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وَمَنْ يَعْصِ اللَّهَ وَرَسُولَهُ وَيَتَعَدَّ حُدُودَهُ يُدْخِلْهُ نَارًا خَالِدًا فِيهَا وَلَهُ عَذَابٌ مُهِينٌ
But those who disobey Allah and His Messenger and transgress Allah’s limits, will be admitted to a Fire, to abide therein:, And they shall have a humiliating doom.
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	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH

One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.

	AL-KABIR
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Allah is the Greatest, whose greatness stretches from before the beginning until after the end. The greatness of all conceivable greatnesses from the beginning to the end is only His creation and is proof of His greatness.

We use the term "infinite" in relation to the heavens and to time. This attribution of infinity to created things is only because a proper conception of them will not fit into our understanding. If we had a vehicle as fast as our thoughts and our imagination, and if we were carried in it in a straight line, in one direction, into the depths of the heavens, across immeasurable distances, passing millions of suns in every second, and if we had a life of billions of centuries, we would travel through only a very little of the created universe and

created time.

All this which cannot fit into our comprehension was created with a single command and with His Will. If Allah so wills, He could do it again and again and more and more without losing any of His strength. There is no difference for Him between the creation of an atom and the infinite-seeming universe. This is His grandeur as much as we can understand it. He is greater than that.

The realization of His grandeur should raise in us the fear and love of Him, and the wish to be nothing but His servants. Fear of Him is not the fear of a tyrannical strength that could crush one, whether rightfully, in vengeance, or arbitrarily. He is the Merciful, the Compassionate, the Wise, the Just, the Generous, the Loving. The fear of Allah is a fear that is an outcome of loving Him-wishing to be loved by Him and fearing to lose His love, to face His disappointment in you. The greatest loss for man is to receive Allah's disappoint​ment and anger, and the greatest gain for man is to be the beloved of Allah.

How much effort do we spend for the approval and love that we hope to receive from those whom we consider great! What a loss of effort to seek the love of the servant instead of the Master!

Abdul Kabir grows and is perfected by the hand of Allah alone, without any effort on his own or support from others.

	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	(Abominable in Allah's eyes is the one who honors a wealthy man for his wealth.

(The person who desires to be loved and esteemed by people, let him be devout and Allah-fearing.

(The one who does not keep his promise has weak religion.



	

	Sayings of Imam Al-Haadi, the 10th Imam

	· Allah Almighty made this life a sequence of testing, and the next life the abode of the outcome.  And He made the trials of this life a measure for the reward of the next life, and this recompense is the substitute for that test.
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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 8,677 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 112 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.

((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
الصحابي حذيفه بن اليمان
Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman
 (The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 
"If you wish you may consider yourself among the Muhaajiroon or, if you wish, you may consider yourself one of the Ansaar. Choose whichever is dearer to you."

With these words, the Prophet (pbuh) addressed Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman when he met him for the first time in Mecca. How did Hudhayfah come to have this choice'?

Hudhayfah’s father, al-Yaman, was a Meccan from the tribe of Abs. Because he had killed someone, he was forced to leave Mecca. He settled in Yathrib, becoming an ally (halif) of the Banu al-Ash’hal and marrying into the tribe. A son named Hudhayfah was born to him. The restrictions on his returning to Mecca were eventually lifted and he divided his time between Mecca and Yathrib but stayed more in Yathrib.

This was how Hudhayfah had a Meccan origin but a Yathribite upbringing. When the rays of Islam began to radiate over the Arabian peninsula, a delegation from the Abs tribe, which included al-Yaman, went to the Prophet and announced their acceptance of Islam. That was before the Prophet migrated to Yathrib.

Hudhayfah grew up in a Muslim household and was taught by both his mother and father who were among the first persons from Yathrib to enter the religion of God. He therefore became a Muslim before meeting the Prophet.

Hudhayfah longed to meet the Prophet. From an early age, he was keen on following whatever news there was about him. The more he heard, the more his affection for the Prophet grew and the more he longed to meet him.

At Medina, after the Hijrah, Hudhayfah became closely attached to the Prophet. He participated in all the military engagements except Badr. Explaining why he missed the Battle of Badr, he said: "I would not have missed Badr if my father and I had not been outside Medina. The disbelieving Quraish met us and asked where we were going. We told them we were going to Medina and they asked whether we intended to meet Muhammad. We insisted that we only wanted to go to Medina. They allowed us to go only after they extracted from us an undertaking not to help Muhammad against them and not to fight along with them.

