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وَمَا أَرْسَلْنَا مِنْ رَسُولٍ إِلَّا لِيُطَاعَ بِإِذْنِ اللَّهِ ۚ وَلَوْ أَنَّهُمْ إِذْ ظَلَمُوا أَنْفُسَهُمْ جَاءُوكَ فَاسْتَغْفَرُوا اللَّهَ وَاسْتَغْفَرَ لَهُمُ الرَّسُولُ لَوَجَدُوا اللَّهَ تَوَّابًا رَحِيمًا
We sent not a messenger but to be obeyed, in accordance with the will of Allah. If they had only, (when they were unjust to themselves), come unto thee and asked Allah's forgiveness, and the Messenger had asked forgiveness for them, they would have found Allah indeed Oft-returning, Most Merciful.
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	COMMENTARY ABOUT

ONE OF THE 99 SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH

One sublime attribute of Allah (swt) appears in this issue of the Affiliation, and will continue to do so until all 99 are fully described.

	الخافض الرافع
AL-KHAFIDH, AL-RAFI

Allah exalts those who have the conduct of angels, who have sweet tongues, who prefer to give rather than receive, who hide the faults of others instead of criticizing, who build  instead of destroying, who are strong yet gentle. He exalts them, enlightening their hearts with faith, knowledge and truth, and makes His creatures love and respect them. As long as they persist in their enlightened way, Allah further heightens their state.

But those who refuse to acknowledge the purpose of their creation, letting their egos ride them and lead them astray into lies and cheating, setting traps for each other, fighting each other shamelessly ─these are the unfaithful ones who are like animals dressed up in the fine clothes of kings. They make a lot of noise and raise a lot of dust; in that they attract attention, but they are no more than dogs fighting for a bone.

Allah the Abaser strips them of their fine clothes and shows their real shape. It is hoped they will learn; it is hoped they will serve as lessons to others.

Abd al-Khafidh protects himself and others from abase​ment. The protection of Allah's servant from influences which cause degradation is an opportunity to see the Truth.

Abd al-Rafi’ sees the magnificence of the Creator in the created, including in himself, and with this rising into high levels of consciousness, comes closer to Allah. He is exalted, and in turn he exalts others who are worthy. He who tries to rise does so because he wishes and begs to reach Allah's Beneficence. Often he in whom the name al-Rafi`, the Exal​ter, is manifest, also receives the expression of Allah's attrib​ute of al-Rahim, the Beneficent; beneficence comes through him to all around him.




	Hadith of the PROPHET (pbuh):

	( Truly, everyone of you is a guardian responsible for his charge: the Emir is the guardian over his people and responsible for them; the man is the master of his household and responsible for them.  Indeed, all of you are guardians and answerable to your charges.

	

	Sayings of Imam Al-Kadhim, the 6th Imam

	( He is under Allah's protection the one who is generous and noble.  Allah will be with him until he enters the Garden of Bliss.  For such that every Prophet whom Allah sent were known.  My father [Al-Saadiq] continued to advice me to be a giver and have noble character until he died.
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AFFILIATION NEWSADVANCE \D 7.20
By Allah's Grace, this issue of the Bulletin will reach a total of  11,027 Muhtadoon (converts to Al‑Islam); this is the total num​ber since the project started in February 1985.  During the last three months 70 Muhtadoon  have enrolled in the project

Because of the cost and the great demands, the organization cannot fill the needs of each and every request, and in some cases suggest that new Muhtadoon seek help from other Islamic organizations.

