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إِنَّمَا الْمُؤْمِنُونَ الَّذِينَ إِذَا ذُكِرَ اللَّهُ وَجِلَتْ قُلُوبُهُمْ وَإِذَا تُلِيَتْ عَلَيْهِمْ آيَاتُهُ زَادَتْهُمْ إِيمَانًا وَعَلَىٰ رَبِّهِمْ يَتَوَكَّلُونَ
Lo! The believers are those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a tremor in their hearts, and when they hear His signs rehearsed, find their faith strengthened, and put all their trust in their Lord;
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	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH

One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.

	القهار
AL-QAHHAR

Allah is the Ever-Dominating One, who has surrounded all His creation from without and within with His irresistible power. Nothing can escape Him. The worlds and the heavens bow their heads before of Him. How many universes, races, and nations has He destroyed in punishment!

Allah counters His attribute of al-Qahhar with His attribute al-Latif. They are within each other. He has also created causes and means that separate His punishing destructive force from His delicate loving finesse (al-Latif). He has created the means of faith, sincerity, justice, compassion, generosity, wisdom, and other beautiful characteristics upon which the light of al-Latif shines. He has created the causes of rebellion, denial, arrogance, ignorance, tyranny and hypocrisy, upon which the darkness of His terror is reflected.

Try to find the traces of these ascending and descending causes, and these two mirrors-one full of light, the other, darkness-in and around you. We take refuge from Allah al-Qahhar in Allah al-Latif.

'Abd al-Qahhar is the one who is given the power to obliterate tyranny. None can influence him nor can overcome him. He becomes all-powerful to execute that which is right.




	Hadith of the PROPHET (pbuh):

	( “O Lord as You have made my body good, so make good my disposition.”
( “I have been sent to fully explain good dispositions.”

	

	Sayings of Imam Ali, the 1st Imam

	( A Mu'min (a true believer) divides his time into three portions: One portion in which he prays and worships his Lord, the second in which he strives for his livelihood, and the third for venting his lawful desires by obtaining fair and permissible pleasures.
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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of  10,431 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 92 Muhtadoon  have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.

((((((((((·((((((((((
CONDITION OF THE CHRISTIANS IN THE EARLY MUSLIM WORLD

A History of the Propagation of the Muslim Faith

T.W. Arnold    Ma. C.I.F

Professor Of Arabic, University Of London, University College.  Written in 1896, revised in 1913
For the East, with its love of clear and simple concepts, Hellenic culture was, from the religious point of view, a misfortune, because it changed the sublime and simple teachings of Christ into a creed bristling with incomprehensible dogmas, full of doubts and uncertainties; 
these ended with producing a feeling of deep dismay and shook the very foundations of religious belief; so that when at last there appeared, coming out suddenly from the desert, the news of the new revelation, this bastard oriental Christianity, torn asunder by internal discords, wavering in its fundamental dogmas, dismayed by such incertitudes, could no longer resist the temptations of a new faith, which swept away at one single stroke all miserable doubts, and offered, along with simple, clear and undisputed doctrines, great material advantages also. The East then abandoned Christ and threw itself into the arms of the Prophet of Arabia." 

