يَرُدُّوكُمْ عَنْ دِينِكُمْ إِنِ اسْتَطَاعُوا ۚ وَمَنْ يَرْتَدِدْ مِنْكُمْ عَنْ دِينِهِ فَيَمُتْ وَهُوَ كَافِرٌ فَأُولَٰئِكَ حَبِطَتْ أَعْمَالُهُمْ فِي الدُّنْيَا وَالْآخِرَةِ ۖ وَأُولَٰئِكَ أَصْحَابُ النَّارِ ۖ هُمْ فِيهَا خَالِدُونَ
"They ask you about fighting in the sacred month. Say: 
Fighting therein is an enormity as well as preventing (people) from the path of God and disbelief in Him. 
Expelling people from the Masjid al Haram is a greater sin in the eyes of God. 
Moreover, persecution is greater than killing." 
(Surah al-Baqarah 2: 217).

When these verses were revealed, the Prophet's mind was eased. He took the caravan and ransomed the prisoners. He became pleased with Abdullah ibn Jahsh and his men. Their expedition was certainly a major event in the early life of the Muslim community . . .

The Battle of Badr followed. Abdullah ibn Jahsh fought in it and was put to a great test, but a test to which his faith was equal.

Then came the Battle of Ohod. There is a noteworthy story involving Abdullah ibn Jahsh and his friend Sad ibn Abi Waqqas. Let us leave Sad to tell it:
During the battle, Abdullah came to me and said:  Aren't you making a Du’aa to God?'

"Yes," said I. So we moved aside and I prayed, "O Lord, when I meet the enemy, let me meet a man of enormous strength and fury. Then grant me victory over him that I may kill him and acquire spoils from him." Abdullah said Amen and then he prayed:

"Let me meet a man of great standing and enormous fury. I shall fight him for Your sake, O Lord, and he shall fight me. He shall take me and cut off my nose and ears and when I meet You on the morrow You will say:
"For what were your nose and ear cut off?" And I would 
reply, "For Your sake and for the sake of Your Prophet." And then You would say, "You have spoken the truth. ." Sad continues the story:
The prayer of Abdullah ibn Jahsh was better than mine. I saw him at the end of the day. He was killed and mutilated and in fact his nose and his ear were hung on a tree with a thread. God responded to the prayer of Abdullah ibn Jahsh and blessed him with martyrdom as He blessed his uncle, the Leader of Martyrs, Hamza ibn Abdul Mut’talib. The noble Prophet buried them together in a single grave. His tears watered the earth anointed with the fragrance of martyrdom.

The Quran and its Influence
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
May I ask you to hold to Taq’wa, which means piety and righteousness, and to revere Allah and obey His Divine Commands!  Let us be aware of our eventuality and departure into the everlasting life.  May Allah provide us all with the spirit of righteousness and obedience as best means for all of us. 

The Glorious Quran is Allah’s Word as revealed to His Prophet, Muhammad (pbuh). Allah gave some miracles to every Prophet, but those miracles became history when the Prophet was gone.  Thus, those miracles were local, transient, and could not be seen again by the following generations.  On the other hand, Allah gave Muhammad (pbuh) an imperishable miracle; it is the Holy Quran.  It is a perpetual continuous miracle for all generations and ages.  The Quran is the Word of God, a magnificent piece of Arabic literature full of wisdom and guidance to mankind that cannot be imitated. 

No man could ever write such perfect guidance on so many subjects.  The Quran is a Divine and sacred Book.  The Quran itself challenges man to produce the likes of it, or even a verse like it, but no man has ever been able to do the likes.  The Quran asserts in Surah 17 (al-Israa), Ayah 88: 
	قُلْ لَئِنِ اجْتَمَعَتِ الْإِنْسُ وَالْجِنُّ عَلَىٰ أَنْ يَأْتُوا بِمِثْلِ هَٰذَا الْقُرْآنِ لَا يَأْتُونَ بِمِثْلِهِ وَلَوْ كَانَ بَعْضُهُمْ لِبَعْضٍ ظَهِيرًا

	“Say: If the whole of mankind and Jinn were to join forces to produce the like of this Quran, 

they will not produce its like even though they support each other [in the effort]”.


