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يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا اسْتَجِيبُوا لِلَّهِ وَلِلرَّسُولِ إِذَا دَعَاكُمْ لِمَا يُحْيِيكُمْ ۖ وَاعْلَمُوا أَنَّ اللَّهَ يَحُولُ بَيْنَ الْمَرْءِ وَقَلْبِهِ وَأَنَّهُ إِلَيْهِ تُحْشَرُونَ
O you who believe! answer (the call of) Allah and His Messenger when he calls you to that which gives you life; and know that Allah intervenes between man and his heart, and that to Him you shall be gathered. 
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ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH

One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.
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AL-QABIDH, AL-BASIT

     Allah is the one who constricts, and He is the one who releases. All existence is in Allah's Hand of Power. He may close His hand and prevent wealth, happi​ness, family, children and comfort from coming to one. The rich turn poor, the healthy become sick, the happy become sad. The comfortable heart becomes constricted, the clear mind becomes depressed. These are manifesta​tions of Allah's attribute al-Qabidh.

     Then Allah opens His hand and releases abundance, joy, relief, and ease. These are manifestations of His attribute al-Basit.

     Allah knows all. He is the All-Merciful, He is the judge, He is the one who guides the life of His creation. His is the Will. The life on this planet is a test for us, but Allah does test His servants above their ability. He tries us with trials that He knows we can pass.

     At the times of constriction, your nafs (Soul) and your flesh will suffer, but your essence should balance that state with patience (sabr), which is the companion of faith. "Allah loves those who are patient." Profit from the times of constriction (qabdh), which may be means of strengthening your faith, bringing you closer to your Creator, making you His beloved.

     Do not be spoiled by the periods of comfort and ease (bast), when all is going well, forgetting Allah in your excitement and pleasure, and becoming arrogant, thinking that you are the cause of your success and your security. These are the times to remember the other companion of faith, thankfulness (shukr).

     Adab, right behavior, is the means by which one can encounter and solve the problems which may arise in the states of constriction (qabdh) and ease (bast). This will prevent one from going into a state of disorientation, confusion and doubt at times of depression, qabh, and over exuberance at times of ease, bast.

     Keep a balanced state with the knowledge that "all good and bad comes from Allah," and that a fine wisdom, unknown to us, is in Allah's judgment. Whatever happens, tie your heart to Allah's prescriptions and Allah's pleasure, and continue doing your duties as Allah's good servant.

     Such faithful ones, well balanced and serious, will certainly gain Allah's help, approval, and love.

Abd al-Qabidh is he who closes his own being to prevent unworthy influences from entering and helps others to do the same. At the same time, he knows that it is not right to hold too tight to one's own and others' egos, as Allah is the Best judge and knows best. If one held the control of one's ego too tight, it would be like trying to control one's destiny. Abd al Qabidh holds with the hand of Allah and as tight as Allah, al-Qabidh, wills.

Abd al-Basit gives freely of his efforts, and from what he possesses in accordance with Allah's will, to bring joy to the hearts of Allah's servants. He is generous on the exterior and generous in his inner being. In him, the secret of al-Baatin, the Inner Existence, is also manifested. He brings that which is inner in him and in others to the surface, but in this and in other actions, he does nothing which is contrary to the Shari’ah, Allah's prescriptions.



	Hadith of the PROPHET (pbuh):

	( “Feed the hungry and visit the sick, and free the captive, if he be unjustly confined. Assist any person oppressed, whether Muslim or non-Muslim.”

	

	Sayings of Imam Al-Saadiq, the 6th Imam

	( A  pious person is he who remains aloof from sinful deeds.

( A prudent man delays action when the proposals are doubtful.

( The prime duty of a person is to shun evil completely.

( A greedy lover of life becomes abject and dejected at last.

( Many of the bounties of Allah come to men without any anticipation.
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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of  10,957 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 103 Muhtadoon  have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.