Again, Canon Taylor says: 
"It is easy to understand why Islam had spread so swiftly over Africa and Asia. The African and Syrian doctors had substituted abstruse metaphysical dogmas for the religion of Christ: 
they tried to combat the licentiousness of the age by setting forth the celestial merit of celibacy and the angelic excellence of virginity —seclusion from the world was the road of holiness, dirt was the characteristic of monkish sanctity— 
the people were practically polytheists, worshipping a crowd of martyrs, saints and angels; the upper classes were effeminate and corrupt, the middle classes oppressed by taxation, the slaves without hope for the present or the future. As with the besom of God, Islam swept away this mass of corruption and superstition. 
It was a revolt against empty theological polemics; it was a masculine protest against the exaltation of celibacy as a crown of piety. 
Islam brought out the fundamental dogmas of religion—the unity and greatness of God, that He is merciful and righteous, that He claims obedience to His will, resignation and faith. 
Islam proclaimed the responsibility of man, a future life, a day of judgment, and stern retribution to fall upon the wicked; and enforced the duties of prayer, almsgiving, fasting and benevolence. 
It thrust aside the artificial virtues, the religious frauds and follies, the perverted moral sentiments, and the verbal subtleties of theological disputants. 
It replaced monkishness by manliness. It gave hope to the slave, brotherhood to mankind, and recognition to the fundamental facts of human nature."
 Islam has, moreover, been represented as a reaction against that Byzantine ecclesiasticism, which looked .upon the emperor and his court as a copy of the Divine Majesty on high, and the emperor himself as not only the supreme earthly ruler of Christendom, but as High-priest also. 
Under Justinian this system had been hardened into a despotism that pressed like an iron weight upon clergy and laity alike. 
In 532 the widespread dissatisfaction in Constantinople with both church and state, burst out into a revolt against the government of Justinian, which was only suppressed after a massacre of 35,000 persons. 
The Greens, as the party of the malcontents was termed, had made open and violent protest in the circus against the oppression of the emperor, crying out, "Justice has vanished from the world and is no more to be found. But we will become Jews, or rather we will return again to Grecian paganism. The lapse of a century had removed none of the grounds for the dissatisfaction that here found such violent expression, but the heavy hand of the Byzantine government prevented the renewal of such an outbreak as that of 532 and compelled the malcontents to dissemble, though in 560 some secret heathens were detected in Constantinople and punished. 
On the borders of the empire, however, at a distance from the capital, such malcontents were safer, and the persecuted heretics, and others dissatisfied with the Byzantine state-church, took refuge in the East, and here the Muslim armies would be welcomed by the spiritual children of those who a hundred years before had desired to exchange the Christian religion for another faith.
 Further, the general adoption of the Arabic language throughout the empire of the Khilaafah, especially in the towns and the great centers of population, and the gradual assimilation in manners and customs that in the course of about two centuries caused the numerous conquered races to be largely merged in the national life of the ruling race, had no doubt a counterpart in the religious and intellectual life of many members of the protected religions. 
The rationalistic movement that so powerfully influenced Muslim theology from the second to the fifth century of the Hijrah may very possibly have influenced Christian thinkers, and turned them from a religion, the prevailing tone of whose theology seems at this time to have been Credo quia impossibile. 
A Muslim writer of the fourth century of the Hijrah has preserved for us a conversation with a Coptic Christian which may safely be taken as characteristic of the general mental attitude of the rest of the Eastern Churches at this period :—
"My proof for the truth of Christianity is, that I find its teachings contradictory and mutually destructive, 
for they are repugnant to reason and revolting to the intellect, on account of their inconsistency and mutual contrariety. 
No reflection can strengthen them, no discussion can prove them;  and however thoughtfully we may investigate them, neither the intellect nor the senses can provide us with any argument in support of them. 
Notwithstanding this, I have seen that many nations and mighty kings of learning and sound judgment, have given in their allegiance to the Christian faith; 
so I conclude that if these have accepted it in spite of all the contradictions referred to, it is because the proofs they have received, in the form of signs and miracles, have compelled them to submit to it." 
· On the other hand, it should be remembered that those who passed over from Christianity to Islam, under the influence of the rationalistic tendencies of the age, would find in the Mutazilite presentment of Muslim theology, very much that was common to the two faiths, so that as far as the articles of belief and the intellectual attitude towards many theological questions were concerned, the transition was not so violent as might be supposed. 
· To say nothing of the numerous fundamental doctrines, that will at once suggest themselves to those even who have only a slight knowledge of the teachings of the Prophet, there were many other common points of view, that were the direct consequences of the close relationships between the Christian and Muslim theologians in Damascus under the Umayyad Khalifas as also in later times; for it has been maintained that there is clear evidence of the influence of the Byzantine theologians on the development of the systematic treatment of Muslim dogmatics. 
· The very form and arrangement of the oldest rule of faith in the Arabic language suggest a comparison with similar treatises of St. John of Damascus and other Christian fathers.[120] The oldest Arab Sufiism, the trend of which was purely towards the ascetic life (as distinguished from the later pantheistic Sufiism) originated largely under the influence of Christian thought.[121] Such influence is especially traceable in the doctrines of some of the Mutazilite sects,[122] who busied themselves with speculations on the attributes of the divine nature quite in the manner of the Byzantine theologians: the Qadariyyah or libertarians of Islam probably borrowed their doctrine of the freedom of the will directly from Christianity, while the Mur'ji'ah in their denial of the doctrine of eternal punishment were in thorough agreement with the teaching of the Eastern Church on this subject as against the generally received opinion of orthodox Muslims.[123] 
· On the other hand, the influence of the more orthodox doctors of Islam in the conversion of unbelievers is attested by the tradition that twenty thousand Christians, Jews and Magians became Muslims when the great Imam Ibn Hanbal died.[124] A celebrated doctor of the same sect, Abul-Faraj b. al-Jawzi (A.D. 1115-1201), the most learned man of his time, a popular preacher and most prolific writer, is said to have boasted that just the same number of persons accepted the faith of Islam at his hands.[125]
· Further, the vast and unparalleled success of the Muslim arms shook the faith of the Christian peoples that came under their rule and saw in these conquests the hand of God.[126] Worldly prosperity they associated with the divine favor and the God of battle (they thought) would surely give the victory only into the hands of his favored servants. Thus the very success of the Muslims seemed to argue the truth of their religion.
· The Islamic ideal of the brotherhood of all  believers was a powerful attraction towards this creed, and though the Arab pride of birth strove to refuse for several generations the privileges of the ruling race to the new converts, still as "clients" of the various Arab tribes to which at first they used to be affiliated, they 
· 
received a recognized position in the community, and by the close of the first century of the Hijrah they had vindicated for this ideal its true place in Muslim theology and at least a theoretical recognition in the state.
To be Continued
The word Repentance التوبه  in the Quran
· The word Repentance التوبه - appears in about 69 Ayahs of the Quran.  It appears UPPER CASE in the translation.
· These references have variable flavors of meaning and connotations

