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لَقَدْ كَانَ لَكُمْ فِي رَسُولِ اللَّهِ أُسْوَةٌ حَسَنَةٌ لِمَنْ كَانَ يَرْجُو اللَّهَ وَالْيَوْمَ الْآخِرَ وَذَكَرَ اللَّهَ كَثِيرًا 
Verily in the Messenger of Allah ye have a good example for him who looks unto Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much.
.
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	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH

One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.

	AL-HASIB
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Allah is the one who takes account of all and everything that His creation does or is subjected to.  There are certain affairs and concepts expressed in numbers. To reach a conclusion certain calcula​tions are necessary. The conclusion of most of the affairs of the created universe necessitates such calculation. But Allah knows the result of all without any need for such operations because His knowledge does not depend on any causes or means, nor upon any analysis or thought.

On the Day of Last Judgment man will have to present his accounting to Allah. That is why that day is also called the Day of Reckoning. We will have to give the accounting of all that we have received and how we have spent it. Billions and billions of others like us will appear on the same day. Allah is such an accountant that He knows even the number of breaths taken from the first man He created to the last man whom He will take to Himself. On that day, we will have to give the accounting of all the capital Allah has lent us. 

The greatest capital that He has lent us is our life. What​ever we will gain, we will gain with that. Our capital is being spent day by day, hour by hour. With each breath, the time of the final accounting is closer. We have to return the capital of this temporary life to its owner. We will be rewarded for the gains and be responsible for the losses. Some will have gone bankrupt: the nonbelievers who have squandered Allah's capital.

Know that every minute that passes without benefit​, every hour you are not working for Allah's sake, caring for His creation or remembering Him, thanking Him, praising Him, watching what you are doing-is a loss. You have no hope ever to regain that loss; you cannot buy back yesterday, even if you spend the rest of your life. Know the value of your life. Don't squander it in laziness, in heedlessness and in dreams. Make your calculations now before you have to present your accounting to Allah al-Hasib.

Abdul Hasib watches over the good use of life, means, sustenance and everything else which Allah has given to His creation in limited amounts. He sees to the good manage​ment of Allah's bounties upon His creatures.

	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	(
"Righteousness is that one should believe in Allah....and give away wealth out of love for Him to the near of kin and the orphans and the needy and the wayfarer and the beggars and for the emancipation of the captives"

	

	Sayings of Imam Al-Mahdi, the 12th Imam

	· O Allah, I glorify Thee by praising Thee; since through Thy bounties You confer the truth and salvation; 

· And I know for sure that You are most merciful while disposing leniency and forgiveness, 

· Yet, exacting when giving reprimand and punishment,  

· And You are the Supreme in the Domain of Power and Might….
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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 9,004 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 187 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.

((((((((((·((((((((((
OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIESADVANCE \D 7.20
الصحابي سهيب الرومي
Suhayb al-Rumi

 (The following is to share with you the writing of a Muslim Mu'min; may Allah bless the writer, whose name is not published, in compliance with the policy of this publication.  This writing has been edited extensively) 
About twenty years before the start of the Prophet's mission, that is about the middle of the sixth century AD, an Arab named Sinan ibn Malik governed the city of al-Uballah on behalf of the Persian emperor. The city, which is now part of Basrah, lay on the banks of the Euphrates River. Sinan lived in a luxurious palace on the banks of the river. He had several children and was particularly fond of one of them who was then barely five years old. His name was Suhayb. He was blond and fair-complexioned. He was active and alert and gave much pleasure to his father. 