((((((((((·((((((((((
CONDITION OF THE CHRISTIANS IN THE EARLY MUSLIM WORLD

A History of the Propagation of the Muslim Faith
T.W. Arnold    Ma. C.I.F

Professor Of Arabic, University Of London, University College.  Written in 1896, revised in 1913
Some account still remains to be given of two other Christian Churches of Western Asia, viz. the Armenian and the Georgian. Of the former it may be said that of all the Eastern Churches that have come under Muslim rule, the Armenian Church has probably given fewer of its members (in proportion to the size of the community) to swell the ranks of Islam, than any other. So in spite of the interest that attaches to the story of the struggle of this brave nation against overwhelming odds and of the fidelity with which it has clung to the Christian faith— through centuries of warfare and oppression, persecution and exile—it does not come within the scope of the present volume to do more than briefly indicate its connection with the history of the Muslims. The Armenian kingdom survived the shock of the Arab conquest, and in the ninth century rose to be a state of some importance and flourished during the decay of the caliphate of Baghdad, but in the eleventh century was overthrown by the Saljūq Turks. A band of fugitives founded the kingdom of Lesser Armenia, but this too disappeared in the fourteenth century. The national life of the Armenian people still survived in spite of the loss of their independence, and, as was the case in Greece under the Turks, their religion and the national church served as the rallying point of their eager, undying patriotism. Though a certain number, under the pressure of cruel persecution, have embraced Islam, yet the bulk of the race has remained true to its ancient faith. As Tavernier rather unsympathetically remarks, " There may be some few Armenians, that embrace Islam for worldly interest, but they are generally the most obstinate persons in the world, and most firm to their superstitious principles." The Georgian Church (founded in the early part of the fourth century) was an offshoot from the Greek Church, with which she has always remained in communion, although from the middle of the sixth century the Patriarch or Katholikos of the Georgian Church declared himself independent. Torn asunder by internal discords and exposed to the successive attacks of Greeks, Persians, Arabs, Turks and Mongols, the history of this heroic warrior people is one of almost uninterrupted warfare against foreign foes and of fiercely contested feuds between native chiefs : the reigns of one or two powerful monarchs who secured for their subjects brief intervals of peace, serving only to bring out in more striking contrast the normally unsettled state of the country. The fierce independent spirit of the Georgians that could not brook a foreign rule has often exasperated well-nigh to madness the fury of their Muslim neighbors, when they failed to impose upon them either their civil authority or their religion. It is this circumstance—that a change of faith implied loss of political independence—which explains in a great measure the fact that the Georgian Church inscribes the names of so many martyrs in her calendar, while the annals of the Greek Church during the same period have no such honored roll to show. It was not until after Georgia had been overrun by the devastating armies of the Mongols, leaving ruined churches and monasteries and pyramids of human heads to mark the progress of their destroying hosts, and consequently the spiritual wants of the people had remained long un-provided for, owing to the decline in the numbers and learning of the clergy—that Christianity began to lose ground. Even among those who still remained Christian, some added to the sufferings of the clergy by plundering the property of the Church and appropriating to their own use the revenues of churches and monasteries, and thus hastened the decay of the Christian faith. In 1400 the invasion of Tīmur added a crowning horror to the sufferings of Georgia, and though for a brief period the rule of Alexander I (1414-1442) delivered the country from the foreign yoke and drove but all the Muslims— after his death it was again broken up into a number of petty princedoms, from which the Turks and the Persians wrested the last shreds of independence. But the Muslims always found Georgia to be a turbulent and rebellious possession, ever ready to break out into open revolt at the slightest opportunity. Both Turks and Persians sought to secure the allegiance of these troublesome subjects by means of conversion to Islam. After the fall of Constantinople and the increase of Turkish power in Asia Minor, the inhabitants of Akhaltsikhé and other districts to the west of it became Muslim. 
In 1579 two Georgian princes—brothers—came on an embassy to Constantinople with a large retinue of about two hundred persons : here the younger brother together with his attendants became a Muslim in the hope (it was said) of thereby supplanting his elder brother. At a rather later date, the conquests of the Turks brought some of the districts in the very centre of Georgia into their power, the inhabitants of which embraced the creed of Islam. From this period Samtzkhé, the most western portion of Georgia, recognized the suzerainty of Turkey : its rulers and people were allowed to continue undisturbed in the Christian faith, but from 1625 the ruling dynasty became Muslim and many of the chiefs

and the aristocracy followed their example. Christianity retained its hold upon the peasants much longer, but when the clergy of Samtzkhé refused allegiance to the Katholikos of Karthli, there ceased to be regular provision made for supplying the spiritual needs of the people: the nobles, even before their conversion, had taken to plundering the estates of the Church, and after becoming Muslims they naturally ceased to assist it with their offerings, and the churches and monasteries falling into decay were replaced by mosques. The rest of Georgia had submitted to Persia, and when Tavernier visited this part of the country, about the middle of the seventeenth century, he found it divided into two kingdoms, which were provinces of the Persian empire, and were governed by native Georgian princes who had to turn Muslim before being advanced to this dignity. One of the first of such princes was the Tsarevitch Constantine, son of King Alexander II of Kakheth, who had been brought up at the Persian court and had there embraced Islam, at the beginning of the seventeenth century. The first Muslim king of Karthli, the Tsarevitch Rustam (1634-1658), had also been brought up in Persia, and he and his successors to the end of the century were all Muslims.






To be Continued

((((((((((·((((((((((
The Quran about Zakat: الزكاة
· The word Zakat: الزكاة - appears in about 26 Ayahs of the Quran.  It appears UPPER CASE in the translation.
· These references have variable flavors of meaning and connotations

· Looking at the entire theme gives a better understanding of what the message entails.
سورة البقرة - سورة 2 - آية 43 
	وَأَقِيمُوا الصَّلَاةَ وَآتُوا الزَّكَاةَ وَارْكَعُوا مَعَ الرَّاكِعِينَ 
أَتَأْمُرُونَ النَّاسَ بِالْبِرِّ وَتَنْسَوْنَ أَنْفُسَكُمْ وَأَنْتُمْ تَتْلُونَ الْكِتَابَ ۚ أَفَلَا تَعْقِلُونَ 
وَاسْتَعِينُوا بِالصَّبْرِ وَالصَّلَاةِ ۚ وَإِنَّهَا لَكَبِيرَةٌ إِلَّا عَلَى الْخَاشِعِينَ 