((((((((((·((((((((((
CONDITION OF THE CHRISTIANS IN THE EARLY MUSLIM WORLD

A History of the Propagation of the Muslim Faith
T.W. Arnold    Ma. C.I.F

Professor Of Arabic, University Of London, University College.  Written in 1896, revised in 1913
Tavernier describes the Georgians as being very ignorant in matters of religion and the clergy as unlettered and vicious; some of the heads of the Church actually sold the Christian boys and girls as slaves to the Turks and Persians. 
From this period there seems to have been a widespread apostasy, especially among the higher classes and those who sought to win the favour of the Persian court.
In 1701 the occupant of the throne of Georgia, Wakhtang Wakhtang VI, was a Christian : for the first seven years of his reign he was a prisoner in Ispahan, where great efforts were made to induce him to become Muslim; when he declared that he preferred to lose his throne rather than purchase it at the price of apostasy, it is said that his younger brother, although he was the Patriarch of Georgia, offered to abandon Christianity and embrace Islam, if the crown were bestowed upon him, but though invested by the Persians with the royal power, the Georgians refused to accept him as their ruler, and drove him out of the kingdom. 
Towards the close of the eighteenth century, the king of Georgia placed his people under the protection of the Russian crown. Hitherto their intense patriotic feeling had helped to keep the Christian faith alive among them so long as their foreign invaders had been Muslims, but now that the foreign power that sought to rob them of their independence was Christian, this same feeling operated in some of the districts north of the Caucasus to the advantage of Islam. In Daghistan a certain Darvīsh Manṣūr endeavored to unite the different tribes of the Caucasus to oppose the Russians; preaching the faith of Islam he succeeded in converting the princes and nobles of Ubichistan and Daghistan, who have remained faithful to Islam ever since; many of the Circassians, too, were converted by his preaching, and preferred exile to submitting to the Russian rule. But in 1791 he was taken prisoner, and in 1800 Georgia was formally incorporated in the Russian empire. 
Darvīsh Manṣūr was not alone in his efforts to convert the Circassians. When the treaty of Kūchak-Qaïnarji in 1774 had recognized the independence of the Crimea and opened the Black Sea to Russian vessels, the Turkish government became alarmed at the prospect of a further movement of Russian domination along the eastern coast of the Black Sea and resolved to make an attempt to stir the Circassians to resistance. 
A Turkish officer, named Faraḥ 'Alī, was sent in 1782 to establish a military colony at Anāpa, near the outlet of the sea of Azov, and to enter into relations with the Circassian tribes. 
Faraḥ 'Alī's first care was to seek the hand of a daughter of one of the Circassian beys, offering rich presents of arms, horses, etc., to her father; the marriage was celebrated with great pomp and ceremony, and Faraḥ 'Alī encouraged his soldiers to follow his example, by promising to defray the expenses of their nuptials. 
The result was that a number of Circassian women joined the little colony and accepted the religion of their husbands, and with the zeal of new converts won over to Islam their fathers and brothers. An active movement of proselytism began, and the Circassians who came in contact with the Turkish colony appear readily to have abandoned their pagan beliefs for the religion of the Quran, the mollas were kept busy in instructing the new Muslims, and help had to be sought from Constantinople to deal with the increasing number of conversions. But the work of Faraḥ 'Alī was short-lived; he died in 1785 and his tomb was reverenced as that of a saint, but his work perished with him. Anāpa passed into the hands of the Russians in 1812, and when the resistance of the Circassians was finally overcome in 1864, more than half a million Circassian Muslims migrated into Turkish territory. Under Russian law conversions to any faith other than that of the Orthodox Church were illegal, and the further progress of Islam was stayed until the promulgation of the edict of toleration in 1905. One of the results of this in the Caucasus was a large accession 

to Islam from among the Abkhazes, who had long been nominal converts to Christianity, but now became Muslims in such numbers that the Orthodox clergy became alarmed and founded a special society for the distribution of religious tracts among them, in the hope of combating Muslim influences.






To be Continued

((((((((((·((((((((((
  The Quran about the Present Life القران عن الحياة الدنياT
· The Present Life الحياة الدنيا appears in about 60 Ayahs of the Quran.  It appears UPPER CASE in the translation.

· These references have variable flavors of meaning and connotations

· Looking at the entire theme gives a better understanding of what the message entails.
سورة البقرة - سورة 2 - آية 204 
	وَمِنَ النَّاسِ مَنْ يُعْجِبُكَ قَوْلُهُ فِي الْحَيَاةِ الدُّنْيَا وَيُشْهِدُ اللَّهَ عَلَىٰ مَا فِي قَلْبِهِ وَهُوَ أَلَدُّ الْخِصَامِ 
وَإِذَا تَوَلَّىٰ سَعَىٰ فِي الْأَرْضِ لِيُفْسِدَ فِيهَا وَيُهْلِكَ الْحَرْثَ وَالنَّسْلَ ۗ وَاللَّهُ لَا يُحِبُّ الْفَسَادَ 
وَإِذَا قِيلَ لَهُ اتَّقِ اللَّهَ أَخَذَتْهُ الْعِزَّةُ بِالْإِثْمِ ۚ فَحَسْبُهُ جَهَنَّمُ ۚ وَلَبِئْسَ الْمِهَادُ  

	And of mankind there is he whoso conversation on the LIFE OF THIS WORLD pleases thee (Muhammad), and he calls Allah to witness as to what is in his heart; yet he is the most contentious of enemies.
When he turns his back, His aim everywhere is to spread mischief through the earth and destroy crops and cattle. But Allah loves not mischief.
When it is said to him, "Fear Allah", He is led by arrogance to more crime. Enough for him is Hell;-An evil bed indeed!


