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FOREWORD
With the recent heightened interest in Islam, and the apparent confusion as to the truth regarding the religion, there is an urgent need for an exposition that presents Islam pure and simple and free from the complicated mysteries that the uninformed may attach to it. To grasp the truth about Islam and shed away the misgivings and fears that many of the uninformed have come to associate with this religion is such a pressing and urgent matter that we must put aside all fear, prejudices, and stereotypes and read the following pages with an open mind. Ignorance breeds hatred and fear, and it is in our nature to hate and fear the unknown. Learning the truth about Islam will, hopefully, contribute towards peace and harmony in this global village we all share.

This book provides, in simple form, a presentation of the fundamental principles of Islam and what it seeks to fulfill in the life of the individual. It aspires to implant the understanding that by adhering and practicing Islam, each Muslim can achieve success in this world and the next. It also seeks to address how individuals belonging to different beliefs can coexist with one another, with respect and understanding.

Islam suffers immensely from misinterpretation, and unfortunately today, has come to primarily evoke the image of a fanatical bearded scholar or a ruthless terrorist. Those of us who have studied Islam and lived among Muslims are very much disturbed by the continuing pent-up anger, fear and aggression from both Muslims and non-Muslims that has emanated from this complete misunderstanding of what Islam truly is, the positive contributions it can make towards strong, well-founded family structures, and what it truly envisions in the form of a better future for all of humanity. 
Islam means peace, tranquility and surrendering to the will of God, the One and Only God, and to live in peace and harmony with one's self, other people, the environment, and the universe. Thus, Islam is a total system of living. It provides the answers to our most pressing and basic questions:

· How can we as human beings deal with each other to live in peace and harmony?

· Why have we been created and what is life all about?

· What can we do in order to be successful in this life and in the life to come?
· How can we fulfill our mission during our lifetime on this earth?
Islam addresses and provides us with the intrinsic values and moral virtues of a humane society that can help human kind, despite its differing beliefs, to be guided by reason and be in harmony with divine revelation. It provides a way out of the ills plaguing our modern society at large, and guides us through the use of peaceful means and dialogue to resolve our differences leading us to move forward to higher grounds. 
Those who are expecting a clash of civilizations and a mortal collision between the West and Islam are very far from reality. Their confused assertions are based on a lack of understanding of the truth. If Western civilization is an outcome of the Judeo-Christian beliefs and since Islam is principally the same message coming from the same one and only Lord and Creator of the universe, then surely the two civilizations must, by definition and the fact that they emanate from the same source, be compatible with each other. 
FUNDAMENTALS

ALLAH
God, whose name in Arabic is “ALLAH,” The Beneficent and The Merciful”, is the one and only God. He is the creator and sustainer of the whole universe. He is unique in that He is neither begotten (born to or from) nor does He beget (has no children) and is All Powerful and has no equals. It is an absolute taboo in Islam to enjoin anything as equal to God. God is superior to all human beings, for it is He who has created them all. God is the creator of the universe inclusive of all animate and inanimate, physical and non-physical. He, alone, is the absolute Master of the whole Universe.
Muslims believe in a personal, but genderless, transcendental God who is actively involved in all aspects of His living Universe. He is the “light” of the heavens and the earth. He is infinite in power and is in total command of the entire universe at all times.
God is not a separate God. He is the same God of the Christians, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus and the rest of human beings whether they believe in Him or not. It is He who has created them all. 
Muslims must believe in all His messengers and their revelations from Adam through Abraham, Moses, Jesus and ending with Muhammad. In fact, God calls all those, who worship Him and submit to His will in all aspects of their lives, Muslims. This is what defines a true Muslim. 
Muslims worship God alone and put their trust in Him and seek His help, guidance and forgiveness. He is all Beneficent and all Merciful. They seek His guidance in all matters related to their daily affairs. The more conscious Muslims become of God, the more God helps guide them to do what is right and beneficial to themselves, their families, the communities they live in, and the rest of the world and make them avoid committing wrongful acts.
. 

God’s all-encompassing and pervasive presence means that all kinds of intermediaries that have attempted to insert themselves between God and His creation are improper and irrelevant. God is as close to the individual as his or her jugular vein. There is no clergy hierarchy or class in the Islamic faith. Each individual human being is as close to God as his or her heart and mind desires and pursues. Being so close to God, the individual can ask God directly for a particular need or directive or forgiveness. Salvation goes hand-in-hand with the individual's good deeds and the avoidance of bad deeds. God is all forgiving, compassionate and equitable. On the Day of Judgment, every individual will be justly rewarded for all the good deeds that he or she had performed during their own life on earth. 
As a matter of fact, it is the duty of every Muslim to help other Muslims and non-Muslims to bring them closer to God to achieve piety and salvation. The Quran (16:25) states:” Call all of Mankind to your sustainer’s path with wisdom and goodly exhortations and argue with them in the most kindly manner for, behold your sustainer knows best as to who is the rightly guided.” The emphasis here is on the civility, kindness and reason in engaging others towards the path of righteousness. This is in keeping with the injunction, The Quran(2:256)” There shall be no coercion in matters of faith.”
God is the only one who can pass judgment on the individual’s performance during his or her life on earth. It follows that no human being has the right to judge whether a person is a believer or a heretic. Only God knows and He is the only One who can decide that on the Day of Judgment.
ISLAM
The name Islam means peace and total submission to God alone. Islam is the name of the message of God which has been revealed by Him to mankind through His Prophets and Messengers throughout the ages since the creation of Adam. A Muslim, who is a true follower of Islam, finds through Islam total salvation and lives in harmony with the universe. Islam is a universal message to the whole of mankind and is available to all who desire it. It does not belong to, nor is it meant to be, for a particular ethnic group or a nation; rather it belongs to all of humanity. It is God’s religion that He has bestowed upon mankind since the creation of Adam and until eternity.
Islam has at its center the absolute belief in the oneness of God who is without companions, uncreated, reigning from eternity to eternity, and that Muhammad is his last messenger. This means that Muhammad is the last in a long line of prophets and messengers that began with Adam through Abraham, Moses, Jesus and ending with Muhammad, may the peace and the blessing of God upon them all*. 
The Quran is the most recent of God’s revelations to mankind which was revealed over a period of twenty three years through the Archangel Gabriel. It came in the year 611 A.D. when Muhammad was forty years of age. The revelation began with these commands: (The Quran 96:1) “Read in the name of your Lord who has created the human being, from a germ cell that clings. Read and your Lord is most Gracious Who has taught man with the pen that which he knows not.”
It was through Prophet Muhammad that God transmitted His final revelation to mankind. This final message to humanity, which is Islam, constitutes God's eternal revelation. It is essentially the same message that was revealed, undistorted by man, to all the prophets before Muhammad. The message is, pure and simple, the complete submission and trust in God followed by benevolent work, love, compassion and forgiveness towards fellow human beings.
Islam instructs the Muslims to live in peace and harmony with the rest of humanity and with the environment, and through awareness of the mind to preserve the balance in this world and share it in accordance with God’s injunctions: This is made abundantly clear in The Quran (55:1-8) “The Most Gracious has imparted The Quran unto man; He has created man and has imparted unto him articulate thought and speech. The sun and the moon run their calculated courses. The stars and trees prostate themselves before Him, and the skies He has raised high and has devised for all things a balance, so that you all must never transgress this balance.”
Islam teaches us that all humanity is essentially one because it emanates from the divine oneness of our Creator. All men and women are equal in the eyes of God. What distinguishes them from each other is their piety and how conscious they are of the Creator in their actions and behavior. Islam shows us a practical way to live with each other (and within our limits) during our earthly life, intermingling our actions and ideas so as to harmonize our existence. In Islam, we are not compelled to renounce the world in order to achieve spiritual purification. In fact, Islam is a program of life that is compatible with the natural laws which God has decreed upon His creation. Islam guides us to achieve an equitable balance between extremes and is realistic in its appreciation of human nature and its possibilities. Islam always calls for moderation in every aspect of life. We are exhorted not to place too great an emphasis on the physical and material aspect of this life but postulates that man's urges and desires relating to this life on earth are God-willed and, therefore, legitimate and should be harnessed within the confines of acceptable norms as instituted by our Creator: The Quran in Chapter 2:143 says: “And, thus, We have willed you to be a community of the middle so that you might bear witness to the truth before all mankind and that the apostle might bear witness to it before you.” 

To Muslims, Islam is more than a religion; it is a way of life. It gives Muslims a proper perspective of their place in the society and shows the way to uplift them morally and spiritually so as they can conduct themselves properly and can consequently contribute towards an improved social structure and a better world for everyone. It is paramount in the ethical standard of a true Muslim to have full commitment to help alleviate the sufferings and hunger of his next of kin, those around him and to the society at large, Muslims and non- Muslims alike. 
The Quran stipulates in Chapter 76:8-9 “The truly virtuous are those who give food to the needy, the orphans and the captives, and who say in their hearts that we feed you for the love of God and we desire no recompense.”

The giving of food and rendering kindness is in the context of The Quranic Chapter 76 of “Man “that orders the Muslims to offer every kind of help and care, both material and spiritual to Muslims and non-Muslims alike including animals in captivity. These acts encompass the true spirit of Islam.
THE QURAN
The Quran is a divine book, which contains the true and authentic words of God as were revealed in Arabic to the prophet Muhammad by Archangel Gabriel in the seventh century A.D., over a period of twenty-three years. This period is referred to as the period of “Heavenly Discourse”. The Quran contains the ultimate wisdom and inspiration and guidance in both religious and social terms, expressed in beautiful prose whose power has awed even the most versed in the Arabic language. Throughout The Quran, God stresses on reason and prods the intellect to be used throughout our transient life on this earth. He stimulates our curiosity and urges us to use observation in analyzing and contemplating the wonders of His creation.
How much clearer, and more beautifully, can it be stated than in The Quran Chapter 2:164: “Verily in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the succession of night and day, and in the waters which God sends down from the sky, giving life thereby to the earth after it had been lifeless, and causing all matters of living creatures to multiply thereon, and in the change of the wind, and in the clouds that run their appointed courses, between sky and earth: in  all this there are messages indeed for people who use their reason.” 
Since the Universe and the laws of the Universe are made by God, it is incumbent on us, His trustees on Earth, to persevere in pursuit of discovering His laws. This will help us to understand the World we live in and will help us to make use of the knowledge to improve our lot as well as to work within and safeguard our balanced Universe. 
The Quran consists of 114 chapters of different lengths. Each chapter is made up of verses that have been revealed at various times and circumstances in the last twenty-three years of the life of the prophet Muhammad. The verses address different issues and are varied in type, form and content. Some verses state facts; others are a declaration of the truth. Some address general laws of the world we live in. Others address and relate certain historical events that are being mentioned so that we can draw lessons from them. Some tell stories of previous prophets, kingdoms or historical events. And others resolve issues and pass judgments that were confronting the prophet Muhammad or his compatriots or the society to help guide daily dealings. Although the verses addressed specific issues at the time they were revealed, they were in fact meant to apply to all times and are left to Muslims to discern their applicability in similar situations that are likely to confront the Muslims after the life of the prophet. Throughout the discourse of The Quran, God prods us to reflect and use logic and reasoning to help us appreciate the known universe and discover the unknown through observation and contemplation. 
The construction of the chapters and verses of The Quran have an underlying mathematical relationship that leaves us in awe: how intricate and amazing these verses have been beautifully, sometimes poetically, constructed, as well as put together  in a mathematical platform, to reveal such a profound meaning. No human mind is capable of constructing The Quran in such beauty and technicality.
The most remarkable and mind boggling fact regarding the intricacy of the structuring of the letters, words, verses and chapters of The Quran, lies in what is called “ the separated letters.” These are letters or group of letters that are found at the beginning of a number of chapters of The Quran. Each letter or a group of letters take up the stature of the first verse in the chapter that they belong to. A couple of examples:

The Arabic letters “H M’ which forms the first verse in chapter 41.

The Arabic letter “Q” which forms the first verse in chapter 50.
There are in fact twenty nine chapters in The Quran that start with these separated letters.
These letters were, until recently, very puzzling. No translator of The Quran was able to come up with a convincing explanation as to the meaning or the purpose of these letters. Recently, however, it has been discovered that these letters convey a mathematical function in the verbal construction of The Quran. 
As an illustration:
The letters “H M” in chapter 41 occur 304 times in the chapter, which is a whole multiple of 19 (304=16x19).
The letter “Q” in chapter 50 occurs 57 times in the chapter, which is a whole multiple of 19 (57=3x19). 
Furthermore, the total number of chapters in  The Quran is 114 which is also an exact multiple of the number 19.
The importance of the number 19 is also reflected in the fact that: 

 the number of Arabic letters which make up the verse:
بِسْمِ اللَّهِ الرَّحْمَٰنِ الرَّحِيمِ
In The Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Dispenser of Grace: 
is exactly 19. 
This verse precedes the 113 chapters of The Quran, yet it occurs 114 times throughout The Quran, which is again a multiple of 19.
Another remarkable observation is the fact that the total number of words in chapter 112 is 19: 
بِسْمِ اللَّهِ الرَّحْمَٰنِ الرَّحِيمِ
قُلْ هُوَ اللَّهُ أَحَد

اللَّهُ الصَّمَدُ

لَمْ يَلِدْ وَلَمْ يُولَدْ

وَلَمْ يَكُنْ لَهُ كُفُوًا أَحَدٌ

“In The Name of God, The Most Gracious, The Dispenser of Grace.
Say: He is The One God, God The Eternal, The Uncaused Cause of All Being. He begets not, and neither is He begotten, and there is nothing that could be compared with Him.”                                                   
This is the distinct chapter in The Quran in which God, Himself, spells out His unique attributes that make apparent His perfection. Of all the chapters in The Quran that carry God’s signature, this chapter is the most striking.
It is important to note that Almighty Allah’s attribute of being The One and Only, that is واحد, has a total numerical alphabet value of 19 in the Arabic alphabet. 
These and other mathematical relations, which are recently becoming apparent, demonstrate the eloquent discourse, wisdom, historical events, commands, judgments, social orders and a multitude of physical, terrestrial and other natural phenomena, in a mathematically intricate pattern that leaves the reader amazed and in awe. It shows, besides everything else, that there is a mathematical basis in the authenticity and uniqueness of The Quran. 
The main message of The Quran is simple:
1) God is the One and Only Creator and Preserver of the Universe.