	And keep up prayer and PAY THE POOR-RATE and bow down with those who bow down.
Do ye enjoin right conduct on the people, and forget to practice it yourselves, and yet ye study the Scripture? Will ye not understand?
Nay, seek Allah's help with patient perseverance and prayer: It is indeed hard, except to those who bring a lowly spirit,-


سورة البقرة - سورة 2 - آية 83
	وَإِذْ أَخَذْنَا مِيثَاقَ بَنِي إِسْرَائِيلَ لَا تَعْبُدُونَ إِلَّا اللَّهَ وَبِالْوَالِدَيْنِ إِحْسَانًا وَذِي الْقُرْبَىٰ وَالْيَتَامَىٰ وَالْمَسَاكِينِ وَقُولُوا لِلنَّاسِ حُسْنًا وَأَقِيمُوا الصَّلَاةَ وَآتُوا الزَّكَاةَ ثُمَّ تَوَلَّيْتُمْ إِلَّا قَلِيلًا مِنْكُمْ وَأَنْتُمْ مُعْرِضُونَ 

	And remember We took a covenant from the Children of Israel (to this effect): Worship none but Allah; treat with kindness your parents and kindred, and orphans and those in need; speak fair to the people; be steadfast in prayer; and PAY THE POOR-RATE. Then did ye turn back, except a few among you, and ye backslide (even now).


سورة البقرة - سورة 2 - آية 177 
	لَيْسَ الْبِرَّ أَنْ تُوَلُّوا وُجُوهَكُمْ قِبَلَ الْمَشْرِقِ وَالْمَغْرِبِ وَلَٰكِنَّ الْبِرَّ مَنْ آمَنَ بِاللَّهِ وَالْيَوْمِ الْآخِرِ وَالْمَلَائِكَةِ وَالْكِتَابِ وَالنَّبِيِّينَ وَآتَى الْمَالَ عَلَىٰ حُبِّهِ ذَوِي الْقُرْبَىٰ وَالْيَتَامَىٰ وَالْمَسَاكِينَ وَابْنَ السَّبِيلِ وَالسَّائِلِينَ وَفِي الرِّقَابِ وَأَقَامَ الصَّلَاةَ وَآتَى الزَّكَاةَ وَالْمُوفُونَ بِعَهْدِهِمْ إِذَا عَاهَدُوا ۖ وَالصَّابِرِينَ فِي الْبَأْسَاءِ وَالضَّرَّاءِ وَحِينَ الْبَأْسِ ۗ أُولَٰئِكَ الَّذِينَ صَدَقُوا ۖ وَأُولَٰئِكَ هُمُ الْمُتَّقُونَ 

	It is not righteousness that ye turn your faces towards east or West; but it is righteousness- to believe in Allah and the Last Day, and the Angels, and the Book, and the Messengers; to spend of your substance, out of love for Him, for your kin, for orphans, for the needy, for the wayfarer, for those who ask, and for the ransom of slaves; to be keep up prayer, PAY THE POOR-RATE; to fulfill the contracts which ye have made; and to be firm and patient, in suffering and adversity, and throughout all periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, the Allah-fearing.


سورة البقرة - سورة 2 - آية 277-278 
	إِنَّ الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَعَمِلُوا الصَّالِحَاتِ وَأَقَامُوا الصَّلَاةَ وَآتَوُا الزَّكَاةَ لَهُمْ أَجْرُهُمْ عِنْدَ رَبِّهِمْ 
وَلَا خَوْفٌ عَلَيْهِمْ وَلَا هُمْ يَحْزَنُونَ 
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا اتَّقُوا اللَّهَ وَذَرُوا مَا بَقِيَ مِنَ الرِّبَا إِنْ كُنْتُمْ مُؤْمِنِينَ 

	Lo! those who believe and do good works and keep up prayer and PAY THE POOR-DUE, their reward is with their Lord and there shall no fear come upon them neither shall they grieve.
O ye who believe! Fear Allah, and give up what remains of your demand for usury, if ye are indeed believers.


سورة النساء - سورة 4 - آية 162 
	لَٰكِنِ الرَّاسِخُونَ فِي الْعِلْمِ مِنْهُمْ وَالْمُؤْمِنُونَ يُؤْمِنُونَ بِمَا أُنْزِلَ إِلَيْكَ وَمَا أُنْزِلَ مِنْ قَبْلِكَ ۚ وَالْمُقِيمِينَ الصَّلَاةَ ۚ وَالْمُؤْتُونَ الزَّكَاةَ وَالْمُؤْمِنُونَ بِاللَّهِ وَالْيَوْمِ الْآخِرِ أُولَٰئِكَ سَنُؤْتِيهِمْ أَجْرًا عَظِيمًا 

	But those of them who are firm in knowledge and the believers believe in what  is revealed unto thee, and what was revealed before thee, especially the diligent in prayer and those WHO PAY THE POOR-DUE, the believers in Allah and the Last Day. Upon these We shall bestow immense reward.