	It is also a miracle that the Holy Quran has remained unchanged and unaltered during the past 1400 years, and it shall remain so till the Day of Resurrection, for Allah has taken it on Himself to protect it.  Allah says in Surah 15 (al-Hij’r), Ayah 9: 
إِنَّا نَحْنُ نَزَّلْنَا الذِّكْرَ وَإِنَّا لَهُ لَحَافِظُونَ

	“Verily!  We who have sent down the Reminder [Quran]; and We shall certainly guard it.”


From the time the Quran was revealed till today, some people have tried to cast doubt about its Divinity, but they have failed consistently, because it contains the Truth.  The Quran gives guidance and wisdom; it has a great deal of good to offer.


Every right-minded reader can derive benefit from it any time he wishes.  Nowadays, more than one and a half billion Muslims believe in it, live by it and die by it.  The Quran urges man to think, to ponder and to understand, and it forbids one to drown his reason or belief blindly. 

To understand the Glorious Quran, it is necessary to know the lives of the Prophet (pbuh), Imam Ali, Hadhrat Fatima, Imam al-Hasan and Imam al-Husain, who translated into action every command the Quran came with; Muhammad being the perfect example for men, Ali for youths, Fatima for women and al-Hasan and al-Husain for children at the time.

The Holy Quran is like an ocean; the less learned men collect the trivial (pebbles and shells) from its shores; while the scholars and thinkers bring out the gems from it.  Contained within the Quran are gems of high philosophy, wisdom, and rules of perfect living.  It is all for the taking: free!


The Holy Quran, like every sacred text, should not be compared with human writings, because it is a Divine message in human language.  The Quran is coherent but man himself is the incoherent; and it takes much effort for man to integrate himself into his Center so that the Message of the Divine Book becomes clarified for him and reveals to him its inner meaning. 


The difficulty in reading the Quran and trying to reach its meaning is in the immeasurable level between the Divine Message and the human recipient.  In other words, between what God speaks and what man can hear —in a language which despite being a sacred language, is nevertheless a language of men.  The language of the Quran is a sacred language because God has chosen it as His instrument of communication.  Allah always chooses to `speak' in a language which is primordial that expresses the profoundest truths in the most concrete terms. 

This language is profound in depth and usually little developed on the surface as can be seen in Quranic Arabic.  Every word of the Quran carries a world of meaning within itself.

The Quran consists of chapters and verses, some of which are didactic and explanatory, others are poetic, usually short and to the point. 
The Quran contains several grand themes:

1. First of all, it deals with the nature of reality, with the Divine Reality and its relation to the realm of relativity.  

2. Secondly, the Quran says much about the natural world and in a sense the Islamic sector of the cosmos that participates in the Quranic revelation. 

3. Thirdly, the Quran contains many pages on sacred history, but the episodes of this history are recounted more for their significance as lessons for the inner life of the soul than as historical accounts of ages past. Sacred history in the Quran contains, above all, moral and spiritual lessons for us here and now.

4. Fourthly, the Quran also deals with Laws for the individual as well as for the society, and it is the most important source of Islamic Law, or the Shari’ah. 

5. Furthermore, the Quran comes back again and again to the question of ethics, of good and evil, of the significance of living a virtuous life.  

6. Finally, the Quran speaks, especially in its last chapters, in majestic language about eschatological events, about the end of this world, about the Day of Judgment, paradise, purgatory, and hell.

According to the Prophet and Imams, the Quran has many levels of meaning, of which, the highest is known to God alone.  In the same way that God is both: the apparent (al-Dhahir) and the innermost (al-Baatin), His Book (the Quran) also has an apparent and inner dimension or, in fact, several levels of inner meaning. 