سورة البقرة - سورة 2 - آية 212
	زُيِّنَ لِلَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا الْحَيَاةُ الدُّنْيَا وَيَسْخَرُونَ مِنَ الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا ۘ وَالَّذِينَ اتَّقَوْا فَوْقَهُمْ يَوْمَ الْقِيَامَةِ ۗ وَاللَّهُ يَرْزُقُ مَنْ يَشَاءُ بِغَيْرِ حِسَابٍ 

	The LIFE OF THIS WORLD is alluring to those who reject faith, and they scoff at those who believe. But the righteous will be above them on the Day of Resurrection; for Allah bestows His abundance without measure on whom He will.


سورة آل عمران - سورة 3 - آية 14
	زُيِّنَ لِلنَّاسِ حُبُّ الشَّهَوَاتِ مِنَ النِّسَاءِ وَالْبَنِينَ وَالْقَنَاطِيرِ الْمُقَنْطَرَةِ مِنَ الذَّهَبِ وَالْفِضَّةِ وَالْخَيْلِ الْمُسَوَّمَةِ وَالْأَنْعَامِ وَالْحَرْثِ ۗ ذَٰلِكَ مَتَاعُ الْحَيَاةِ الدُّنْيَا ۖ وَاللَّهُ عِنْدَهُ حُسْنُ الْمَآبِ 

	Fair in the eyes of men is the love of things they covet: Women and sons; Heaped-up hoards of gold and silver; horses branded with their mark; and wealth of cattle and well-tilled land. Such are the possessions of this WORLD'S LIFE; but in nearness to Allah is the best of the goals to return to.


سورة آل عمران - سورة 3 - آية 185
	كُلُّ نَفْسٍ ذَائِقَةُ الْمَوْتِ ۗ وَإِنَّمَا تُوَفَّوْنَ أُجُورَكُمْ يَوْمَ الْقِيَامَةِ ۖ فَمَنْ زُحْزِحَ عَنِ النَّارِ وَأُدْخِلَ الْجَنَّةَ فَقَدْ فَازَ ۗ وَمَا الْحَيَاةُ الدُّنْيَا إِلَّا مَتَاعُ الْغُرُورِ 

	Every soul will taste of death. And ye will be paid on the Day of Resurrection only that which ye have fairly earned. Whoso is removed from the Fire and is made to enter paradise, he indeed is triumphant. THE LIFE OF THIS WORLD is but comfort of illusion.


سورة الأنعام - سورة 6 - آية 31-32

	قَدْ خَسِرَ الَّذِينَ كَذَّبُوا بِلِقَاءِ اللَّهِ ۖ حَتَّىٰ إِذَا جَاءَتْهُمُ السَّاعَةُ بَغْتَةً قَالُوا يَا حَسْرَتَنَا عَلَىٰ مَا فَرَّطْنَا فِيهَا وَهُمْ يَحْمِلُونَ أَوْزَارَهُمْ عَلَىٰ ظُهُورِهِمْ ۚ أَلَا سَاءَ مَا يَزِرُونَ 
وَمَا الْحَيَاةُ الدُّنْيَا إِلَّا لَعِبٌ وَلَهْوٌ ۖ وَلَلدَّارُ الْآخِرَةُ خَيْرٌ لِلَّذِينَ يَتَّقُونَ ۗ أَفَلَا تَعْقِلُونَ 

	They indeed are losers who deny their meeting with Allah until, when the Hour comes on them suddenly, they cry: Alas for us, that we neglected it! They bear upon their backs their burdens. Ah, evil is what they bear!
What the LIFE OF THIS WORLD is but play and amusement! But best is the home in the hereafter, for those who are righteous. Will you not then understand?


