[image: image6.png]




وَاذْكُرُوا نِعْمَةَ اللَّهِ عَلَيْكُمْ وَمِيثَاقَهُ الَّذِي وَاثَقَكُمْ بِهِ إِذْ قُلْتُمْ سَمِعْنَا وَأَطَعْنَا ۖ وَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ ۚ إِنَّ اللَّهَ عَلِيمٌ بِذَاتِ الصُّدُورِ 

Remember Allah's grace upon you and His covenant by which He bound you when ye said: We hear and we obey; And keep your duty to Allah. Lo! He knows what is in the hearts of men..
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	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH

One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.

	AL-KARIM
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Allah is the Generous One. His greatest generosity is His mercy, through which He forgives when He could punish. He fulfills His promises. He has promised rewards for good deeds. In His generosity, His rewards surpass all expectations. He also promises punishment for the sinner. That is called al-wa`id, the threat, in accordance with which all who sin should expect punishment. Yet He in His divine judgment finds extenuating circumstances, and in His generosity, forgives.

Allah is generous to those who take refuge in Him. You need not seek intermediaries to stand in His presence. He knows your difficulties and your needs before you know them yourself. In His generosity He gives help, satisfying your needs even before you ask.

The generous among men are those who have been the recipients of more of Allah's generosity than others; that gift is generosity itself. Those are the people who are not content when they are not able to give or to help others.

The generous among men do not always receive recogni​tion or thanks; on the contrary, they are bothered with increased demands. Petitioners from far and near crowd around them. The generous one should be thankful, and know that this is a sign that Allah has accepted the services of His servant, and has increased his honor.

One should not tire, one should not be proud. Those are the dangers. For the ones in need, hopelessness and doubt of the generosity of Allah are also dangers. It is also dangerous for the sinner, no matter how enormous his sin, to doubt Allah's mercy and His generosity.
Abd al-Karim is a witness to the infinite generosity of Allah and acts in accordance with it. He is able to fully appreciate Allah's generosity, knowing that none of that which is given to us is ours. 


	HADITH OF THE PROPHET (pbuh):

	· Religion is easy, and no one who exerts himself too much in religion but it overpowers him; 

· So act aright and keep to the mean and 

· Be of good cheer and ask for Divine help at morning and at evening and during a part of the night.

	

	Sayings of Imam al-Hasan, the 2nd Imam

	· God-fearing is the means by which triumph is achieved.
Allah says: The pious ones will be triumphant. (Holy Quran 78:31)

· Allah will save the pious ones because of their virtuous deeds. No hardship will touch them nor will they be grieved. (Holy Quran 39:61)..  
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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of 9,190 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 104 Muhtadoon have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.

((((((((((·((((((((((
Study of the Life of  Muhammad Considered as  a Preacher of Islam.

BEFORE HIJRAH 
A History of the Propagation of the Muslim Faith

T.W. Arnold    Ma. C.I.F

Professor Of Arabic, University Of London, University College.  Written in 1896, revised in 1913
It is not proposed in this chapter to add another to the already numerous biographies of Muhammad, 

but rather to make a study of his life in one of its aspects only, viz. that in which the Prophet is presented to us as a preacher, as the apostle unto men of a new religion. 

The life of the founder of Islam and the inaugurator of its propaganda may naturally be expected to exhibit to us the true character of the missionary activity of this religion. 

If the life of the Prophet serves as the standard of conduct for the ordinary believer, it must do the same for the Muslim missionary. From the pattern, therefore, we may hope to learn something of the spirit that would animate those who sought to copy it, and of the methods they might be expected to adopt. 

For the missionary spirit of Islam is no after-thought in its history; it inter-penetrates the religion from its very commencement, and in the following sketch it is desired to show how this is so, how Muhammad the Prophet is the type of the missionary of Islam. 

It is therefore beside the purpose to describe his early history, or the influences under which he grew up to manhood, or to consider him in the light either of a statesman or a general: it is as the preacher alone that he will demand our attention.

When, after long internal conflict and disquietude, Muhammad was at length convinced of his divine mission, his earliest efforts were directed towards persuading his own family of the truth of the new doctrine. The unity of God, the abomination of idolatry, the duty laid upon man of submission to the will of his Creator,—these were the simple truths to which he claimed their allegiance. 

The first convert was his faithful and loving wife, Khadijah, —she who fifteen years before had offered her hand in marriage to the poor kinsman that had so successfully traded with her merchandise as a hired agent,—with the words, " I love thee, my cousin, for thy kinship with me, for the respect with which thy people regard thee, for thy honesty, for the beauty of thy character and for the truthfulness of thy speech." 

Khadijah had lifted him out of his burdens, and enabled him to live up to the social position to which he was entitled by right of birth; but this was as nothing to the fidelity and loving devotion with which she shared his mental anxieties, and helped him with tenderest sympathy and encouragement in the hour of his despondency.