"When we came to the Prophet we told him about our undertaking to the Quraish. He said that we should ignore the undertaking and seek God's help against them."

Hudhayfah participated in the Battle of Ohod with his father. The pressure on Hudhayfah during the battle was great but he acquitted himself well and emerged safe and sound. A rather different fate, however, awaited his father.

Before the battle, the Prophet (pbuh), left al-Yaman, (Hudhayfah's father), and Thabit ibn Waqsh with the other non-combatants including women and children. This was because they were both quite old. As the fighting grew fiercer, al-Yaman said to his friend: "You have no father (meaning you have no cares). What are we waiting for? We both have only a short time to live. Why don't we take our swords and join the Messenger of God? Maybe, God will bless us with martyrdom beside His Prophet."

They were soon in the thick of the fighting. Thabit ibn Waqsh was blessed with shahaada at the hands of the disbelievers. The father of Hudhayfah, however, was set upon by some Muslims who did not recognize who he was. As they flayed him, Hudhayfah cried out: "My father! My father! It's my father!"

No one heard him. The old man fell, killed in error by the swords of his own brothers in faith. They were filled with pain and remorse. Grieved as he was, Hudhayfah said to them: "May God forgive you for He is the most Merciful of those who show mercy."

The Prophet (pbuh), wanted compensation to be paid to Hudhayfah for the wrongful death of his father but Hudhayfah said: "My father was seeking shahaada and he attained it. Dear Lord, bear witness that I donate the compensation for him to the Muslims."

Because of this attitude, Hudhayfah's stature grew in the eyes of the Prophet (pbuh). Hudhayfah had three qualities which particularly impressed the Prophet: a) his unique intelligence which he employed in dealing with difficult situations; b) his spontaneous response to the call of action, and c) his ability to keep a secret even under persistent questioning.

The Prophet was keen to bring out and use the special qualities and strengths of each companion of his. In deploying his companions, he was careful to choose the right man for the right task. This he did to good advantage in the case of Hudhayfah.

One of the gravest problems the Muslims of Medina had to face was the existence in their midst of hypocrites (munafiqeen) particularly from among the Jews and their allies. Although many of them had declared their acceptance of Islam, the change was only superficial and they continued to plot and intrigue against the Prophet and the Muslims.

Because of Hudhayfah's ability to keep a secret, the Prophet (pbuh), confided in him the names of the munafiqeen. It was a weighty secret which the Prophet did not disclose to any of his companions. He gave Hudhayfah the task of watching the movements of the munafiqeen, following their activities, and shielding the Muslims from the sinister danger. The munafiqeen, (because they acted in secrecy and because they knew all the developments and plans of the Muslims from within), presented a greater threat to the Muslim community than the outright hostility of the disbelievers.

From this time onwards. Hudhayfah was called "The Keeper of the Secret of the Messenger of Allah". Throughout his life he remained faithful to his pledge. After the death of the Prophet, the Khalifa often came-to him to seek his advice concerning their movements and activities but he remained tight-lipped and cautious.

Omar was only able to find out indirectly who the hypocrites were. If anyone among the Muslims died, Omar would ask:

"Has Hudhayfah attended his funeral prayer?"

If the reply was 'yes', he would perform the prayer. If the reply was 'no', he refrained from performing the funeral prayer for him.

Once Omar asked Hudhayfah: "Is any of my governors a Munaafiq?" "One," replied Hudhayfah. "Point him out to me," ordered Omar. "That I shall not do," insisted Hudhayfah who later said that shortly after their conversation Omar dismissed the person just as if he had been guided to him.

Hudhayfah's special qualities were made use of by the Prophet (pbuh), at various times. One of such occasions, required the use of Hudhayfah's intelligence and his presence of mind, was during the Battle of the Ditch. The Muslims on that occasion were surrounded by enemies. The siege they were placed under had dragged on. The Muslims were undergoing great hardships and difficulties. They had expended practically all their effort and were quite exhausted. Some even despaired.

The Quraish and their allies, meanwhile, were not much better off. Their strength and determination had been sapped. A violent wind overturned their tents, extinguished their with gusts of sand.