سورة المائدة - سورة 5 - آية 55-56
	إِنَّمَا وَلِيُّكُمُ اللَّهُ وَرَسُولُهُ وَالَّذِينَ آمَنُوا الَّذِينَ يُقِيمُونَ الصَّلَاةَ وَيُؤْتُونَ الزَّكَاةَ وَهُمْ رَاكِعُونَ 
وَمَنْ يَتَوَلَّ اللَّهَ وَرَسُولَهُ وَالَّذِينَ آمَنُوا فَإِنَّ حِزْبَ اللَّهِ هُمُ الْغَالِبُونَ 

	Your guardian can be only Allah; and His Messenger and those who believe, who keep up prayers AND PAY THE POOR-DUE, while they bow down humbly in worship.
And whoever takes Allah and His Messenger and those who believe for a guardian, then surely the party of Allah are they who shall be triumphant.


سورة الأعراف - سورة 7 - آية 156 
	وَاكْتُبْ لَنَا فِي هَٰذِهِ الدُّنْيَا حَسَنَةً وَفِي الْآخِرَةِ إِنَّا هُدْنَا إِلَيْكَ ۚ قَالَ عَذَابِي أُصِيبُ بِهِ مَنْ أَشَاءُ ۖ وَرَحْمَتِي وَسِعَتْ كُلَّ شَيْءٍ ۚ فَسَأَكْتُبُهَا لِلَّذِينَ يَتَّقُونَ وَيُؤْتُونَ الزَّكَاةَ وَالَّذِينَ هُمْ بِآيَاتِنَا يُؤْمِنُونَ 

	And ordain for us in this world what is good, and in the Hereafter what is good, Lo! We have turned unto Thee. He said: I smite with My punishment whom I will, and My mercy embraces all things, therefore I shall ordain it for those who ward off evil AND PAY THE POOR-DUE, and those who believe Our revelations;


سورة التوبة - سورة 9 - آية 9-11 
	اشْتَرَوْا بِآيَاتِ اللَّهِ ثَمَنًا قَلِيلًا فَصَدُّوا عَنْ سَبِيلِهِ ۚ إِنَّهُمْ سَاءَ مَا كَانُوا يَعْمَلُونَ 
لَا يَرْقُبُونَ فِي مُؤْمِنٍ إِلًّا وَلَا ذِمَّةً ۚ وَأُولَٰئِكَ هُمُ الْمُعْتَدُونَ 
فَإِنْ تَابُوا وَأَقَامُوا الصَّلَاةَ وَآتَوُا الزَّكَاةَ فَإِخْوَانُكُمْ فِي الدِّينِ ۗ وَنُفَصِّلُ الْآيَاتِ لِقَوْمٍ يَعْلَمُونَ 

	They have purchased with the revelations of Allah a little gain, so they debar men from His way. Lo! evil is it that they do.
And they observe toward a believer neither pact nor honor. These are they who are transgressors.
But if they repent and keep up prayer AND PAY THE POOR-DUE, then are they your brethren in religion. We detail Our revelations for a people who have knowledge.


سورة التوبة - سورة 9 - آية 71-72 
	وَالْمُؤْمِنُونَ وَالْمُؤْمِنَاتُ بَعْضُهُمْ أَوْلِيَاءُ بَعْضٍ ۚ يَأْمُرُونَ بِالْمَعْرُوفِ وَيَنْهَوْنَ عَنِ الْمُنْكَرِ وَيُقِيمُونَ الصَّلَاةَ وَيُؤْتُونَ الزَّكَاةَ وَيُطِيعُونَ اللَّهَ وَرَسُولَهُ ۚ أُولَٰئِكَ سَيَرْحَمُهُمُ اللَّهُ ۗ إِنَّ اللَّهَ عَزِيزٌ حَكِيمٌ 
وَعَدَ اللَّهُ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ وَالْمُؤْمِنَاتِ جَنَّاتٍ تَجْرِي مِنْ تَحْتِهَا الْأَنْهَارُ خَالِدِينَ فِيهَا وَمَسَاكِنَ طَيِّبَةً فِي جَنَّاتِ عَدْنٍ ۚ وَرِضْوَانٌ مِنَ اللَّهِ أَكْبَرُ ۚ ذَٰلِكَ هُوَ الْفَوْزُ الْعَظِيمُ 

	And the believers, men and women, are guardians one of another; they enjoin the right and forbid the wrong, and they keep up prayer AND THEY PAY THE POOR-DUE, and they obey Allah and His messenger. As for these, Allah will have mercy on them. Lo! Allah is Mighty, Wise.
Allah promises to the believers, men and women, Gardens underneath which rivers flow, wherein they will abide - blessed dwellings in Gardens of Eden. And - greater (far)! - acceptance from Allah. That is the supreme triumph.