2) Everything in the universe is in balance and is created for a purpose. This purpose is to worship God alone. 
We aspire to comprehend this message by:  

· Being conscious of God all the time, wherever we are and throughout our lifetime;
· Realizing the inseparability of the spiritual and physical aspects of the life of the individual, 

· Enabling the individual to work and reflect upon God’s Creation of the Universe in order to be a useful member of society and to work to preserve and be in harmony with the environment.  
· Doing the righteous deeds and avoiding the wrong ones according to His Divine code of ethics (which is presented later on in this book).
· Consulting with others on matters of public concern. 
· Inviting others to God's way, with wisdom and civil discourse, without compulsion or coercion but rather by setting an example through doing what is good and refraining from what is evil.
· Since there is no clergy class in Islam, Muslims can communicate directly with God and ask for His favors directly, without the need for an intermediary and through their own daily prayers and supplications.
· Accepting Prophet Mohammed as the last in the chain of prophets who carried the same message of Islam which is the surrender or submission to the will of God.
3) All human beings are held accountable for the deeds they perform during their lifetime and God will reward them accordingly on the Day of Judgment. 
Heaven or hell is where every created individual ends up after the earthly life. Heaven is not an exclusive club to a certain faith or an ethnic group or a tribe. It is open to all human beings who believe in God and perform good deeds, help their fellow human beings and improve the environment. God is the only One who decides who goes to Heaven and who goes to Hell. No one else, no matter how saintly or knowledgeable in matters of religion, has the right or can pass judgment as to who goes where!
The understanding of the meaning and scope of the message of The Quran is the recipe for a productive and peaceful life in this world and in the hereafter.
THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD
Prophet Muhammad was chosen by God to reveal through him the final message to mankind. The message, as articulated in The Quran, is complete and self-contained. Being the last of the Divine revelations, the message encompasses all aspects of the human existence.   It includes, in addition to declaration of principles, commandments and some milestones in human history, many dialogues and admonitions during specific circumstances of the duration of the prophet-hood. Although the admonitions seem to address special issues with specific circumstance, these events and the related revelations are in fact applicable to all of humanity, over the entire span of time and until eternity.

Prophet Muhammad was born an orphan in the year 570 A.D. in Mecca.

The Kaaba or House of God, which was built by Prophet Abraham some four thousand years ago is located in Mecca.

Prophet Muhammad was brought up by his grandfather and lived a simple life. He was humble and could never bring himself to worshipping idols. He shied away from the common ills of his society such as drinking and gambling and was known among his compatriots as an honest, trustworthy and wise individual. At the age of twenty five, he married his employer, Khadija, who was impressed with his honesty and acumen as a businessman. Before he became a prophet, Muhammad was a man who lived an ordinary life, married, and had children, and experienced pain and sufferings like any other human being.

At the age of forty, Muhammad was chosen by God to receive the Divine revelation and to be a messenger to all of humanity. It began with these words: 
Chapter 96:1-5: “Read in the name of your Lord who has created the human being, from a germ cell that clings. Read and your Lord is most Gracious, Who has taught man with the pen that which he knows not.” *

This Divine revelation to humanity is the first of many injunctions, admonitions and declarations that will follow in the course of twenty three years of “Heavenly Discourse” that comprise the unadulterated message of Islam.

*(Note here that the number of Arabic words in this Revelation adds up to 19.)

From the moment Prophet Muhammad received the first revelation and until he died some twenty-three years later, he dedicated all his time and effort to spreading the message of Islam. He, at first, convinced the people around him by reasoning and logical arguments and was able to convert many from his tribe and the citizens of Mecca who were worshipping idols. The first person to accept his message was his wife, Khadija. The second was his cousin, Ali, and the third was Abu Bakr, who was his friend. May The Peace and Blessings of God be Upon them all.
Prophet Muhammad continued his work in trying to convert the heathens of Mecca for about twelve years before he became aware that the people of Mecca were plotting to assassinate him. One night, he was inspired to immigrate to Medina with his friend Abu Bakr, leaving his cousin Ali behind in his bed to foil the plan of the assassins. With Divine help, Prophet Muhammad arrived and was welcomed in Medina. Thus began a
new phase in the life of the Muslim Community in the city-state of Medina. 
Prophet Muhammad continued his work in Medina to spread the new religion to the people of Medina, who had a large Jewish community, and also to the rest of Arabia. In addition to being a prophet, he was the leader as well as the head of the state. He also led the Muslims in several battles, in self-defense, against the heathens who were unhappy with the spread of the new religion which they regarded as a threat to their political as well as economic power in the Arabian Peninsula. They were bent on eradicating the small Muslim community. To save the fragile Muslim community from the aggressive and powerful infidels, God gave the Muslims permission to fight for self- defense. 
“Permission to fight is given to those who have been fought against because they have been wronged and verily God is most powerful to come to their aid”. (The Quran 22:39). 
As the commander of the Muslim Army, the Prophet Muhammad fought many battles and was seriously wounded on one occasion.

It may well be emphasized here that Islam is a religion of peace and does not condone violence in resolving issues. God always and throughout the The Quran urges Muslims to lean towards peace. Muslims can only be allowed to carry out armed missions in self- defense and to protect the freedom to worship for themselves and others against tyrants aggressors. The above mentioned verse is the final rendering in The Quran on matters regarding the use of force. All other verses in 6 The Quran that deal with armed conflicts are to be viewed in relevance to the above mentioned verse. 
To resolve the issues that were confronting the Muslims as they grew in number as well as to deal with the non-Muslims, Prophet Muhammad had to be a judge and an administrator. He encouraged the Muslims to be kind to each other and to non-Muslims and to animals and the environment. He was particularly kind to the poor and downtrodden and tried to help them make a start in life through good and honest work. 

However, his many duties did not prevent him from his obligation towards his family. In fact, he was a role model in his treatment of his family members and relatives. Most notable of Prophet Muhammad’s deeds was his equitable  treatment of men and women as equals in accordance with the following The Quranic verse: 33:35, “ For Muslim men and women, for believing men and women, for devout men and women, for patient men and women,  for humble men and women, for charitable men and women, for fasting men and women, for men and women who guard their chastity, for men and women who adhere in the remembrance of God,  God will grant them forgiveness and great rewards.”

Prophet Muhammad’s love and devotion to his first wife Khadeeja is most notable. As long as she was alive, he lived with her as his only wife. It is only after her death and his engagement in matters of state and armed conflicts that gave rise to a shortage of men compared to women. It was then that he had several wives to alleviate the social problems that ensued as a result of many men killed in battle. 
The marital aspect of Prophet Muhammad’s life is telling us that under normal circumstances a man should be married to one wife. It is only admissible that men are allowed to have more than one wife when certain circumstances necessitate the deviation from the normal such as to alleviate a social problem. The matter is highlighted in the following Quranic verse that deals with this issue. Verse 4:3 states” If you fear that you shall not be able to deal fairly with the orphans, marry women of your choice, two or three or four; but if you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly with them, only one….” It is obvious that The Quranic stance on marriage is that it be monogamous under normal circumstances and allows more than one wife under exceptional circumstances for reasons as mentioned above. 
The most important aspect of Prophet Muhammad's life was his humility and humanity. He always reminded his compatriots that he was a human being and should never be deified. Since he had a superb moral character and was human, Muslims try to emulate Prophet Muhammad as much as they can in their daily lives. His legacy was and remains the absolute and unbending belief in the Oneness of the Creator, eradication of idol worshipping and emancipation of the poor and oppressed. In worldly matters, he left them to those who are in the know. To the fair minded, this legacy must signify the vibrant dynamism of renewal of Islam as it keeps abreast of the present and future of mankind.  
THE LIFE AND SAYINGS OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD
THE AUTHENTIC SUNNAH
To Muslims, there are two acceptable sources of information, on matters regarding the religion of Islam. These are The Quran and the Authentic Sunnah. God has urged in many verses in The Quran that Muslims should benefit from the exemplary life of the prophet Muhammad and that Muslims should look to him as a role model. God says in the Holy The Quran (33: 21),” Verily, in the Apostle of God you have a good example for everyone who looks forward (with hope and awe) to God and the Last Day, and remembers God unceasingly.” 
The Sunnah has been succinctly summarized by the prophet himself when asked by one of his companions, "Oh! Messenger of God what is your Sunnah?" The prophet answered:
“Knowledge is my capital
Intellect is the basis of my religion
Love is my foundation
Longing is my vehicle
Remembrance of God is my pleasure
Confidence is my treasure
Sadness is my companion
Science is my weapon
Patience is my cloak
Solace is my gain
Poverty is my pride
Humility is my profession
Belief is my strength
Truthfulness is my atonement
Obedience is my desire
Striving is my character
Prayer is the apple of my eye”
The above guideposts are to be followed by all Muslims who should do their best to gauge their actions in their measure. It behooves us to notice that “knowledge” and “intellect” are on top of the list!

The prophet ordered his companions not to write down his sayings lest they be confused with The Quranic text as had happened to earlier revelations. His order was adhered to during the reign of the four caliphs (from the time of Abu Bakr to Ali), The Quran had been fully documented and written in its final form at the time of the third caliph Othman. 
Unfortunately and contrary to the order of the prophet, his sayings were later on recorded and were not fully authenticated and were consequently subject to many errors. The scholars are still in disagreement about the authenticity of many of the sayings that have been erroneously recorded. The true measure of the authenticity of the sayings is that they must be in total agreement with The Quranic revelation. Any saying which does not fulfill this acid test must be rejected. This controversy would have been entirely avoided had the Muslims of late listened and obeyed the order of the prophet in not recording his sayings.  
All is not lost, for there are serious efforts by scholars to research the field in order to arrive at fully authenticated and agreed upon sayings of the prophet. Some Turkish scholars have made a good start in this direction and have, so far, collected some forty saying of the prophet that have been totally authenticated.

The contribution by scholars and learned individuals is to be regarded as a sincere and welcomed contribution to assist Muslims in better understanding The Quran so they can apply its teachings to their daily lives.
Since there is no clergy class in Islam, the opinion of the Muslim scholars is non-binding. Every Muslim is free to choose between the opinions of the scholars to find that which he or she feels comfortable with, provided that the scholar has sought to derive his or her opinion based on The Quran and Sunnah. God, throughout The Quran, admonishes Muslims to make matters and obligations simple, and easy and non-cumbersome. In The Quran (2:185) states that “…God intends for you ease and does not intend for you hardship…” Also in The Quran (92: 7) states” We will ease you (believers) towards ease.” 
Muslims are encouraged to benefit from the contribution of their scholars whose differing opinions are a healthy sign of a vibrant and well-informed community. Prophet Muhammad said in this respect that the difference of opinions of the Muslim scholars is a grace from God. The contributions of the scholars who may share similar views may be considered as a school of thought for the benefit of better understanding and interpreting of The Quran and Sunnah. Muslims are to look at these contributions as opinions by well intending scholars to clarify questions and matters that evolve with life's dynamics as time changes. The main principles and guideposts contained in The Quran and Sunnah are time independent. The contribution of the Muslim scholars, who are human beings, is by definition time dependent and subject to change. There is always a need for scholarly contribution to help Muslims, who do not have the time to delve deeply into Islamic thought, gauge their actions towards matters and issues of their generation so that they fall within the guideposts of Islam.
It must be emphasized here that The Quran does not tolerate any sectarian tendencies in matters of religion. God states very clearly in The Quran ( 6:159 ) that:” verily those who have broken the unity of their faith and have become sects, you, meaning the prophet or Muslims, have nothing to do with them. Behold, their case rests with God, and in time He will make them understand what they were doing 

As a matter of fact, Muslims cannot call themselves any other name, since the name Islam has been chosen by God to call His religion Islam and the word Muslim refers to the follower of the religion of Islam.  

 Islam is the name of all of God’s revealed religions from the time of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and ending with Muhammad, the last and final messenger of Islam. The Quran ( 2:136 ) states that: “Say, [O believers], "We have believed in God and what has been revealed to us and what has been revealed to Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the Descendants and what was given to Moses and Jesus and what was given to the prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and we are Muslims to Him."
HIGHLIGHTS OF SOME ISLAMIC PRINCIPLES
1) The main and overriding concept in Islam is the Oneness and Uniqueness of God. This central concept bears out the basic principles of Islam. Because of the fact that God is The Creator and Architect of the Universe and that He is the Sole and Supreme power and has no equal or competitor, this implies the unity in the purpose of creation and permeates to other aspects of life such as:
· Spirit and matter
· Soul and body
· Science and religion
· Human beings and the environment
· Conscious and  unconscious  matters
2) Oneness of Mankind: Islam regards all human beings as equals. The equality of all human beings is a fundamental principle in Islam, which has been clearly stated in The Quran (39:6), "He (God) created you (humans) from a single soul." The singularity of the origin of humanity implies equality in the most direct way and without any possible alternate explanation or interpretation.
God does not judge people by their gender, color, race or place in society. Specifically God says in The Quran (49:13) "O' mankind! We have created you from male and female and have made you nations and tribes that you may know each other. The noblest of you in the sight of God is the most righteous.” 
Since Islam is the total religion and the advocate of total equality of mankind, it can claim to be truly a universal religion and the culmination of the teachings and messages of all prior prophets and messengers sent by God to humankind from Adam through Abraham, Moses, and Jesus to Muhammad.

3) Oneness of the Message: It is a central belief in Islam that God had sent the same message through the different messengers and prophets whose central theme is the total submission to the will of God. That God is the Supreme Being in the universe and that human beings are to seek His protection, guidance, forgiveness and deliverance from their evil acts and to perform their daily work in compliance with His code of ethics revealed to mankind in His universal message. We are to seek all of this from God alone and must never enjoin anyone as equal to Him. 
The message of Islam is the total summation and accumulation of all that was revealed to the prophets before Muhammad. Through the well-documented and unadulterated message of Islam, God has made sure for all of humanity that His last message is well preserved without alteration by individuals as had, unfortunately, happened to the messages before Islam (Christianity and Judaism). Included within the total message of Islam are parts of the unadulterated revelations to the prophets Moses and Jesus from the Old and The New Testaments such as the Ten Commandments, to be helpful to others, to forgive and to love thy neighbor, as an example. What is emphasized as part of the final message is the faulty claim by the Jews that they are God's chosen people. God said in His final message that all human beings are equal, but the best among them are those that are most conscious of Him (The Quran 49:13). O men! Behold, We have created you all out of a male and a female, and have made you into nations and tribes, so that you might come to know one another. Verily, the noblest of you in the sight of God is the one who is most deeply conscious of Him. Behold, God is all-knowing, all-aware.
God had refuted the manufactured and adulterated concept of Deity in the Christian dogma of the Trinity, which imparts on Prophet Jesus the notion of being the Son of God: The Quran ( 18:4&5 ) “Furthermore, [this divine writ is meant] to warn all those who assert, "God has taken unto Himself a son." No knowledge whatever they have of Him, and neither had their forefathers: dreadful is this saying that comes out of their mouths [and] nothing but falsehood do they utter!” Also refuted in the final revelation is the concept of Original Sin and that Salvation can only be achieved by the  admission that prophet Jesus had died on The Cross to absolve the individuals from their sins and only when individuals admit to that, then and only then they can have salvation and be absolved of their sins. God emphasized in many instances in The Quran that every individual is responsible for his or her own deeds and that "no bearer of burdens shall be made to bear the burden of another." (The Quran 6:164)

4) Salvation is universal and is open to all of mankind. In Islam salvation is accessible to all human beings as long as they:

· Believe in the one and only God;
· Believe in the Day of Judgment;
· Do good deeds during their earthly lifetime.
This principle is clearly stated in The Quran (2:62): "Verily, those who have attained to faith as well as those who follow the Jewish faith and the Christians and the Sabians- all who believe in God and the Last day and do righteous deeds - shall have their reward with the Sustainer; and no fear need they have, and neither shall they grieve." 
This principle lays down a fundamental precept with a sweeping breadth of vision that is unparalleled in other faiths and is only befitting God's final message to mankind that Salvation is made contingent upon three elements: belief in one God, faith in the Last Day, and doing righteous deeds in earthly life. With this principle, God is clearly declaring to all of humanity the universality of the message of Islam. From this principle, the fair-minded can clearly perceive that Islam seeks to guide all human beings to function during their earthly lifetime within the guideposts of virtue, knowledge and beauty in harmony with God's creation, and be inspired to do righteous deeds.
5) There is no compulsion in religion. It is a fundamental doctrine in Islam that God had admonished the believers that since matters of faith have been clearly set and declared to all of humanity; it is the prerogative of each and every individual in the society to freely choose his or her own faith or religion. “There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the Right Path has become distinct from the wrong path. Hence, he who rejects the powers of evil and believes in God has indeed taken hold of an unfailing support, for God is all hearing and all knowing” (The Quran, 2: 256).
6)Everyone alone is responsible for one’s acts. “No bearer of burdens shall be made to bear the burdens of others” (6:164 and six other verses all to the same effect). The Quran rejects the doctrine of original sin and the need for atonement by a third party. The idea of an intermediary between a person and God is unnecessary. God tells us that He is so close to us, even closer than our own jugular vein. The Quran (50:16) says: “And indeed, “We have created man, and “We know what his own self whispers to him. And “We are nearer to him than his jugular vein.” Furthermore, The Quran (50:16.) tells us that God always hears our supplications and prayers. “When my servants ask you about Me, I am indeed close to them; I listen to the prayers of every supplicant when he or she calls upon me and believe in me so that they may be rightly guided.”
7) A person is judged by his conscious intentions and should strive in life for the best that he or she can achieve. “Man can have nothing except that which he strives for.”: Verse (53:39) .Beyond that, it is God’s prerogative to judge every individual. No person, no matter how well versed he or she may be in religious matters, has been given the authority to prejudge any other person for being a good Muslim or even a heretic, let alone to have the right to implement or execute a punishment. The Quran (2:113.)  “It is God who will judge between them on resurrection Day with regard to all that which they differed on.” Even infidels are given a fair treatment. (209: 1-6.) ” Oh, You disbelievers, I do not worship that which you worship, nor will you worship that which I worship … to you be your religion and to me is my religion.” It is obvious that in the grand design of the makeup of communities and nations, God has meant that inhabitants on earth live along with each other having different religions and beliefs.
ISLAMIC ARTICLES OF FAITH
1)  God is the Creator of the Universe. He is unique, all-powerful, and all-merciful, neither begets nor is begotten. He is supreme and accepts no partners with Him.

2) Belief in all the previous revelations through all of the prophets from Adam through Abraham, Moses and Jesus and ending with Muhammad.
3) Belief in the realities which are beyond our conscious domain such as the angels, Heaven and Hell and all that we cannot see and feel and cannot prove by scientific methods. All of these are part and parcel of the complete message. 
4) Belief in the Final Day of Judgment when everyone will be held accountable for one's action during one's earthly lifetime and will be rewarded accordingly.
5) Belief that God is in full control of the world at all times. Humans, unlike angels, have been given the freedom of choice within the realm of God's creation. At every moment in the course of their lifetime, human beings, when confronted with a decision, can freely make either the right decision in conformity with God's divine code of ethics or the wrong decision, which they have been forewarned by the Creator to avoid.
Muslims are at peace with the world and at whatever happens to them. All is God's will. The good that comes out of our action is through God who has given us the means necessary to achieve goodness. The bad things that befall us are our responsibility because we have not followed God's guidance. Other events that are beyond our control are in His domain. What we are accountable for are the actions that ensue through our own hands and the outcome from the judgments of our minds and intellect. This intellect is what God has instilled into every created human being: The Quran (55:3) He has created man: (55:4) He has imparted unto him articulate thought and speech.
PILLARS OF ISLAM - RELIGIOUS PRACTICES
According to the injunctions that are set forth in The Quran by God for a Muslim to perform in order to qualify as a Muslim are the five following practices. These practices provide the basic necessities to help the Muslim on the path towards piety and consciousness of God which is the pinnacle for the true believers to achieve in this earthly life.

1) Declaration of the following Creed: "I bear witness that there is no deity but God, and I bear witness that Muhammad is messenger of God." This is a declaration that the Muslim makes numerous times every day and at all times. It is the forerunner of what qualifies a person to be a Muslim.
2) Performance of prayers five times a day, during which times the worshipper is in direct contact with God. It is the ascension of the Muslim. In addition to the spiritual elevation attained by the performance of the prayers, the worshipper gets a chance to clean his exposed body parts at least five times a day. Cleanliness in Islam is part of faith. Prayers also train the worshipper to be physically in shape, and to be aware of time and space by being aware of his or her position with respect to Mecca, which he or she has to face during the prayers. Furthermore, A Muslim is required to participate in the Friday prayer to enjoy the spiritual benefits as well as the feeling of belonging as a participant in the communal prayer. (The Quran 62:9) “Oh! You, who believe, when the call to the Friday Prayer is proclaimed, hasten to the remembrance of God and leave all worldly commerce. This is for your own good.” 
3) Giving alms and charitable contributions. Every Muslim must give from his capital or earnings a certain amount that is mandatory, which is called Zakaat (a minimum of 2 1/2 % of one’s income). Muslims, who can afford it, are encouraged to give more than the mandatory amount to support socially beneficial programs. Sharing wealth and income is a social responsibility that every Muslim must undertake. Accumulation of wealth is not encouraged in Islam, The Quran: (59:7.) Charitable contributions and giving alms are so basic that even those who cannot afford to give must, instead, perform extra prayers and encourage others to do good deeds and be righteous, for being righteous is regarded as part of charity. God demands that we be good not only to ourselves but to others.

4) Fasting during the month of Ramadan. All physically capable Muslims are required to fast during the ninth month of the Muslim Lunar Calendar. The fast begins every day during the month of Ramadan from dawn to sunset during which time the fasting person abstains from food and drink, marital contact, and vain talk, especially backbiting. The fast is broken at sunset when the fasting person can resume normal activities, until dawn of the next day. Those who cannot fast are to feed the poor one day for everyday they miss fasting. 
God wants to teach us, through fasting:
· To cleanse the body and the soul and be closer to Him;
· By enduring hunger we are made to be compassionate and helpful to the poor;
· Promote discipline in controlling urgent desires and develop the ability to get rid of bad habits.
5) Perform the Pilgrimage to Mecca. This is once in a lifetime event that takes place in the twelfth month of the Muslim Lunar Calendar. Muslims who are physically able and can afford the journey are obligated to attend the gathering once in their lifetime. It commemorates the building of the Kaaba by Prophet Abraham and the ordeal of his wife in her search for water that she was led to discover in, at that time, a barren and a desolate place in the middle of the desert. Muslims from all over the world gather and circulate around the Kaaba. All, men and women, wearing simple garments in humility are reminded that they are all equal before God and are insignificant in their place in this universe. Nothing is apparent that distinguishes a prince from a beggar, they are made aware that they can carry nothing with them when they leave this life on earth. They then stand before the mount of Arafat to ask God for forgiveness and guidance to help them live a meaningful life and be conscious of Him. The pilgrims then, symbolically, stone Satan to help them feel cleansed from their earlier sins. They then sacrifice an animal and give it to the poor in memory of Prophet Abraham who was willing to sacrifice his son, Prophet Ishmael, to show the ultimate faith in God. They then make their final rounds of the Kaaba before heading back home, feeling spiritually cleansed to start afresh to begin doing the good things in life.

OTHER OBLIGATORY PRACTICES
1) Learning and seeking knowledge: This is the first command in the revelation in which God ordered humanity through Prophet Muhammad to "Read in the name of your Lord the Creator," ( The Quran; 98:1.) Prophet Muhammad advised us in one of his well authenticated sayings to “Seek knowledge even if it be in China.” Learning and the pursuit of knowledge through observation and reflection are, therefore mandatory and of primary importance in Islam. Throughout The Quran God always challenges us with the words, “don’t you realize, don’t you comprehend, don’t you think, don’t you see, don’t you reflect….”
2) Consultation in matters of public concern: God has emphasized the importance of this practice by making it part of the believer’s conduct and placed it alongside the practice of Prayers and giving Alms. “(The Quran 42:37-40. It shall be given to all who attain to faith and place their trust in their sustainer and who shun the more heinous sins and who whenever they are moved to anger readily forgive and who respond to the call of their sustainer in prayers and whose rule in all matters of common concern is consultation among themselves and who spend on others what we provide for them as sustenance and who whenever tyranny afflicts them defend themselves. )  
3) Conduct one’s self with dignity and moderation. Muslims are, as is prescribed by our Creator, advised to be moderate in their behavior and are forewarned not to commit excesses and to avoid extremism. All forms of extremism in attitudes, behavior and appearance are repugnant to the true spirit of Islam. This conduct is prescribed throughout The Quran. Here are a few of the pertinent verses that make this point abundantly clear. 
Verse 2:143 reminds us that “God has willed that Muslims are to be a community of the middle way…”
Verse 16: 125 tells us to “Call to the way of God with wisdom and civility…”

Verse 5:87 admonishes us “to commit no excesses…”

Verse 8:61 orders Muslims” that when our adversary inclines to peace that we should also incline towards peace…”

Verse 23:96 advises a Muslim to “Repel evil with goodness that which is best…”  
Verse 17: 110 instructs the Muslim to” Neither speak your prayer aloud, nor speak it in a low tone, but seek a moderate course in between.” 
Verse 17: 29 tell a Muslim to “Neither make your hand tight, nor overspend…”
Verse 31:19 impresses upon the Muslim to” Be moderate in your pace and lower your voice…”

On reflection upon the above verses, one cannot but conclude that extremism in behavior and action is completely unacceptable and does not conform to the spirit of the Islamic norms. The violence and extremism that we witness these days are un- Islamic and are not condoned by the teachings and the spirit of Islam.
Islam is a religion of Peace

 The fact that Islam is a religion of peace is at once clear when we go to the root meaning of the word Islam. The word Islam means: the surrender to the will of God.
The criteria for the surrender to the will of God are mentioned in The Quran (2:82): “those who attain to faith (the believers) and do righteous deeds are destined for paradise, therein they abide.” Again and again these criteria are repeated in several verses in The Quran (2:62 & 5:69) “Verily those who have attained to faith in this divine writ as well as those who follow the Jewish faith, and the Christians and the Sabians who believe in God and the last day and do righteous deeds shall have their reward with their sustainer and no fear need they have and neither shall they grieve.”

Criteria for the submission to the will of God specified:

1) The first is the belief in one God the One and only and to be conscious of Him throughout one’s lifetime. In being conscious of God all the time insures the person is acting according to the will of God and that a person’s actions are to be carried out in keeping with the standards set by the Almighty in His Quranic Commands(1).

2) The second criterion is for the person to do righteous deeds and avoid the wrong actions as set forth in the divine code of ethics and to be socially conscious and considerate to others and work to achieve a better world for all to share. That is a Muslim should strive to be a true vicegerent or representative of God on earth.
As expected, the Quranic Commands order the believers to perform good and worthy acts towards the others which enhance peace and security and improves social standards and instructs the believers to refrain from malicious acts and to shun oppression. Noteworthy among these commands are the ones that order the believers to keep good relations with people of other faiths (3:113-115) and that there is no compulsion in religion (2:256). The other point which is of importance and direct relevance to our topic is the order not to kill and harm others, to save lives (5:32) and avoid aggression and incline towards peace.  In verses 7:55 and 2:208 God specifically commands the believers to enter peace in total “Oh you who believe enter peace in totality and do not follow Satan’s footsteps, for he is verily your enemy.” Furthermore, the believers are urged to incline towards peace if the opposition shows signs towards peace (The Quran 8:61) “But, if they incline to peace, incline thou to it as well, and place your trust in God.”

The believers’ surrender to God entails their commitment and aspiration to live in peace and security in paradise. Islam is but a reflection of peace and security of the hereafter, in this world. The believers are constantly reminded of this in God’s revelation to mankind that they must incline towards peace whenever the opportunity presents itself.

It is a historical fact that the Early Muslims and during their life in Mecca and for thirteen years were living a peaceful life. They were content in their dedication to prayers and supplications and were very patient throughout that period in their history bearing under duress the harsh physical abuse and suffering that they had to endure on the hands of the infidels. 
Upon emigrating to Medina when their religion and their very existence was threatened by the aggressors of the infidels, only then that God had ordered them to prepare themselves and to take up arms to defend themselves and their, then, fragile religion. God had ordained fighting in His Cause even though the early Muslims did not look forward to it. In 2:216 God ordered “ Fighting is ordained for you , even though it is hateful to you, but it may well be that you hate a thing while it is good for you and it may well be that you love a thing and that it is bad for you: and God knows and that you do not know.”

Taking up arms was a necessity that the early Muslims had to acquiesce to even though they hated the idea of killing and the sufferings as a consequence. They would have rather stayed peaceful and endured the sufferings had it not been that their very existence and their religion were at stake. 

The Quran declares that the Believers are given permission to fight ONLY when their faith is in danger and whenever they have been prevented from freely practicing their faith in God Almighty. This is called “fighting for the cause of God” which is very clearly stated in The Quran in (22:39):

“Permission to fight is given to those who have been fought against because they have been wronged and verily God is most powerful to come to their aid”. The believers are, therefore, given permission to fight only in self-defense and because they have been persecuted and unjustly treated and their freedom in the practice of their faith has been endangered.
God Almighty has always prodded the Prophet Muhammad and consequently the believers to veer towards peace whenever and wherever the adversaries showed signs for a peaceful resolution of the conflict. The Quran (8:61): states” If they incline to peace, you incline as well, and place your trust in God, for He is all- hearing and all-knowing. “

An example of this took place at the outpost of Hudaibeya, between Meccangelsa and Medina when the Prophet, along with some of his companions, decided to perform the pilgrimage to Kaaba which was under the jurisdiction of the unbelievers. The unbelievers decided to prevent the prophet and his companions from entering the Kaaba. The unbelievers sent a contingent to block the advance of the prophet and his companions. To dissuade the Muslims from forcing the issue and avoid a violent confrontation, the head of the contingent offered the Prophet and his companions a peaceful alternative. The adversary asked the Prophet not to proceed further, but postpone the pilgrimage to the Kaaba to the following year. The unbeliever was ready to sign a covenant with the Prophet to that effect. When the Prophet sensed a peaceful resolution to the conflict, he opted to take the opportunity and accepted to sign the covenant, which became known as the Covenant of Hudaibeyah. The Prophet and his companions went back to Medina.