Up to her death in a.d. 619 (after a wedded life of five and twenty years) she was always ready with sympathy, consolation and encouragement whenever he suffered from the persecution of his enemies or was tortured by misgivings. "So Khadijah believed," says the biographer of the Prophet," and attested the truth of that which came to him from God and aided him in his undertaking. Thus was the Lord minded to lighten the burden of His Prophet; for whenever he heard anything that grieved him touching his rejection by the people, he would return to her and God would comfort him through her, for she reassured him and lightened his burden and declared her trust in him and made it easy for him to bear the scorn of men."

Among the earliest believers were his cousin Ali , a 10 yr old, and Zayd, and his bosom friend Abu Bakr, of whom Muhammad would often say in after years, "I never invited any to the faith who displayed not hesitation, perplexity and vacillation —excepting only Abu Bakr; who when I told him of Islam tarried not, neither was perplexed." He was a wealthy merchant, much respected by his fellow citizens for the integrity of his character and for his  a goodly intelligence and ability. After his conversion he expended fortune on the purchase of Muslim slaves who were persecuted by their masters on account of their adherence to the teaching of Muhammad.

Through Abu Bakr's influence, to a great extent, five of the earliest converts were added to the number of believers, 

Sa‘d b. Abi Waqqas, the future conqueror of the Persians; 

al-Zubair b. al-Awwam, a relative both of the Prophet and his wife; 

Talha, famous as a warrior in after days;  a wealthy merchant Abd al-Rahman b. 'Awf, and Uthman, the third Khalifa. 

Uthman was early exposed to persecution; his uncle seized and bound him, saying, "Dost thou prefer a new religion to that of thy fathers? I swear I will not loose thee until thou givest up this new faith thou art following after." To which Uthman replied, "By the Lord, I will never abandon it!" Whereupon his uncle, seeing the firmness of his attachment to his faith, released him.

With other additions, particularly from among slaves and poor persons; the Prophet succeeded in collecting round him a little band of followers during the first three years of his mission. Encouraged by the success of these private efforts, Muhammad determined on more active measures and began to preach in public as commanded by Allah.

He called his kinsmen together and invited them to embrace the new faith. "No Arab," he urged," has offered to his nation more precious advantages than those I bring you. I offer you happiness in this world and in the life to come. Who among you will aid me in this task? "All were silent. 

Only the 13 year old Ali, with boyish enthusiasm, cried out, "Prophet of God, I will aid thee." At this the company broke up with derisive laughter.

Undeterred by the ill-success of this preaching, he repeatedly appealed to them on other occasions, but his message and his warnings received from them nothing but scoffing and contempt.

More than once the Quraish tried to induce his uncle Abu Talib, as head of the clan of the Banu Hashim, to which Muhammad belonged, to restrain him from making such attacks upon their ancestral faith, or otherwise they threatened to resort to more violent measures. 

Abu Talib accordingly appealed to his nephew not to bring disaster on himself and his family. The Prophet replied:

"Were the sun to come down on my right and the moon on my left, and the choice were offered me of abandoning my mission until God himself should reveal it, or perishing in the achievement of it, I would never abandon it."

Abu Talib was very moved and exclaimed, "Go and say whatever thou wilt: by God! I will never give thee up unto thy enemies."

The Quraish viewed the progress of the new religion with increasing dissatisfaction and hatred. They adopted all possible means: threats and promises, insults and offers of worldly honor and aggrandizement to induce Muhammad to abandon the part he had taken up.  
The violent abuse with which he was assailed is said to have been the indirect cause of drawing to his side one 

important convert in the person of his uncle, Hamza, whose chivalrous soul was so stung to sudden sympathy by a tale of insult inflicted on and patiently borne by his nephew, that he changed at once from a bitter enemy into a staunch adherent. 

His was not the only instance of sympathy for the sufferings of the Muslims being aroused at the sight of the persecutions they had to endure, and many, no doubt, secretly favored the new religion who did not declare themselves until the day of its triumph.

The hostility of the Quraish to the new faith increased in bitterness as they watched the increase in the numbers of Islam's adherents. They realized that the triumph of the new teaching meant:

1. the destruction of the national religion and  the national worship,

2. and a loss of wealth and 

3. power to the guardians of the sacred Ka'ba. 

Muhammad himself was safe under the protection of Abu Talib and the Banu Hashim, who, though they had no sympathy for the doctrines their kinsman taught, yet with the strong clan-feeling peculiar to the Arabs, secured him from any attempt upon his life, though he was still exposed to continual insult and annoyance. But the poor who had no protector, and the slaves, had to endure the cruelest persecution, and were imprisoned and tortured in order to induce them to recant. 

It was at this time that Abu Bakr purchased the freedom of Bilal,[ an African slave, who was called by Muhammad "the first-fruits of Abyssinia." Bilal had been cruelly tortured by being exposed, day after day, to the scorching rays of the sun, stretched out on his back, with an enormous stone on his stomach; here he was told he would have to stay until either he died or renounced Muhammad and worshipped idols, to which he would reply only, 

"There is but one God, there is but one God."

Two persons died under the tortures they had to undergo. The constancy of a few gave way under the trial, but persecution served only to re-kindle the zeal of others. 