One day Suhayb's mother took him and some members of her household to a village called al-Thani for a picnic. What was to be a relaxing and enjoyable day turned out to be a terrifying experience that was to change the course of young Suhayb's life forever. 
That day, the village of al-Thani was attacked, by a raiding party of Byzantine soldiers. The guards accompanying the picnic party were overwhelmed and killed. All possessions were seized and a large number of persons were taken prisoners. Among these was Suhayb ibn Sinan. 
Suhayb was taken to one of the slave markets of the Byzantine Empire, the capital of which was Constantinople, there to be sold. Thereafter he passed from the hands of one slave master to another. His fate was no different from thousands of other slaves who filled the houses, the palaces and castles of Byzantine rulers and aristocrats. 
Suhayb spent his boyhood and his youth as a slave. For about twenty years he stayed in Byzantine lands. This gave him the opportunity to get a rare knowledge and understanding of Byzantine/ire and society. In the palaces of the aristocracy, he saw with his own eyes the injustices and the corruption of Byzantine life. He detested that society and later would say to himself: "A society like this can only be purified by a deluge." 
Suhayb of course grew up speaking Greek, the language of the Byzantine Empire. He practically forgot Arabic. But he never forgot that he was a son of the desert. He longed for the day when he would be free again to join his people's folk. At the first opportunity available Suhayb escaped from bondage and headed straight for Mecca which was a place of refuge or asylum. There people called him Suhayb "al-Rumi" or "the Byzantine" because of his peculiarly heavy speech and his blond hair. He was a mutual devotee (haleef) of an aristocrat of Mecca, Abdullah ibn Judan. He engaged in trade and prospered. In fact, he became quite rich. 
One day he returned to Mecca from one of his trading journeys. He was told that Muhammad the son of Abdullah had begun calling people to believe in God alone, commanding them to be just and to do good works and prohibiting them from disgraceful and reprehensible deeds. He immediately inquired who Muhammad was and where he stayed. He was told. 
"He stays in the house of al-Arqam ibn Abi al-Arqam. Be careful however that no Quraish sees you. If they see you they would deal you a terrible treatment. You are a stranger here and there is no bond of asabiyyahi to protect you, neither have you any clan to help you." 
Suhayb went cautiously to the house of al-Arqam. At the door he found Ammar ibn Yasir the young son of a Yemeni father who was known to him. He hesitated for a moment then went up to Ammar and said: "What do you want (here), Ammar?" "Rather, what do you want here'?" countered Ammar. "I want to go to this man and hear directly from him what he is saying." "I also want to do that." "Then let us enter together, ala barakatillah (with the blessings of God)." 
Suhayb and Ammar entered and listened to what Muhammad was saying. They were both readily convinced of the truth of his message. The light of faith entered their hearts. At this meeting, they pledged fealty to the Prophet, declaring that there is no god but Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. They spent the entire day in the company of the noble Prophet. At night, under cover of darkness, they left the house of al-Arqam, their hearts aglow with the light of faith and their faces beaming with happiness. 
Then the familiar pattern of events followed. Quraish (the idol worshippers) learned about Suhayb's acceptance of Islam and began persecuting him. Suhayb bore his share of the persecution in the same way as Bilal, Ammar and his mother Sumayyah, Khabbab and many others who professed Islam. The punishment was inhuman and severe but Suhayb bore it all with a patient and courageous heart because he knew that the path to Jannah is paved with thorns and difficulties. The teachings of the noble Prophet had instilled in him and other companions a rare strength and courage. 
When the Prophet gave permission for his followers to migrate to Medina, Suhayb resolved to go in the company of the Prophet and Abu Bakr. The Quraish however found out about his intentions and foiled his plans. They placed guards over him to prevent him from leaving and taking with him the wealth, the gold and the silver, which he had acquired through trade. 
After the departure of the Prophet and Abu Bakr, Suhayb continued to bide his time, waiting for an opportunity to join them. He remained unsuccessful. The eyes of his guards were ever alert and watchful. The only way out was to resort to a stratagem. 
One cold night, Suhayb pretended he had some stomach problems and went out repeatedly as if responding to calls of nature. His captors said one to another:  "Don't worry. Al-Laat and al-Uzza are keeping him busy with his stomach."   They became relaxed and sleep got the better of them. Suhayb quietly slipped out as if he was going to the toilet. He armed himself, got ready a mount and headed in the direction of Medina. 
When his captors awoke, they realized with a start that Suhayb was gone. They got horses ready and set out in hot pursuit and eventually caught up with him. Seeing them approach, Suhayb clambered up a hill. Holding his bow and arrow at the ready, he shouted: "Men of Quraish! You know, by God, that I am one of the best archers and my aim is unerring. By God, if you come near me, with each arrow I have, I shall kill one of you. Then I shall strike with my sword." A Quraish spokesman responded: By God, we shall not let you escape from us with your life and money. You came to Mecca weak and poor and you have acquired what you have acquired.." 
"What would you say if I leave you my wealth?" interrupted Suhayb. "Would you get out of my way?" "Yes," they agreed. 
Suhayb described the place in his house in Mecca where he had left the money, and they allowed him to go. 
He set off as quickly as he could for Medina cherishing the prospect of being with the Prophet and of having the freedom to worship God in peace. On his way to Medina, whenever he felt tired, the thought of meeting the Prophet sustained him and he proceeded with increased determination. When Suhayb reached Qubaa, just outside Medina where the Prophet himself alighted after his Hijrah, the Prophet saw him approaching. He was overjoyed and greeted Suhayb with beaming smiles. 
"Your transaction has been fruitful, O Abu Yahya. Your transaction has been fruitful." He repeated this three times. Suhayb's face beamed with happiness as he said: "By God, no one has come before me to you, Messenger of God, and only JibriI could have told you about this." Yes indeed! Suhayb's transaction was fruitful. Revelation from on high affirmed the truth of this: 
"And there is a type of man who gives his life to earn the pleasure of God. And God is full of kindness to His servants." (The Quran, Surah al-Baqarah, 2:2O7). 
What is money and what is gold and what is the entire world so long as faith remains! The Prophet loved Suhayb a great deal. He was commended by the Prophet and described as preceding the Byzantines to Islam. In addition to his piety and sobriety, Suhayb was also light-hearted at times and had a good sense of humor. One day the Prophet saw him eating dates. He noticed that Suhayb had an infection in one eye. The Prophet said to him laughingly: "Do you eat ripe dates while you have an infection in one eye?" "What's wrong?" replied Suhayb, "I am eating it with the other eye." 
Suhayb was also known for his generosity. He used to give all his stipend from the public treasury fi sabilillah, to help the poor and those in distress. He was a good example of the Quranic verse: "He gives food for the love of God to the needy, the orphan and the captive." So generous was he that Omar once remarked:  "I have seen you giving out so much food that you appear to be too extravagant." Suhayb replied: "I have heard the Messenger of God say: 'The best of you is the one who gives out food.'" 
Suhayb's piety and his standing among MusIims was so high that he was selected by Omar ibn al-Khattab to lead the Muslims in the period between his death and the choosing of his successor. 
As he lay dying after he was stabbed by Abu Lulu, Omar summoned six of the companions: Uthman, Ali, Talha, Zubair, Abdul Rahman ibn Awl, and Sad ibn Abi Waqqas. He instructed the six to consult among themselves and with the Muslims for three days and choose a successor, and then he said:  "Let Suhayb lead the people in Salat." 
In the period when there was no Khalifa, Suhayb was given the responsibility and the honor of leading the Salat and of being, in other words, the head of the Muslim community. 
Suhayb's appointment by Omar showed how well people from a wide variety of backgrounds were integrated and honored in the community of Islam. Once during the time of the Prophet, a hypocrite named Qays ibn Mutatiyah tried to pour scorn and disgrace on sections of the community. Qays had come upon a study circle (halqah) in which were Salman al-Farsi, 