In the following year, the unbelievers broke the Covenant and consequently, the prophet, together with a large contingent of the Muslims, headed towards Mecca and was intent on entering it. The unbelievers realizing that they were no match for the Muslims, they capitulated and let the Muslims enter the city of Mecca. On orders of the Prophet, the take- over of Mecca was very orderly and peaceful. Not a single person from the unbelievers was harmed and the victorious Muslims were very gracious and benevolent to the morally defeated pagans of Mecca. Thus, the peaceful emancipation of the House of God had been achieved in a most peaceful and remarkable surrender of the pagans of Mecca who consequently and willingly accepted Islam without coercion and through their own free choice. 

WOMEN IN ISLAM
The true Islamic view of women is of total equality between men and women in all aspects. All other views, statements and commentaries from sources other than The Quran must be in agreement with the view of The Quran. The following verses are chosen to represent the general theme throughout The Quran that brings out to the fore the principle of equality between men and women in all aspects of our life.
In the beginning of the human life, God has created men and women from the same biological parents that imparts equal dignity and humanity to both genders): The Quran (49:13) states:

“O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that you may know each other. Verily the most honored of you in the sight of God is the most righteous of you. For God is all-knowing and all-aware.”

The Quran (4:1) re- emphasizes, in their very make-up, the natural and basic equality between the two genders:

“(O people! Be mindful of your duty to your Lord, Who created you from a single being and created its mate of the same (kind) and spread from these two, many men and women)”

The Quran (30:21) emphasizes the equal nature and make up of men and women and order the two genders to treat each other with love and respect:

“(And one of His signs is that He created mates for you from yourselves that you may find rest in them, and He put between you love and compassion; most surely there are signs in this for people who reflect.” 

The compassionate, dignified and loving relationship between the spouses is mentioned several times in The Quran. The Quran (4:19) states” O you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit women against their will. Nor should ye treat them with harshness, that you may take away part of the dower you have given them,-except where they have been guilty of open lewdness; on the contrary live with them on a footing of kindness and equity. If you take a dislike to them it may be that you dislike a thing, and God brings about through it a great deal of good.
The equality does not stop at the natural make-up of men and women, but carries through to the intellectual and cognitive abilities of the two: 

In The Quran (55:1-4,) God tells us that He has created the human beings and has imparted on them articulate thought and speech. 

“The most gracious has imparted this The Quran. He has created man (the human being.) He has imparted unto him articulate thought and speech.”

On both religious and worldly matters, When The Quran addresses the people, it is gender-neutral and is directed equally to both men and women.  
The Quran (2:83): states”(O you who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed to those before you, that you may (learn) to be God fearing) 
The Quran (62:9); also addresses the believers, both men and women, “O you who believe! When the call is proclaimed to prayer on Friday (the Day of Assembly), hasten earnestly to the Remembrance of God, and leave off business (and traffic): That is best for you if you but knew.”

 The equality extends further even to the general appearance of the two sexes as the way they appear in garb that is equally modest and pleasant in appearance neither to be rendered unseemly.

The Quran (7:26): admonishes all men and women (children of Adam,) “O children of Adam! Indeed; We have bestowed upon you from on high the knowledge of making garments to cover your nakedness and as a thing of beauty: but the garment of bring conscious of God is the best of all. Herein lies a message from God so that you may remember.
Again, The Quran (7:31), states unequivocally “O Children of Adam! wear your beautiful apparel at every time and place of prayer: eat and drink: But waste not by excess, for Allah loves not the wasteful.”
 The above two verses is as clear a statement as any, inclusive and directed to both men and women, that the best garment to have is that of being righteous and conscious of God in our behavior and in our dealings during our daily living.  In addition every Muslim, man and women, must wear a garb that is to appear, before the others, tidy and beautiful. There is no mention in these two verses the extent of coverage of the garment that God has instructed us to use to cover our naked bodies for either men or women. The reference to be noted here is that these garments are meant to be worn for propriety and beauty which means that the garments are meant to look beautiful and not unseemly.
Finally, and to remove any remaining doubt about the principle of equality between men and women in its sweeping coverage of the entire field of human endeavor, the following verse from The Quran comes all inclusive in its equal regard and expectation of both genders in their duties, religious and otherwise, along with the rewards awaiting them in the life to come:

The Quran 933:35): says “ Verily , for all men and women who have surrendered themselves unto God, and all believing men and all believing women, and all truly devout men and truly devout women, and all men and all women who are true to their word, and all men and women who are patient in adversity, and all men and women who humble themselves before God, and all men and women who give in charity, and all self-denying men and all self-denying women, and all men and women who are mindful of their chastity, and all men and women who remember God unceasingly: for all of them God has readied forgiveness of sins and mighty rewards.

God has made sure that men and women treat each other with respect, kindness and dignity, especially husbands and wives who should have love and compassion towards each other as is clearly stated in the following verses of The Quran (4:19) and (30:21): See code of ethics # 13. 

In the above verses and throughout The Quran, women have been treated and given rights and privileges that are commensurate with their recognized position as an integral member of society on whose shoulders falls the main burden of bringing up of the future generations. The right of women for equal education as men is declared in the very first revealed five verses in The Quran, (96: 1-5,): “Read in the name of your Lord.” The order to read and learn is universal to all human beings, men as well as women. 
FROM FUNDAMENTALS TO APPLICATIONS
Having expounded on the fundamentals of Islamic thoughts and practices, what remains for the Muslim is to conduct him or herself according to the way our Creator intended. This, after all, is what religion is all about. It is essentially a code of ethical behaviors and a set of directives that a Muslim can follow that will assure a decent and productive life maintained in balance with the environment. 
These codes and expectations are intended to help the Muslims acquire the vision and aspiration to lead to a balanced, productive and compassionate way of life or Shari’a, the path of Islamic living, which is the submission and living according to the will of God. The Shari’a is not exclusive procedure or program for Muslims alone, The Quran (5:48) clearly states that”   To every people we have prescribed a path or a divine code ( Shari’a ) as a framework and a way of life. Indeed, and if God willed, He would have made you a single spiritual community. But He made you different so as to test you with what He has bestowed upon you.” 
Clearly, God has intended that other religions or beliefs may have their own ways or Shari’as and they will all be judged in the final day as to who will have adhered more to their Shari’a and had been more conscious of God each on his own way. It is to be understood that God’s intent through the implementation of these ethical practices is to protect and preserve the individual and the communities and people as well as the environment and to promote justice and equity for all. 
What is unique about the elements of the divine code is a built in dynamic mechanism of flexibility so as to keep up with the changing times. That is, the field of research is wide open to present solutions within the wide framework of the shari’a( the path or the way of life of the believer that is penciled out by God) that are sure to confront the individual or the society as life and days unfold for “… every day there is a new event that reveals His Glory”: The Quran (55: 29 ).

QURANIC COMMANDS:
It is well established that the main purpose of every divine revelation is to provide the individual with a clear path to lead a proper and healthy life commensurate with God’s desire for His creatures to live an orderly and beneficial life. The individual who applies these criteria is armed with the means to distinguish truth from falsehood, or right from wrong. Thus the individual will have well- defined bases to help him or her conduct his or her daily life. To attain such a standard, The Quran has detailed for us a moral code.  When the believer follows these tenants, he or she will benefit and the society as well as the environment will reap the benefits.

This is what religion is all about. It provides, in the main, a safe and purposeful life that contributes to the well-being of the individual as well as to the society at large. These commands are for all to follow. There is no coercion in its application and is in fact free for all. By following the Quranic Commands, the individual is embodying the Islamic way of life, pure and simple. 

“Religion is mainly Character”

The function of a moral code of ethics is to shape the conduct and character of the Muslim in a form that is in line with the principles and teachings encompassed in The Quran and the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad. The behavior and morals of the Muslim Believer are but a reflection of all that is good and virtuous. To help the Muslim shape up his or her character,  

God has also commanded us in The Quran in very clear terms to emulate the character and morals of the Prophet. This is stated in Chapter 38:21 of The Quran:
	لَقَدْ كَانَ لَكُمْ فِي رَسُولِ اللَّهِ أُسْوَةٌ حَسَنَةٌ لِمَنْ كَانَ يَرْجُو اللَّهَ وَالْيَوْمَ الْآخِرَ وَذَكَرَ اللَّهَ كَثِيرًا

	“You have indeed in the Messenger of God an excellent pattern (of conduct) for any one whose hope is in God and the Final Day, and who engages much in the Praise of God.”

	


God has attested in The Quran the sublime character of the Prophet 

In Chapter 68:4, in the following way:
	وَإِنَّكَ لَعَلَىٰ خُلُقٍ عَظِيمٍ  

	“Surely you (O Muhammad) stand out at an exalted standard of character”  

	


God has given us a role model and an example of sublime character and behavioral conduct to emulate. The Prophet’s character is no more and no less than the direct application of the Quranic Commands.  God Almighty in His infinite wisdom has prescribed for us to follow these for our own benefit. The moral code of ethics is not a hypothetical set of rules and orders that can only be attained by the super human, but rather they are a set of practical behavioral pattern that have been shown to be humanly possible as set forth in the shining example of the Prophet Muhammad.

What stands out in the character of the Prophet is his integrity and honesty. He was known during his youth and before he became a Prophet as “the Truthful and Trustworthy.”  It is these traits that led a successful business woman to trust him and employ him to be the director of her business and later on to propose to him in marriage These two traits are among the many in the Quranic Commands that had a direct influence on the success of the Prophet as a businessman and even before he became a Prophet.

What is clear from this example is that if we follow the Divine Commands we can be successful individually, morally, and spiritually and be a positive contributor to society. It is beneficial to the individual, and consequently to the society as well as the environment.

The Quranic Commands do not change and are for all times and for all of humanity. 

	    Command #1: 
Be honest, trustworthy and just in dealing with others.
The Quran 11:85

وَيَا قَوْمِ أَوْفُوا الْمِكْيَالَ وَالْمِيزَانَ بِالْقِسْطِ ۖ وَلَا تَبْخَسُوا النَّاسَ أَشْيَاءَهُمْ وَلَا تَعْثَوْا فِي الْأَرْضِ مُفْسِدِين
"And O my people! Give just measure and weight, nor withhold from the people the things that are their due: commit not evil in the land with intent to do mischief.
Command #2:
Maintain and serve Justice, even if against yourself or a relative.
  
The Quran 4:135
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا كُونُوا قَوَّامِينَ بِالْقِسْطِ شُهَدَاءَ لِلَّهِ وَلَوْ عَلَىٰ أَنْفُسِكُمْ أَوِ الْوَالِدَيْنِ وَالْأَقْرَبِينَ ۚ إِنْ يَكُنْ غَنِيًّا أَوْ فَقِيرًا فَاللَّهُ أَوْلَىٰ بِهِمَا ۖ فَلَا تَتَّبِعُوا الْهَوَىٰ أَنْ تَعْدِلُوا ۚ وَإِنْ تَلْوُوا أَوْ تُعْرِضُوا فَإِنَّ اللَّهَ كَانَ بِمَا تَعْمَلُونَ خَبِيرًا
O you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses to God, even as against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, and whether it be (against) rich or poor: for God can best protect both. Follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest you swerve, and if you distort (justice) or decline to do justice, verily God is well-acquainted with all that you do.

 
Also see The Quran 4:58, 5:8, 6:152, 16:90, 26:182, 55:9
 
Command #3
Be truthful even if a near relative is concerned

 
The Quran 6:152
وَلَا تَقْرَبُوا مَالَ الْيَتِيمِ إِلَّا بِالَّتِي هِيَ أَحْسَنُ حَتَّىٰ يَبْلُغَ أَشُدَّهُ ۖ وَأَوْفُوا الْكَيْلَ وَالْمِيزَانَ بِالْقِسْطِ ۖ لَا نُكَلِّفُ نَفْسًا إِلَّا وُسْعَهَا ۖ وَإِذَا قُلْتُمْ فَاعْدِلُوا وَلَوْ كَانَ ذَا قُرْبَىٰ ۖ وَبِعَهْدِ اللَّهِ أَوْفُوا ۚ ذَٰلِكُمْ وَصَّاكُمْ بِهِ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَذَكَّرُون
And come not nigh to the orphan's property, except to improve it, until he attain the age of full strength; give measure and weight with (full) justice; - no burden do We place on any soul, but that which it can bear; - whenever you speak, speak justly, even if a near relative is concerned; and fulfill the covenant of God: thus does He command you, that you may remember.
 
See Also The Quran 4:135 
Command #4:
Do not conceal the truth

 
The Quran 2:42
َلَا تَلْبِسُوا الْحَقَّ بِالْبَاطِلِ وَتَكْتُمُوا الْحَقَّ وَأَنْتُمْ تَعْلَمُونَ 
And cover not Truth with falsehood, nor conceal the Truth when you know (what it is).
Command #5:
Do Not Lie  
 
The Quran 39:32
فَمَنْ أَظْلَمُ مِمَّنْ كَذَبَ عَلَى اللَّهِ وَكَذَّبَ بِالصِّدْقِ إِذْ جَاءَهُ ۚ أَلَيْسَ فِي جَهَنَّمَ مَثْوًى لِلْكَافِرِينَ
Who, then, does more wrong than one who utters a lie concerning God, and rejects the Truth when it comes to him; is there not in Hell an abode for blasphemers?

See Also The Quran 22:30, 45:7
  

Command #6:
   

Do not give false evidence

 
The Quran 25:72
وَالَّذِينَ لَا يَشْهَدُونَ الزُّورَ وَإِذَا مَرُّوا بِاللَّغْوِ مَرُّوا كِرَامًا
Those who witness no falsehood, and, if they pass by futility, they pass by it with honorable dignity

Also See The Quran 70:33
Command #7:
Refrain from Cheating

 
The Quran 2:188
وَلَا تَأْكُلُوا أَمْوَالَكُمْ بَيْنَكُمْ بِالْبَاطِلِ وَتُدْلُوا بِهَا إِلَى الْحُكَّامِ لِتَأْكُلُوا فَرِيقًا مِنْ أَمْوَالِ النَّاسِ بِالْإِثْمِ وَأَنْتُمْ تَعْلَمُون
And do not eat up your property among yourselves for vanities, nor use it as bait for the judges, with intent that you may eat up wrongfully and knowingly a little of (other) people's property

See also The Quran 4:29, 11:85, 26:183, 55:9, 83:1-3 

Command #8:
Do Not Steal

 

The Quran 5:38
وَالسَّارِقُ وَالسَّارِقَةُ فَاقْطَعُوا أَيْدِيَهُمَا جَزَاءً بِمَا كَسَبَا نَكَالًا مِنَ اللَّهِ ۗ وَاللَّهُ عَزِيزٌ حَكِيم
As to the thief, Male or female (in consequence whereof and after due process) cut off his or her hands: a punishment by way of example, from God, for their crime: and God is Exalted in power.