Abd Allah b. Mas'ood made bold to recite a passage of the Quran within the precincts of the Ka'ba itself,—an act of daring that none of the followers of Muhammad had ventured upon before. The assembled Quraish attacked him and smote him on the face, but it was some time before they compelled him to desist. 
He returned to his companions, prepared to bear witness to his faith in a similar manner on the next day, but they dissuaded him, saying, "This is enough for thee, since thou hast made them listen to what they hated to hear."

 To be Continued

The Quran about the Quran
· There are a good many themes in the Holy Quran.  One of these themes is القرآن 

· The word القرآن appears in about 48 Ayahs

· These references have variable flavors of meaning and connotations

· Looking at the entire theme gives a better understanding of what the message entails.
سورة البقرة - سورة 2 - آية 185-186

	َ شَهْرُ رَمَضَانَ الَّذِي أُنْزِلَ فِيهِ الْقُرْآنُ هُدًى لِلنَّاسِ وَبَيِّنَاتٍ مِنَ الْهُدَىٰ وَالْفُرْقَانِ ۚ فَمَنْ شَهِدَ مِنْكُمُ الشَّهْرَ فَلْيَصُمْهُ ۖ …..
وَإِذَا سَأَلَكَ عِبَادِي عَنِّي فَإِنِّي قَرِيبٌ ۖ أُجِيبُ دَعْوَةَ الدَّاعِ إِذَا دَعَانِ ۖ فَلْيَسْتَجِيبُوا لِي وَلْيُؤْمِنُوا بِي لَعَلَّهُمْ يَرْشُدُونَ

	The month of Ramadhan in which was revealed the Quran, a Guidance for mankind, and clear proofs of the guidance, and the Criterion of right and wrong.  And whosoever of you is present, let him fast the month, …..

When My servants ask thee concerning Me, I am indeed close to them: I listen to the prayer of every suppliant when he calls on Me: Let them also, with a will, Listen to My call, and believe in Me: That they may walk in the right way.


سورة النساء - سورة 4 - آية 80-82

	مَنْ يُطِعِ الرَّسُولَ فَقَدْ أَطَاعَ اللَّهَ ۖ وَمَنْ تَوَلَّىٰ فَمَا أَرْسَلْنَاكَ عَلَيْهِمْ حَفِيظًا

وَيَقُولُونَ طَاعَةٌ فَإِذَا بَرَزُوا مِنْ عِنْدِكَ بَيَّتَ طَائِفَةٌ مِنْهُمْ غَيْرَ الَّذِي تَقُولُ ۖ وَاللَّهُ يَكْتُبُ مَا يُبَيِّتُونَ ۖ فَأَعْرِضْ عَنْهُمْ وَتَوَكَّلْ عَلَى اللَّهِ ۚ وَكَفَىٰ بِاللَّهِ وَكِيلًا

أَفَلَا يَتَدَبَّرُونَ الْقُرْآنَ ۚ وَلَوْ كَانَ مِنْ عِنْدِ غَيْرِ اللَّهِ لَوَجَدُوا فِيهِ اخْتِلَافًا كَثِيرًا

	He who obeys the Messenger, obeys Allah: But if any turn away, We have not sent thee to watch over their evil deeds.

And they say: (It is) obedience; but when they have gone forth from thee a party of them spend the night in planning other than what you say. Allah records what they plan. So oppose them and put thy trust in Allah. Allah is sufficient as Trustee.
Will they not then ponder on the Quran?

If it had been from other than Allah they would have found therein much discrepancy.


سورة المائدة - سورة 5 - آية 99-101
	َ مَا عَلَى الرَّسُولِ إِلَّا الْبَلَاغُ ۗ وَاللَّهُ يَعْلَمُ مَا تُبْدُونَ وَمَا تَكْتُمُونَ
قُلْ لَا يَسْتَوِي الْخَبِيثُ وَالطَّيِّبُ وَلَوْ أَعْجَبَكَ كَثْرَةُ الْخَبِيثِ ۚ فَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ يَا أُولِي الْأَلْبَابِ لَعَلَّكُمْ تُفْلِحُونَ
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لَا تَسْأَلُوا عَنْ أَشْيَاءَ إِنْ تُبْدَ لَكُمْ تَسُؤْكُمْ وَإِنْ تَسْأَلُوا عَنْهَا حِينَ يُنَزَّلُ الْقُرْآنُ تُبْدَ لَكُمْ عَفَا اللَّهُ عَنْهَا ۗ وَاللَّهُ غَفُورٌ حَلِيمٌ

	The duty of the messenger is to convey the message. Allah knows what ye proclaim and what ye hide.
Say: The evil and the good are not alike even though the plenty of the evil attract thee. So heed Allah, O men of understanding, that ye may succeed.

O you who believe! Ask not questions about things which, if made plain to you, may cause you trouble. But if you ask about things when the Quran is being revealed, they will be made plain to you, 

Allah pardons this: for Allah is All-Forgiving, Most Forbearing.