سورة الأعراف - سورة 7 - آية 32
	قُلْ مَنْ حَرَّمَ زِينَةَ اللَّهِ الَّتِي أَخْرَجَ لِعِبَادِهِ وَالطَّيِّبَاتِ مِنَ الرِّزْقِ ۚ قُلْ هِيَ لِلَّذِينَ آمَنُوا فِي الْحَيَاةِ الدُّنْيَا خَالِصَةً يَوْمَ الْقِيَامَةِ ۗ كَذَٰلِكَ نُفَصِّلُ الْآيَاتِ لِقَوْمٍ يَعْلَمُونَ 

	Say: Who has forbidden the adornment of Allah which He has brought forth for His servants, and the good things of His providing? Say: Such, on the Day of Resurrection, will be only for those who believed during THE LIFE OF THIS WORLD. Thus do we detail Our revelations for people who have knowledge.


سورة يونس - سورة 10 - آية 24
	إِنَّمَا مَثَلُ الْحَيَاةِ الدُّنْيَا كَمَاءٍ أَنْزَلْنَاهُ مِنَ السَّمَاءِ فَاخْتَلَطَ بِهِ نَبَاتُ الْأَرْضِ مِمَّا يَأْكُلُ النَّاسُ وَالْأَنْعَامُ حَتَّىٰ إِذَا أَخَذَتِ الْأَرْضُ زُخْرُفَهَا وَازَّيَّنَتْ وَظَنَّ أَهْلُهَا أَنَّهُمْ قَادِرُونَ عَلَيْهَا أَتَاهَا أَمْرُنَا لَيْلًا أَوْ نَهَارًا فَجَعَلْنَاهَا حَصِيدًا كَأَنْ لَمْ تَغْنَ بِالْأَمْسِ ۚ كَذَٰلِكَ نُفَصِّلُ الْآيَاتِ لِقَوْمٍ يَتَفَكَّرُونَ 

	The likeness of the LIFE OF THE PRESENT is as the rain which We send down from the skies: by its mingling arises the produce of the earth- which provides food for men and animals: It grows till the earth is clad with its golden ornaments and is decked out in beauty: the people to whom it belongs think they have all powers of disposal over it: There reaches it Our command by night or by day, and We make it like a harvest clean-mown, as if it had not flourished only the day before! thus do We explain the Signs in detail for those who reflect.


سورة يونس - سورة 10 - آية 62-64
	أَلَا إِنَّ أَوْلِيَاءَ اللَّهِ لَا خَوْفٌ عَلَيْهِمْ وَلَا هُمْ يَحْزَنُونَ    الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَكَانُوا يَتَّقُونَ 
لَهُمُ الْبُشْرَىٰ فِي الْحَيَاةِ الدُّنْيَا وَفِي الْآخِرَةِ ۚ لَا تَبْدِيلَ لِكَلِمَاتِ اللَّهِ ۚ ذَٰلِكَ هُوَ الْفَوْزُ الْعَظِيمُ 

	Behold! verily on the friends of Allah there is no fear, nor shall they grieve;
Those who believe and keep up their devotion (to Allah).
For them are glad tidings, in THE LIFE OF THE PRESENT WORLD and in the Hereafter; no change can there be in the words of Allah. This is the Triumph Supreme.


سورة هود - سورة 11 - آية 15-16

	مَنْ كَانَ يُرِيدُ الْحَيَاةَ الدُّنْيَا وَزِينَتَهَا نُوَفِّ إِلَيْهِمْ أَعْمَالَهُمْ فِيهَا وَهُمْ فِيهَا لَا يُبْخَسُونَ
أُولَٰئِكَ الَّذِينَ لَيْسَ لَهُمْ فِي الْآخِرَةِ إِلَّا النَّارُ ۖ وَحَبِطَ مَا صَنَعُوا فِيهَا وَبَاطِلٌ مَا كَانُوا يَعْمَلُونَ 

	Those who desire THE LIFE OF THE PRESENT WORLD and its glitter,- to them we shall pay the price of their deeds therein,- without diminution.
They are those for whom there is nothing in the Hereafter but the Fire: Vain are the designs they frame therein, and fruitless are the deeds that they do!


سورة الرعد - سورة 13 - آية 26
	اللَّهُ يَبْسُطُ الرِّزْقَ لِمَنْ يَشَاءُ وَيَقْدِرُ ۚ وَفَرِحُوا بِالْحَيَاةِ الدُّنْيَا وَمَا الْحَيَاةُ الدُّنْيَا فِي الْآخِرَةِ إِلَّا مَتَاعٌ 

	Allah amplifies livelihood for whom He wills, and straitens it (for whom He wills); and they rejoice in THE LIFE OF THE WORLD, whereas the life of the world is but brief comfort as compared with the Hereafter.