The chapters (Surahs) and verses (Ayahs) of the Quran are both the path and the guidepost in the Muslim's earthly journey.  In the Quran you find everything Islamic, from metaphysics and theology to Law and ethics, and from the sciences to the arts.


Every movement that has begun in Islamic history, whether religious, intellectual, social, or political, has sought legitimization in the Quran, and the permanent flow of the daily life of traditional Muslims unaffected by such movements has also been marked in the deepest sense by the presence of the Quran.


Jurists have sought to inter​pret the Quran’s legal verses; and the Sufis its inner meaning. Philoso​phers have drawn from its philosophical utterances, and theologians have debated its assertions about God's Attributes and His relation to the world. 

Imam Ali has taught us the Du’aa after finishing reading the whole Quran:  
	اللهم ارحمنی بالقرآن العظیم   
واجعله لی إماماً  ونورا  وهدی  ورحمة،
اللهم ذکرنی منه ما نسیت   وعلّمنی منه ما جهلت   
وارزقنی تلاوته  آناء اللیل وآناء النهار  

واجعله لی حجة یا ربّ العالمین.

	0 Allah have mercy on me in the name of the Holy Quran; 

· O Allah let the Quran be for me a Guide, a Light, a Guidance, and Mercy; 

· 0 Allah make me remember of it what I have forgotten; 

· and make me know of the Quran what I am ignorant of; 

· and make me recite the Quran night and day; 

· and make the Quran an argument for me:

· 0’ Thou Sustainer of the world! Amen!


	Also we can recite this Du’aa after reading The Holy Quran (also produced forth by Ali):
اللهم اشرح بالقرآن صدری 
واستعمل بالقرآن بدنی   
ونوّر بالقرآن بصری   


واطلق بالقرآن لسانی   
وأعنّی ما ابقیتـنی 
فانه لاحول ولاقوّة إلاّ بک.

	· 0 my Lord!  Expand thou my breast with the Quran, 

· Actuate thou my body with the Quran, 

· Enlighten my sight with the Quran, 

· Support my tongue by the Quran, 

· Let me mould my life according to the Quran, so long as You make me live, 

· For verily there is neither Power nor Might except by Thee.” 


Practicing Quranic teachings brings dignity, power, and wellness for the Muslims, The Holy Quran calls man towards knowledge, insight, pie​ty, sacrifice, and kindness.
Today, as when it was revealed, the Quran remains the central reality of Islam and the heart of the Muslim both in its individual as well as in its social life.

For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.

Let us talk about Imam Musa al-Kadhim.  He was born on 7th of Safar year 128 Hijrah. Imam Musa al-Kadhim was legendary for his piety and well known for his prayers, generosity, and munificence, to such an extent that whenever people mentioned him they would say he was a lover of prayers, servitude, and devotion.


Imam Al-Kadhim was the epitome of good character and the paragon of virtue.  The outstanding merit (Al-Fadh'l) and perfection of character were gathered in him

Musa Al-Kadhim restraint and forbearance were known wide and far, it was proverbial, hence the nickname of Al-Kadhim, meaning the Restrained, the one who controls himself no matter what befalls him.
Being the head spiritual man of his time, Imam Musa Kadhim paid no heed to the ruler of the Islamic nation at the time (Haroon al-Rashid).  The ruler, though the most powerful man on earth then, was an erratic, indulging, unjust, man.  Therefore, al-Kadhim stood up to this ruler, exposing his inequities and the wicked things he committed.  Al-Kadhim ordered his friends and followers to avoid cooperating with the authority, or extending a hand in teamwork with them.

Though Imam al-Kadhim prevented many from co-working with Haroon the ruler, he ordered a segment of capable and faithful men to enter the governmental machinery though, to build influence and help friends of the Imam when they were in difficulty.

We pray Allah to help us deliver the message of Islam, offer it to others, to be faithful advisors, grant us the opportunity to achieve both knowledge and piety.

 Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba.

o((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).   They can be had on credit.
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20
A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
TO SUBSCRIBE:

To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.
8. Articles in Arabic.
9. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
10. Du’aas categorized and translated
11. Bulletins of Affiliation
12. Statistics monthly
13. Statistics of current and previous years.
14. Topics in the Quran
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reached 17,505 for the month of January 2012, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 24,407 as of  2-17-2012.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
ABOUT CARE OF THE BULLETINS
The Bulletins of Affiliation contain the name of God and quotes from the Holy Quran, therefore PLEASE deal with it appropriately.  Do not throw it away haphazardly, and if you find any of its pages thrown away, please pick it up, tear it to small pieces then dispense with it.

((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
QUESTIONS:
IBADAT
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	D
	|
	21.
	A

	2.
	A
	|
	22.
	C

	3.
	C
	|
	23.
	D

	4.
	B
	|
	24.
	C

	5.
	D
	|
	25.
	A

	6.
	D
	|
	26.
	D

	7.
	B
	|
	27.
	A
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IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.

((((((((((·((((((((((

IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS: Ibadat

1. What does declaring the Shahaada mean?

a. That Allah is the only Lord we worship.

b. That Allah is one and there is no trinity in Islam.

c. That the oneness of Allah is the basis of Muslim belief.

d. All the above.

2. What are the attributes of Allah the Almighty?

a. The Sublime Qualities of Allah (swt).

b. The signs of Allah (swt).

c. The names of Allah (swt).

d. All the above.

3. What does the Shahaada tell us?

a. The essence of Islam.

b. The covenant between Allah (swt) and us + a.

c. The declaration of accepting Islam + a.

d. To brag about Islam.

4. What is Salat?

a. Belief in Prayer.

b. Proscribed Islamic Prayer.

c. Judo-Christian Prayer.

d. Glorifying Allah day and night.

5. Why do we have to do Salat?

a. Obedience to Allah's orders.

b. The Prophet (pbuh) urged us to do.

c. All Muslims do it. 

d. It is good to do + a and b above.

6. What are the times of the Salat?

a. At noon.

b. Morning, sunset, and evening.

c. Afternoon and after sunset.

d. Morning, noon, afternoon, after sunset, night.

7. How does Salat purify ourselves?

a. It purifies us with water.

b. It purifies us spiritually.

c. It does not purify us.

d. It purifies us with soap.

8. Do we perform the obligatory Salat alone or in a group?

a. Alone, sometimes.

b. Alone, often.

c. In a mosque, as a group.

d. Alone, all the time.

9. Should you move around when you do the Salat?

a. Yes, why not.

b. No, it will nullify the Salat.

c. You may to some extent.

d. All the above.

10. Will the Salat remind you to avoid doing anything bad?

a. Yes, it prevents vice.

b. No it does not.

c. Every once in a while.

d. Maybe.

11. What do we have to do before we do the Salat?

a. Pray Sunnah.

b. Take a bath.

c. Do Wudu.

d. Fast one day.

12. What parts of the body have to be washed during the Wudu?

a. Washing hands and face.

b. Washing arms up to the elbows.

c. Wiping head and feet to the ankles.

d. All the above.

13. What is Tayammum?

a. Wudu without available water.

b. A special prayer during Ramadhan.

c. A Surah in the Holy Quran.

d. A Companion of the Prophet (pbuh).

14. What is Salat of Jumu’ah?

a. Janaaza Prayer.

b. Sunnah Prayer.

c. Nafal Prayer.

d. Congregational Prayer done on Friday?

15. What is Salat of Eid-ul-Adha?

a. A special Salat on Eid of sacrifice.

b. A special Salat when the moon eclipses.

c. A Salat with a Du’aa.

d. Sunnah prayer.

16. What is a Mu'ath'in?

a. Imam leading Friday Salat.

b. The call for Salat.

c. A person who calls for Salat.

d. A Companion of the Prophet (pbuh).

17. What is Iqaama?

a. A Surah in the Holy Quran.

b. Announcement of the start of the Salat.

c. A Prophet who preceded Prophet David.

d. Announcement of the start of the Athan.