At this stage of the confrontation the Prophet felt he could use the special talents of Hudhayfah. He decided to send Hudhayfah into the midst of the enemy's positions under cover of darkness to bring him the latest information on their situation and morale.

Let us now leave Hudhayfah to relate what happened on this mission fraught with danger and even death.

"That night, we were all seated in rows. Abu Sufyan and his men - the mushrikeen of Mecca - were in front of us. The Jewish tribe of Banu Quraidha were at our rear. The night was very dark. Never before was there a darker night nor a wind so strong. 

"The hypocrites began to ask the Prophet for permission to leave, saying, 'Our houses are exposed to the enemy.' Anyone who asked the Prophet's permission to leave was allowed to go. Many thus sneaked away until we were left with about three hundred men.

"The Prophet then began a round of inspection passing us one by one until he reached me. I had nothing to protect me from the cold except a blanket belonging to my wife which scarcely reached my knees. He came nearer to me and asked: 'Who is this?' 'Hudhayfah,' replied. 'Hudhayfah? 'Yes, O Messenger of God,' I replied. 'Something is happening among the people (meaning the forces of Abu Sufyan). Infiltrate their encampment and bring me news of what's happening,' instructed the Prophet.

"I set out.”. The Prophet (pbuh) prayed: 'O Lord, protect him from in front and from behind, from his right and from his left, from above and from below.'

"By God, no sooner had the Prophet completed his supplication than God removed from me all traces of fear and from my body all the punishing cold. As I turned to go, the Prophet called me back to him and said: 'Hudhayfah, on no account do anything among the people (of the opposing forces) until you come back to me.'

'Yes,' I replied.

"I went on, inching my way under cover of darkness until I penetrated deep into the mushrikeen camp and became just like one of them. Shortly afterwards, Abu Sufyan got up and began to address his men:

'O people of the Quraish, I am about to make a statement to you which I fear would reach Muhammad. Therefore, let every man among you look and make sure who is sitting next to him...'

"On hearing this, I immediately grasped the hand of the man next to me and asked, 'Who are you?' (thus putting him on the defensive and clearing myself). "Abu Sufyan went on:

'O people of the Quraish, by God, you are not in a safe or secure place. Our horses and camels have perished. The Banu Quraidha have deserted us and we have had unpleasant news about them. We are buffered by this bitterly cold wind. Our fires do not light up and our tents offer no protection. So get moving. For myself, I am leaving.'

"He un-tethered his camel and mounted it. He struck it and it stood upright. If the Messenger of God, (pbuh) had not instructed me to do nothing until I returned to him, I would have killed Abu Sufyan then and there with an arrow.

"I returned to the Prophet and found him standing on a blanket performing Salat. When he recognized me, he drew me close to him and threw one end of the blanket over me. I informed him of what had happened. He was extremely happy and joyful and gave thanks and praise to God”.

Hudhayfah dreaded evil and corrupting influences. He felt that the sources of good in this life were easy to recognize for those who desired good. But it was evil that was deceptive and often difficult to perceive and combat.

He became something of a great moral philosopher. He always warned people to struggle against evil with all their faculties, with their heart, hands and tongue. Those who stood against evil only with their hearts and tongues, and not with their hands, he considered them as having abandoned a part of Truth. Those who hated evil only in their hearts but did not combat it with their tongues and hands forsook two parts of the Truth and those who neither detested nor confronted evil with their hearts, tongues or hands he considered them as physically alive but morally dead.

Speaking about 'hearts' and their relationship to guidance and error, he once said: "There are four kinds of hearts. The heart that is encased or atrophied. That is 

the heart of the Kafir or ungrateful disbeliever. The heart that is shaped into thin layers. That is the heart of the Munaafiq or hypocrite. The heart that is open and bare and on which shines a radiant light. That is the heart of the mu’min or the believer. 
Finally there is the heart in which there is both hypocrisy and faith. Faith is like a tree which thrives with good water and hypocrisy is like an abscess which thrives on pus and blood. Whichever flourishes more, be it the tree of faith or the abscess of hypocrisy, wins control of the heart."