سورة إبراهيم - سورة 14 - آية 2-3

	اللَّهِ الَّذِي لَهُ مَا فِي السَّمَاوَاتِ وَمَا فِي الْأَرْضِ ۗ وَوَيْلٌ لِلْكَافِرِينَ مِنْ عَذَابٍ شَدِيدٍ 
الَّذِينَ يَسْتَحِبُّونَ الْحَيَاةَ الدُّنْيَا عَلَى الْآخِرَةِ وَيَصُدُّونَ عَنْ سَبِيلِ اللَّهِ وَيَبْغُونَهَا عِوَجًا ۚ أُولَٰئِكَ فِي ضَلَالٍ بَعِيدٍ 

	Allah, unto Whom belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth. and woe unto the disbelievers from an awful doom;
Those who love THE LIFE OF THE WORLD more than the Hereafter, and hinder men from the way of Allah and would have it crooked: such are far astray.


سورة إبراهيم - سورة 14 - آية 27
	يُثَبِّتُ اللَّهُ الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا بِالْقَوْلِ الثَّابِتِ فِي الْحَيَاةِ الدُّنْيَا وَفِي الْآخِرَةِ ۖ وَيُضِلُّ اللَّهُ الظَّالِمِينَ ۚ وَيَفْعَلُ اللَّهُ مَا يَشَاءُ 

	Allah confirms those who believe by a firm saying in the LIFE OF THE WORLD and in the Hereafter, and Allah sends wrong-doers astray. And Allah does what He wills.


سورة القصص - سورة 28 - آية 60-61

	وَمَا أُوتِيتُمْ مِنْ شَيْءٍ فَمَتَاعُ الْحَيَاةِ الدُّنْيَا وَزِينَتُهَا ۚ وَمَا عِنْدَ اللَّهِ خَيْرٌ وَأَبْقَىٰ ۚ أَفَلَا تَعْقِلُونَ 
أَفَمَنْ وَعَدْنَاهُ وَعْدًا حَسَنًا فَهُوَ لَاقِيهِ كَمَنْ مَتَّعْنَاهُ مَتَاعَ الْحَيَاةِ الدُّنْيَا ثُمَّ هُوَ يَوْمَ الْقِيَامَةِ مِنَ الْمُحْضَرِينَ 

	And whatever things you have been given are only a provision of this WORLD'S LIFE and its adornment, and whatever is with Allah is better and more lasting; do you not then understand?
Is he to whom We have promised a goodly promise which he shall meet with like him whom We have provided with the provisions of this world's life, then on the day of resurrection he shall be of those who are brought up?


سورة الروم - سورة 30 - آية 5-7

	بِنَصْرِ اللَّهِ ۚ يَنْصُرُ مَنْ يَشَاءُ ۖ وَهُوَ الْعَزِيزُ الرَّحِيمُ    وَعْدَ اللَّهِ ۖ لَا يُخْلِفُ اللَّهُ وَعْدَهُ وَلَٰكِنَّ أَكْثَرَ النَّاسِ لَا يَعْلَمُونَ 
يَعْلَمُونَ ظَاهِرًا مِنَ الْحَيَاةِ الدُّنْيَا وَهُمْ عَنِ الْآخِرَةِ هُمْ غَافِلُونَ 

	In Allah's help to victory. He helps to victory whom He wills. He is the Mighty, the Merciful.
It is a promise of Allah. Allah does not fail His promise, but most of mankind know not.
They know only some appearance of THE LIFE OF THE WORLD, and are heedless of the Hereafter.


سورة فاطر - سورة 35 - آية 4-5

	وَإِنْ يُكَذِّبُوكَ فَقَدْ كُذِّبَتْ رُسُلٌ مِنْ قَبْلِكَ ۚ وَإِلَى اللَّهِ تُرْجَعُ الْأُمُورُ 
يَا أَيُّهَا النَّاسُ إِنَّ وَعْدَ اللَّهِ حَقٌّ ۖ فَلَا تَغُرَّنَّكُمُ الْحَيَاةُ الدُّنْيَا ۖ وَلَا يَغُرَّنَّكُمْ بِاللَّهِ الْغَرُورُ 

	And if they reject thee (O Muhammad), so were Messengers rejected before thee: Unto Allah all things are brought back.
O men! Certainly the promise of Allah is true. Let not then THIS PRESENT LIFE deceive you, nor let the Chief Deceiver deceive you about Allah.