18. Does the Ka'ba act as a focus to unite the Muslims in prayer?

a. No.

b. Sometimes.

c. Always.

d. None of the above.

19. What does a Rak'a consist of?

a. Standing and bowing in prayer.

b. Getting up momentarily.

c. Kneeling down twice.

d. All the above.

20. Does each Rak'a have to be done in the same and proper manner?

a. Sometimes.

b. Not necessarily so.

c. Yes always.

d. None of the above.

21. Do you always do the same number of Rak'as when you are traveling?

a. No.

b. Yes.

c. Sometimes.

d. None of the above.

22. How will a girl dress when she wants to pray?

a. Put on her cleanest, best looking dress.

b. Covers everything, except face.

c. b above + hands and feet.

d. In shorts.

23. Why do we fast?

a. Moses ordered the duty of fasting.

b. Muhammad (pbuh) ordered it.

c. Angel Jibreel ordered it.

d. Almighty Allah (swt) ordered it.

24. Is the month of Ramadhan holy?

a. Yes to Muslims and Christians.

b. Sometimes to Muslims but not to Christians.

c. Yes to all Muslims.

d. Yes to some Muslims.

25. Does the holy month of Ramadhan keep advancing about eleven days every year?

a. Yes, because it is a lunar month.

b. No, because it is a lunar month.

c. Yes, because it is a solar month.

d. No, because it is a solar month.

26. As Ramadhan moves eleven days each year, we will have our share of fasting during winter and summer?  What is the value?

a. Distributes fairness to all people.

b. People experience the occasion all seasons.

c. It treats the hemispheres equally.

d. All the above.

27. Iftaar is a nice term, what do we do during Iftaar?

a. Break the fast, pray Maghrib, then eat.

b. Break the fast then eat.

c. Pray Maghrib then eat.

d. Break fast then sleep.

28. What is Suhoor?

a. Surah in the Holy Quran.

b. Hadith.

c. The last meal before the fast of the day.

d. The name of mid-Ramadhan prayer.

29. What is Taraweeh Prayer?

a. A night Salat in Muharram.

b. A Salat done every night in Ramadhan.

c. A night in Dhul-Hijjah.

d. A prayer done by Ali (a.s.).

30. What is Leilatul-Qadr (Night of power)?

a. Religiously the most important night.

b. The angels are commanded to descend with blessings.

c. A night of intensified worship + a and b.

d. A night when our powers of thinking is increased miraculously, + b.

31. How much is the Zakat-ul Fitr per person?

a. Three dollars.

b. Enough to feed a person one regular meal.

c. Ten dollars.

d. Five dollars.

32. During Ramadhan we watch our manners and conduct carefully. Is that one way Islam teaches us to be good?

a. This is one of two ways + c.

b. This is one of the ways + c.

c. Practice on the spot is the best way.

d. This is the way, always.

33. Are we obliged to compensate for the days not fasted if we were sick during Ramadhan?

a. Yes, it is required.

b. Not often.

c. If you feel like it.

d. No need to.

34. What is Eid-ul-Fitr?

a. Surah about Ramadhan.

b. Celebration when Ramadhan ends.

c. An angel for Ramadhan.

d. A Hadith about Ramadhan.

35. When you give Zakat, is that a form of worship?

a. Yes, since it is cardinal.

b. No.

c. Maybe.

d. All the above.

36. How does Zakat purify your earnings?

a. Sure it does, in an Islamic way.

b. I cannot see how.

c. Yes, because of its good social effect.

d. Maybe it does.

37. Is Haj done at certain times of the year?

a. Dhul-Qi'da.

b. Dhul-Hijjah.

c. Muharram.

d. Sha'ban.

38. What do we learn from the Haj?

a. See Allah's glorious commands applied.

b. Feel brotherhood of man.

c. Experience true human equality.

d. all the above and more.

39. What is Tawaf?

a. Going around Ka'ba seven times during Haj.

b. a above but five times.

c. a above but three times.

d. Be by the Ka'ba.