· Looking at the entire theme gives a better understanding of what the message entails.
سورة البقرة - سورة 2 - آية 186-187

	وَإِذَا سَأَلَكَ عِبَادِي عَنِّي فَإِنِّي قَرِيبٌ ۖ أُجِيبُ دَعْوَةَ الدَّاعِ إِذَا دَعَانِ ۖ فَلْيَسْتَجِيبُوا لِي وَلْيُؤْمِنُوا بِي لَعَلَّهُمْ يَرْشُدُونَ 
أُحِلَّ لَكُمْ لَيْلَةَ الصِّيَامِ الرَّفَثُ إِلَىٰ نِسَائِكُمْ ۚ هُنَّ لِبَاسٌ لَكُمْ وَأَنْتُمْ لِبَاسٌ لَهُنَّ ۗ عَلِمَ اللَّهُ أَنَّكُمْ كُنْتُمْ تَخْتَانُونَ أَنْفُسَكُمْ فَتَابَ عَلَيْكُمْ وَعَفَا عَنْكُمْ ۖ ….

	(Allah says): And when My servants ask you concerning Me, then surely I am very near; I answer the prayer of the suppliant when he calls on Me; So let them hear My call and let them trust in Me, in order that they may be led aright.
Permitted to you, on the night of the fasts, is the approach to your wives. They are your garments and ye are their garments. 

Allah knows what ye used to do secretly among yourselves; but HE TURNED TO YOU IN MERCY and removed from you this burden; …..


سورة آل عمران - سورة 3 - آية 126-128

	وَمَا جَعَلَهُ اللَّهُ إِلَّا بُشْرَىٰ لَكُمْ وَلِتَطْمَئِنَّ قُلُوبُكُمْ بِهِ ۗ وَمَا النَّصْرُ إِلَّا مِنْ عِنْدِ اللَّهِ الْعَزِيزِ الْحَكِيمِ 
لِيَقْطَعَ طَرَفًا مِنَ الَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا أَوْ يَكْبِتَهُمْ فَيَنْقَلِبُوا خَائِبِينَ 
لَيْسَ لَكَ مِنَ الْأَمْرِ شَيْءٌ أَوْ يَتُوبَ عَلَيْهِمْ أَوْ يُعَذِّبَهُمْ فَإِنَّهُمْ ظَالِمُونَ 

	And Allah did not make it but as good news for you, and that your hearts might be at ease thereby, and victory is only from Allah, the Mighty, the Wise.
That He may cut off a part of those who disbelieve, or overwhelm them so that they retire, frustrated.
It is no concern at all of thee (Muhammad) whether He RELENTS TOWARD THEM or punish them; for they are evil-doers.


سورة النساء - سورة 4 - آية 17-18

	إِنَّمَا التَّوْبَةُ عَلَى اللَّهِ لِلَّذِينَ يَعْمَلُونَ السُّوءَ بِجَهَالَةٍ ثُمَّ يَتُوبُونَ مِنْ قَرِيبٍ فَأُولَٰئِكَ يَتُوبُ اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِمْ ۗ وَكَانَ اللَّهُ عَلِيمًا حَكِيمًا 
وَلَيْسَتِ التَّوْبَةُ لِلَّذِينَ يَعْمَلُونَ السَّيِّئَاتِ حَتَّىٰ إِذَا حَضَرَ أَحَدَهُمُ الْمَوْتُ قَالَ إِنِّي تُبْتُ الْآنَ وَلَا الَّذِينَ يَمُوتُونَ وَهُمْ كُفَّارٌ ۚ أُولَٰئِكَ أَعْتَدْنَا لَهُمْ عَذَابًا أَلِيمًا 

	Repentance with Allah is only for those who do evil in ignorance, then TURN TO ALLAH soon, So these it is to whom Allah turns in mercy, and Allah is ever Knowing, Wise.

And repentance is not for those who go on doing evil deeds until when death comes to one of them, he says: Surely now I repent; nor for those who die while they are unbelievers. These are they for whom We have prepared a painful chastisement.


سورة النساء - سورة 4 - آية 26-28

	يُرِيدُ اللَّهُ لِيُبَيِّنَ لَكُمْ وَيَهْدِيَكُمْ سُنَنَ الَّذِينَ مِنْ قَبْلِكُمْ وَيَتُوبَ عَلَيْكُمْ ۗ وَاللَّهُ عَلِيمٌ حَكِيمٌ 
وَاللَّهُ يُرِيدُ أَنْ يَتُوبَ عَلَيْكُمْ وَيُرِيدُ الَّذِينَ يَتَّبِعُونَ الشَّهَوَاتِ أَنْ تَمِيلُوا مَيْلًا عَظِيمًا 
يُرِيدُ اللَّهُ أَنْ يُخَفِّفَ عَنْكُمْ ۚ وَخُلِقَ الْإِنْسَانُ ضَعِيفًا 

	Allah desires to explain to you, and to guide you into the ways of those before you, and to TURN TO YOU IN MERCY, and Allah is all-Knowing, all-Wise.