سورة الحج - سورة 22 - آية 78 
	وَجَاهِدُوا فِي اللَّهِ حَقَّ جِهَادِهِ ۚ هُوَ اجْتَبَاكُمْ وَمَا جَعَلَ عَلَيْكُمْ فِي الدِّينِ مِنْ حَرَجٍ ۚ مِلَّةَ أَبِيكُمْ إِبْرَاهِيمَ ۚ هُوَ سَمَّاكُمُ الْمُسْلِمِينَ مِنْ قَبْلُ وَفِي هَٰذَا لِيَكُونَ الرَّسُولُ شَهِيدًا عَلَيْكُمْ وَتَكُونُوا شُهَدَاءَ عَلَى النَّاسِ ۚ فَأَقِيمُوا الصَّلَاةَ وَآتُوا الزَّكَاةَ وَاعْتَصِمُوا بِاللَّهِ هُوَ مَوْلَاكُمْ ۖ فَنِعْمَ الْمَوْلَىٰ وَنِعْمَ النَّصِيرُ 

	And strive for Allah with the Endeavour which is His right. He has chosen you and has not laid upon you in religion any hardship; the faith of your father Abraham is yours. He has named you Muslims of old time and in this Scripture, that the Messenger may be a witness against you, and that ye may be witnesses against mankind. So establish worship, PAY THE POOR-DUE, and hold fast to Allah. He is your Protecting friend. A blessed Patron and a blessed Helper!


سورة النور - سورة 24 - آية 37-38 
	رِجَالٌ لَا تُلْهِيهِمْ تِجَارَةٌ وَلَا بَيْعٌ عَنْ ذِكْرِ اللَّهِ وَإِقَامِ الصَّلَاةِ وَإِيتَاءِ الزَّكَاةِ ۙ يَخَافُونَ يَوْمًا تَتَقَلَّبُ فِيهِ الْقُلُوبُ وَالْأَبْصَارُ 
لِيَجْزِيَهُمُ اللَّهُ أَحْسَنَ مَا عَمِلُوا وَيَزِيدَهُمْ مِنْ فَضْلِهِ ۗ وَاللَّهُ يَرْزُقُ مَنْ يَشَاءُ بِغَيْرِ حِسَابٍ 

	Men whom neither merchandise nor selling diverts from the remembrance of Allah and the keeping up of prayer AND THE GIVING OF POOR-RATE; who fear a day when hearts and eyeballs will be overturned;
That Allah may reward them with the best of what they did, and increase reward for them of His bounty. Allah gives blessings without measure to whom He will.


سورة النمل - سورة 27 - آية 1-5 
	طس ۚ تِلْكَ آيَاتُ الْقُرْآنِ وَكِتَابٍ مُبِينٍ   هُدًى وَبُشْرَىٰ لِلْمُؤْمِنِينَ 
الَّذِينَ يُقِيمُونَ الصَّلَاةَ وَيُؤْتُونَ الزَّكَاةَ وَهُمْ بِالْآخِرَةِ هُمْ يُوقِنُونَ 
إِنَّ الَّذِينَ لَا يُؤْمِنُونَ بِالْآخِرَةِ زَيَّنَّا لَهُمْ أَعْمَالَهُمْ فَهُمْ يَعْمَهُونَ  
أُولَٰئِكَ الَّذِينَ لَهُمْ سُوءُ الْعَذَابِ وَهُمْ فِي الْآخِرَةِ هُمُ الْأَخْسَرُونَ 

	Ta. Sin. These are revelations of the Quran and a Scripture that is clear

A guidance and good tidings for believers
Who keep up prayer AND PAY THE POOR-RATE, and of the hereafter, they are sure.
Lo! as for those who believe not in the Hereafter, We have made their works seem fair unto them so that they are all astray.
Those are they for whom is the worst of punishment, and in the Hereafter are the greatest losers.


سورة لقمان - سورة 31 - آية 1-6 
	الم  تِلْكَ آيَاتُ الْكِتَابِ الْحَكِيمِ   هُدًى وَرَحْمَةً لِلْمُحْسِنِينَ 
الَّذِينَ يُقِيمُونَ الصَّلَاةَ وَيُؤْتُونَ الزَّكَاةَ وَهُمْ بِالْآخِرَةِ هُمْ يُوقِنُونَ أُولَٰئِكَ عَلَىٰ هُدًى مِنْ رَبِّهِمْ ۖ وَأُولَٰئِكَ هُمُ الْمُفْلِحُونَ 

	Alif Lam Mim. These are Verses of the Wise Book,-
A Guide and a Mercy to the kindly Doers of Good,-
Those who keep up prayer AND PAY THE POOR-RATE and have sure faith in the Hereafter.
These are on a guidance from their Lord, and these are the ones who will prosper.


سورة المجادلة - سورة 58 - آية 12-13 
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا إِذَا نَاجَيْتُمُ الرَّسُولَ فَقَدِّمُوا بَيْنَ يَدَيْ نَجْوَاكُمْ صَدَقَةً ۚ ذَٰلِكَ خَيْرٌ لَكُمْ وَأَطْهَرُ ۚ فَإِنْ لَمْ تَجِدُوا فَإِنَّ اللَّهَ غَفُورٌ رَحِيمٌ 
أَأَشْفَقْتُمْ أَنْ تُقَدِّمُوا بَيْنَ يَدَيْ نَجْوَاكُمْ صَدَقَاتٍ ۚ فَإِذْ لَمْ تَفْعَلُوا وَتَابَ اللَّهُ عَلَيْكُمْ فَأَقِيمُوا الصَّلَاةَ وَآتُوا الزَّكَاةَ وَأَطِيعُوا اللَّهَ وَرَسُولَهُ ۚ وَاللَّهُ خَبِيرٌ بِمَا تَعْمَلُونَ 

	O you who believe! when you consult the Messenger, then offer something in charity before your consultation; that is better for you and purer; but if you do not find, then surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.
Do you fear that you will not be able to give in charity before your consultation? So when you do not do it and Allah has turned to you mercifully, then keep up prayer AND PAY THE POOR-RATE and obey Allah and His Messenger; and Allah is Aware of what you do.