 
This extreme punishment can only be applied under adequate social security for all members of society. Under such circumstance of economic and social justice, stealing is an act that reflects vicious and damaging intent by the thief towards the security and well-being of the community. When the State cannot guaranty a minimum of social security, so that every member of the community has an equitable standard of living that is commensurate with the resources that are available to the rest of the community, then the severe punishment cannot be applied. When such an occurrence took place at the time of the Second Khalifa Omar when there was a wide spread draught, the punishment was suspended. 
Command #9:
Do Not Give or Take Bribery

 
The Quran 2:188
وَلَا تَأْكُلُوا أَمْوَالَكُمْ بَيْنَكُمْ بِالْبَاطِلِ وَتُدْلُوا بِهَا إِلَى الْحُكَّامِ لِتَأْكُلُوا فَرِيقًا مِنْ أَمْوَالِ النَّاسِ بِالْإِثْمِ وَأَنْتُمْ تَعْلَمُون
And devour not one another's possessions wrongfully, and neither employ legal artifices with a view to devouring sinfully, and knowingly, anything that by right belongs to others
Command #10:
Return what you Borrow and protect what you are entrusted with 

 


	


The Quran 4:58
	إِنَّ اللَّهَ يَأْمُرُكُمْ أَنْ تُؤَدُّوا الْأَمَانَاتِ إِلَىٰ أَهْلِهَا وَإِذَا حَكَمْتُمْ بَيْنَ النَّاسِ أَنْ تَحْكُمُوا بِالْعَدْلِ ۚ إِنَّ اللَّهَ نِعِمَّا يَعِظُكُمْ بِهِ ۗ إِنَّ اللَّهَ كَانَ سَمِيعًا بَصِيرًا

	God does command you to render back your Trusts to those to whom they are due; And when you judge between people, that you judge with justice: Verily how excellent is the teaching that He gives you! For God is He Who hears and sees all things.

	


See Also The Quran 3:75, 8:27, 23:8
 Command #11:
     
Fulfill Your Covenants
The Quran 3:76
	بَلَىٰ مَنْ أَوْفَىٰ بِعَهْدِهِ وَاتَّقَىٰ فَإِنَّ اللَّهَ يُحِبُّ الْمُتَّقِين

	Nay; It is those that fulfill their contracts and are conscious of God,-verily God loves those who are conscious of Him.

	

	See Also The Quran 5:1, 16:91, 17:34, and 23:8. 


Righteousness springs out of what is right. What is right is but appropriately defined and accorded by God to His creation. We humans, as part of His creation, have been entrusted from within His universal revelation with a given divine set of values and rules to follow in order to fulfill His directives to His Human creation to lead a “righteous” life.

Central to a righteous value system is kindness, consideration and lending a helping hand to treat with respect our fellow human beings in various aspects of our lives as detailed in the following and related ethical codes.

Command #12: 
Be kind, respectful and obedient to your parents.
Taking care of parents occupies a special place in the ethical duties that a Muslim has to observe. It is noteworthy that taking care of the parents occupies an elevated position in importance that falls after the admonition of the oneness and worship of the Creator.


The Quran 6:151
	قُلْ تَعَالَوْا أَتْلُ مَا حَرَّمَ رَبُّكُمْ عَلَيْكُمْ ۖ 
أَلَّا تُشْرِكُوا بِهِ شَيْئًا ۖ وَبِالْوَالِدَيْنِ إِحْسَانًا ۖ وَلَا تَقْتُلُوا أَوْلَادَكُمْ مِنْ إِمْلَاقٍ ۖ نَحْنُ نَرْزُقُكُمْ وَإِيَّاهُمْ ۖ 
وَلَا تَقْرَبُوا الْفَوَاحِشَ مَا ظَهَرَ مِنْهَا وَمَا بَطَنَ ۖ وَلَا تَقْتُلُوا النَّفْسَ الَّتِي حَرَّمَ اللَّهُ إِلَّا بِالْحَقِّ ۚ ذلِكُمْ وَصَّاكُمْ بِهِ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَعْقِلُونَ 

	“Say Come, I will rehearse what God has (really) prohibited you from" 

Do not ascribe divinity to anyone beside Him; be good to your parents; kill not your children on a plea of want;- We provide sustenance for you and for them;- come not near shameful deeds. Whether open or secret; take not life, which God has made sacred, except by way of justice and law: 

Thus does He command you, that you may learn wisdom?

	


Also see The Quran 2:83, 4:36, 7:23, 7:24, 51:14, 31:15, 46:15

Righteousness implies doing good not only towards one’s family members and next of kin but equally well towards, neighbors, those in need, the wayfarers and the rest of the community.
 Command #13: 
Maintain a kind, loving and compassionate relationship with your spouse.
 
The Quran 4:19
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لَا يَحِلُّ لَكُمْ أَنْ تَرِثُوا النِّسَاءَ كَرْهًا ۖ وَلَا تَعْضُلُوهُنَّ لِتَذْهَبُوا بِبَعْضِ مَا آتَيْتُمُوهُنَّ إِلَّا أَنْ يَأْتِينَ بِفَاحِشَةٍ مُبَيِّنَةٍ ۚ وَعَاشِرُوهُنَّ بِالْمَعْرُوفِ فَإِنْ كَرِهْتُمُوهُنَّ فَعَسَىٰ أَنْ تَكْرَهُوا شَيْئًا وَيَجْعَلَ اللَّهُ فِيهِ خَيْرًا كَثِيرًا ۚ


	O you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit women against their will. Nor should ye treat them with harshness, that you may Take away part of the dower you have given them,-except where they have been guilty of open lewdness; on the contrary live with them on a footing of kindness and equity. If you take a dislike to them it may be that you dislike a thing, and God brings about through it a great deal of good.

	


The Quran 30:21

	وَمِنْ آيَاتِهِ أَنْ خَلَقَ لَكُمْ مِنْ أَنْفُسِكُمْ أَزْوَاجًا لِتَسْكُنُوا إِلَيْهَا وَجَعَلَ بَيْنَكُمْ مَوَدَّةً وَرَحْمَةً ۚ إِنَّ فِي ذَٰلِكَ لَآيَاتٍ لِقَوْمٍ يَتَفَكَّرُونَ

	And one of His signs is that He created mates for you from yourselves that you may find rest in them, and He put between you love and compassion;

Most surely there are signs in this for people who reflect.

	


Command #14:
Take care of your kinsfolk, family and relatives:
The Quran 2:83
	وَإِذْ أَخَذْنَا مِيثَاقَ بَنِي إِسْرَائِيلَ لَا تَعْبُدُونَ إِلَّا اللَّهَ
وَبِالْوَالِدَيْنِ إِحْسَانًا وَذِي الْقُرْبَىٰ وَالْيَتَامَىٰ وَالْمَسَاكِينِ وَقُولُوا لِلنَّاسِ حُسْنًا وَأَقِيمُوا الصَّلَاةَ وَآتُوا الزَّكَاةَ ثُمَّ تَوَلَّيْتُمْ إِلَّا قَلِيلًا مِنْكُمْ وَأَنْتُمْ مُعْرِضُونَ

	And remember We took a covenant from the Children of Israel to Worship none but God; and treat with kindness your parents and kindred, and orphans and those in need; speak fair to the people; be steadfast in prayer; and practice regular charity. Then did you turn back, except a few among you, and you backslide (even now). 

	


See Also The Quran 2:177, 2:215, 4:36, 16:90, 17:26, 24:22, 30:38, 59:7 
Command #15:
  

Care for the orphans and help them build their assets
 

The Quran 6: 152
	وَلَا تَقْرَبُوا مَالَ الْيَتِيمِ إِلَّا بِالَّتِي هِيَ أَحْسَنُ حَتَّىٰ يَبْلُغَ أَشُدَّهُ ۖ وَأَوْفُوا الْكَيْلَ وَالْمِيزَانَ بِالْقِسْطِ ۖ لَا نُكَلِّفُ نَفْسًا إِلَّا وُسْعَهَا 
وَإِذَا قُلْتُمْ فَاعْدِلُوا وَلَوْ كَانَ ذَا قُرْبَىٰ ۖ وَبِعَهْدِ اللَّهِ أَوْفُوا 
ذَٰلِكُمْ وَصَّاكُمْ بِهِ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَذَكَّرُون

	And do not approach the property of the orphan except in the best manner until he attains his maturity, and give full measure and weight with justice--We do not impose on any soul a duty except to the extent of its ability; 

and when you speak, then be just though it be against a relative, and fulfill God's covenant; this He has enjoined you with that you may be mindful;

	


See also The Quran, 2:83, 2:172, 2:215, 4:8, 4:36, 17:34, 46:8, 
In other words, the Muslim has to render kindness, help, compassion and respect to everyone around. 
Command #16:
Be kind and helpful to the weak and needy.
	The Quran 2:83

وَإِذْ أَخَذْنَا مِيثَاقَ بَنِي إِسْرَائِيلَ لَا تَعْبُدُونَ إِلَّا اللَّهَ
وَبِالْوَالِدَيْنِ إِحْسَانًا وَذِي الْقُرْبَىٰ وَالْيَتَامَىٰ وَالْمَسَاكِينِ وَقُولُوا لِلنَّاسِ حُسْنًا وَأَقِيمُوا الصَّلَاةَ وَآتُوا الزَّكَاةَ  ثُمَّ تَوَلَّيْتُمْ إِلَّا قَلِيلًا مِنْكُمْ وَأَنْتُمْ مُعْرِضُونَ


	And remember We took a covenant from the Children of Israel to Worship none but God; and treat with kindness your parents and kindred, and orphans and those in need; speak fair to the people; be steadfast in prayer; and practice regular charity. Then did ye turn back, except a few among you, and you backslide even now. 

	


See also 2:177, 2:215, 4:8, 4:36, 9:60, 17:26, 24:22, 30:38, 59:7, 76:8, 
 
Command #17:
Be good, kind and considerate to your neighbors

The Quran 4:36
	وَاعْبُدُوا اللَّهَ وَلَا تُشْرِكُوا بِهِ شَيْئًا ۖ وَبِالْوَالِدَيْنِ إِحْسَانًا وَبِذِي الْقُرْبَىٰ وَالْيَتَامَىٰ وَالْمَسَاكِينِ وَالْجَارِ ذِي الْقُرْبَىٰ وَالْجَارِ الْجُنُبِ وَالصَّاحِبِ بِالْجَنْبِ وَابْنِ السَّبِيلِ وَمَا مَلَكَتْ أَيْمَانُكُمْ ۗ إِنَّ اللَّهَ لَا يُحِبُّ مَنْ كَانَ مُخْتَالًا فَخُورًا
And serve God and do not associate anything with Him and be good to the parents and to the near of kin and the orphans and the needy and the neighbor of (your) kin and the alien neighbor, and the companion in a journey and the wayfarer and those whom your right hands possess; surely God does not love him who is proud, boastful.


Command #18:
Be good and helpful to the wayfarers.
The Quran 2:177
	لَيْسَ الْبِرَّ أَنْ تُوَلُّوا وُجُوهَكُمْ قِبَلَ الْمَشْرِقِ وَالْمَغْرِبِ وَلَٰكِنَّ الْبِرَّ مَنْ آمَنَ بِاللَّهِ وَالْيَوْمِ الْآخِرِ وَالْمَلَائِكَةِ وَالْكِتَابِ وَالنَّبِيِّينَ 
وَآتَى الْمَالَ عَلَىٰ حُبِّهِ ذَوِي الْقُرْبَىٰ وَالْيَتَامَىٰ وَالْمَسَاكِينَ وَابْنَ السَّبِيلِ وَالسَّائِلِينَ وَفِي الرِّقَابِ وَأَقَامَ الصَّلَاةَ وَآتَى الزَّكَاةَ وَالْمُوفُونَ بِعَهْدِهِمْ إِذَا عَاهَدُوا ۖ وَالصَّابِرِينَ فِي الْبَأْسَاءِ وَالضَّرَّاءِ وَحِينَ الْبَأْسِ ۗ 

 أُولَٰئِكَ الَّذِينَ صَدَقُوا ۖ وَأُولَٰئِكَ هُمُ الْمُتَّقُونَ

	It is not righteousness that you turn your faces towards the East and the West, but righteousness is this that one should believe in God and the last day and the angels and the Book and the prophets, and give away wealth out of love for Him to the near of kin and the orphans and the needy and the wayfarer and the beggars and for (the emancipation of the captives, and keep up prayer and pay the poor-rate; and the performers of their promise when they make a promise, and the patient in distress and affliction and in time of conflicts-- These are they who are true (to themselves) and these are they who guard (against evil).
 

	


See also The Quran 2; 215, 4:36, 9:60, 17:26, 30:38, 59:7
    
Command #19:  

Be good, kind, helpful, and considerate to others.
	The Quran 28:77
وَابْتَغِ فِيمَا آتَاكَ اللَّهُ الدَّارَ الْآخِرَةَ ۖوَلَا تَنْسَ نَصِيبَكَ مِنَ الدُّنْيَا ۖ وَأَحْسِنْ كَمَا أَحْسَنَ اللَّهُ إِلَيْكَ وَلَا تَبْغِ الْفَسَادَ فِي الْأَرْضِۖ   إِنَّ اللَّهَ لَا يُحِبُّ الْمُفْسِدِينَ


	And seek by means of what God has given you the future abode, and do not neglect your portion of this world, 

and do good (to others) as God has done good to you, 

and do not seek to make mischief in the land, surely God does not love the mischief-makers.

	


This verse brings out in an uncertain terms the Islamic duality doctrine that a Muslim does good deeds for the love of God seeking His grace for the hereafter and at the same time seeks what God has granted the Muslim’s rightful share in this world.
See also The Quran 2:82, 16:90, 16: 95:6, 103:3

 Command #20:
  
Be patient and content with whatever happens to you.

The Quran: 2:45

	وَاسْتَعِينُوا بِالصَّبْرِ وَالصَّلَاةِ ۚ وَإِنَّهَا لَكَبِيرَةٌ إِلَّا عَلَى الْخَاشِعِينَ  

	Nay, seek God’s help with patient perseverance and prayer: 

It is indeed hard, except to those who are humble in spirit

	


  

See also The Quran 2:153, 2:155-156,2:177, 8:46, 11:115, 29:59, 31:17 

Command #21:
  

Be humble and modest

The Quran 4: 36

	وَاعْبُدُوا اللَّهَ وَلَا تُشْرِكُوا بِهِ شَيْئًا ۖ وَبِالْوَالِدَيْنِ إِحْسَانًا وَبِذِي الْقُرْبَىٰ وَالْيَتَامَىٰ وَالْمَسَاكِينِ وَالْجَارِ ذِي الْقُرْبَىٰ وَالْجَارِ الْجُنُبِ وَالصَّاحِبِ بِالْجَنْبِ وَابْنِ السَّبِيلِ وَمَا مَلَكَتْ أَيْمَانُكُمْ ۗ إِنَّ اللَّهَ لَا يُحِبُّ مَنْ كَانَ مُخْتَالًا فَخُورًا
And serve God and do not ascribe divinity in any way that is near to Him, and be good to the parents and to the near of kin and the orphans and the needy and the neighbor of (your) kin and the alien neighbor, and the companion in a journey and the wayfarer and those whom your right hands possess; surely God does not love him who is self-conceited and boastful; 

See also: The Quran 17:37, 28:83, 31:18-19, 57



Command #22:
Do not slander and defame

	The Quran 104:1

وَيْلٌ لِكُلِّ هُمَزَةٍ لُمَزَةٍ 

	 Woe to every slanderer, defamer,

	


Command #23:
Abstain from mockery and ridiculing others.