And Allah would turn to you in mercy; but those who follow vain desires would have you go wildly astray.
Allah wishes to lighten your burden:  For man was created Weak.


سورة النساء - سورة 4 - آية 145-146

	إِنَّ الْمُنَافِقِينَ فِي الدَّرْكِ الْأَسْفَلِ مِنَ النَّارِ وَلَنْ تَجِدَ لَهُمْ نَصِيرًا 
إِلَّا الَّذِينَ تَابُوا وَأَصْلَحُوا وَاعْتَصَمُوا بِاللَّهِ وَأَخْلَصُوا دِينَهُمْ لِلَّهِ فَأُولَٰئِكَ مَعَ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ ۖ وَسَوْفَ يُؤْتِ اللَّهُ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ أَجْرًا عَظِيمًا 

	Lo! the hypocrites will be in the lowest deep of the Fire, and you will find no helper for them;

Except those who REPENT and amend and hold fast to Allah and are sincere in their religion to Allah, these are with the believers, and Allah will grant the believers a mighty reward.


سورة المائدة - سورة 5 - آية 73-74

	لَقَدْ كَفَرَ الَّذِينَ قَالُوا إِنَّ اللَّهَ ثَالِثُ ثَلَاثَةٍ ۘ وَمَا مِنْ إِلَٰهٍ إِلَّا إِلَٰهٌ وَاحِدٌ ۚ وَإِنْ لَمْ يَنْتَهُوا عَمَّا يَقُولُونَ لَيَمَسَّنَّ الَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا مِنْهُمْ عَذَابٌ أَلِيمٌ 
أَفَلَا يَتُوبُونَ إِلَى اللَّهِ وَيَسْتَغْفِرُونَهُ ۚ وَاللَّهُ غَفُورٌ رَحِيمٌ 

	They do blaspheme who say: Allah is one of three in a Trinity: for there is no god except Allah the One. If they desist not from their blasphemy, verily a grievous penalty will befall the blasphemers among them.
Will they not rather TURN UNTO ALLAH and seek forgiveness of Him? For Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.


سورة الأنعام - سورة 6 - آية 54-55

	وَإِذَا جَاءَكَ الَّذِينَ يُؤْمِنُونَ بِآيَاتِنَا فَقُلْ سَلَامٌ عَلَيْكُمْ ۖ كَتَبَ رَبُّكُمْ عَلَىٰ نَفْسِهِ الرَّحْمَةَ ۖ أَنَّهُ مَنْ عَمِلَ مِنْكُمْ سُوءًا بِجَهَالَةٍ ثُمَّ تَابَ مِنْ بَعْدِهِ وَأَصْلَحَ فَأَنَّهُ غَفُورٌ رَحِيمٌ 

	And when those who believe in Our revelations come unto thee, say: Peace be unto you! Your Lord has prescribed for Himself mercy, that whoso of you does bad deed through ignorance and REPENTS afterward thereof, and does right; for him lo! Allah is Forgiving, Merciful 


سورة التوبة - سورة 9 - آية 105-106

	وَقُلِ اعْمَلُوا فَسَيَرَى اللَّهُ عَمَلَكُمْ وَرَسُولُهُ وَالْمُؤْمِنُونَ ۖ وَسَتُرَدُّونَ إِلَىٰ عَالِمِ الْغَيْبِ وَالشَّهَادَةِ فَيُنَبِّئُكُمْ بِمَا كُنْتُمْ تَعْمَلُونَ 
وَآخَرُونَ مُرْجَوْنَ لِأَمْرِ اللَّهِ إِمَّا يُعَذِّبُهُمْ وَإِمَّا يَتُوبُ عَلَيْهِمْ ۗ وَاللَّهُ عَلِيمٌ حَكِيمٌ 

	And say (unto them): Act! Allah will behold your actions, and so will His messenger and the believers, and ye will be brought back to the Knower of the Invisible and the Visible, and He will tell you what ye used to do.

And others are made to await Allah's command, whether He chastise them or whether HE TURN TO THEM IN MERCY, and Allah is Knowing, Wise.


سورة التوبة - سورة 9 - آية 111-112

	إِنَّ اللَّهَ اشْتَرَىٰ مِنَ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ أَنْفُسَهُمْ وَأَمْوَالَهُمْ بِأَنَّ لَهُمُ الْجَنَّةَ ۚ يُقَاتِلُونَ فِي سَبِيلِ اللَّهِ فَيَقْتُلُونَ وَيُقْتَلُونَ ۖ …..