Suhayb and Bilal al-Habashi, and remarked:  "The Awes and the Khazraj have stood up in defense of this man (Muhammad). And what are these people doing with him'?" Muadh was furious and informed the Prophet of what Qays had said. The Prophet was very angry. He entered the mosque and the Call to Prayer was given, for this was the method of summoning the Muslims for an important announcement. Then he stood up, praised and glorified God and said:   "Your Lord is One. Your ancestor is one. Your religion is one. Take heed. Arabism is not conferred on you through your mother or father. It is through the tongue (i.e. the language of Arabic), so whoever speaks Arabic, he is an Arab." -

The Prophet’s Muslim State in Medina
The following Khutba was delivered at the Islamic Education Center, Potomac MD by Maulana Akbarian.  It may be used as a sample  by any would-be Imam for Salat Al-Jumu'ah.  Similar Khutbas will follow in the forthcoming Bulletins of Affiliation.
May I ask you to hold to Taq’wa, which means piety and righteousness, and to revere Allah and obey His Divine Commands!  Let us choose wisely in this life and heed the consequences of our choices for the hereafter.  May Allah provide us all with the spirit of righteousness and obedience as best means for all of us. 
	Surah 7 (al-A’raaf), Ayah 157 says: 
الَّذِينَ يَتَّبِعُونَ الرَّسُولَ النَّبِيَّ الْأُمِّيَّ الَّذِي يَجِدُونَهُ مَكْتُوبًا عِنْدَهُمْ فِي التَّوْرَاةِ وَالْإِنْجِيلِ يَأْمُرُهُمْ بِالْمَعْرُوفِ وَيَنْهَاهُمْ عَنِ الْمُنْكَرِ وَيُحِلُّ لَهُمُ الطَّيِّبَاتِ وَيُحَرِّمُ عَلَيْهِمُ الْخَبَائِثَ وَيَضَعُ عَنْهُمْ إِصْرَهُمْ وَالْأَغْلَالَ الَّتِي كَانَتْ عَلَيْهِمْ ۚ فَالَّذِينَ آمَنُوا بِهِ وَعَزَّرُوهُ وَنَصَرُوهُ وَاتَّبَعُوا النُّورَ الَّذِي أُنْزِلَ مَعَهُ ۙ أُولَٰئِكَ هُمُ الْمُفْلِحُونَ

	“Those who follow the Messenger, the unlettered Prophet, 

whom they find mentioned in their own scriptures —In the Law and the Gospel— For he will command them to what is Good and forbid them of what is wrong. 