Hudhayfah's experience with hypocrisy and his efforts to combat it gave a touch of sharpness and severity to his tongue. He himself realized this and admitted it with a noble courage: "I went to the Prophet (pbuh) and said: 'O Messenger of God, I have a tongue which is sharp and cutting against my family and I fear that this would lead me to hell-fire.' And the Prophet said to me: 'Where do you stand with regard to Istigh’far (asking forgiveness from Allah)? I ask Allah for forgiveness a hundred times during the day."

A pensive man like Hudhayfah, one devoted to thought, knowledge and reflection may not have been expected to perform feats of heroism in battlefields. Yet Hudhayfah was to prove himself one of the foremost Muslim military commanders in the expansion of Islam into Iraq. He distinguished himself at Hamadan, al-Rayy, al-Daynawar, and at the famous Battle of Nihawand.

For the encounter at Nihawand against the Persian forces, Hudhayfah was placed second in command by Omar over the entire Muslim forces which numbered some thirty thousand. The Persian forces outnumbered them by five to one being some one hundred and fifty thousand strong. The first commander of the Muslim army, an-Numan ibn Maqran, fell early in the battle. The second in command, Hudhayfah, immediately took charge. Under Hudhayfah's daring and inspiring leadership, the Muslims won a decisive victory despite tremendous odds against them.

Hudhayfah was made governor of important places like Kufa and al-Mada’in. When the news of his appointment as governor of Mada’in reached its inhabitants, crowds went out to meet and greet this famous companion of the Prophet. His great role in the conquests of Persia was already a legend.

As the welcoming party waited, a lean, somewhat scrawny man with dangling feet astride a donkey approached. They could not contain their surprise. 

Hudhayfah eventually said: "Beware of places of fitnah (Sedition) and intrigue"

With these words, the people knew that there was nothing in the world that he despised more than hypocrisy.

The Prophet’s Treatment of Women
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
Let us hold to Taq’wa, which means piety and righteousness, and to revere Allah and obey His Divine Commands!  Let us be aware of our eventuality and departure into the everlasting life.  May Allah provide us all with the spirit of righteousness and obedience as best means for our salvation.

Details from the life of Rasool Allah indicate that he always treated women with high respect, fairness, and the utmost concern for their well being.

	Al-Hamdu Lillaah, women of today are being drawn to Islam because of the shining exam​ple of Rasool Allah. Thus, as our new Muslim sisters study Islam, they become convinced that Islam offers genuine equity to men and women. They believe Islam's promise, as the Quran proclaims in Surah 4 (al-Nisaa), Ayah 124:

وَمَنْ يَعْمَلْ مِنَ الصَّالِحَاتِ مِنْ ذَكَرٍ أَوْ أُنْثَىٰ وَهُوَ مُؤْمِنٌ فَأُولَٰئِكَ يَدْخُلُونَ الْجَنَّةَ وَلَا يُظْلَمُونَ نَقِيرًا

	And whoso does deeds of righteousness, be they male or female, and is a believer, shall enter paradise, 

and shall not be wronged to the slightest


In an effort to undermine the growth and revival of Islam, the Islam-bashers fre​quently indulge in misinformation about treatment of Muslim women. The fact is on the contrary, since Islam actually gives women unprece​dented rights, restores their dig​nity, and safe​guards their honor.  For Muslims, and for anyone curious about Islam, the Quran and the Sunnah offer clear guidance about how to truly liberate women.  The best ways to learn about how Islam accorded special status to women is to study the Seerah or biography of Prophet Muhammad. 


Prophet Muhammad insisted that women should have complete protection from any form of physical harm or potential source of sexual harassment or molestation. (See: Wasa’il al-Shi’a, Book of Nikah, Section 99, Vol. 14 , Page 134.)  In Islam the principle of prevention reinforces moral rectitude.

 
The Prophet of Allah taught his followers to cherish family life and to respect all female rela​tives. Although his mother passed away during his early childhood the Prophet (pbuh) recognized the pivotal role of mothers for the community of Muslims. Therefore, he encouraged his followers to offer their mothers every consideration and kindness, even to a greater extent than to their fathers.


While a form of practicing female infan​ticide was common in pre-Islamic Arabia (bury​ing their baby girls alive in the sand until they suffocated), the Divine guidance of the Quran strictly con​demned the practice. In addition, Prophet Muhammad encouraged the just and gentle par​enting of daughters. He says: (See: Ibn Athir, Usud al-Ghaba, Life of Muhammad, Page 24-25.)
Whosoever has a daughter and does not bury her alive, 

does not insult her, and does not favor his son over her, 

he is Paradise-worthy. 