التَّائِبُونَ الْعَابِدُونَ الْحَامِدُونَ السَّائِحُونَ الرَّاكِعُونَ السَّاجِدُونَ الْآمِرُونَ بِالْمَعْرُوفِ وَالنَّاهُونَ عَنِ الْمُنْكَرِ وَالْحَافِظُونَ لِحُدُودِ اللَّهِ ۗ وَبَشِّرِ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ 

	Lo! Allah has bought from the believers their lives and their wealth because the Garden will be theirs: they shall fight in the way of Allah and shall slay and be slain…. 

Triumphant are those who TURN REPENTANT TO ALLAH, those who serve Him, who praise Him, who fast, who bow down, who fall prostrate in worship, who enjoin the right and forbid the wrong and those who keep the limits ordained of Allah - And give glad tidings to the believers!


سورة الرعد - سورة 13 - آية 28-30

	الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَتَطْمَئِنُّ قُلُوبُهُمْ بِذِكْرِ اللَّهِ ۗ أَلَا بِذِكْرِ اللَّهِ تَطْمَئِنُّ الْقُلُوبُ 
الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَعَمِلُوا الصَّالِحَاتِ طُوبَىٰ لَهُمْ وَحُسْنُ مَآبٍ 
كَذَٰلِكَ أَرْسَلْنَاكَ فِي أُمَّةٍ قَدْ خَلَتْ مِنْ قَبْلِهَا أُمَمٌ لِتَتْلُوَ عَلَيْهِمُ الَّذِي أَوْحَيْنَا إِلَيْكَ وَهُمْ يَكْفُرُونَ بِالرَّحْمَٰنِ ۚ قُلْ هُوَ رَبِّي لَا إِلَٰهَ إِلَّا هُوَ عَلَيْهِ تَوَكَّلْتُ وَإِلَيْهِ مَتَابِ 

	Those who believe and whose hearts are at peace by the remembrance of Allah; now surely by Allah's remembrance the hearts are set at peace.
Those who believe and do right: Joy is for them, and blissful is the journey's end.

And thus We have sent you among a nation before which other nations have passed away, that you might recite to them what We have revealed to you and still they deny the Beneficent. 

Say: He is my Lord, there is no god but He; on Him do I rely and to Him is MY RETURN 


سورة النحل - سورة 16 - آية 118-119

	ثُمَّ إِنَّ رَبَّكَ لِلَّذِينَ عَمِلُوا السُّوءَ بِجَهَالَةٍ ثُمَّ تَابُوا مِنْ بَعْدِ ذَٰلِكَ وَأَصْلَحُوا إِنَّ رَبَّكَ مِنْ بَعْدِهَا لَغَفُورٌ رَحِيمٌ 

	Yet surely your Lord, with respect to those who do an evil in ignorance, then REPENT after that and make amends, most surely your Lord after that is Forgiving, Merciful.


سورة النور - سورة 24 - آية 30-31

	قُلْ لِلْمُؤْمِنِينَ يَغُضُّوا مِنْ أَبْصَارِهِمْ وَيَحْفَظُوا فُرُوجَهُمْ ۚ ذَٰلِكَ أَزْكَىٰ لَهُمْ ۗ إِنَّ اللَّهَ خَبِيرٌ بِمَا يَصْنَعُونَ 
وَقُلْ لِلْمُؤْمِنَاتِ يَغْضُضْنَ مِنْ أَبْصَارِهِنَّ وَيَحْفَظْنَ فُرُوجَهُنَّ وَلَا يُبْدِينَ زِينَتَهُنَّ إِلَّا مَا ظَهَرَ مِنْهَا ۖ وَلْيَضْرِبْنَ بِخُمُرِهِنَّ عَلَىٰ جُيُوبِهِنَّ ۖ وَلَا يُبْدِينَ زِينَتَهُنَّ …

وَتُوبُوا إِلَى اللَّهِ جَمِيعًا أَيُّهَ الْمُؤْمِنُونَ لَعَلَّكُمْ تُفْلِحُونَ 

	Tell the believing men to lower their gaze and be modest. That is purer for them. Lo! Allah is aware of what they do.
And tell the believing women to lower their gaze and be modest, and to display of their adornment only that which is apparent, …

And REPENT UNTO ALLAH together, O believers, in order that ye may succeed.


سورة الفرقان - سورة 25 - آية
	وَمَنْ تَابَ وَعَمِلَ صَالِحًا فَإِنَّهُ يَتُوبُ إِلَى اللَّهِ مَتَابًا 
وَالَّذِينَ لَا يَشْهَدُونَ الزُّورَ وَإِذَا مَرُّوا بِاللَّغْوِ مَرُّوا كِرَامًا 
وَالَّذِينَ إِذَا ذُكِّرُوا بِآيَاتِ رَبِّهِمْ لَمْ يَخِرُّوا عَلَيْهَا صُمًّا وَعُمْيَانًا 
وَالَّذِينَ يَقُولُونَ رَبَّنَا هَبْ لَنَا مِنْ أَزْوَاجِنَا وَذُرِّيَّاتِنَا قُرَّةَ أَعْيُنٍ وَاجْعَلْنَا لِلْمُتَّقِينَ إِمَامًا 

	And whoever REPENTS and does good, he surely TURNS TO ALLAH A (GOODLY) TURNING.
And they who do not bear witness to what is false, and when they pass by what is vain, they pass by nobly.
Those who, when they are admonished with the Signs of their Lord, droop not down at them as if they were deaf or blind;
And they who say: O our Lord! grant us in our wives and our offspring the joy of our eyes, and give us the grace to lead the righteous."