سورة الأنعام - سورة 6 - آية 18-19

	وَهُوَ الْقَاهِرُ فَوْقَ عِبَادِهِ ۚ وَهُوَ الْحَكِيمُ الْخَبِيرُ

قُلْ أَيُّ شَيْءٍ أَكْبَرُ شَهَادَةً ۖ قُلِ اللَّهُ ۖ شَهِيدٌ بَيْنِي وَبَيْنَكُمْ ۚ وَأُوحِيَ إِلَيَّ هَٰذَا الْقُرْآنُ لِأُنْذِرَكُمْ بِهِ وَمَنْ بَلَغَ ۚ أَئِنَّكُمْ لَتَشْهَدُونَ أَنَّ مَعَ اللَّهِ آلِهَةً أُخْرَىٰ ۚ قُلْ لَا أَشْهَدُ ۚ قُلْ إِنَّمَا هُوَ إِلَٰهٌ وَاحِدٌ وَإِنَّنِي بَرِيءٌ مِمَّا تُشْرِكُونَ

	And Allah is the Supreme, above His servants; and He is the Wise, the Aware.
Say (O Muhammad): "What thing is most weighty in evidence?" Say: "Allah is witness between me and you; This Quran has been revealed to me by inspiration, that I may warn you and all whom it reaches.  Can ye possibly bear witness that besides Allah there is another God?" Say: "Nay! I cannot bear witness!"  Say: "But in truth He is the one God, and I truly am innocent of your blasphemy of joining others with Him."


سورة الأعراف - سورة 7 - آية 202-204

	وَإِذَا قُرِئَ الْقُرْآنُ فَاسْتَمِعُوا لَهُ وَأَنْصِتُوا لَعَلَّكُمْ تُرْحَمُونَ وَاذْكُرْ رَبَّكَ فِي نَفْسِكَ تَضَرُّعًا وَخِيفَةً وَدُونَ الْجَهْرِ مِنَ الْقَوْلِ بِالْغُدُوِّ وَالْآصَالِ وَلَا تَكُنْ مِنَ الْغَافِلِينَ

إِنَّ الَّذِينَ عِنْدَ رَبِّكَ لَا يَسْتَكْبِرُونَ عَنْ عِبَادَتِهِ وَيُسَبِّحُونَهُ وَلَهُ يَسْجُدُونَ

	When the Quran is read, listen to it with attention, and hold your peace: that you may receive Mercy.
And remember your Lord within yourself humbly and fearing and in a voice not loud in the morning and the evening and be not of the heedless ones.
Lo! those who are with thy Lord are not too proud to do Him service, but they praise Him and prostrate before Him.


سورة التوبة - سورة 9 - آية 111
	إِنَّ اللَّهَ اشْتَرَىٰ مِنَ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ أَنْفُسَهُمْ وَأَمْوَالَهُمْ بِأَنَّ لَهُمُ الْجَنَّةَ ۚ يُقَاتِلُونَ فِي سَبِيلِ اللَّهِ فَيَقْتُلُونَ وَيُقْتَلُونَ ۖ وَعْدًا عَلَيْهِ حَقًّا فِي التَّوْرَاةِ وَالْإِنْجِيلِ وَالْقُرْآنِ ۚ وَمَنْ أَوْفَىٰ بِعَهْدِهِ مِنَ اللَّهِ ۚ فَاسْتَبْشِرُوا بِبَيْعِكُمُ الَّذِي بَايَعْتُمْ بِهِ ۚ وَذَٰلِكَ هُوَ الْفَوْزُ الْعَظِيمُ

	Allah has purchased of the believers their persons and their goods; for theirs in return is Paradise: 

they fight in His cause, and slay and are slain: 

a promise binding on Him in truth, through the Torah, the Gospel, and the Quran: and who is more faithful to his covenant than Allah? 

then rejoice in the bargain which you have concluded: that is the achievement supreme.


سورة يونس - سورة 10 - آية 37-38

	وَمَا كَانَ هَٰذَا الْقُرْآنُ أَنْ يُفْتَرَىٰ مِنْ دُونِ اللَّهِ وَلَٰكِنْ تَصْدِيقَ الَّذِي بَيْنَ يَدَيْهِ وَتَفْصِيلَ الْكِتَابِ لَا رَيْبَ فِيهِ مِنْ رَبِّ الْعَالَمِينَ 
أَمْ يَقُولُونَ افْتَرَاهُ ۖ قُلْ فَأْتُوا بِسُورَةٍ مِثْلِهِ وَادْعُوا مَنِ اسْتَطَعْتُمْ مِنْ دُونِ اللَّهِ إِنْ كُنْتُمْ صَادِقِينَ 

	This Quran is not such as can be produced by other than Allah; 

on the contrary it is a confirmation of revelations that went before it, 

and a fuller explanation of the Book ─wherein there is no doubt ─ from the Lord of the worlds.
Or say they: He has invented it? Say: Then bring a Surah like unto it, and call for help on all ye can besides Allah, if ye are truthful.