Rasool Allah was courteous and polite to all women.  Moreover, through word and deed, he encouraged his followers to be especially concerned about the welfare of wid​ows. 

The teachings of Islam emphasize that, although men and women stand equally before God and the Law, they should complement each other in family and social life. Equality before God and the Law does not destroy the real​ity of complementing each other.  The traditional structure of Islamic society is based not on quantitative equality, but on the reality that each complements the other, although there are exceptions. 


In marriage a woman is considered by Islam to be an equal partner to her husband.  The Holy Quran in Surah 30 (al-Room), Ayah 21 describes the woman as a companion of her husband with reciprocal love and a source of peace and solace to him.  It says:

	وَمِنْ آيَاتِهِ أَنْ خَلَقَ لَكُمْ مِنْ أَنْفُسِكُمْ أَزْوَاجًا لِتَسْكُنُوا إِلَيْهَا وَجَعَلَ بَيْنَكُمْ مَوَدَّةً وَرَحْمَةً ۚ إِنَّ فِي ذَٰلِكَ لَآيَاتٍ لِقَوْمٍ يَتَفَكَّرُونَ

	“And among His wonders is that He created mates for you, out of your own kind, 

that you may dwell in harmony with them, 

and instilled love and tenderness between you.  

Verily in this are signs for those who reflect.”


In this sphere of functions, the man’s primary duty is seen as the protector and provider of his family and its imam, religiously speaking.  The woman’s primary duty is seen as that of raising children and attending to their earliest education, as well as being the basic buttress of the family.  Like all traditional societies, Islam has honored the work of homemaker and mother as being of the highest value, to the extent that the gateway to attain heavens is at the mercy of honoring and pleasing mothers.  In this regard the Prophet (pbuh) has said in a famous Hadith:  
الجنّة تحت أقدام الامّهات.


 "Heaven lies at the feet [through the mercy] of mothers."

Within the home Muslim women usually wield great power and authority.  Anyone who thinks that in Islamic society women have always been weak or oppressed sim​ply does not know the inner workings of a Muslim family.

	
That does not mean, however, that there has not been in the past or does not exist in the present terrible treatment of some wives by Muslim husbands, in spite of the explicit injunctions of the Quran to honor wives and respect their possessions, and to deal kindly with them.  The Quran says in Surah 4 (al-Nisaa), Ayah 19: 

يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لَا يَحِلُّ لَكُمْ أَنْ تَرِثُوا النِّسَاءَ كَرْهًا ۖ… 
وَعَاشِرُوهُنَّ بِالْمَعْرُوفِ ۚ …

	“O you who believe! 

It is not lawful for you to inherit women by force, …

but deal kindly with them… "


Compared to the practices prevalent in pre-Islamic Arabia, Islam effected remarkable transformations by conferring 1) economic rights on women 2) social rights upon women and 3) protecting women from injus​tice. 

For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.

In Islam man is burdened with the economic responsibil​ity of the family, even if the wife happens to be wealthy. The Quranic law of inheritance (according to which a male inherits twice as much as a female) must be understood in light of the hus​band's responsibility to support the whole family financially, while the wife can do with her wealth as she likes. 

The famous Quranic verse "Men are the protectors and main​tainers of women" (4:34) must be understood in this eco​nomic and social context, not taken to mean that the husband controls the wife's life. 


Islamic sources do not prevent Muslim women from working and receiving wages.  In the agricultural sec​tor of traditional Islamic society women always worked with men and they were very active in many of the arts and crafts.  Islam gave women com​plete economic independence even from their husbands, and over the ages many women have also engaged in trade and been merchants, as was the Prophet's wife Khadija.


Likewise, there is no objection in principle to Muslim women participating in politics. Before modern times there were even occasionally Muslim queens who ruled indepen​dently and many others who exerted great political power behind the scenes. In fact, Zainab (the granddaughter of the Prophet) played a major political role in early Islamic history, as did a number of other women. (See: Mutahhari, Hamasei Husaini, Vol. 1, Page 397.)

As for education, there is a Hadith that states: (See: Usool Al-Kaafi, Vol. 1, Page 30.)
Seeking knowledge is a religious obligation for every Mus​lim, male and female.