سورة الأحزاب - سورة 33 - آية 23-25

	مِنَ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ رِجَالٌ صَدَقُوا مَا عَاهَدُوا اللَّهَ عَلَيْهِ ۖ فَمِنْهُمْ مَنْ قَضَىٰ نَحْبَهُ وَمِنْهُمْ مَنْ يَنْتَظِرُ ۖ وَمَا بَدَّلُوا تَبْدِيلًا 
لِيَجْزِيَ اللَّهُ الصَّادِقِينَ بِصِدْقِهِمْ وَيُعَذِّبَ الْمُنَافِقِينَ إِنْ شَاءَ أَوْ يَتُوبَ عَلَيْهِمْ ۚ إِنَّ اللَّهَ كَانَ غَفُورًا رَحِيمًا 
وَرَدَّ اللَّهُ الَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا بِغَيْظِهِمْ لَمْ يَنَالُوا خَيْرًا ۚ وَكَفَى اللَّهُ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ الْقِتَالَ ۚ وَكَانَ اللَّهُ قَوِيًّا عَزِيزًا 

	Of the believers are men who are true to the covenant they made with Allah: so of them is he who accomplished his vow, and of them is he who yet waits, and they have not changed in the least

That Allah may reward the true men for their truth, and punish the hypocrites if He will, or RELENT TOWARD THEM. Lo! Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.
And Allah repulsed the disbelievers in their wrath; they gained no good. Allah averted their attack from the believers. Allah is ever Strong, Mighty.


سورة الشورى - سورة 42 - آية 25-27

	وَهُوَ الَّذِي يَقْبَلُ التَّوْبَةَ عَنْ عِبَادِهِ وَيَعْفُو عَنِ السَّيِّئَاتِ وَيَعْلَمُ مَا تَفْعَلُونَ 
وَيَسْتَجِيبُ الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَعَمِلُوا الصَّالِحَاتِ وَيَزِيدُهُمْ مِنْ فَضْلِهِ ۚ وَالْكَافِرُونَ لَهُمْ عَذَابٌ شَدِيدٌ 
وَلَوْ بَسَطَ اللَّهُ الرِّزْقَ لِعِبَادِهِ لَبَغَوْا فِي الْأَرْضِ وَلَٰكِنْ يُنَزِّلُ بِقَدَرٍ مَا يَشَاءُ ۚ إِنَّهُ بِعِبَادِهِ خَبِيرٌ بَصِيرٌ 

	And He it is Who accepts REPENTANCE from His servants and pardons the evil deeds and He knows what you do;
And He listens to those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, and gives them increase of His Bounty: but for the Unbelievers their is a terrible Penalty.
If Allah were to enlarge the provision for His Servants, they would transgress beyond all bounds through the earth; but he sends down in due measure as He pleases. For He is with His Servants Well-acquainted, Watchful.


سورة الحجرات - سورة 49 - آية 10-11

	إِنَّمَا الْمُؤْمِنُونَ إِخْوَةٌ فَأَصْلِحُوا بَيْنَ أَخَوَيْكُمْ ۚ وَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ لَعَلَّكُمْ تُرْحَمُونَ 
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لَا يَسْخَرْ قَوْمٌ مِنْ قَوْمٍ عَسَىٰ أَنْ يَكُونُوا خَيْرًا مِنْهُمْ وَلَا نِسَاءٌ مِنْ نِسَاءٍ عَسَىٰ أَنْ يَكُنَّ خَيْرًا مِنْهُنَّ ۖ وَلَا تَلْمِزُوا أَنْفُسَكُمْ وَلَا تَنَابَزُوا بِالْأَلْقَابِ ۖ بِئْسَ الِاسْمُ الْفُسُوقُ بَعْدَ الْإِيمَانِ ۚ وَمَنْ لَمْ يَتُبْ فَأُولَٰئِكَ هُمُ الظَّالِمُونَ 

	The believers are but brethren, therefore make peace between your brethren and be heedful of Allah that mercy may be had on you.
O ye who believe! Let not a folk deride a folk who may be better than they, not let women deride women who may be better than they are; neither defame one another, nor insult one another by nicknames. Bad is the name of lewdness after faith. And whoso TURNS NOT IN REPENTANCE, such are evil-doers.