سورة يوسف - سورة 12 - آية 1-3

	الر ۚ تِلْكَ آيَاتُ الْكِتَابِ الْمُبِينِ 
إِنَّا أَنْزَلْنَاهُ قُرْآنًا عَرَبِيًّا لَعَلَّكُمْ تَعْقِلُونَ 
نَحْنُ نَقُصُّ عَلَيْكَ أَحْسَنَ الْقَصَصِ بِمَا أَوْحَيْنَا إِلَيْكَ هَٰذَا الْقُرْآنَ وَإِنْ كُنْتَ مِنْ قَبْلِهِ لَمِنَ الْغَافِلِينَ 

	Alif Lam Ra. These are the verses of the Book that makes (things) manifest.
We have sent it down as an Arabic Quran, that you may understand.
We narrate unto thee (Muhammad) the best of narratives in that We have inspired in thee this Quran, 

though before this you were among those who knew it not.


سورة الحجر - سورة 15 - آية 85-87

	وَمَا خَلَقْنَا السَّمَاوَاتِ وَالْأَرْضَ وَمَا بَيْنَهُمَا إِلَّا بِالْحَقِّ ۗ وَإِنَّ السَّاعَةَ لَآتِيَةٌ ۖ فَاصْفَحِ الصَّفْحَ الْجَمِيلَ 
إِنَّ رَبَّكَ هُوَ الْخَلَّاقُ الْعَلِيمُ 
وَلَقَدْ آتَيْنَاكَ سَبْعًا مِنَ الْمَثَانِي وَالْقُرْآنَ الْعَظِيمَ 

	We did not create the heavens and the earth and all that is between them except with truth, and lo! the Hour is surely coming. So forgive, (O Muhammad), with a gracious forgiveness.
For verily it is thy Lord who is the Master-Creator, who knows all things.
And We have bestowed upon thee the Seven Oft-repeated verses and the Grand Quran 


سورة الحجر - سورة 15 - آية 89-95

	وَقُلْ إِنِّي أَنَا النَّذِيرُ الْمُبِينُ    َمَا أَنْزَلْنَا عَلَى الْمُقْتَسِمِينَ    الَّذِينَ جَعَلُوا الْقُرْآنَ عِضِينَ

فَوَرَبِّكَ لَنَسْأَلَنَّهُمْ أَجْمَعِينَ    عَمَّا كَانُوا يَعْمَلُونَ

فَاصْدَعْ بِمَا تُؤْمَرُ وَأَعْرِضْ عَنِ الْمُشْرِكِينَ    إِنَّا كَفَيْنَاكَ الْمُسْتَهْزِئِينَ

	And say (o Muhammad): Lo! I am the warner, who warns clearly.  Such as We send down for those who make division. Those who break the Quran into parts 

All of them, by thy Lord, We shall call to account.  of what they used to do.
So proclaim what you are commanded, and withdraw from the idolaters.

Surely We will suffice you against the scoffers


سورة النحل - سورة 16 - آية 98-102

	فَإِذَا قَرَأْتَ الْقُرْآنَ فَاسْتَعِذْ بِاللَّهِ مِنَ الشَّيْطَانِ الرَّجِيمِ 
إِنَّهُ لَيْسَ لَهُ سُلْطَانٌ عَلَى الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَعَلَىٰ رَبِّهِمْ يَتَوَكَّلُونَ 
إِنَّمَا سُلْطَانُهُ عَلَى الَّذِينَ يَتَوَلَّوْنَهُ وَالَّذِينَ هُمْ بِهِ مُشْرِكُونَ 
قُلْ نَزَّلَهُ رُوحُ الْقُدُسِ مِنْ رَبِّكَ بِالْحَقِّ لِيُثَبِّتَ الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَهُدًى وَبُشْرَىٰ لِلْمُسْلِمِينَ 

	So when you recite the Quran, seek refuge with Allah from Shaitan, the accursed 
Lo! Satan has no power over those who believe and put trust in their Lord.
His authority is over those only, who take him as patron and who join partners with Allah.
Say: The Holy spirit has revealed it from your Lord with the truth, that it may establish those who believe and as a guidance and good news for those who submit.


سورة الإسراء - سورة 17 - آية 9-11

	إِنَّ هَٰذَا الْقُرْآنَ يَهْدِي لِلَّتِي هِيَ أَقْوَمُ وَيُبَشِّرُ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ الَّذِينَ يَعْمَلُونَ الصَّالِحَاتِ أَنَّ لَهُمْ أَجْرًا كَبِيرًا 
وَأَنَّ الَّذِينَ لَا يُؤْمِنُونَ بِالْآخِرَةِ أَعْتَدْنَا لَهُمْ عَذَابًا أَلِيمًا 
وَيَدْعُ الْإِنْسَانُ بِالشَّرِّ دُعَاءَهُ بِالْخَيْرِ ۖ وَكَانَ الْإِنْسَانُ عَجُولًا 

	Lo! this Quran guides to that which is most upright and gives good news to the believers who do good, that theirs shall be a great reward.

And as to those who don’t believe in the Hereafter, for them We have prepared a painful doom.
The prayer that man should make for good, he makes it for evil; for man is given to hasty deeds.