The Quran 49:11
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لَا يَسْخَرْ قَوْمٌ مِنْ قَوْمٍ عَسَىٰ أَنْ يَكُونُوا خَيْرًا مِنْهُمْ وَلَا نِسَاءٌ مِنْ نِسَاءٍ عَسَىٰ أَنْ يَكُنَّ خَيْرًا مِنْهُنَّ ۖ وَلَا تَلْمِزُوا أَنْفُسَكُمْ وَلَا تَنَابَزُوا بِالْأَلْقَابِ ۖ بِئْسَ الِاسْمُ الْفُسُوقُ بَعْدَ الْإِيمَانِ ۚ وَمَنْ لَمْ يَتُبْ فَأُولَٰئِكَ هُمُ الظَّالِمُونَ 

	O You who believe! let not (one) people laugh at (another) people perchance they may be better than they, nor let women (laugh) at (other) women, perchance they may be better than they; and do not find fault with your own people nor call one another by nicknames; evil is a bad name after faith, and whoever does not turn, these it is that are the unjust.


	


Command #24:
Do not backbite or talk about people behind their back.

The Quran 49:12
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا اجْتَنِبُوا كَثِيرًا مِنَ الظَّنِّ إِنَّ بَعْضَ الظَّنِّ إِثْمٌ ۖ وَلَا تَجَسَّسُوا وَلَا يَغْتَبْ بَعْضُكُمْ بَعْضًا ۚ أَيُحِبُّ أَحَدُكُمْ أَنْ يَأْكُلَ لَحْمَ أَخِيهِ مَيْتًا فَكَرِهْتُمُوهُ ۚ وَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ ۚ إِنَّ اللَّهَ تَوَّابٌ رَحِيمٌ 

	O you who believe! Avoid most of suspicion, for surely suspicion in some cases is a sin, and do not spy nor let some of you back-bite others. Does one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? But you abhor it; and be careful of (your duty to) God, surely God is Oft-returning (to mercy), Merciful.


	


Command #25:
Avoid Suspicion

The Quran: 49:12
	 يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا اجْتَنِبُوا كَثِيرًا مِنَ الظَّنِّ إِنَّ بَعْضَ الظَّنِّ إِثْمٌ ۖ وَلَا تَجَسَّسُوا وَلَا يَغْتَبْ بَعْضُكُمْ بَعْضًا ۚ أَيُحِبُّ أَحَدُكُمْ أَنْ يَأْكُلَ لَحْمَ أَخِيهِ مَيْتًا فَكَرِهْتُمُوهُ ۚ وَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ ۚ إِنَّ اللَّهَ تَوَّابٌ رَحِيمٌ 

	O you who believe! Avoid most of suspicion, for surely suspicion in some cases is a sin, And do not spy nor let some of you back-bite others. Does one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? But you abhor it; and be careful of (your duty to) God, surely God is Oft-returning to mercy, Merciful.

	


Command #26:
Do not spy on others
See above verse The Quran 49:12
  

	
	The Muslim is prodded to avoid slander and backbiting. He is to be humble and shun arrogance and deceit. 

	
	The Muslim is forewarned against any attempt at seeking out other people’s faults for the purpose of mockery and failing other people. 

	
	The Muslim is expected not to bare other people’s failings and especially of those who have surrendered to the will of God. 

	
	The Muslim is forewarned by The Quran and the Prophet to avoid guesswork and suspicions, for most of the guesswork and suspicion is evil.


    Command #27:  

Abstain from hypocrisy; be genuine with yourself and in dealing with others

	The Quran 2:204

وَمِنَ النَّاسِ مَنْ يُعْجِبُكَ قَوْلُهُ فِي الْحَيَاةِ الدُّنْيَا وَيُشْهِدُ اللَّهَ عَلَىٰ مَا فِي قَلْبِهِ وَهُوَ أَلَدُّ الْخِصَام

	And among men is he whose speech about the life of this world causes you to wonder, 

and he calls on God to witness as to what is in his heart, yet he is the most violent of adversaries.

	


 
Command #28:
Practice what you preach.

The Quran 2:44
	أَتَأْمُرُونَ النَّاسَ بِالْبِرِّ وَتَنْسَوْنَ أَنْفُسَكُمْ وَأَنْتُمْ تَتْلُونَ الْكِتَابَ ۚ أَفَلَا تَعْقِلُونَ  

	Do you enjoin men to be good and neglect your own souls while you read the Book; have you then no sense?

	


  The Quran 61: 2-3
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لِمَ تَقُولُونَ مَا لَا تَفْعَلُونَ 
كَبُرَ مَقْتًا عِنْدَ اللَّهِ أَنْ تَقُولُوا مَا لَا تَفْعَلُونَ 

	O you who believe! Why do you say one thing and do another?
 It is most loathsome in the sight of God that you should say that which you do not do.

	


  

    Command #29:
  

Shun Jealousy

The Quran 4:32
	وَلَا تَتَمَنَّوْا مَا فَضَّلَ اللَّهُ بِهِ بَعْضَكُمْ عَلَىٰ بَعْضٍ ۚ لِلرِّجَالِ نَصِيبٌ مِمَّا اكْتَسَبُوا ۖ وَلِلنِّسَاءِ نَصِيبٌ مِمَّا اكْتَسَبْنَ ۚ وَاسْأَلُوا اللَّهَ مِنْ فَضْلِهِ ۗ إِنَّ اللَّهَ كَانَ بِكُلِّ شَيْءٍ عَلِيمً 

	 And do not covet that by which God has made some of you excel others; men shall have the benefit of what they earn and women shall have the benefit of what they earn; and ask God of His grace; surely God knows all things.

	


 
See Also The Quran 4:54, 113:1 & 5
Command #30:
Be content and thankful with what you have.

	The Quran 14:7

وَإِذْ تَأَذَّنَ رَبُّكُمْ لَئِنْ شَكَرْتُمْ لَأَزِيدَنَّكُمْ ۖ وَلَئِنْ كَفَرْتُمْ إِنَّ عَذَابِي لَشَدِيدٌ

	 And when your Lord made it known: If you are grateful, I would certainly give to you more, and if you are ungrateful, My chastisement is truly severe.

	

	 

	 See also The Quran 16:27, 29:62, 42:



	


 

Command #31:
Shun greed and hoarding.
 

The Quran 89:19-20

	وَتَأْكُلُونَ التُّرَاثَ أَكْلًا لَمًّاوَتُحِبُّونَ الْمَالَ حُبًّا جَمًّا

	And you eat away the heritage, devouring (everything) indiscriminately, And you love wealth with exceeding love.
See also The Quran 102:1, 104:2-3



	


Command #32:
Control your anger and do not raise your voices.
The Quran 3:134
	الَّذِينَ يُنْفِقُونَ فِي السَّرَّاءِ وَالضَّرَّاءِ وَالْكَاظِمِينَ الْغَيْظَ وَالْعَافِينَ عَنِ النَّاسِ ۗ وَاللَّهُ يُحِبُّ الْمُحْسِنِين

	The God conscious who spend benevolently in ease as well as in time of hardship, and those who restrain (their) anger and pardon men; and God loves the doers of good (to others).

	


The Quran 31:19
	وَاقْصِدْ فِي مَشْيِكَ وَاغْضُضْ مِنْ صَوْتِكَ ۚ إِنَّ أَنْكَرَ الْأَصْوَاتِ لَصَوْتُ الْحَمِيرِ

	And pursue the right course in your going about and lower your voice; surely the most hateful of voices is braying of the donkies.

	


Command #33:
Do not curse or defame others.
The Quran 49:11
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لَا يَسْخَرْ قَوْمٌ مِنْ قَوْمٍ عَسَىٰ أَنْ يَكُونُوا خَيْرًا مِنْهُمْ وَلَا نِسَاءٌ مِنْ نِسَاءٍ عَسَىٰ أَنْ يَكُنَّ خَيْرًا مِنْهُنَّ ۖ وَلَا تَلْمِزُوا أَنْفُسَكُمْ وَلَا تَنَابَزُوا بِالْأَلْقَابِ ۖ بِئْسَ الِاسْمُ الْفُسُوقُ بَعْدَ الْإِيمَانِ ۚ وَمَنْ لَمْ يَتُبْ فَأُولَٰئِكَ هُمُ الظَّالِمُونَ

	O you who believe! No men shall deride 
(curse) other men, it may well be that those whom they derided are better than themselves, and no women shall deride other women, for it may well be that those women whom they derided are better than themselves; and neither shall you defame one another, nor insult one another by inappropriate epithets; evil is all imputation of inequity after having attained faith, and those who become guilty and do not repent- it is they who are evildoers.
 
Command #34:
Avoid frivolous talk and chatter

The Quran 23:3

وَالَّذِينَ هُمْ عَنِ اللَّغْوِ مُعْرِضُونَ
Who turn away from frivolous talk

See also The Quran 25:72


	


Command #35 :
Be congenial and kind in your discussions 

 
The Quran 16:125

	ادْعُ إِلَىٰ سَبِيلِ رَبِّكَ بِالْحِكْمَةِ وَالْمَوْعِظَةِ الْحَسَنَةِ ۖ وَجَادِلْهُمْ بِالَّتِي هِيَ أَحْسَنُ ۚ إِنَّ رَبَّكَ هُوَ أَعْلَمُ بِمَنْ ضَلَّ عَنْ سَبِيلِهِ ۖ وَهُوَ أَعْلَمُ بِالْمُهْتَدِينَ 

	Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and goodly exhortation, and argue with them in the best manner; surely your Lord best knows those who go astray from His path, and He knows best those who follow the right way

	


  See also The Quran 2:83, 2:263, 17:53.
    
Command #36:
  

Greet pleasantly and return salutations with better or equal manner.

The Quran 4:86
	وَإِذَا حُيِّيتُمْ بِتَحِيَّةٍ فَحَيُّوا بِأَحْسَنَ مِنْهَا أَوْ رُدُّوهَا ۗ إِنَّ اللَّهَ كَانَ عَلَىٰ كُلِّ شَيْءٍ حَسِيبًا 

	And when you are greeted with a greeting, greet with a better (greeting) than it or return it; surely God takes account of all things

	

	


.Since Islam, by name, is a religion of peace and, therefore, instructs its followers to shun violence and seek peaceful means to resolve issues, as we will discern from the upcoming divine codes of ethics. They instruct the believers to conduct their affairs through consultation with civility and mutual respect. The codes make it abundantly clear that killing of innocent human beings is strictly forbidden. Fighting to kill or harm others is only permitted in self-defense and when the individual or the community is willfully wronged. The believers are encouraged to save lives, refrain from malicious acts and shun oppression.
Command #37:

Conduct Public Affairs by mutual consultation 

The Quran: 3:159

	فَبِمَا رَحْمَةٍ مِنَ اللَّهِ لِنْتَ لَهُمْ ۖ وَلَوْ كُنْتَ فَظًّا غَلِيظَ الْقَلْبِ لَانْفَضُّوا مِنْ حَوْلِكَ ۖ فَاعْفُ عَنْهُمْ وَاسْتَغْفِرْ لَهُمْ وَشَاوِرْهُمْ فِي الْأَمْرِ ۖ فَإِذَا عَزَمْتَ فَتَوَكَّلْ عَلَى اللَّهِ ۚ إِنَّ اللَّهَ يُحِبُّ الْمُتَوَكِّلِينَ

	Thus it is due to mercy from God that you deal with them gently, and had you been rough, hard hearted, they would certainly have dispersed from around you; pardon them therefore and ask pardon for them, and take counsel with them in the affair; so when you have decided, then place your trust in God; surely God loves those who put their trust in Him.

	


 See also The Quran 42:38

Command #38:

Forgive and Reconcile
The Quran 3:134
	ٌالَّذِينَ يُنْفِقُونَ فِي السَّرَّاءِ وَالضَّرَّاءِ وَالْكَاظِمِينَ الْغَيْظَ وَالْعَافِينَ عَنِ النَّاسِ ۗ وَاللَّهُ يُحِبُّ الْمُحْسِنِينَ 

	Those who spend (benevolently) in ease as well as in hard times, and those who restrain (their) anger and pardon people; God loves the doers of good deeds.

	


  See Also The Quran 7:199, 15:85, 24:22, 41:34, 42:37, 42:40, 42:43 
Command #39:
Foster Brotherhood and Unity with other Muslims

 
The Quran 3:103
	ٌوَاعْتَصِمُوا بِحَبْلِ اللَّهِ جَمِيعًا وَلَا تَفَرَّقُوا ۚ وَاذْكُرُوا نِعْمَتَ اللَّهِ عَلَيْكُمْ إِذْ كُنْتُمْ أَعْدَاءً فَأَلَّفَ بَيْنَ قُلُوبِكُمْ فَأَصْبَحْتُمْ بِنِعْمَتِهِ إِخْوَانًا وَكُنْتُمْ عَلَىٰ شَفَا حُفْرَةٍ مِنَ النَّارِ فَأَنْقَذَكُمْ مِنْهَا ۗ كَذَٰلِكَ يُبَيِّنُ اللَّهُ لَكُمْ آيَاتِهِ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَهْتَدُونَ

	And hold fast by the covenant of God all together and be not divided, and remember the favors of God on you when you were enemies, then He united your hearts so by His favor you became brethren; and you were on the brink of a pit of fire, then He saved you from it, thus  God makes clear His messages to you so that you may find guidance.

	


  See also The Quran 21:92, 23:52
Command #40:

Eschew Racism and Bigotry

 The Quran 49:11
	ٌيَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لَا يَسْخَرْ قَوْمٌ مِنْ قَوْمٍ عَسَىٰ أَنْ يَكُونُوا خَيْرًا مِنْهُمْ وَلَا نِسَاءٌ مِنْ نِسَاءٍ عَسَىٰ أَنْ يَكُنَّ خَيْرًا مِنْهُنَّ ۖ وَلَا تَلْمِزُوا أَنْفُسَكُمْ وَلَا تَنَابَزُوا بِالْأَلْقَابِ ۖ بِئْسَ الِاسْمُ الْفُسُوقُ بَعْدَ الْإِيمَانِ ۚ وَمَنْ لَمْ يَتُبْ فَأُولَٰئِكَ هُمُ الظَّالِمُونَ 

	O you who believe! let not (one) people deride (another) people per chance that they may be better than they, nor let women (deride other) women, perchance they may be better than they; and not shall you defame one another nor shall you insult one another inappropriate epithets, evil is all imputation of inequity and after one has attained to faith and who become guilty thereof and do not repent, it is they who are evil doers.