سورة غافر - سورة 40 - آية 51-52

	إِنَّا لَنَنْصُرُ رُسُلَنَا وَالَّذِينَ آمَنُوا فِي الْحَيَاةِ الدُّنْيَا وَيَوْمَ يَقُومُ الْأَشْهَادُ 
يَوْمَ لَا يَنْفَعُ الظَّالِمِينَ مَعْذِرَتُهُمْ ۖ وَلَهُمُ اللَّعْنَةُ وَلَهُمْ سُوءُ الدَّارِ 

	Lo! We verily do help Our Messengers, and those who believe, in THE LIFE OF THE WORLD and on the day when the witnesses arise,
The day when their excuse does not avail the evil-doers, and theirs is the curse, and theirs the ill abode.


سورة فصلت - سورة 41 - آية 30-31

	إِنَّ الَّذِينَ قَالُوا رَبُّنَا اللَّهُ ثُمَّ اسْتَقَامُوا تَتَنَزَّلُ عَلَيْهِمُ الْمَلَائِكَةُ أَلَّا تَخَافُوا وَلَا تَحْزَنُوا وَأَبْشِرُوا بِالْجَنَّةِ الَّتِي كُنْتُمْ تُوعَدُونَ 
نَحْنُ أَوْلِيَاؤُكُمْ فِي الْحَيَاةِ الدُّنْيَا وَفِي الْآخِرَةِ ۖ وَلَكُمْ فِيهَا مَا تَشْتَهِي أَنْفُسُكُمْ وَلَكُمْ فِيهَا مَا تَدَّعُونَ 
نُزُلًا مِنْ غَفُورٍ رَحِيمٍ 

	Lo! those who say: Our Lord is Allah, and afterward are upright, the angels descend upon them, saying: Fear not nor grieve, but hear good tidings of the paradise which ye are promised.
We are your guardians in THIS WORLD'S LIFE and in the hereafter, and you shall have therein what your souls desire and you shall have therein what you ask for:
A gift of welcome from One Forgiving, Merciful.


سورة الشورى - سورة 42 - آية 35-38

	فَمَا أُوتِيتُمْ مِنْ شَيْءٍ فَمَتَاعُ الْحَيَاةِ الدُّنْيَا ۖ وَمَا عِنْدَ اللَّهِ خَيْرٌ وَأَبْقَىٰ لِلَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَعَلَىٰ رَبِّهِمْ يَتَوَكَّلُونَ 
وَالَّذِينَ يَجْتَنِبُونَ كَبَائِرَ الْإِثْمِ وَالْفَوَاحِشَ وَإِذَا مَا غَضِبُوا هُمْ يَغْفِرُونَ 
وَالَّذِينَ اسْتَجَابُوا لِرَبِّهِمْ وَأَقَامُوا الصَّلَاةَ وَأَمْرُهُمْ شُورَىٰ بَيْنَهُمْ وَمِمَّا رَزَقْنَاهُمْ يُنْفِقُونَ 

	So whatever thing you are given, that is only a provision of THIS WORLD'S LIFE, and what is with Allah is better and more lasting for those who believe and rely on their Lord.
And those who shun the great sins and indecencies, and whenever they are angry they forgive.
And those who answer the call of their Lord and establish prayer, and whose affairs are a matter of counsel, and who spend of what We have bestowed on them,


سورة الحديد - سورة 57 - آية 20
	اعْلَمُوا أَنَّمَا الْحَيَاةُ الدُّنْيَا لَعِبٌ وَلَهْوٌ وَزِينَةٌ وَتَفَاخُرٌ بَيْنَكُمْ وَتَكَاثُرٌ فِي الْأَمْوَالِ وَالْأَوْلَادِ ۖ كَمَثَلِ غَيْثٍ أَعْجَبَ الْكُفَّارَ نَبَاتُهُ ثُمَّ يَهِيجُ فَتَرَاهُ مُصْفَرًّا ثُمَّ يَكُونُ حُطَامًا ۖ وَفِي الْآخِرَةِ عَذَابٌ شَدِيدٌ وَمَغْفِرَةٌ مِنَ اللَّهِ وَرِضْوَانٌ ۚ وَمَا الْحَيَاةُ الدُّنْيَا إِلَّا مَتَاعُ الْغُرُورِ 

	Know that THIS WORLD'S LIFE is only amusement and play and gaiety and boasting among yourselves, and a vying in the multiplication of wealth and children, like the rain, whose causing the vegetation to grow, pleases the husbandmen, then it withers away so that you will see it become yellow, then it becomes dried up and broken down; and in the hereafter is a severe Penalty and also forgiveness from Allah and His Grace; and this world's life is naught but means of deception.