He allows them as Lawful what is Good, and prohibit from what is bad. 

He will lift from them their burdens and the shackles upon them. 

Those, therefore, who shall believe in him, honor him, help him, and follow the Light, which is sent down with him: It is they who will attain Happy State.”


	Also in Surah 57 (al-Hadeed), Ayah 25 we read:
لَقَدْ أَرْسَلْنَا رُسُلَنَا بِالْبَيِّنَاتِ وَأَنْزَلْنَا مَعَهُمُ الْكِتَابَ وَالْمِيزَانَ لِيَقُومَ النَّاسُ بِالْقِسْطِ ۖ …..

	“We sent forth Our Messengers with clear Proofs; 

and sent with them the Book and the standard [Quran], 

that people may conduct themselves with equity…”


Let us consider the Muslim State in Medina as established by the Prophet (pbuh).  The environment Muhammad (pbuh) cultivated was a glorious demonstration of the global view of Islam and its vision of a just society.  The Muslim State as such established:

1. Social values, 

2. Civil rights and responsibilities, 

3. Individualism and diversity, 

4. Freedom of speech and religion, 

5. Community building, 

6. Elimination of prej​udice, and 

7. Governing through consultation and inclusiveness.

The guiding principle of such a society is the universal per​spective under One Creator and a harmoniz​ing personal character to be judged only by Him.  It is well known that the period when the Prophet was born was the darkest period in human history. In those times, especially in Arabia, there was: 

1. Decrepit moral code; 

2. Ignorance as a symbol of pride; 

3. Slavery as commonly the norm; 

4. Women, orphans and the weak were with minimal rights or human dignity; 

5. Man could have unlimited number of wives; 

6. Infant girls used to be buried alive; 

7. Warfare and bloodshed were a pursuit; and 

8. Idolatry was prevalent everywhere.
Imam Ali in one of his sermons says: (Nahjul Balaaghah, Imam Ali (a.s.), Sermon #26)
إن الله بعث محمداً صلّی الله علیه وآله وسلّم نذیراً للعالمین،   وأمینا علی التـنزیل،
وأنتم معشر العرب علی شر دین،  وفی شر دار،   منیخون بین  حجارة خشن  وحیّات صمّ،     تشربون الکدر وتأکلون الجشب،   وتسفکون دمائَکم،  وتقطعون أرحامکم   الأصنام فیکم منصوبة،  والآثام بکم معصوبه.
· Allah has sent Muhammad to the world to be a Trustee of His revelations

· and to warn (against vice); 

· while you people of Arabia were with the worst belief, 

· residing in decrepit conditions with venomous serpents, 

· drinking unclean water and eating unclean food; 

· you shed the blood of each other, and cared not for relationship.  

· Idols were fixed among you, and sins were clinging to you.
It was in such base collective customs that Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) began his mission as the Messenger of Allah in Mecca.  Despite these conditions, all Prophet’s efforts to reform were met with hostility and increasing violence.  After exhausting all efforts for thirteen years, he had to migrate to Medina.  The environment in Medina was more receptive to the message of Islam, devoid of hostility. 


The Prophet constituted a city-state in which: 1) Muslims, 2) Jews, 3) pagan Arabs, and 4) Christians entered into a social contract.  In Medina Islam gained momentum gradually, and within eight years the Prophet re-entered Mecca without bloodshed.  In Mecca, rather than settling old scores, the Prophet (pbuh) granted a general amnesty to his callous belligerent enemies.  He advised them to seek Allah's forgiveness and His mercy, but did not enforce Islam on them. 


As head of state in Medina and the chief executive by virtue of being a Prophet, he made pursuit of knowledge, wisdom, peace, justice and piety the main principles of his state policy. 