	


Command #41
Keep good relations with people of the Book.

 
The Quran 2:62
	ٌإِنَّ الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَالَّذِينَ هَادُوا وَالنَّصَارَىٰ وَالصَّابِئِينَ مَنْ آمَنَ بِاللَّهِ وَالْيَوْمِ الْآخِرِ وَعَمِلَ صَالِحًا فَلَهُمْ أَجْرُهُمْ عِنْدَ رَبِّهِمْ وَلَا خَوْفٌ عَلَيْهِمْ وَلَا هُمْ يَحْزَنُونَ 

	Surely those who believe, and those who are Jews, and the Christians, and the Sabians, whoever believes in God and the Last day and does good, they shall have their reward from their Lord, and there is no fear for them, nor shall they grieve.

	


 See also The Quran 2:285, 3:64, 3:113-114, 3:199, 29:4
Command #42:
No Compulsion in Religion, Keep good relations with people of other faiths.

 

 The Quran 2:256
	ٌلَا إِكْرَاهَ فِي الدِّينِ ۖ قَدْ تَبَيَّنَ الرُّشْدُ مِنَ الْغَيِّ ۚ فَمَنْ يَكْفُرْ بِالطَّاغُوتِ وَيُؤْمِنْ بِاللَّهِ فَقَدِ اسْتَمْسَكَ بِالْعُرْوَةِ الْوُثْقَىٰ لَا انْفِصَامَ لَهَا ۗ وَاللَّهُ سَمِيعٌ عَلِيم

	There shall be no coercion in matters of faith; truly the right way has become clearly distinct from the wrong; therefore, whoever rejects the powers of evil and believes in God has indeed taken hold of a most unfailing support, which shall never give way, for God is All Hearing, and All Knowing.

	


See also The Quran 4:164, 6:108, 10:99, 11:118, 22:67, 40:78, 60:8,  
 




Command #43:
Do not instigate oppression through chaos and disorder

 

	.The Quran 2:191

وَالْفِتْنَةُ أَشَدُّ مِنَ الْقَتْلِۚ……..

	…….and oppression is more serious than killing……


 See Also The Quran 2:21
Command #44:
Do Not Kill

 The Quran 5:32
	مِنْ أَجْلِ ذَٰلِكَ كَتَبْنَا عَلَىٰ بَنِي إِسْرَائِيلَ أَنَّهُ مَنْ قَتَلَ نَفْسًا بِغَيْرِ نَفْسٍ أَوْ فَسَادٍ فِي الْأَرْضِ فَكَأَنَّمَا قَتَلَ النَّاسَ جَمِيعًا وَمَنْ أَحْيَاهَا فَكَأَنَّمَا أَحْيَا النَّاسَ جَمِيعًا ۚ وَلَقَدْ جَاءَتْهُمْ رُسُلُنَا بِالْبَيِّنَاتِ ثُمَّ إِنَّ كَثِيرًا مِنْهُمْ بَعْدَ ذَٰلِكَ فِي الْأَرْضِ لَمُسْرِفُونَ

	For this reason did We prescribe to the children of Israel that whoever slays a soul, unless it be for manslaughter or for mischief in the land, it is as though he slew all men; and whoever keeps it alive, it is as though he kept alive all men; and certainly Our messengers came to them with clear arguments, but even after that many of them certainly act extravagantly in the land.

	


The Quran 6:151
	قُلْ تَعَالَوْا أَتْلُ مَا حَرَّمَ رَبُّكُمْ عَلَيْكُمْ ۖ أَلَّا تُشْرِكُوا بِهِ شَيْئًا ۖ وَبِالْوَالِدَيْنِ إِحْسَانًا ۖ وَلَا تَقْتُلُوا أَوْلَادَكُمْ مِنْ إِمْلَاقٍ ۖ نَحْنُ نَرْزُقُكُمْ وَإِيَّاهُمْ ۖ وَلَا تَقْرَبُوا الْفَوَاحِشَ مَا ظَهَرَ مِنْهَا وَمَا بَطَنَ ۖ وَلَا تَقْتُلُوا النَّفْسَ الَّتِي حَرَّمَ اللَّهُ إِلَّا بِالْحَقِّ ۚ ذَٰلِكُمْ وَصَّاكُمْ بِهِ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَعْقِلُونَ

	Say: Come I will recite what your Lord has forbidden to you-- (remember) that you do not associate anything with Him, and show kindness to your parents, and do not kill your children for (fear of) want-- We provide for you and for them-- and do not draw near  indecencies, those of which are apparent and those which are concealed, and do not take any human being’s life which God has willed to be sacred, except in the pursuit of justice; this He has enjoined you with that you may understand.

	


 See also The Quran 4:93, 4:94, 17:33, 25

Command #45:
Save Lives

 
See The Quran 5:32, above
 

     Command #46:  

Do not harm or kill yourself (commit suicide)

The Quran 2:195

	وَأَنْفِقُوا فِي سَبِيلِ اللَّهِ وَلَا تُلْقُوا بِأَيْدِيكُمْ إِلَى التَّهْلُكَةِ ۛ وَأَحْسِنُوا ۛ إِنَّ اللَّهَ يُحِبُّ الْمُحْسِنِينَ 

	And spend in the way of God and cast not yourselves to perdition with your own hands, and do well (to others); surely God loves the doers of good.

	


The Quran 4:29
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لَا تَأْكُلُوا أَمْوَالَكُمْ بَيْنَكُمْ بِالْبَاطِلِ إِلَّا أَنْ تَكُونَ تِجَارَةً عَنْ تَرَاضٍ مِنْكُمْ ۚ وَلَا تَقْتُلُوا أَنْفُسَكُمْ ۚ إِنَّ اللَّهَ كَانَ بِكُمْ رَحِيمًا 

	O you who believe! Do not devour your property among yourselves falsely, except that it is trading by your mutual consent; and do not kill yourselves; surely God is Merciful to you.

	


Command #47:
Avoid aggression and incline towards Peace.

The Quran 2:190
	وَقَاتِلُوا فِي سَبِيلِ اللَّهِ الَّذِينَ يُقَاتِلُونَكُمْ وَلَا تَعْتَدُوا ۚ إِنَّ اللَّهَ لَا يُحِبُّ الْمُعْتَدِينَ

	Fight in the way of God against those who fight against you, but begin not hostilities. Lo! God loves not the aggressors.

	

	  See also The Quran 5:87, 8:61, 60:7-8



Command #48:

Be Kind and improve the environment 

The Quran 7:56
	وَلَا تُفْسِدُوا فِي الْأَرْضِ بَعْدَ إِصْلَاحِهَا وَادْعُوهُ خَوْفًا وَطَمَعًا ۚ إِنَّ رَحْمَتَ اللَّهِ قَرِيبٌ مِنَ الْمُحْسِنِينَ

	Do not spread corruption on earth after it has been so well ordered. And call onto Him with Fear and Longing; 

verily God’s grace is ever near the doers of good..

	


See also The Quran 29:36 
      
Command #49: 
Be kind to animals

The Quran 6:38
	وَمَا مِنْ دَابَّةٍ فِي الْأَرْضِ وَلَا طَائِرٍ يَطِيرُ بِجَنَاحَيْهِ إِلَّا أُمَمٌ أَمْثَالُكُمْ ۚ مَا فَرَّطْنَا فِي الْكِتَابِ مِنْ شَيْءٍ ۚ ثُمَّ إِلَىٰ رَبِّهِمْ يُحْشَرُونَ

	And there is no animal that walks upon neither the earth nor a bird that flies with its two wings but (they are) genera like yourselves; We have not neglected anything in the Book, then to their Lord shall they be gathered.
 See Also The Quran 24:41 

	


Command #50:

Be moderate in your actions and avoid extremes

The Quran: 2:143
	وَكَذَٰلِكَ جَعَلْنَاكُمْ أُمَّةً وَسَطًا لِتَكُونُوا شُهَدَاءَ عَلَى النَّاسِ وَيَكُونَ الرَّسُولُ عَلَيْكُمْ شَهِيدًا ۗ وَمَا جَعَلْنَا الْقِبْلَةَ الَّتِي كُنْتَ عَلَيْهَا إِلَّا لِنَعْلَمَ مَنْ يَتَّبِعُ الرَّسُولَ مِمَّنْ يَنْقَلِبُ عَلَىٰ عَقِبَيْهِ ۚ وَإِنْ كَانَتْ لَكَبِيرَةً إِلَّا عَلَى الَّذِينَ هَدَى اللَّهُ ۗ وَمَا كَانَ اللَّهُ لِيُضِيعَ إِيمَانَكُمْ ۚ إِنَّ اللَّهَ بِالنَّاسِ لَرَءُوفٌ رَحِيمٌ

	And thus we have willed you to be a community of the middle way so that, with your lives, you might bear witness to the truth before all mankind and that the Apostle might bear witness to it before you…..
Henceforth, we have been instructed to be a community that keeps an equitable balance between extremes in all aspects of our existence. To wit, we must be moderate in our physical as well as our spiritual activities. God does not want us to dedicate our time to live like monks in His worship. Nor does He like us to place too much emphasis on the physical and material aspects in our daily lives. This balanced approach, upon reflection, permeates the entire creation. Water is essential to our existence. We must drink water to stay alive. As an example, we know that, in order for us to stay healthy, we need to drink moderate amounts of water. If we take too little we get dehydrated and if we take too much, then it is deadly. This balanced and moderate attitude guides the believers to all aspects of Islamic life that is shaped by the divine code of ethics.


	


Command #51:
Enjoin and encourage good deeds and discourage bad deeds

The Quran: 3:104
	وَلْتَكُنْ مِنْكُمْ أُمَّةٌ يَدْعُونَ إِلَى الْخَيْرِ وَيَأْمُرُونَ بِالْمَعْرُوفِ وَيَنْهَوْنَ عَنِ الْمُنْكَرِ ۚ وَأُولَٰئِكَ هُمُ الْمُفْلِحُونَ 

	And from among you there grows out a community that invites unto all that is good and enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong and it is they who attain to a happy state.

	


  See also The Quran: 3:110, 5:2, 9:71, 22:41, and 31:17   

Command #52:
Hasten to good deeds and do not delay them

The Quran: 2:148
  

	وَلِكُلٍّ وِجْهَةٌ هُوَ مُوَلِّيهَا ۖ فَاسْتَبِقُوا الْخَيْرَاتِ ۚ أَيْنَ مَا تَكُونُوا يَأْتِ بِكُمُ اللَّهُ جَمِيعًا ۚ إِنَّ اللَّهَ عَلَىٰ كُلِّ شَيْءٍ قَدِيرٌ 

	For every community faces a direction of its own to which it should turn, therefore hasten to (do) good deeds; wherever you are, God will bring you all together; surely God has power over all things.

	


See Also The Quran: 5:48, 23:60-61
       Command #53:
  

Bear the responsibility to be God’s representatives on Earth

The Quran: 2:30
	وَإِذْ قَالَ رَبُّكَ لِلْمَلَائِكَةِ إِنِّي جَاعِلٌ فِي الْأَرْضِ خَلِيفَةً ۖ قَالُوا أَتَجْعَلُ فِيهَا مَنْ يُفْسِدُ فِيهَا وَيَسْفِكُ الدِّمَاءَ وَنَحْنُ نُسَبِّحُ بِحَمْدِكَ وَنُقَدِّسُ لَكَ ۖ قَالَ إِنِّي أَعْلَمُ مَا لَا تَعْلَمُونَ 

	And when your Lord said to the angels, I am going to place in the earth a vicegerent (representative,) They said: What! Will Thou place in it such as shall make mischief in it and shed blood, and we celebrate Thy praise and extol Thy holiness? He said: Surely I know what you do not know.

	


It is God’s will to entrust the human beings, and not the angels, to be the custodians of His Kingdom on earth. The reason that God has endowed the human beings with the power of logic and the faculty of reasoning so that they are well equipped to maintain and care for God’s kingdom on earth. Whereas, the angels are totally obedient to God and are not capable of independent thinking and reasoning that are necessary for decision making in carrying out the tasks of maintain order and universal balance. 
  
Command #54:
Seek knowledge and Wisdom.
The Quran: 2:269

 يُؤْتِي الْحِكْمَةَ مَنْ يَشَاءُ ۚ وَمَنْ يُؤْتَ الْحِكْمَةَ فَقَدْ أُوتِيَ خَيْرًا كَثِيرًا ۗ وَمَا يَذَّكَّرُ إِلَّا أُولُو الْأَلْبَابِ
	He grants wisdom to whom He pleases, and whoever is granted wisdom, he indeed is being granted wealth in abundance. But none bears this in mind save those that are endowed with insight.

	



See also The Quran: 2:129, 2:151, 20:114, 35:28, and 39:9 

      
Command #55:  

You are responsible for your actions

The Quran: 6:164
	قُلْ أَغَيْرَ اللَّهِ أَبْغِي رَبًّا وَهُوَ رَبُّ كُلِّ شَيْءٍ ۚ وَلَا تَكْسِبُ كُلُّ نَفْسٍ إِلَّا عَلَيْهَا ۚ وَلَا تَزِرُ وَازِرَةٌ وِزْرَ أُخْرَىٰ ۚ ثُمَّ إِلَىٰ رَبِّكُمْ مَرْجِعُكُمْ فَيُنَبِّئُكُمْ بِمَا كُنْتُمْ فِيهِ تَخْتَلِفُونَ 

	Say: What! Shall I seek a Lord other than God? And He is the Lord of all things; and no soul earns (evil) but against itself, and no bearer of burden shall bear the burden of another; then to your Lord is your return, so He will inform you of that in which you differed.

	


The Quran: 17:15, 35:18, 39:7, and 53:38 all emphasize the important declaration that” no bearer of burden shall bear the burden of another.” It is very clear that a sin or a bad deed, minor or major, cannot be absolved or carried by another person, no matter who, whether a prophet or a saint, except by God on the Day of Judgment.
Command #56:
Choose good friends

The Quran: 9:119
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا اتَّقُوا اللَّهَ وَكُونُوا مَعَ الصَّادِقِينَ 

	O you who believe! Be mindful of (your duty to) God and associate with the true ones.
 

	


Command #57:
Do not argue about what you have no knowledge of.

The Quran: 49:6
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا إِنْ جَاءَكُمْ فَاسِقٌ بِنَبَإٍ فَتَبَيَّنُوا أَنْ تُصِيبُوا قَوْمًا بِجَهَالَةٍ فَتُصْبِحُوا عَلَىٰ مَا فَعَلْتُمْ نَادِمِينَ 

	O you who believe! If an iniquitous person comes to you with a slanderous tale, look carefully into it, lest you harm people unwittingly, then afterwards you fall into remorse for what you have done.