سورة المزمل - سورة 73 - آية 20 
	…. فَاقْرَءُوا مَا تَيَسَّرَ مِنْهُ ۚ وَأَقِيمُوا الصَّلَاةَ وَآتُوا الزَّكَاةَ وَأَقْرِضُوا اللَّهَ قَرْضًا حَسَنًا ۚ وَمَا تُقَدِّمُوا لِأَنْفُسِكُمْ مِنْ خَيْرٍ تَجِدُوهُ عِنْدَ اللَّهِ هُوَ خَيْرًا وَأَعْظَمَ أَجْرًا ۚ وَاسْتَغْفِرُوا اللَّهَ ۖ إِنَّ اللَّهَ غَفُورٌ رَحِيمٌ 

	….So recite of it what is easy for you, and keep up prayer AND PAY THE POOR-RATE, and so lend unto Allah a goodly loan. Whatever good ye send before you for your souls, ye will find it with Allah, better and greater in the recompense. And seek forgiveness of Allah. Lo! Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.


سورة البينة - سورة 98 - آية 2-5 
	رَسُولٌ مِنَ اللَّهِ يَتْلُو صُحُفًا مُطَهَّرَةً   فِيهَا كُتُبٌ قَيِّمَةٌ 
وَمَا تَفَرَّقَ الَّذِينَ أُوتُوا الْكِتَابَ إِلَّا مِنْ بَعْدِ مَا جَاءَتْهُمُ الْبَيِّنَةُ 
وَمَا أُمِرُوا إِلَّا لِيَعْبُدُوا اللَّهَ مُخْلِصِينَ لَهُ الدِّينَ حُنَفَاءَ وَيُقِيمُوا الصَّلَاةَ وَيُؤْتُوا الزَّكَاةَ ۚ وَذَٰلِكَ دِينُ الْقَيِّمَةِ 

	A messenger from Allah, reading purified pages
Wherein are decrees of the right and straight.
Nor did the People of the Book make schisms, until after there came to them Clear Evidence.
And they were not ordered except that they should serve Allah, being sincere to Him in obedience, upright, and keep up prayer AND PAY THE POOR-RATE, and that is the right religion.


QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).   
To order, the prisoners should write to and fill the form:

Quran Account, Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
KHUTBA OF JUMU’AH & PAMPHLETSADVANCE \D 7.20
A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.


Also Pamphlets are available in 10-11 pages each, written about various Islamic subjects on an advanced level.  They explain both the Shi'a and the Sunni approach to that subject, thus they are of value for distribution in mosques and other centers of learning.  
Cost is $13.00 including shipping.
1 Madh'habs
#1
Development and Evolution

2 Madh'habs
#2
Congenial Coexistence

3 Madh'habs
#3
Ah'kaam of Salat

4 Madh'habs 
#4
Hadith: Analysis and Overview

5 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#1
An Overview

6 Nahjul Balaaghah 

#2
About Ahlul Bayt 
7 The Quran refers to Ahlul Bayt

8 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) refers to Ahlul Bayt
9 Karbala: Chain of Events

10 Marriage and Family In Islam
((((((((((·((((((((((
ABOUT CARE OF THE BULLETINS

The Bulletins of Affiliation contain the name of God and quotes from the Holy Quran, therefore PLEASE deal with it appropriately.  Do not throw it away haphazardly, and if you find any of its pages thrown away, please pick it up, tear it to small pieces then dispense with it.

((((((((((·((((((((((
TO SUBSCRIBE:

To subscribe for this free publication, simply write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
Let your friends and acquaintances know of this publication and see its worth and value to them. 

((((((((((·((((((((((
Web Site on the Internet
A web site is available on the internet, was published by Dr. Hashim on August 1, 2005.  
The address is www.islamicbooks.info.  It consists of the following:

1. Series of Islamic Books for Beginners
2. Madh’habs: A Shi’a Sunni Dialogue

3. Khutbas of Jumu’ah

4. PowerPoint Slide Shows

5. Nahjul Balaaghah in PowerPoint
6. Multiple Choice Questions

7. Various subjects of interest.

8. Articles in Arabic.

9. Many high caliber links: Sunni and Shi’a content
10. Du’aas categorized and translated
11. Bulletins of Affiliation
12. Statistics monthly
13. Statistics of current and previous years.
14. Topics in the Quran
15. The Spread of Islam
The site is user friendly, contains beginner, mid-level, and advanced material.  The added links will give you advanced level information about Quran, Hadith, and numerous other subjects.  English, as well as other languages.  Material is suitable for research, writing articles, as well as general information about Islam.  Visits to this site reached 52487 for the month of July 2017, and the number of unique visitors has reached a grand total of 47,609 as of  9-1-17. 
((((((((((·((((((((((
ANSWERS TO MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