سورة الحجرات - سورة 49 - آية 12-13

	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا اجْتَنِبُوا كَثِيرًا مِنَ الظَّنِّ إِنَّ بَعْضَ الظَّنِّ إِثْمٌ ۖ وَلَا تَجَسَّسُوا وَلَا يَغْتَبْ بَعْضُكُمْ بَعْضًا ۚ أَيُحِبُّ أَحَدُكُمْ أَنْ يَأْكُلَ لَحْمَ أَخِيهِ مَيْتًا فَكَرِهْتُمُوهُ ۚ وَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ ۚ إِنَّ اللَّهَ تَوَّابٌ رَحِيمٌ 

	O ye who believe! Shun much suspicion; for lo! some suspicion is a crime. And spy not, neither backbite one another. Would one of you love to eat the flesh of his dead brother? Ye abhor that! And be heedful of Allah. Lo! Allah is RELENTING, Merciful.


سورة التحريم - سورة 66 - آية 8
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا تُوبُوا إِلَى اللَّهِ تَوْبَةً نَصُوحًا عَسَىٰ رَبُّكُمْ أَنْ يُكَفِّرَ عَنْكُمْ سَيِّئَاتِكُمْ وَيُدْخِلَكُمْ جَنَّاتٍ تَجْرِي مِنْ تَحْتِهَا الْأَنْهَارُ يَوْمَ لَا يُخْزِي اللَّهُ النَّبِيَّ وَالَّذِينَ آمَنُوا مَعَهُ ۖ نُورُهُمْ يَسْعَىٰ بَيْنَ أَيْدِيهِمْ وَبِأَيْمَانِهِمْ يَقُولُونَ رَبَّنَا أَتْمِمْ لَنَا نُورَنَا وَاغْفِرْ لَنَا ۖ إِنَّكَ عَلَىٰ كُلِّ شَيْءٍ قَدِيرٌ 

	O ye who believe! REPENT UNTO ALLAH in sincere REPENTANCE! It may be that your Lord will remit from you your evil deeds and bring you into Gardens beneath which rivers flow, on the day when Allah will not abase the Prophet and those who believe with him. Their light will run before them and on their right hands; 

They will say: Our Lord! Perfect our light for us, and forgive us! Lo! Thou art Able to do all things.


((((((((((·((((((((((
QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).   
To order, the prisoners should write to and fill the form:

Quran Account, Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20
A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  
Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
ABOUT CARE OF THE BULLETINS

The Bulletins of Affiliation contain the name of God and quotes from the Holy Quran, therefore PLEASE deal with it appropriately.  Do not throw it away haphazardly, and if you find any of its pages thrown away, please pick it up, tear it to small pieces then dispense with it.

((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:

To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows

5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.

8. Articles in Arabic.

9. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
10. Du’aas categorized and translated
11. Bulletins of Affiliation
12. Statistics monthly
13. Statistics of current and previous years.
14. Topics in the Quran
15. The Spread of Islam
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reached 45,557 for the month of April 2016, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 44,755 as of  1-5-2016.  Highest Total hits 3 million and 90,000, Masha Allah! 
((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
QUESTIONS:  Al-Khulafaa Al-Rashidoon
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	C
	|
	21
	D

	2.
	D
	|
	22
	B

	3.
	D
	|
	23
	D

	4.
	C
	|
	24
	B

	5.
	B
	|
	25
	D

	6.
	D
	|
	26
	A

	7.
	C
	|
	27
	D

	8.
	C
	|
	28
	D

	9.
	C
	|
	29
	D

	10.
	B
	|
	30
	

	11.
	A
	|
	31
	

	12.
	D
	|
	32
	

	13
	C
	|
	33
	

	14.
	A
	|
	34
	

	15.
	D
	|
	35
	

	16.
	D
	|
	36
	

	17.
	A
	|
	37
	

	18.
	A
	|
	38
	

	19.
	A
	|
	39
	

	20.
	D
	|
	40
	


IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.

((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Quran/s (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((

IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS: Al-Khulafaa Al-Rashidoon
1 How was Abu Bakr (r) chosen to become a Khalifa?

a Voting by the public.

b Appointment by the Prophet (pbuh).

c By the "Group's" meeting.

d Acclamation for allegiance.
2 Why did some impostors revolt against Islam soon after the Prophet (pbuh) died?

a Take advantage of the moment.

b Did not want to pay Zakat.

c Not truly Muslims yet.

d All the above.
3 How was the feeling of Fatima (a.s.) after the death of her father, Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)?

a Extremely sad and upset.

b In agony for his loss.

c Devastating feeling, almost indescribable.

d All the above.
4 What was Ali (a.s.) doing all during Abu Bakr (r)'s reign?

a Participated in the battles.

b Advised the Khalifa.

c Religious work of great significance.

d Plan the war.
5 What is so special about Yarmuk?

a Key town to Syria.

b Key engagement that crushed the Romans.

c Key pass to Jerusalem.

d Key to Egypt.
6 Describe the battle of Yarmuk.

a Extremely difficult.

b Muslims were outnumbered 1 to 8.

c Romans (Byzantines) chained 40,000 of its force to prevent them from running away.

d Romans lost 50% of their force + all above.
7 Why did Abu Bakr (r) appoint Omar (r) as a Khalifa?