40. Is learning about Islam a form of good deed?

a. Yes and no.

b. Certainly, it teaches us about good deeds.

c. Islam teaches only worship.

d. Maybe.
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Tidbits
Imam Amir al Mu'mineen Ali [a] said: "A man came to the Prophet [s] and asked him to teach him an action so that both Allah, the Exalted, and people would love him, his wealth would increase, his body would be healthy, his life time would last long, and he would be raised with him (the Prophet). Then, he [s] said: 'These are six traits which need six qualities:

1 If you want Allah to love you, be afraid of Him and guard yourself against sin.

2 If you want people to love you, be benevolent to them and decline what they have in their hands.

3 If you want Allah to increase your wealth, then give its alms due.

4 If you want Allah to make your body healthy, pay charity more frequently.

5 If you want Allah to prolong your lifetime, then have regard for your kinship.

6 And, if you want Allah to raise you with me, then do prolong your prostrations before Allah, the One, the Dominator.'"

Safinat-uI-Bihar, vol. 1, p. 599
Imam Ridha, the eighth Imam, [a] said: 
A Muslim believer is not a true believer unless there are three virtues in him: 
1 the manner of his lord, 
2 the manner of his Prophet, and 
3 the manner of his Imam. 
Then, the manner of his Lord is: concealing his secrets; hence Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, said: 'The Knower of the Unseen! So He does not reveal His secrets to any, except to him whom He chooses as an apostle,...'    



Sura Al-Jinn, No.72, verses 26 & 27 
Then, the manner of his Prophet is compliance with people, when surely, Allah, Almighty and Glorious, commissioned His Prophet to favor people and He has said: 'Practice forgiveness and enjoin good and turn away from the ignorant.'

Then the manner of his Imam is (to be firm and) being patient on good days and bad days, when, verily, Allah to whom belong Might and Majesty, says: 'And (they) are patient in distress and affliction'." Sura Al-Baqarah, No.2, verse 177
'Uyun-ul-Akhbar-ur-Ridha, vol.1, p.256

Imam Muhammad ibn Ali, the ninth Imam [a] said:

"A Muslim believer should obtain these three virtues:

1 Success granted by Allah, 
2 be an admonisher of his self, and 
3 find approval from the one who advises him."

Muntah-al-'Amal, p.229

Imam Ali ibn Husain [a] the fourth Imam, was once asked how he, the son of the Messenger of Allah began each morning, and he [a] replied: "I begin each morning while I am demanded of eight virtues:

1 Allah, the Exalted, demands of me the obligatory; 
2 the Prophet [s] demands of me his tradition (Sunnah); 
3 family dependents demand of me food (material); 
4 the self looks for desires; 
5 Satan demands me (to commit) sin; 
6 the two protective angels demand of me virtuousness, 
7 the angel of death demands of me the spirit and, 
8 the grave demands of me my body.

Therefore, I am, surrounded by these traits, demanded."

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 76, p. 15

Imam Saadiq [a] said: "Verily everything is intimidated by a believer because the religion of Allah causes him to be powerful, and he is not intimidated by anything, which (epithet) is the characteristic of any believer."

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 67, p. 305
 

The Holy Prophet [s] said: 
1 Shall I not introduce ‘a believer’ to you?  A believer is the one whom other believers trust with their souls and wealth. 
2 Shall I not introduce 'a Muslim' to you?   A Muslim is the one from whose hand and tongue other Muslims are safe.... 
3 It is unlawful (Haram) for a believer to do wrong against another believer, or leave him/her in a lurch, or backbite against him/her, or suddenly reject him/her."

AI-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 235

 Imam Saadiq [a] said: "A Muslim believer must not attend a meeting wherein Allah laws are being disobeyed and the one is not in a position to stop it."

Usul-i-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 374 

Imam Saadiq [a] said: "He who habitually tells the truth, his deeds are purified; Allah increases the sustenance of the one whose intention is good; and he who treats his family members well, Allah prolongs the length of his life."

Khisal by Saduq, vol. 1 p. 88[image: image4.png]
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