Women in fact, played an especially important role in the transmission and study of Hadith, such as Umm Salama, A’isha, and a number of others. Also throughout Islamic history, there have been fine women poets and many women Sufis, some of whom were very learned. 

The views of Islam concerning women bring us back to the question of the Hijab and covering.  During the colonial period, European colonizers regarded the head cover as a sign of female oppression.  But the Quran commands both men and women to dress modestly and to not display their bodies, and the Prophet asserted that modesty is a central quality in Islam. The Quran also commands women to not display their "ornaments" (zeenah) (see Surah 24 (al-Noor), Ayah 31).

	وَقُلْ لِلْمُؤْمِنَاتِ يَغْضُضْنَ مِنْ أَبْصَارِهِنَّ وَيَحْفَظْنَ فُرُوجَهُنَّ وَلَا يُبْدِينَ زِينَتَهُنَّ إِلَّا مَا ظَهَرَ مِنْهَا ۖ….

	And say to the believing women that they cast down their looks and guard their private parts and do not display their ornaments except what appears thereof,….


Accordingly, various forms of dress were developed in different parts of the Islamic world. 

The question of the Hijab and other crucial issues having to do with education, legal rights, and so on have become the focus of attention of many.  A number of Muslim women, who want to modernize the rest of society after the model of the West, have taken these points into focus.

During the last two decades a new movement has begun among believing Muslim women themselves to gain the rights they believe the Quran and Hadith accord them. Nevertheless, women's issues are one of the major chal​lenges facing the Islamic world today.  It is good to see that parts of the Islamic world try to deal with this matter on the basis of Islamic teachings and its own customs and tradi​tions, despite the constant pressure from the West.

We pray Allah to help us deliver the message of Islam, offer it to others, grant us the opportunity to achieve both knowledge and piety, forgive us and our fathers and mothers, and grant us salvation in this world and in the hereafter.

Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba. 
o((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available by now.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).   They can be had on credit.
To order, the prisoners should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20
A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
ABOUT CARE OF THE BULLETINS

The Bulletins of Affiliation contain the name of God and quotes from the Holy Quran, therefore PLEASE deal with it appropriately.  Do not throw it away haphazardly, and if you find any of its pages thrown away, please pick it up, tear it to small pieces then dispense with it.

TO SUBSCRIBE:

To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.
8. Articles in Arabic.
9. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
10. Du’aas categorized and translated
11. Bulletins of Affiliation
12. Statistics monthly
13. Statistics of current and previous years.
14. Topics in the Quran
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reached 22,591 for the month of April 2012, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 25,974 as of  5-1-2012.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
QUESTIONS:
Al-Khulafaa AL-RASHIDOON
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	|
	21.
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	22.
	D

	3.
	D
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	23.
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	|
	24.
	D

	5.
	D
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	6.
	C
	|
	26.
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	D
	|
	28.
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	D
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	C
	|
	30.
	D

	11.
	A
	|
	31.
	D
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	A
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	32.
	D
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	|
	33.
	D

	14.
	C
	|
	34.
	D

	15.
	D
	|
	35.
	D

	16.
	B
	|
	36.
	D

	17.
	D
	|
	37.
	A

	18.
	D
	|
	38.
	D

	19.
	C
	|
	39.
	D

	20.
	A
	|
	40.
	D


IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.

((((((((((·((((((((((

IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS: Al-Khulafaa AL-RASHIDOON
1 After the Prophet (pbuh) died, who did the preparations for the burial of his body?

a Ali (a.s.), his beloved cousin.

b Al Abbas, his close uncle.

c Abu Bakr (r), his intimate friend.

d Omar (r), his close friend.

2 A phenomenal Islamic momentum was created by the Prophet (pbuh).  Did Khalifa Abu Bakr r) continue the momentum?

a Yes, and he augmented it.

b Yes, he continued it and did it well.

c He got carried away with it.

d He gave it some support.
3 How was the situation in Arabia at the time the Prophet (pbuh) died?

a Arabia was mostly Muslim.

b It was still with pagan psychology and customs.

c The majority in Arabia were still ignorant about Islam.

d All the above.
4 Who was at the head of the Muslim force to meet Musailema and his followers?

a The great general, Khalid Ibnil Waleed.

b U'sama himself.

c Ali (a.s.), the cousin of the Prophet (pbuh).

d Abu Bakr (r), the Khalifa by now.
5 How was the feeling of Fatima (a.s.) after the death of her father, Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)?

a Extremely sad and upset.

b In agony for his loss.

c Devastating feeling, almost indescribable.

d All the above.
6 What did Ali (a.s.) do during the Khilaafah of Abu Bakr (r)?

a Worked to collect the Holy Quran in its chronological order.

b Worked on collecting the Hadith.

c a + b above + preserving works of the Prophet.

d Help Abu Bakr (r) in the duties of the Khilaafah.