ADVANCE \D 7.20The following is correct answers to the multiple choice questions that appear in this issue of the Bulletin of Affiliation.  Brothers and sisters do your own grading.  Don't send the answers to anyone, please.
QUESTIONS:  KHULAFAA RASHIDOON
	Question
	Answer
	
	Question
	Answer

	1.
	B
	|
	21
	D

	2.
	B
	|
	22
	D

	3.
	D
	|
	23
	B

	4.
	B
	|
	24
	D

	5.
	B
	|
	25
	D

	6.
	A
	|
	26
	D

	7.
	D
	|
	27
	B

	8.
	B
	|
	28
	D

	9.
	C
	|
	29
	B

	10.
	C
	|
	30
	D

	11.
	D
	|
	31
	D

	12.
	D
	|
	32
	C

	13
	A
	|
	33
	A

	14.
	D
	|
	34
	D

	15.
	D
	|
	35
	D

	16.
	D
	|
	36
	D

	17.
	D
	|
	
	

	18.
	B
	|
	
	

	19.
	D
	|
	
	

	20.
	B
	|
	
	


IN WRITING YOUR LETTER

Please write your letter in Ink.  Many letters come to us written in pencil (which are very hard to read).  Write clearly, spaced every second line, in ink, and state what you want clearly.  Make sure you write your address inside the letter too.  This will remove any trouble in understanding your request.

((((((((((·((((((((((
FREE BOOKS TO PRISON LIBRARIESADVANCE \D 7.20
Chaplains asking for free Islamic books including Qurans (Commentary by Yusuf Ali) to be used by the libraries of prisons should write to:

Quran Account Inc.

c/o A.S.  Hashim, MD

6407 Tuckerman Lane

Rockville, MD 20852
((((((((((·((((((((((
IN ALLAH'S NAME, EVER GRACIOUS, EVER MERCIFULADVANCE \D 7.20
QUESTIONS: KHULAFAA RASHIDOON
1 Where were Abu Bakr (r) and Omar (r) when the Prophet (pbuh) died?

a On an expedition with U'sama.

b Somewhere in Medina.

c In Mecca.

d On a trip to Syria.
2 A phenomenal Islamic momentum was created by the Prophet (pbuh).  Did Khalifa Abu Bakr (r) continue the momentum?

a Yes, and he augmented it.

b Yes, he continued it and did it well.

c He got carried away with it.

d He gave it some support.
3 How was the feeling of Fatima (a.s.) after the death of her father, Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)?

a Extremely sad and upset.

b In agony for his loss.

c Devastating feeling, almost indescribable.

d All the above.
4 During eleven months' period Khalid Ibnil Waleed engaged the Persian empire in fifteen battles.  What was the outcome?

a Ten successes, five failures.

b All successes.

c Thirteen successes, two retreats.

d Two successes only, the enemy was enormous.
5 What is so special  about Yarmuk?

a Key town to Syria.

b Key engagement that crushed the Romans.

c Key pass to Jerusalem.

d Key to Egypt.
6 How was the rule of Khalifa Abu Bakr (r)?

a Good, fair, successful.

b Too busy with wars to do anything.

c Mellow, easy going.

d All the above.
7 How close was Omar (r) to Abu Bakr (r)?

a Good and intimate friends.

b Mutual admiration.

c Close knowledge of each other.

d All the above.
8 What kind of demand did the Christians in Jerusalem want before they would surrender the town?

a Safety and security of the people.

b Omar (r) to come in person for negotiations.

c Omar (r) to be seen by the Patriarch of Jerusalem.

d Safety of worship.
9 He was asked to pray in the church, but Omar (r) declined.  Why did he decline?

a Muslims may follow his example later on thus initiating an incorrect precedence.

b Not Islamicly right.

c a + b above.

d Didn't appeal to him + c above.
10 Where did Qadisiya take place?

a In Syria.

b In North of Iraq.

c In south of Iraq.

d In Arabia, near Medina.
11 What was the role of the elephants during the early part of Qadisiya battle?

a Massive, played havoc with the Muslim forces.

b Seemed almost insurmountable, each representing a tank.

c Muslim forces could only stand with difficulty.

d All the above.
12 How long did Alexandria in Egypt take before it surrendered?

a One month of siege.

b Six months of siege.

c Ten months of siege.

d Fourteen months of siege.
13 Omar (r) decreed that Companions of the Prophet (pbuh) not leave Medina or establish any businesses outside Medina.  Why?

a There will be less chance of cult of personality.

b Less chance of revolt + a.

c Less chance for trouble against his rule.

d All the above.
14 How did Khalifa Omar (r) die?

a Severe protracted sickness.

b In battle at Qadisiya + c below.

c Killed by a disbeliever.

d c + by a knife that opened his abdomen.
15 What did Imam Ali (a.s.) do during Omar's reign?

a Being the encyclopedia of Islam, scholars came to him to solve their problems + b.

b Helped Omar (r) in his administration, through the council of advisors or otherwise.