سورة الإسراء - سورة 17 - آية 41-44

	وَلَقَدْ صَرَّفْنَا فِي هَٰذَا الْقُرْآنِ لِيَذَّكَّرُوا وَمَا يَزِيدُهُمْ إِلَّا نُفُورًا
قُلْ لَوْ كَانَ مَعَهُ آلِهَةٌ كَمَا يَقُولُونَ إِذًا لَابْتَغَوْا إِلَىٰ ذِي الْعَرْشِ سَبِيلًا   سُبْحَانَهُ وَتَعَالَىٰ عَمَّا يَقُولُونَ عُلُوًّا كَبِيرًا 
 تُسَبِّحُ لَهُ السَّمَاوَاتُ السَّبْعُ وَالْأَرْضُ وَمَنْ فِيهِنَّ ۚ وَإِنْ مِنْ شَيْءٍ إِلَّا يُسَبِّحُ بِحَمْدِهِ وَلَٰكِنْ لَا تَفْقَهُونَ تَسْبِيحَهُمْ ۗ إِنَّهُ كَانَ حَلِيمًا غَفُورًا 

	We verily have displayed Our warnings in this Quran that they may take heed,

but it adds not to them except aversion.
Say: If there had been (other) gods with Him, as they say,- behold, they would certainly have sought out a way to the Lord of the Throne!
Glorified is He, and High Exalted above what they say!
The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein praise Him, and there is not a thing but hymns His praise; but ye understand not their praise. Lo! He is ever Clement, Forgiving.


سورة الإسراء - سورة 17 - آية 45-46

	وَإِذَا قَرَأْتَ الْقُرْآنَ جَعَلْنَا بَيْنَكَ وَبَيْنَ الَّذِينَ لَا يُؤْمِنُونَ بِالْآخِرَةِ حِجَابًا مَسْتُورًا 
وَجَعَلْنَا عَلَىٰ قُلُوبِهِمْ أَكِنَّةً أَنْ يَفْقَهُوهُ وَفِي آذَانِهِمْ وَقْرًا ۚ وَإِذَا ذَكَرْتَ رَبَّكَ فِي الْقُرْآنِ وَحْدَهُ وَلَّوْا عَلَىٰ أَدْبَارِهِمْ نُفُورًا 

	And when you recite the Quran, 

We place between you and those who do not believe in the hereafter  a hidden barrier;

And We place upon their hearts veils lest they should understand it, and in their ears a deafness; and when thou make mention of thy Lord alone in the Quran, they turn their backs in aversion.


سورة الإسراء - سورة 17 - آية 80-82

	وَقُلْ رَبِّ أَدْخِلْنِي مُدْخَلَ صِدْقٍ وَأَخْرِجْنِي مُخْرَجَ صِدْقٍ وَاجْعَلْ لِي مِنْ لَدُنْكَ سُلْطَانًا نَصِيرًا 
وَقُلْ جَاءَ الْحَقُّ وَزَهَقَ الْبَاطِلُ ۚ إِنَّ الْبَاطِلَ كَانَ زَهُوقًا 
وَنُنَزِّلُ مِنَ الْقُرْآنِ مَا هُوَ شِفَاءٌ وَرَحْمَةٌ لِلْمُؤْمِنِينَ ۙ وَلَا يَزِيدُ الظَّالِمِينَ إِلَّا خَسَارًا 

	Say: "O my Lord! Let my entry be by the Gate of Truth and Honor, and likewise my exit by the Gate of Truth and Honor; And give me from Thy presence a sustaining Power.
And say: The truth has come and the falsehood has vanished; Lo! falsehood is ever bound to vanish.
And We reveal of the Quran that which is a healing and a mercy to the believers, But for the evil-doers, it causes nothing but loss after loss.


سورة الإسراء - سورة 17 - آية 88
	قُلْ لَئِنِ اجْتَمَعَتِ الْإِنْسُ وَالْجِنُّ عَلَىٰ أَنْ يَأْتُوا بِمِثْلِ هَٰذَا الْقُرْآنِ لَا يَأْتُونَ بِمِثْلِهِ وَلَوْ كَانَ بَعْضُهُمْ لِبَعْضٍ ظَهِيرًا 
وَلَقَدْ صَرَّفْنَا لِلنَّاسِ فِي هَٰذَا الْقُرْآنِ مِنْ كُلِّ مَثَلٍ فَأَبَىٰ أَكْثَرُ النَّاسِ إِلَّا كُفُورًا 

	Say: "If the whole of mankind and Jinns were to gather together to produce the like of this Quran, they could not produce the like of it, even if they backed up each other for help and support.
And We have explained to man, in this Quran, every kind of similitude: 

yet the greater part of men refuse to receive it except with ingratitude!


سورة الكهف - سورة 18 - آية 54-55

	وَلَقَدْ صَرَّفْنَا فِي هَٰذَا الْقُرْآنِ لِلنَّاسِ مِنْ كُلِّ مَثَلٍ ۚ وَكَانَ الْإِنْسَانُ أَكْثَرَ شَيْءٍ جَدَلًا 
وَمَا مَنَعَ النَّاسَ أَنْ يُؤْمِنُوا إِذْ جَاءَهُمُ الْهُدَىٰ وَيَسْتَغْفِرُوا رَبَّهُمْ إِلَّا أَنْ تَأْتِيَهُمْ سُنَّةُ الْأَوَّلِينَ أَوْ يَأْتِيَهُمُ الْعَذَابُ قُبُلًا 

	And verily We have displayed for mankind in this Quran all manner of similitude, but man is more than anything contentious.
And what is there to keep back men from believing, now that Guidance has come to them, nor from praying for forgiveness from their Lord, but that (they ask that) the ways of the ancients be repeated with them, or the Wrath be brought to them face to face?