7 During eleven months' period Khalid Ibnil Waleed engaged the Persian empire in fifteen battles.  What was the outcome?

a Ten successes, five failures.

b All successes.

c Thirteen successes, two retreats.

d Two successes only, the enemy was enormous.
8 How did the enemy feel about Khalid Ibnil Waleed?

a Loved him very much + b.

b Scared of him a great deal.

c Hated him excessively.

d Admired him for his brilliance + c and b.
9 How large was the Roman's force at Yarmuk?

a 75,000.

b 150,000.

c 200,000.

d 240,000.
10 How could a force of 30,000 face a force of 240,000 and expect success?

a No way, this could never be done.

b It could be done only through faith.

c b + superb, most brilliant military planning.

d Suicidal.
11 How was the rule of Khalifa Abu Bakr (r)?

a Good, fair, successful.

b Too busy with wars to do anything.

c Mellow, easy going.

d All the above.
12 Was Omar (r) elected as a Khalifa?

a No, not through Shoora.

b Yes by overwhelming majority.

c Yes by Shoora.

d Yes through majority pledges.
13 What kind of management did Khalifa Omar (r) have during his reign?

a Very firm, ruled with iron fist.

b Islamicly firm.

c b + disciplinarian.

d Often used the stick.
14 Jerusalem was under siege, how long did the siege take before it surrendered?

a Only a few days.

b Only a few weeks.

c Several months.

d 21 days.
15 Describe the surrender of Jerusalem.

a Omar (r) dressed up plainly, surrounded by the Generals.

b Priests came in procession with hymns, in celebration.

c People shouting, welcoming with cheers and Allaahu Akbar.

d a + Omar (r) negotiated terms of surrender.
16 How long did this tremendous expansion of the Islamic world during the reign of Abu Bakr(r) and Omar (r) take?

a 25-35 years.

b A mere 10 years.

c 50-100 years.

d Only 5 years.
17 How could the Muslims spread Islam at such a fast rate without having TV's, radios or the press?

a Tremendous enthusiasm.

b Supreme dedication.

c Excellent Islamic molding.

d All the above.
18 What kind of person was Khalifa Omar (r)?

a Strong willed, strict even with himself.

b Loving to his family.

c Caring about the welfare of Islam.

d A good administrator + all above.
19 Was the great Islamic momentum started during the time of Muhammad (pbuh) continued during Omar (r)'s rule?

a Yes, well done.

b Fairly well.

c Only at the beginning + b above.

d Only at the end + b above.
20 Omar (r) decreed that Companions of the Prophet (pbuh) not leave Medina or establish any businesses outside Medina.  Why?

a There will be less chance of cult of personality.

b Less chance of revolt + a.

c Less chance for trouble against his rule.

d All the above.
21 What did Imam Ali (a.s.) do during Omar's reign?

a Being the encyclopedia of Islam, scholars came to him to solve their problems + b.

b Helped Omar (r) in his administration, through the council of advisors or otherwise.

c Concentrated on teaching Islam to the numerous scholars be it in the mosque of the Prophet (pbuh) or otherwise.

d Above + works on Fiqh.
22 Ali and Uthman were the two considered for Khilaafah, why was Uthman chosen?

a Both pledged to follow the Holy Quran and Sunnah.

b a + Uthman (r) pledged to follow the way of Abu Bakr (r) and Omar (r).

c a + Ali (a.s.) pledged to follow the way he understood Islam in all its applications, Shari'ah and Fiqh.

d All above.
23 How was the rule of Khalifa Uthman (r)?

a Mellow, permissive.

b Favoring relatives in sensitive positions in government.

c Strict like Omar's.

d a and b above + for most high positions.
24 What were the reasons for losing the momentum of Muslim expansion during the Khilaafah of Uthman (r)?