And making equality of man the principal foundation of the Islamic state, the Prophet endowed it with a written constitu​tion.  It was framed in consultation with the rep​resentatives of both Muslims and non-Muslims citizens, and it recognized the freedom of religion for all.
For the end of the 1st part of the Khutba, read Surah Al-Asr, take a short intermission, then start the 2nd part of the Khutba with a short Du’aa.
The authority to rule and make decisions in the political system of Islam belongs to Allah; man must submit to his Creator.  Allah says in the Quran Surah 12 (Yusuf), Ayah 40:
	….ۚ إِنِ الْحُكْمُ إِلَّا لِلَّهِ ۚ أَمَرَ أَلَّا تَعْبُدُوا إِلَّا إِيَّاهُ ۚ ذَٰلِكَ الدِّينُ الْقَيِّمُ وَلَٰكِنَّ أَكْثَرَ النَّاسِ لَا يَعْلَمُونَ

	"...The Command is for none but Allah:  He ordained you worship none but Him; 

this is the ever-true faith, but most people know it not."


With this role of man in the universe, the Prophet deliv​ered the Final Message of Allah contained in the Quran. 


As Prophet of Allah, Muhammad (pbuh) showed his kindness and compassion not only to those who belonged to the Islamic fraternity but also to those outside its fold. To the Prophet the entire human race was one extended family, since Islam views them as the children of Adam.  Muhammad (pbuh) called himself “a servant of Allah” and “a servant of humanity.”  Thus, Muhammad (pbuh) considered discrimination in all its many forms as the debilitating enemy of human race, and he vigorously tried to wipe it out from the society.  This Quranic statement highlights three cardinal pieces of truth: our origin is one, our natural dis​tinctions are for cooperation in worldly affairs, and the moral excellence is the only criterion for judging people. 


It is obvious that establishing peace, fairness, and human dignity by galva​nizing people of all shades and stripes as one body, was very high on the Prophet's agenda as head of state.  He stood steadfastly against racial discrimination; he even appointed Bilal (a freed African slave) as the first Mu'athin (caller to prayers) in the Prophet's Mosque in Medina and honored him as a distinguished compan​ion. The status of Bilal in Islam is an undeniable proof of Islam's universal vision of brotherhood, equality of all races, and opposition to slavery.

While religious intolerance was prominent in neighboring countries, the Prophet devised an enlightened and liberal code to govern the relations between the Islamic state and its non-Muslim citizens.  He made all equal partners with their Muslim counter-part, in con​tributing to the progress of the State and in the enjoyment of the fruits of their collective efforts. 


The Prophet fashioned for the Islamic state a dynamic foreign policy based on the ethi​cal postulates of Islam (See Surah 3 (Aali Imran), Ayah 109).  He also laid stress on the virtue of maintaining peace and respecting the sanctity of human life.


The Islamic concept of One Sovereign Allah, in particular, provides an atmosphere suitable for better understanding among the followers of monotheistic religions. Islam gave a prac​tical meaning to this universal concept to assimi​late all members of humanity into one natural unit.  The Islamic concept of social justice and security and its efforts to fight aggression in all its forms makes Islam a pioneering system to bring about universal peace through mutual understanding. 
Imam Ali says in one of his sermons in this regard: (See Nahjul Balaaghah, Imam Ali (a.s.), Sermon #1).

وأهل الارض یومئذ ملل متفرقة،   وأهواء منتشرة،   وطرائق متشتته،   بین مشبّه لله بخلقه،   او ملحد فی اسمه،    أو مشیر الی غیره،   فهداهم به من الضلالة   وأنقذهم بمکانه من ا لجهالة

 The people of the earth at this time can be divided into three different parties, their aims were separate and their ways were diverse.  

They either:

a) Likened Allah with His creation or, 

b) Corrupted His Sublime Names, or 

c) Turned to other than Him (Glory be to Him).  

Through Muhammad (pbuh) Allah guided mankind out of the false, and with his efforts took them out of ignorance.


In essence, there is much proof that the Prophet had hoped for the day when all who shared a common belief in Allah would exist together in peace with respect for one another. (See Al-Fusool al-Muhimma, Page 271.)
We pray Allah to help us deliver the message of Islam, offer it to others, grant us the opportunity to achieve both knowledge and piety, forgive us and our fathers and mothers, and grant us salvation in this world and in the hereafter.

Finally, let us read Surah Al-Nasr with a short Du’aa to close the Khutba.
With this issue we will conclude the Khutbas of Jumu’ah.  In the forthcoming issues, selections of themes of the Holy Quran will be in focus.  Not much comment will be added since the selections will speak for themselves.
o((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).   They can be had on credit.
To order, the prisoners should write to and fill the form:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:
To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them.

KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20
A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
ABOUT CARE OF THE BULLETINS

The Bulletins of Affiliation contain the name of God and quotes from the Holy Quran, therefore PLEASE deal with it appropriately.  Do not throw it away haphazardly, and if you find any of its pages thrown away, please pick it up, tear it to small pieces then dispense with it.

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows
5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.
8. Articles in Arabic.
9. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
10. Du’aas categorized and translated
11. Bulletins of Affiliation
12. Statistics monthly
13. Statistics of current and previous years.
14. Topics in the Quran
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will  give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reached 27,597 for the month of October 2012, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 30,551 as of  11-1-2012.
((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
QUESTIONS: Muhammad (pbuh) Vol. 1
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	D
	|
	21.
	D

	2.
	D
	|
	22.
	A

	3.
	B
	|
	23.
	D

	4.
	B
	|
	24.
	A

	5.
	C
	|
	25.
	C

	6.
	C
	|
	26.
	A

	7.
	D
	|
	27.
	D

	8.
	B
	|
	28.
	D

	9.
	B
	|
	29.
	D

	10.
	A
	|
	30.
	A

	11.
	C
	|
	31.
	D

	12.
	B
	|
	32.
	D

	13
	C
	|
	33.
	D

	14.
	A
	|
	34.
	D

	15.
	C
	|
	35.
	C

	16.
	B
	|
	36.
	C

	17.
	B
	|
	37.
	A

	18.
	B
	|
	38.
	D

	19.
	C
	|
	39.
	D

	20.
	B
	|
	40.
	A


((((((((((·((((((((((
IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.

((((((((((·((((((((((

IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
Questions: Life of Muhammad (Pbuh) Vol. 

1 What is the name of the father of Muhammad (pbuh)?

a. Abu Talib.

b. Abu Jahl.

c. Abdul Mut'talib.

d. Abdullah.
2 How did Halima come to pick up her new baby Muhammad (pbuh)?

a. Had numerous babies to pick Muhammad from.

b. Had only five babies to pick Muhammad from.

c. Had only two babies to pick Muhammad from.

d. Had none but Muhammad to pick up.
3 How was the disposition of Muhammad (pbuh) when he was a child?

a. Average.

b. Outstanding.

c. Very good.

d. Marvelous.
4 What is the name of Muhammad's mother?

a. Khadija.

b. Amina.

c. A’isha.

d. Fatima.
5 How close did Muhammad (pbuh) become to Abdul Mut'talib after Amina died?

a. Very close.

b. Extremely close.

c. a and b above depending on the situation.

d. Same as before.
6 Who was Abu Talib?

a. Muhammad's uncle on Amina's side.

b. Muhammad's cousin on his father's side.

c. Muhammad's uncle on Abdullah's side.

d. Muhammad's cousin on his father's side.
7 When he was fifteen years old, Muhammad (pbuh) witnessed Fujjar War.  Did he participate in that war?

a. By the sword as expected from him and others his age.

b. Present but observed the tactics of war.

c. Present but gave arrows to his uncle for use.

d. b and c above.
8 How much participation in Fujjar War did Muhammad (pbuh) have?  What did he do?

a. Leadership of Quraish.

b. Active-passive participation.

c. Crushed the enemy.

d. Symbolic participation only.
9 Describe the looks of Muhammad (pbuh) when he was a young man.

a. Handsome, charming, average height, light skin but not too white.

b. Handsome, charming, brown eyed, high forehead + a.

c. Tall, muscular, brown eyed with beard and moustache.

d. Hazel-colored eyes, average height, muscular + c.
10 Because of his trustworthiness, what did the people nick name Muhammad (pbuh)?

a. Al-Amin + any of b, c, or d.

b. Al-Saadiq.

c. Al-Saadiq Al-Amin.

d. Al-Amin Al-Saadiq.
11 How old was Muhammad (pbuh) when he went to Syria the second time?

a. Twenty years.

b. Twenty-two years.
c. Twenty-four years.
d. Twenty-six years.
12 Which manner did Muhammad (pbuh) conduct the trip to Syria?

a. Efficient, strong, and bossy.
b. Efficient, fair, friendly and impressive.

c. Efficient, fair, friendly, but bossy.

d. Efficient, fair, and friendly.
13 What did Khadija see in Muhammad (pbuh) to love so much?

a. Was above all men in integrity and goodness of character.

b. Was young and handsome.
c. Had a potential to be a leader + a and b.

d. Was going to be a Prophet.
14 Arabian society before Islam was degenerate.  How was the moral fiber of the house of Muhammad (pbuh)?
a. Most high, that was Muhammad's nature.