سورة طه - سورة 20 - آية 1-6
	طه  مَا أَنْزَلْنَا عَلَيْكَ الْقُرْآنَ لِتَشْقَىٰ  إِلَّا تَذْكِرَةً لِمَنْ يَخْشَىٰ 
تَنْزِيلًا مِمَّنْ خَلَقَ الْأَرْضَ وَالسَّمَاوَاتِ الْعُلَى   الرَّحْمَٰنُ عَلَى الْعَرْشِ اسْتَوَىٰ 
لَهُ مَا فِي السَّمَاوَاتِ وَمَا فِي الْأَرْضِ وَمَا بَيْنَهُمَا وَمَا تَحْتَ الثَّرَىٰ 

	Ta-Ha.
We have not revealed unto thee (O Muhammad) this Quran to be distressed,

But as a reminder unto him who fears,
A revelation from Allah Him Who created the earth and the high heavens,
(Allah) Most Gracious is firmly established on the Throne.

To Him belongs what is in the heavens and on earth, and all between them, and all beneath the soil.


سورة الفرقان - سورة 25 - آية 30-32
	َوَقَالَ الرَّسُولُ يَا رَبِّ إِنَّ قَوْمِي اتَّخَذُوا هَٰذَا الْقُرْآنَ مَهْجُورًا

وَكَذَٰلِكَ جَعَلْنَا لِكُلِّ نَبِيٍّ عَدُوًّا مِنَ الْمُجْرِمِينَ ۗ وَكَفَىٰ بِرَبِّكَ هَادِيًا وَنَصِيرًا

وَقَالَ الَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا لَوْلَا نُزِّلَ عَلَيْهِ الْقُرْآنُ جُمْلَةً وَاحِدَةً ۚ كَذَٰلِكَ لِنُثَبِّتَ بِهِ فُؤَادَكَ ۖ وَرَتَّلْنَاهُ تَرْتِيلًا

	Then the Messenger will say:  O my Lord! surely my people have treated this Quran as a forsaken thing.

Thus have We made for every Prophet an enemy among the sinners: but enough is thy Lord to guide and to help.

And those who disbelieve say: Why has not the Quran been revealed to him all at once? Thus, that We may strengthen your heart and We have rehearsed it well, in stages, gradually.


QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).   They can be had on credit.
To order, the prisoners should write to and fill the form:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
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KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20
A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
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ABOUT CARE OF THE BULLETINS

The Bulletins of Affiliation contain the name of God and quotes from the Holy Quran, therefore PLEASE deal with it appropriately.  Do not throw it away haphazardly, and if you find any of its pages thrown away, please pick it up, tear it to small pieces then dispense with it.
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TO SUBSCRIBE:

To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 
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Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows

5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.

8. Articles in Arabic.

9. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
10. Du’aas categorized and translated
11. Bulletins of Affiliation
12. Statistics monthly
13. Statistics of current and previous years.
14. Topics in the Quran
15. The Spread of Islam
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reached 61,653 for the month of April 2013, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 33,974 as of  4-30-2013.
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FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
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ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
QUESTIONS: 
Teachings of Muhammad as Passed down by Ahlul Bayt
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	21.
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	|
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	D
	|
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	24.
	-
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	|
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	-
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	C
	|
	26.
	-
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	A
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	27.
	-

	8.
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	|
	28.
	-
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	|
	29.
	-
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	C
	|
	30.
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	11.
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	31.
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	12.
	C
	|
	32.
	-

	13
	C
	|
	33.
	-
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	C
	|
	34.
	-

	15.
	B
	|
	35.
	-

	16.
	C
	|
	36.
	-
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	C
	|
	37.
	-

	18.
	D
	|
	38.
	-

	19.
	-
	|
	39.
	-

	20.
	-
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	40.
	-
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IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS: Teachings of Muhammad as Passed down by Ahlul Bayt

1. What are the 5 components of Usool Al-Deen?

a. Divine Oneness, Divine Justice, Prophethood, Imamah, and the Hereafter.

b. Divine Oneness, Divine Love, Prophethood, Imamah, and the Hereafter.

c. Divine Oneness, Angels, Prophethood, Imamah, and the Hereafter.

d. Divine Oneness, Holy books, Imamah, and Ma’ad.
2 What are the 8 components of Furoo' Al-Deen?

a. Salat, Saum, Zakat, Khums, Haj, Jihad, Amru bil Ma'ruf, Nahiyu unn Munkar.

b. Salat, Saum, Zakat, Khums, Haj, Jihad, Helping others, Piety.

c. Salat, Saum, Khums, Reading Quran, Jihad, Amru bil Ma'ruf, Nahiyu unn Munkar.