a Mellow leadership, not as dynamic as it used to be before.

b The expansion spent itself, grew old + a.

c Not as competent administration as it should have been.

d Favoritism, mainly to family members, more interested in personal luxury life + a and c.
25 How did the new governors of the Umayya clan rule their territories during the Khilaafah of Uthman (r)?

a Loose way from Islamic point of view.

b Took advantage of their position to live extravagantly and luxuriously.

c Incompetent rulers, ignoring the rights of the people and their demands.

d Above + appointed their own relatives and sympathizers to important posts.
26 Was Ali (a.s.) active participant in Uthman’s Khilaafah?

a Yes all the way through.

b Yes at first, to some extent.

c b + hardly at all in the last years.

d No, not at all.
27 Who are Umayya clan?

a Relatives of Omar (r).

b Relatives of Uthman (r).

c Relatives of Ali (a.s.)

d Khalid's people.
28 How was the wealth distributed?

a Not as during the times of Omar + b and c

b A good deal of money kept pouring in, but Umayya clan used a portion of it for personal luxury.

c Many people accumulated vast amounts of wealth.

d Exactly as at the time of Omar (r), since this is the Islamic way.
29 Where did Abu Dhar go to protest all the works of the Khalifa Uthman (r)?

a Iraq, to Kufa.

b Syria, to Damascus.

c Egypt, to Cairo.

d Arabia, Mecca.
30 What was the people's feeling in the last few years of Uthman's rule?

a Alarmingly unhappy.

b Supportive and enthusiastic.

c Subdued, non-caring + a.

d a + Demanding change for the better.
31 How was the Holy Quran collected during the time of Uthman?

a Collect all the papers, put them together.

b Collect all the writings, put in proper order.

c b + write the revelations in format of a book.

d Check numerous times with the memorizers + c.
32 How were the circumstances in which Ali (a.s.) was elected to be a Khalifa?

a Turbulent.

b Uthman (r) was just killed, a Khalifa was needed right away to take Uthman's place.

c Strong, sturdy and unifying Khalifa was needed immediately + b above.

d All the above.
33 What kind of past did Ali (a.s.) have?

a Glorious, unblemished, in support of Islam.

b Strict Islamicly, superb in every aspect, thoughts, ideas, manners, etc.

c The closest man to Muhammad (pbuh), being his cousin, living in his house since childhood, and marrying his beloved daughter, Fatima (a.s.).

34 All the above.
35 What kind of man was Ali (a.s.)?

a Of overtowering, overpowering personality.

b First rate Muslim in every aspect.

c A Muslim superstar.

d All the above.
36 The first thing Ali (a.s.) did during his Khilaafah was to replace the governors whom Uthman (r) had appointed before.  Why?

a They were opportunists and corrupt, though most of them were relatives of  Uthman (r).

b They were true misfits Islamicly + a above.

c They were abusers of power, most of them demagogues + b.

d They hurt the Islamic Ummah, + all above.
37 A'isha, Talha and Zubair went to Basrah for an uprising against Imam and Khalifa Ali. Why?

a Their relatives were there.

b Extensive business connection.

c Business employees had numerous tribal relatives.

d Business mainly was Zubair's, + c.
38 Why did Ali (a.s.) move to Kufa to make it the capital of the Islamic nation rather than Medina?

a Geographically it is a better center of the Islamic world.

b Kufa was a famous old city.

c b + known for its science and research.

d All the above.
39 What was Ali (a.s.) doing when he was killed?

a Sitting at the throne.

b Walking with the minister of foreign affairs.

c Praying Maghrib Salat in Kufa.

d Leading Subh Salat at the mosque in Kufa.

40 Was Mu'awiya a demagogue?

a First class demagogue.

b No, he was a nice but misled Muslim.

c A man with tremendous thirst for power.

d A genius using his talent the wrong way + a.
41 Ali had a towering personality.  How is that?

a Being so complete and powerful, people were jealous.

b Islamic accomplishments truly vast, none could match.

c Some weak and conniving people resented his greatness.

d All the above.

((((((((((·((((((((((
Tidbits 
Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali [a] said: " Blessed is he who sincerely devotes the entirety of his actions, knowledge, love, hatred, receiving, relinquishing, speech, silence, deeds, and statements absolutely to Allah."

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 77, p. 289[image: image4.png]
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