b. Most high, high morality is a prelude for Prophethood.

c. Most high, to avoid problems from immorality.

d. Most high, immorality is terrible.
15 Muhammad (pbuh) asked uncle Abu Talib to allow his son, Ali, to live with him and Khadija.  How old was Ali at the time?

a. Three years old.

b. Four years old.
c. Five  years old.
d. Six years old.
16 What did Muhammad (pbuh) and young Ali do in their day to day living?

a. Participate in Badr encounter + b.
b. Visit the poor and sick, help the community.

c. Participate in Fujjar encounter + a.

d. Advise people towards Islam + all the above.
17 In his late thirties Muhammad (pbuh) began to go to Hiraa cave.  What were the reasons?

a. Think about the Creator.
b. Pushed by unbeatable force within + a and b.

c. Think of people and their troubles.

d. Escape the society of Mecca, + a and b.
18 When he was asleep at cave Hiraa, Muhammad (pbuh) was awakened by a supernatural phenomenon.  What was that?

a. Inspiration.
b. Revelation.

c. Gabriel showing.

d. Intense, well organized dream.
19 How did Muhammad (pbuh) react when he received the first revelation?

a. Expected the revelation, so he did not become scared.

b. Became full of anxiety.
c. Became scared, but reasonably so.

d. Enjoyed it very much.
20 Who became the first Muslim?

a. Ali, the cousin of the Prophet (pbuh).
b. Khadija, the wife of the Prophet (pbuh).

c. Abu Bakr, the friend of Muhammad (pbuh).

d. Abu Talib, the uncle of the Prophet (pbuh).
21 How did Ali become the first male Muslim?

a. By permission from his father.

b. By an immediate personal decision.

c. By a personal decision the day after hearing about Islam.
d. c above + after a very restless night.
22 Abu Bakr was a friend of Muhammad (pbuh).  Did he convert to Islam right away?
a. Yes, knowing the integrity of Muhammad (pbuh).

b. Yes, to keep his close friendship.

c. Yes, to stand out as Muslim, away from the pagans.

d. Yes, because he loved Muhammad (pbuh).
23 
For the first call for Islam in the open Muhammad (pbuh) gave a party.  What happened during that party?

a. Abu Lahab, Muhammad's (pbuh) uncle, said insulting things to Muhammad (pbuh).

b. Ali vowed to support Muhammad (pbuh).

c. People were sarcastic of Muhammad (pbuh).
d. All the above.
24 The supply of food was constant during the first party given to the call for Islam.  How do you explain that?
a. Miraculous.

b. People did not eat.

c. People ate but someone kept replenishing the supply.
d. Some people played a trick.
25 What happened at Mount Safa when Muhammad (pbuh) called the people for Islam?

a. Muhammad (pbuh) called for the people to meet there.

b. A big battle with the disbelievers + a.
c. Abu Lahab messed up the occasion once more + a.

d. They all hurried to hear Muhammad (pbuh).
26 Which Surah was immediately revealed when Abu Lahab ridiculed Muhammad (pbuh) in front of the people at Mount Safa?
a. Surah Lahab.

b. Surah Fatiha.

c. Surah Nasr.

d. Surah Ikhlaas.
27 When the disbelievers offered to make Muhammad a king or anything he wished, what was his answer to Abu Talib?

a. I love to be the king, but I have to condemn the idols.

b. I love to be an emperor.

c. I want castles with servants.
d. He rejected the offers in a most dramatic way?
28 What did Muhammad (pbuh) mean when he answered his uncle Abu Talib by saying "By God even if they put the sun at my right and the moon at my left in order for me to give up my message, never will I do so or I perish for the cause."?

a. That the message of God is Supreme.

b. That nothing will take precedence for the message of Islam even at the expense of the Prophet's life.

c. Sincerity to deliver God's message is paramount.
d. All the above.
29 Yasir and his wife, Sumieya, were repeatedly tortured by Abu Jahl until they lost their lives in a most cruel way.  How was that?

a. Stoned to death + b and c below.

b. Tied to four animals, one limb to each animal, animals let loose.

c. They died in a most gruesome way, i.e. quartered.
d. b and c above.
30 What did the Meccan disbelievers try to do to the Muslims in Abyssinia?

a. Give gifts to the king of Abyssinia + b.

b. Ask the king to discharge the Muslims from Abyssinia.

c. Try to convince the Muslims to go back to Mecca.