سورة الأعلى - سورة 87 - آية 14-19

	قَدْ أَفْلَحَ مَنْ تَزَكَّىٰ   وَذَكَرَ اسْمَ رَبِّهِ فَصَلَّىٰ   بَلْ تُؤْثِرُونَ الْحَيَاةَ الدُّنْيَا   وَالْآخِرَةُ خَيْرٌ وَأَبْقَىٰ 
إِنَّ هَٰذَا لَفِي الصُّحُفِ الْأُولَىٰ   صُحُفِ إِبْرَاهِيمَ وَمُوسَىٰ 

	But those will prosper who purify themselves,
And magnifies the name of his Lord and prays.
Nay! you prefer THE LIFE OF THIS WORLD,
While the hereafter is better and more lasting.
Lo! This is in the former scrolls.
The Books of Abraham and Moses.


QURANSADVANCE \D 7.20
Qurans with translation and commentary by Yusuf Ali are available.  They are hard bound and in beautiful Medina script, for a total of $15.00 per copy, (this includes the $5.00 shipping charges).   
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A book containing 40 Khutbas of Jumu’ah has been published; written and arranged by Dr Hashim.  These Khutbas were delivered by Dr Akbarian in the IEC.  The book comes in 258 pages, of highly educational value and is highly recommended.  Cost $10.00+$3.00 for shipping=$13.00.
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QUESTIONS: ETHICS
1 Can good deeds be done with various kinds of intentions?

a. Yes, except evil intentions.

b. Should be done only with good intentions.

c. Yes with any kind of intention.

d. a and c above.
2 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) urges the Muslims to be straightforward.  Why not cheat sometimes?

a. Cheating is wonderful.

b. Cheating is destructive.

c. By cheating, a person cheats himself.

d. b + c, it is very harmful.
3 Why does Allah command us in the Holy Quran to strictly fulfill our promises?

a. Islam is for integrity, keeping promises is part of that.

b. Goodness demands fulfillment of promises.

c. Keeping promises is an essential part of Muslim character.

d. a and c above.
4 According to a Hadith, what are the signs of hypocrites?

a. He who lies, breaks promises, cannot be trusted.

b. A mean person who lies and criticizes.

c. One with double personality who hurts others.

d. A person who brags about himself all the time.
5 Why should we be truthful, trustworthy and pure?

a. Because Islam wants the best for us.

b. Wants purity of character for us.

c. To be virtuous and wholesome + a and b.

d. Good human relationship + above.
6 What can happen if we are dishonest?

a. Hurt or damage others.

b. Often hurt ourselves.

c. People lose confidence and trust in us.

d. All the above.
7 Can you give us an example about the trusteeship of Muhammad (pbuh)?

a. Enemies and friends called him "the trustworthy."

b. People trusted him with their valuables as if he were a bank.

c. During Hijrah, the trusted valuables had to be returned.

d. He entrusted it to Ali (a.s.) who returned b above.
8 How are we to treat our parents and family?

a. Love, love and more love.

b. With a high measure of love, respect and understanding.

c. Deeds showing love + b.

d. Show love only if they show us love.
9 How difficult is it to treat others with kindness?

a. It is very difficult.

b. Not difficult if we want to be kind.

c. It depends on the situation.

d. It is cowardly to be brutal, brave to be kind.
10 To love and to forgive is part of our faith.  Do we do that out of love of Allah?

a. Yes, always.

b. Yes, sometimes.

c. Yes, thru being humanitarian.

d. b and c above.
11 What is wrong with being arrogant?

a. Arrogance is a form of conceit.

b. Arrogance hurts other peoples' feelings.

c. Arrogance puts excessive value to personal attitude.

d. It is against kindness + all above.
12 Should we be humble for the sake of Allah?

a. Yes, all the time if we remember.

b. For the sake of good manners.

c. For the sake of goodness of character.