d. Salat, Saum, Zakat, Khums, Haj, Jihad, Amru bil Ma'ruf, visiting the shrines.
3 Mention the 8 positive attributes of Allah's Being.

a. Allah is Eternal, Omnipotent, All-Knowing and Ever-Living.

b. Allah is the Master of the Word, is the truthful, who executes His Will.

c. Allah is the Perceiver: All-Seeing, All-Hearing, and Omnipresent.

d. All the above.
4 Explain the Iraada (Will of Allah).

a. Allah fulfills anything He decides to do.

b. Through Allah's Will the universe was created.

c. Allah can do anything He wills.

d. All the above.
5 What is the scope of Divine Justice?

a. No evil can come from Allah whatsoever.

b. Allah does not make people commit evil and mischief, but will punish them for their evil thoughts and deeds.
c. Allah will not ill-compensate the true believers.
d. Allah will neither punish unnecessarily nor give less than what is deserved + a, b, and c.
6 What is the importance of Divine Justice?

a. Due to Divine Justice Allah sent Prophets to numerous communities.

b. The Prophets taught Allah's Commands and Directives.  Anyone who obeys these Directives will be compensated through the Divine Justice of Allah.

c. Because of His Divine Justice Allah created Heaven and Hell, the Day of Judgment, and the Hereafter. 

d. Divine justice is a foundation-stone of Islam + a and b.
7 Is man completely predestined?

a. Man is neither completely the master of his acts, nor is he completely powerless to do what Allah leads him to do + c.

b. Man is completely predestined.

c. Man is thus between the two extremes of complete freedom or predestination, to a greater or lesser extent.
d. Man is completely free to do whatever he decides.
8 What is meant by Ma'soom?

a. The perfect person appointed by Allah.

b. Such a person is the leader and example to others, such as Prophets and the Designated 12 Imams.

c. Such a person is safeguarded by Allah against sin, mistakes, or forgetfulness.

d. All the above.
9 Besides the Prophets, whom did Allah safeguard against religious error, sin, and forgetfulness?

a. The twelve Designated Imams, Ali and his progeny.

b. The twelve Sahaaba.

c. The twelve rulers (Khalifas) of Benu Umayya.

d. The twelve rulers (Khalifas) of Benu Abbas.
10 What is the Shari'ah?

a. Directives (Commands) of Allah in the Quran.

b. The laws given by Allah for the correction, improvement, and perfection of humanity.

c. Constitution of Islam + a and b.

d. Directives (Commands) of Muhammad (pbuh) as the backbone of Hadith.
11 From what were the angels created?

a. Angels were created from the energy of fire.

b. Angels were created from the energy of light.

c. Angels were created from the matter of the earth.
d. Angels were created from smoke.
12 How did Iblees (Shaitan) deceive Adam and Hawwa?

a. Shaitan appeared to Adam and Hawwa as a snake.

b. Shaitan made Adam and Hawwa feel as if it was the greatest thing to approach this forbidden tree + a.

c. Shaitan made Adam and Hawwa feel as if it was the greatest thing to approach this forbidden tree + d.

d. Shaitan enticed Adam and Hawwa in the most subtle ways.
13 What is the importance of the Imamah?

a. It is somewhat important.

b. It is not important, to be ignored.

c. The Shi'a believe fully in the Imamah + d.
d. Imamah is so important that it is considered as a component of the Islamic Faith.
14 What do the Shi'a believe about the Imamah?

a. The institution of Imamah (appointing Imams after the Prophet) is one of the fundamentals of the Islamic Belief (Iman).

b. b. Imamah is an integral part of Iman (Faith).

c. c. a and b + they support that with evidence through the family of the Prophet (pbuh).

d. Half of the Muslim world does not believe in the Imamah.
15 What are the two weighty matters Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) left after he died?

a. The Holy Quran + Ethics Hadith.

b. The Holy Quran + Ahlul Bayt.

c. The Holy Quran + Khilaafah.

d. Ahlul Bayt + Khilaafah.
16 Describe in short the effort of Ahlul Bayt.

a. Ahlul Bayt were generous in guiding people, teaching them, and educating them in Islam and the Islamic Shari'ah.

b. The Quran and the Shari'ah were at the core of Ahlul Bayt's activity, and they were constantly absorbed in showing the way to others.

c. Many of the highest scholars in Islam learned at the hands of Ahlul Bayt; therefore, Ahlul Bayt acted as the cementing factor consolidating the teachings of Islam over 3 centuries + a and b.

d. Ahlul Bayt attracted only those who opposed Benu Umayya.
17 What is Ilham?

a. Ilham is inspiration.

b. The Imams were inspired, (Ilham) a clear inspiration that was always sharp and to the point.

c. The Imams inspiration was unerring, always accurate + a and b.

d. Ilham is Revelation.
18 What is Ghadeer Khum?

a. A road intersection halfway between Mecca and Medina.

b. A great happening took place two weeks after the Farewell Haj.

c. The Prophet (pbuh) received a revelation (Surah  5:  Ayah  67) and he acted upon it there.

d. The Prophet (pbuh) appointed Ali to be the Wali of all Muslims + a, b, and c.

((((((((((·((((((((((
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