d. Try to kill all 88 Muslims there.
31 What did Omar discover in the house of his sister?

a. A plot to revolt against Quraish.

b. Five people discussing the Quran + a.

c. A big Islamic meeting + b.

d. A guest reading the Holy Quran.
32 Being as angry as could be, Omar went with the intention to kill Muhammad (pbuh).  What made Omar dramatically change his mind and become Muslim instead?

a. Love of his sister.

b. Recitation of the Holy Quran in such a charming manner.

c. The charm and the depth of meaning of the Quran read to him about the Sovereignty of Allah.

d. b and c above.
33 The cruelest period for persecution of the Muslims was when the pagans of Quraish tried to boycott the clan of Benu Hashim.  What happened?

a. Muhammad (pbuh) + relatives from Benu Hashim were abdicated to an eerie valley.

b. No contact, social or otherwise, was allowed with others in Mecca.  Guards were put on top of surrounding mountains.

c. The cruel circumstances lead to death of Khadija and Abu Talib after the boycott was lifted some time later.

34 All the above.
35 What is Mi'raaj?

a. Muhammad (pbuh) was taken overnight from Mecca to Jerusalem?

b. Nigh of Power during Ramadan.

c. Muhammad (pbuh) taken from Jerusalem to heaven, shown Heaven and Hell as they are.

d. c above + being a Supernatural phenomenon.
35. What is Israa?

a. Meccans became Aseers (captives).

b. Supernatural phenomenon happening to Muhammad (pbuh).

c. Muhammad (pbuh) taken by Gabriel from Mecca to Jerusalem + b.

d. A battle between the Meccans and the Muslims, ending in eradication of the Umayya clan.
36. What is the first pledge of the Aqaba?

a. Pledge between Meccans and Muhammad (pbuh) to spread Islam all over Arabia.

b. a above, but with a group of twelve men from Medina.

c. b above, to support Islam and Muhammad (pbuh).

d. c above, but support Islam all over Arabia.
37. Musab Ibn Umair was sent to Medina (Yathrib) after the first Aqaba pledge.  He was to teach Islam.  How did he do in Medina?

a. Highly successful.

b. Had great difficulty since it was hard to convert people to Islam.

c. Competent but was fairly successful.

d. Didn't succeed well, was only fairly successful.
38. How did Muhammad (pbuh) undo Quraish's "plot for his murder"?

a. Ask Ali to be in his bed.

b. His escape was to the mountains + a.

c. His escape was to Abu Bakr's house + a.

d. a and c above, done cautiously.
39. Why did Muhammad (pbuh) ask Ali to be in his bed?

a. Wanted a man with an unshakable deep faith.

b. Wanted an extremely brave man, willing to give his life for Islam, not reveal sensitive Islamic information, and return the trust of the valuables to its owners faithfully.

c. Wanted a close relative + a and b above.

d. a and b above.
40. Was the escape of Muhammad (pbuh) from Mecca to Medina a miracle, an act of God?

a. It was such that the safe escape was miraculous.

b. So cleverly done that it was a miracle.

c. With such suspense-filling moments that it can be regarded as a miracle.

d. It is a supernatural chain of events.

((((((((((·((((((((((
Excerpts from Du’aa Iftitah: 

Attributed to Imam Al-Mahdi

· Praise be to Allah, with full gratitude for his bounties.

· Praise be to Allah, Who has no opponent to His rule, nor a challenger to His commands.

· Praise be to Allah, Who has no counsel to meddle with His works of creation, nor an equal in His splendor.

· Praise be to Allah, Whose commandments operate in Creation; 

· His glory is evident through His love and kindness.

· His overflowing generosity is available through His unlimited favors, …..

· O Lord! You call upon me, but I turn my back on it. 

· You offer to be familiar with me, but I pay no heed.

· You love me, but I do not correspond to Thee: As if You have overextended my favors over Thee.

· Yet You do not abstain from bestowing favors and blessings on me from Thy mercy and grace

· So, O Lord! Have mercy on Thy ignorant servant and award him with the favor of Thy goodness

· Verily You are most generous and most kind.

· O Allah! Through him (al-Mahdi) give currency to Thy religion, and the Tradition of Thy Prophet, till nothing which is Just and True is kept concealed from any of Your creation.

· O Allah! We ardently desire for a just Government, and fair era

· In which You reactivate Islam and keep aright its followers, 

· And humiliate the imposters and their double-dealers, 

· And include us among those who invite people unto Thy obedience, …..

((((((((((·(((((((((([image: image4.png]
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