a Being too close to him.

b Knew Omar (r) very well.

c a and b + Omar (r) gained tremendous experience.

d a + b + Omar (r) was his son-in-law.
8 What kind of management did Khalifa Omar (r) have during his reign?

a Very firm, ruled with iron fist.

b Islamicly firm.

c b + disciplinarian.

d Often used the stick.
9 Jerusalem was under siege, how long did the siege take before it surrendered?

a Only a few days.

b Only a few weeks.

c Several months.

d 21 days.
10 What kind of demand did the Christians in Jerusalem want before they would surrender the town?

a Safety and security of the people.

b Omar (r) to come in person for negotiations.

c Omar (r) to be seen by the Patriarch of Jerusalem.

d Safety of worship.
11 Qadisiya was historically decisive.  How is that?

a Qadisiya opened the way to Persia.

b Destroyed the massive Persian army.

c Few military engagement afterwards.

d Persians gave up afterwards.
12 What kind of person was Khalifa Omar (r)?

a Strong willed, strict even with himself.

b Loving to his family.

c Caring about the welfare of Islam.

d A good administrator + all above.
13 Did Khalifa Omar (r) have a council of advisers?

a No, he did not need one.

b Yes, in later years.

c Yes, Ali (a.s.) was one of its members.

d Yes, only with Ali (a.s.)
14 How did Uthman (r) become a Khalifa?

a General election.

b Appointment of a council by Omar (r).

c Decision by council + b.

d a + throughout the Muslim world.
15 How was the rule of Khalifa Uthman (r)?

a Mellow, permissive.

b Favoring relatives in sensitive positions in government.

c Strict like Omar's.

d a and b above + for most high positions.
16 What were the reasons for losing the momentum of Muslim expansion during the Khilaafah of Uthman (r)?

a Mellow leadership, not as dynamic as it used to be before.

b The expansion spent itself, grew old + a.

c Not as competent administration as it should have been.

d Favoritism, mainly to family members, more interested in personal luxury life + a and c.
17 Did Ali (a.s.) become very concerned and alert Uthman the Khalifa of what is going on?

a Yes, especially in the last years.

b Yes, but only in the beginning, then gave up.

c No, it was not his job to do so.

d He was constantly alarmed at the conditions but no one would listen.
18 What was the people's feeling in the last few years of Uthman's rule?

a Alarmingly unhappy.

b Supportive and enthusiastic.

c Subdued, non-caring + a.

d a + Demanding change for the better.
19 What is the most important contribution Uthman (r) did to Islam?

a Collecting the Holy Quran.

b The Islamic navy.

c Appointing his relatives to high posts.

d The battle in north Africa.
20 What did Ali (a.s.) see of the condition of the Islamic nation when he was elected to be the Khalifa?

a Brewing trouble in many areas.

b Grave danger to the integrity of the Muslim territory.

c Enthusiasm everywhere for his election.

d Disintegration + a and b above.
21 What was the first speech of Imam Ali (a.s.)?

a Eloquent and forceful, deep meaning and short.

b Urged people to unite, since there was so much ill-feeling.

c Urged people to work for Islam and shun ill-feelings.

d All the above.
22 Who were the dominant instigators against Ali (a.s.) once he became a Khalifa?

a A'isha, and her relative Talha, the Companion.

b Zubair, the Companion + a above.

c Mu'awiya, the cunning, + a and b above.

d Khalid the General, Ibnil Aas + b.
23 Describe the battle of the camel.

a At first A'isha's side ran away.

b Ali's side ran away.

c A'isha riding a camel became the focus of the fight, + a.

d Ali's side won after severe engagement, + c above.
24 After preparing for war, where did the forces of Ali (a.s.) and Mu'awiya meet?

a Basrah south of Iraq.

b Siffin on the Euphrates.

c Damascus in Syria.

d Kufa, the capital city.
25 Who was Mu'awiya?

a Enemy of Islam until Mecca was conquered by the Muslims  during the 8th yr. of Hijrah.

b Son of Abu Sufyan the designer of schemes against Islam.

c Governor of Syria, appointed by Omar, defied Ali (a.s.)

d All above + from Umayya clan.
26 Who are the Kharijis?

a Of Imam Ali's camp but turned against him.

b Christians from Istanbul.

c Christians from Basrah.

d Sincere Muslims with distorted views about Quran.
27 How was Imam Ali's rule as a Khalifa?

a Extremely fair, very just and very religious.

b A true genuine Islamic government.

c Magnificent with many first.

d All the above.
28 What kind of leader was Ali (a.s.)?

a Great, farsighted, extremely religious.

b Too advanced to the local society standard to be well appreciated.

c Islamicly strict and to the point.

d All the above.
29 Did Mu'awiya's trick at Siffin succeed?

a Yes, because Ali's side was tired of war + b.

b Yes, because Ali's side contained spies for Mu'awiya.

c Yes, because most of Ali's side were very religious + b.

d b and c above.[image: image3.png]
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