c Concentrated on teaching Islam to the numerous scholars be it in the mosque of the Prophet (pbuh) or otherwise.

d Above + works on Fiqh.
16 Ali and Uthman were the two considered for Khilaafah, why was Uthman chosen?

a Both pledged to follow the Holy Quran and Sunnah.

b a + Uthman (r) pledged to follow the Sunna of Abu Bakr (r) and Omar (r).

c a + Ali (a.s.) pledged to follow the way he understood Islam in all its applications, Shari'ah and Fiqh.

d All above.
17 How was the rule of Khalifa Uthman (r)?

a Mellow, permissive.

b Favoring relatives in sensitive positions in government.

c Strict like Omar's.

d a and b above + for most high positions.
18 The Islamic momentum started by Muhammad (pbuh) lost its steam a number of years after the Prophet (pbuh).  During which Khilaafah did that happen?

a During Omar's Khilaafah.

b During Uthman's Khilaafah.

c During Abu Bakr's Khilaafah.

d During Ali's Khilaafah.
19 What bad administrative points did Uthman (r) do through his secretary?

a Appoint his relatives, Umayya clan, to sensitive posts.

b Live luxuriously.

c Insensitive to people's pleas and demands.

d a and c + many appointees behaved un-Islamicly.
20 How did Uthman (r) deal with the dissent against the governors appointed by him?

a Promising to remove them.

b a + doing nothing about his promises.

c Remove the governors immediately.

d Reprimand the governors + c.
21 What was the people's feeling in the last few years of Uthman's rule?

a Alarmingly unhappy.

b Supportive and enthusiastic.

c Subdued, non-caring + a.

d a + Demanding change for the better.
22 How were the circumstances in which Ali (a.s.) was elected as Khalifa?

a Turbulent.

b Uthman (r) was just killed, a Khalifa was needed right away to take Uthman's place.

c Strong, sturdy and unifying Khalifa was needed immediately + b above.

d All the above.
23 How old was Ali (a.s.) when he became a Khalifa?

a 55 years old.

b 58 years old.

c 63 years old.

d 70 years old.
24 What did Ali (a.s.) do during the time of the three previous Khalifas?

a Religious teachings, as a reference, he was the encyclopedia of Islam.

b Consultant about Islamic affairs.

c Registering Hadiths and other instructions of Muhammad (pbuh), so that a permanent register becomes available for use at home or outside.

d All the above.
25 What did Ali (a.s.) see of the condition of the Islamic nation when he was elected to be the Khalifa?

a Brewing trouble in many areas.

b Grave danger to the integrity of the Muslim territory.

c Enthusiasm everywhere for his election.

d Disintegration + a and b above.

26 What kind of man was Ali (a.s.)?

a Of overtowering, overpowering personality.

b First rate Muslim in every aspect.

c A Muslim superstar.

d All the above.

27 Who were the dominant instigators against Ali (a.s.) once he became a Khalifa?

a A'isha, and her relative Talha, the Companion.

b Zubair, the Companion + a above.

c Mu'awiya, the cunning, + a and b above.

d Khalid the General, Ibnil Aas + b.

28 Describe the battle of the camel.

a At first A'isha's side ran away.

b Ali's side ran away.

c A'isha riding a camel became the focus of the fight, + a.

d Ali's side won after severe engagement, + c above.

29 Was it right for Mu'awiya to defy Imam Ali (a.s.)?

a Yes, he was entitled to his views.

b No, it was not right at all.

c Perhaps, even though he was known to be cunning.

d Yes, even though his reason and stand were selfish.

30 Who was Mu'awiya?

a Enemy of Islam until Mecca was conquered by the Muslims  during the 8th yr. of Hijrah.

b Son of Abu Sufyan the designer of schemes against Islam.

c Governor of Syria, appointed by Omar, defied Ali (a.s.)

d All above + from Umayya clan.

31 Describe the battle of Siffin between Ali's and Mu'awiya's forces.

a Ali's side totally victorious.

b Mu'awiya used the Quran as a tool.

c Outcome indecisive, much loss of life.

d Ali (a.s.) almost won + b and c.

32 Ali's side was almost victorious during Siffin.  What trick did Mu'awiya play to save his neck?

a Ask for immediate negotiations.

b Use the Holy Qurans at the tips of spears.

c b above + to let the Quran be the judge.

d Hide in the nearby marshes after negotiations failed.

33 Was the arbitration between Ali's and Mu'awiya's side after Siffin battle done fair and square?

a No, once more dirty tricks by Mu'awiya side.

b Yes, it was done fairly.

c Probably fair and square.

d Honesty reigned, as it should.

34 How was Imam Ali's rule as a Khalifa?

a Extremely fair, very just and very religious.

b A true genuine Islamic government.

c Magnificent with many first.

d All the above.

35 Ali had a towering personality.  How is that?

a Being so complete and powerful, people were jealous.

b Islamic accomplishments truly vast, none could match.

c Some weak and conniving people resented his greatness.

d All the above.

36 What kind of leader was Ali (a.s.)?

a Great, farsighted, extremely religious.

b Too advanced to the local society standard to be well appreciated.

c Islamicly strict and to the point.

All the above.
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