d. b and c above.
13 Why is modesty the source of virtue?

a. Because you lose your sense of conceit.

b. Because you lose your sense of identity.

c. Because modesty is humility.

d. All the above.
14 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said "The riches are from the contentment of the heart."

a. When there is no greed, there is contentment.

b. Happiness is a state of mind, a feeling.

c. Often a materially rich person is worry-wart and unhappy.

d. Riches can emanate from faith + above.
15 What is wrong with greed?

a. Greed is a source of ambition and greatness.

b. Greed is a source of potential destruction of others.

c. Greed may have no limits.

d. Often greed goes too far + b and c.
16 Are Muslims to have compassion towards all creatures of Allah?

a. No, that is impossible.

b. Ideally, yes, since compassion has to prevail.

c. Only if we can.

d. b and c above.
17 What does the Holy Quran say about forgiveness?

a. "Hold to Forgiveness and Command to what is Right."

b. "If you Forgive and Overlook, verily Allah is Compassionate."

c. "Verily Allah is most forgiving and merciful."

d. All the above.
18 Self-control is a form of self conquest. Is it a form of Jihad?

a. Self-control is hard, it often is a form of Jihad.

b. Yes it is on rare occasions.

c. No, it is not, why should it be?

d. Jihad is no more than self-control.
19 Why is patience a virtue?

a. Enjoined by Islam.

b. Often leads to good unexpected results.

c. Helps override difficulties + a and b.

d. Is the greatest mark of faith + a and b.
20 In which situations is it good to be envious?

a. A well learned person in Islam.

b. a above + who reads the Quran well.

c. a above + who fights for Islam.

d. a above + he who works for Islam valiantly.
21 The Quran says that suspicions is often a major sin.  What is meant by that?

a. Often suspicion proves Satanic, thus a major sin.

b. Being suspicious is stupid.

c. Suspicion is always Satanic, it is a sin.

d. Being suspicious is insane + a.
22 Is it fair to make fun of others?  How does the Quran see that?

a. It is fun sometimes.

b. The Quran prohibits us from that since it hurts others.

c. Islam requires us to respect others + b.

d. I'll die if I don't make fun of others.
23 "A good Muslim is he from whose tongue and deeds other Muslims have been spared."  What does this Hadith teach us?

a. A good Muslim does not hurt others by what he says or does.

b. A good Muslim is the builder and the promoter of goodness.

c. A good Muslim keeps his mouth shut + b.

d. A good Muslim hardly does anything.
24 Why are we responsible for the welfare of others?

a. To have a society where goodness prevails.

b. So that others help us too.

c. So that others think highly of us.

d. To build a powerful domineering community.
25 What have you done for Islam?

a. I am too young, done nothing.

b. I am too young, intend to do many good things.

c. I'll do nothing, Islam will do it by itself.

d. Someday I will do something.
26 If disagreement shows up among Muslims, what are we supposed to do?

a. Favor the strong party to gain favors.

b. Make peace to gain attention.

c. Make peace for the sake of Allah.

d. Judge justly, punish the arrogant party.
27 What kind of charity is good in your eyes?

a. Helping others when they ask us to do so.

b. Helping others when help is needed.

c. Help can be material or through deeds + b.

d. Only if I want to help.
28 Which one is better, to be extravagant or in moderation?

a. Moderation is a hallmark of Islam.

b. It is so wonderful to be extravagant.

c. Somewhat extravagant in only expenditure.

d. Moderation in spending only.
29 Why did Islam emphasize learning?

a. Learning is the gateway to improving the society.

b. Learning improves oneself.

c. Learning opens the mind + above.

d. To get good grades in school.
30 Give us some Hadiths about the subject of seeking learning.

a. "Seek Knowledge when you are teenager."

b. "Seek Knowledge if it is good or bad, and if bad, correct it."

c. "Seek Knowledge from the cradle to the grave."

d. "Seek Knowledge even if it is in New York."
31 Why does a Muslim have to especially show kindness to the young and respect to the elders?

a. Only the young deserve love.

b. The young need kindness, the old respect.
c.  These are the ones whom people are likely to ignore + item b above.
d. All the people.
32.  Why does Allah command us in the Holy Quran to hold to the truth and to be straightforward.

a. Because we will benefit.

b. Though the truth is hard, it is better that we stick to it.

c. The society will benefit in the long run.

d. All the above[image: image3.png]
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