	


See Also The Quran: 31:20
  

      Command #58:
  

Work and earn a living

The Quran: 62:10
	فَإِذَا قُضِيَتِ الصَّلَاةُ فَانْتَشِرُوا فِي الْأَرْضِ وَابْتَغُوا مِنْ فَضْلِ اللَّهِ وَاذْكُرُوا اللَّهَ كَثِيرًا لَعَلَّكُمْ تُفْلِحُونَ

	And when the prayers are ended, then disperse over the earth and seek to obtain from God’s bounty, and remember God often so that you may succor.

	


See Also The Quran: 9:105 

      
Command #59:
  

Be discrete and do not seek worldly rewards for good deeds

The Quran: 2:264
	يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لَا تُبْطِلُوا صَدَقَاتِكُمْ بِالْمَنِّ وَالْأَذَىٰ كَالَّذِي يُنْفِقُ مَالَهُ رِئَاءَ النَّاسِ وَلَا يُؤْمِنُ بِاللَّهِ وَالْيَوْمِ الْآخِرِ ۖ فَمَثَلُهُ كَمَثَلِ صَفْوَانٍ عَلَيْهِ تُرَابٌ فَأَصَابَهُ وَابِلٌ فَتَرَكَهُ صَلْدًا ۖ لَا يَقْدِرُونَ عَلَىٰ شَيْءٍ مِمَّا كَسَبُوا ۗ وَاللَّهُ لَا يَهْدِي الْقَوْمَ الْكَافِرِين 

	O You who believe! Do not render your good deeds worthless by stressing your own benevolence and hurting the feeling of others as he who spends his wealth only as to be seen and praised by men and not believe in God and the Last Day…..
 

	


Command #60:
Be punctual and Conscious of time

The Quran: 4:103
  

	فَإِذَا قَضَيْتُمُ الصَّلَاةَ فَاذْكُرُوا اللَّهَ قِيَامًا وَقُعُودًا وَعَلَىٰ جُنُوبِكُمْ ۚ فَإِذَا اطْمَأْنَنْتُمْ فَأَقِيمُوا الصَّلَاةَ ۚ إِنَّ الصَّلَاةَ كَانَتْ عَلَى الْمُؤْمِنِينَ كِتَابًا مَوْقُوتًا 

	Then when you have finished the prayer, remember God standing and sitting and reclining; but when you are secure (from danger) keep up prayer; surely prayer to the believers is a sacred duty linked to particular times (of the day).

	


See Also The Quran: 17:34
Time is of essence. A believer is enjoined to be appreciative of the time and that he or she are made of aware of constantly in keeping their daily prayers within their assigned times. Believers are enjoined to keep up their promises. What is more important than to keep ones promised to be on time or to deliver on time? Life has taught us that time is of essence and that those who respect time and keep their promises are the ones who are successful in their endeavors and who gain the respect and admiration of those who deal with them. 

God, throughout The Quran stresses the principle that mere compliance with outward forms and rituals does not fulfill the requirements of piety. 


God has, in His infinite wisdom, ordered that the believer spends and shares that which he values most out of his own possession with others. Firstly, we notice that the lawful tax, Zakat, always comes mentioned in The Quran in conjunction with prayers. The sharing is not limited to material possessions, but to any form of giving that the believer is capable of. This includes, (but not limited to) the individual's ability to serve by means of volunteer work, teaching, writing, research, social work, and caring for the environment. These are all charitable acts even if the individual is short on material wealth. 


It is worth noting that The Quran does not limit the giving of charities to the followers of the faith only but makes it abundantly clear that it be disbursed upon all who need them irrespective of their faith or belief.. Charity must be exercised solely as an inner conviction and practiced solely for the sake of God. Charity must never be thought of as a means of attracting non-Muslims to convert to the faith nor shall it be used as an instrument to discriminate against those who do not hold to the faith: The Quran 2:256 “There shall be no coercion in matters of faith. Social justice is the backbone of World Order.
  

      Command #61:
  

Be Charitable and moderate in your generosity 


The Quran 25:67
	وَالَّذِينَ إِذَا أَنْفَقُوا لَمْ يُسْرِفُوا وَلَمْ يَقْتُرُوا وَكَانَ بَيْنَ ذَٰلِكَ قَوَامًا

	Those who, when they spend, are not extravagant and not niggardly, but hold a just balance between those extremes;

	


See also The Quran 2:2-3, 2:254, 2: 261, 2: 272, 2: 274, 3:92,  
Command #62:
Do not be niggardly

The Quran 3:180
	وَلَا يَحْسَبَنَّ الَّذِينَ يَبْخَلُونَ بِمَا آتَاهُمُ اللَّهُ مِنْ فَضْلِهِ هُوَ خَيْرًا لَهُمْ ۖ بَلْ هُوَ شَرٌّ لَهُمْ ۖ سَيُطَوَّقُونَ مَا بَخِلُوا بِهِ يَوْمَ الْقِيَامَةِ ۗ وَلِلَّهِ مِيرَاثُ السَّمَاوَاتِ وَالْأَرْضِ ۗ وَاللَّهُ بِمَا تَعْمَلُونَ خَبِيرٌ

	They who niggardly cling to all that God has granted them out of His bounty should not think that it is good for them: Nay, it will be the worse for them: soon shall the things which they covetously withheld be tied to their necks Like a twisted collar, on the Day of Judgment. To God belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth; and God is well-acquainted with all that ye do.

	


See also The Quran 17:29, 25:67, 47:38, 92:8-10 

Command #63:
Shun extravagance and wastefulness

The Quran: 17:26-27
	وَآتِ ذَا الْقُرْبَىٰ حَقَّهُ وَالْمِسْكِينَ وَابْنَ السَّبِيلِ وَلَا تُبَذِّرْ تَبْذِيرًاإِنَّ الْمُبَذِّرِينَ كَانُوا إِخْوَانَ الشَّيَاطِينِ ۖ وَكَانَ الشَّيْطَانُ لِرَبِّهِ كَفُورًا وَالَّذِينَ إِذَا أَنْفَقُوا لَمْ يُسْرِفُوا وَلَمْ يَقْتُرُوا وَكَانَ بَيْنَ ذَٰلِكَ قَوَامًا

	And render to the kindred their due rights, as also to those in want, and to the wayfarer: But squander not your wealth in the manner of a spendthrift. Verily spendthrifts are alike to the Evil Ones; and the Evil One is to his Lord (himself) ungrateful Those who, when they spend, are not extravagant and not niggardly, but hold a just balance between those extremes;

	


See Also The Quran: 6:141, 7:31 
      
Command #64:  

Refrain from Usury

The Quran: 2:275-276
	الَّذِينَ يَأْكُلُونَ الرِّبَا لَا يَقُومُونَ إِلَّا كَمَا يَقُومُ الَّذِي يَتَخَبَّطُهُ الشَّيْطَانُ مِنَ الْمَسِّ ۚ ذَٰلِكَ بِأَنَّهُمْ قَالُوا إِنَّمَا الْبَيْعُ مِثْلُ الرِّبَا ۗ وَأَحَلَّ اللَّهُ الْبَيْعَ وَحَرَّمَ الرِّبَا ۚفَمَنْ جَاءَهُ مَوْعِظَةٌ مِنْ رَبِّهِ فَانْتَهَىٰ فَلَهُ مَا سَلَفَ وَأَمْرُهُ إِلَى اللَّهِ ۖ وَمَنْ عَادَ فَأُولَٰئِكَ أَصْحَابُ النَّارِ ۖ هُمْ فِيهَا خَالِدُونَ يَمْحَقُ اللَّهُ الرِّبَا وَيُرْبِي الصَّدَقَاتِ ۗ وَاللَّهُ لَا يُحِبُّ كُلَّ كَفَّارٍ أَثِيمٍ

	Those who devour usury will not stand except as stand one whom the Evil one by his touch Hath driven to madness. 

That is because they say: "Trade is like usury," but God has permitted trade and forbidden usury. Those who after receiving direction from their Lord, desist, shall be pardoned for the past; their case is for God (to judge); but those who repeat (The offence) are companions of the Fire: They will abide therein (for ever).God will deprive usury of all blessing, but will give increase for deeds of charity: For He loves not creatures ungrateful and wicked.

	


See Also The Quran: 3:130, 30:39
The term for usury appears in The Quran as “Riba” which means an unlawful addition, by way of interest, to a sum of money or goods lent by one person or body of persons to another. 
Thus, the unlawful addition with profits obtained through a contracted loan at a rate of interest is unacceptable especially if the economic motivation of the loan is to extract addition to the “value” of the loaned money, with due consideration to the fluctuation and change in the real value of money over the time of the contract, without any risk taken by the lender. 

The Quran condemns riba and those who practice it, especially when viewed against the background of mankind's economic experiences during the centuries. 

A sufficiently clear indication of its nature and its social as well as moral implications obtained through the case of an interest-bearing loan involving an exploitation of the economically weak by the strong and the well to do individuals or groups of individuals: an exploitation characterized by the fact that the lender, while retaining full ownership of the capital loaned remains contractually assured of gain irrespective of any losses which the borrower may suffer in consequence of this transaction. 

With this definition in mind, we realize that the question as to what kinds of financial transactions fall within the category of riba is, in the last resort, a moral one, closely connected with the socio-economic motivation underlying the mutual relationship of borrower and lender; and, stated in purely economic terms, it is a question as to how profits and risks may be equitably shared by both partners to a loan transaction. 

The answer as to what is Riba and what is not Riba must necessarily vary in accordance with the changes to which man's social and technological 
development - and, thus, his economic environment. Hence, while the The Quranic condemnation of the concept and practice of riba is unequivocal and final, the Muslim scholars are faced with the challenge of giving new dimensions and a fresh economic meaning to this term which, for want of a better word, may be rendered as "usury”, which is understood to mean the increase of one's own wealth by exploiting other people's possessions. 
     
Command #65:
  

Stay Clean in Body and Spirit 

The Quran 2: 222
	وَيَسْأَلُونَكَ عَنِ الْمَحِيضِ ۖ قُلْ هُوَ أَذًى فَاعْتَزِلُوا النِّسَاءَ فِي الْمَحِيضِ ۖ وَلَا تَقْرَبُوهُنَّ حَتَّىٰ يَطْهُرْنَ ۖ فَإِذَا تَطَهَّرْنَ فَأْتُوهُنَّ مِنْ حَيْثُ أَمَرَكُمُ اللَّهُ ۚ إِنَّ اللَّهَ يُحِبُّ التَّوَّابِينَ وَيُحِبُّ الْمُتَطَهِّرِينَ 

	And they will ask thee about [woman's] monthly courses. Say: "It is a vulnerable condition. Keep, therefore, aloof from women during their monthly courses, and do not draw near unto them until they are cleansed; and when they are cleansed, go in unto them as God has bidden you to do. Verily, God loves those who turn unto Him in repentance and He loves those who keep themselves pure and clean. 

	


See also The Quran: 74:4-5 

Command #66:
Lower Your Gaze.
The Quran 24:30-31
قُلْ لِلْمُؤْمِنِينَ يَغُضُّوا مِنْ أَبْصَارِهِمْ وَيَحْفَظُوا فُرُوجَهُمْ ۚ ذَٰلِكَ أَزْكَىٰ لَهُمْ ۗ إِنَّ اللَّهَ خَبِيرٌ بِمَا يَصْنَعُونَ  
وَقُلْ لِلْمُؤْمِنَاتِ يَغْضُضْنَ مِنْ أَبْصَارِهِنَّ وَيَحْفَظْنَ فُرُوجَهُنَّ وَلَا يُبْدِينَ زِينَتَهُنَّ إِلَّا مَا ظَهَرَ مِنْهَا ۖ وَلْيَضْرِبْنَ بِخُمُرِهِنَّ عَلَىٰ جُيُوبِهِنَّ ۖ وَلَا يُبْدِينَ زِينَتَهُنَّ إِلَّا لِبُعُولَتِهِنَّ أَوْ آبَائِهِنَّ أَوْ آبَاءِ بُعُولَتِهِنَّ أَوْ أَبْنَائِهِنَّ أَوْ أَبْنَاءِ بُعُولَتِهِنَّ أَوْ إِخْوَانِهِنَّ أَوْ بَنِي إِخْوَانِهِنَّ أَوْ بَنِي أَخَوَاتِهِنَّ أَوْ نِسَائِهِنَّ أَوْ مَا مَلَكَتْ أَيْمَانُهُنَّ أَوِ التَّابِعِينَ غَيْرِ أُولِي الْإِرْبَةِ مِنَ الرِّجَالِ أَوِ الطِّفْلِ الَّذِينَ لَمْ يَظْهَرُوا عَلَىٰ عَوْرَاتِ النِّسَاءِ ۖ وَلَا يَضْرِبْنَ بِأَرْجُلِهِنَّ لِيُعْلَمَ مَا يُخْفِينَ مِنْ زِينَتِهِنَّ ۚ وَتُوبُوا إِلَى اللَّهِ جَمِيعًا أَيُّهَ الْمُؤْمِنُونَ لَعَلَّكُمْ تُفْلِحُونَ 

Tell the believing men to lower their gaze and to be mindful of their chastity: this will be most conducive to their purity - [and,] verily, God is aware of all that they do. (24:31) And tell the believing women to lower their gaze and to be mindful of their chastity, and not to display their charms [in public] beyond what may [decently] be apparent thereof;37 hence, let them draw their head-coverings over their bosoms. And let them not display [more of] their charms to any but their husbands, or their fathers, or their husbands' fathers, or their sons, or their husbands' sons, or their brothers, or their brothers' sons, or their sisters' sons, or their womenfolk, or those whom they rightfully possess, or such male attendants as are beyond all sexual desire, or children that are as yet unaware of women's nakedness; and let them not swing their legs [in walking] so as to draw attention to their hidden charms. And [always], O you believers - all of you - turn unto God in repentance, so that you might attain to a happy state!
Command #67:
Attain to Chastity and Purity

The Quran 23:1, 5
قَدْ أَفْلَحَ الْمُؤْمِنُونَ ..... وَالَّذِينَ هُمْ لِفُرُوجِهِمْ حَافِظُون

 Truly, to a happy state shall attain the believers. And who are mindful of their chastity

See also The Quran 24:30-31, 33:35. 

Command #68:
Dress modestly and decently.
  

The following three verses are the only ones in the The Quran that address the attire of the believers whether men or women. It is to be discerned that the Muslim man and Muslim woman’s outward attire (that he or she would appear in public) is manifested in simplicity, modesty and cleanliness that imparts beauty to the outward look of individual Muslim. To wit, carefully consider the following three verses: 
The Quran: 7:26
	يَا بَنِي آدَمَ قَدْ أَنْزَلْنَا عَلَيْكُمْ لِبَاسًا يُوَارِي سَوْآتِكُمْ وَرِيشًا ۖ وَلِبَاسُ التَّقْوَىٰ ذَٰلِكَ خَيْرٌ ۚ ذَٰلِكَ مِنْ آيَاتِ اللَّهِ لَعَلَّهُمْ يَذَّكَّرُونَ

	O Children of Adam!  Indeed, We have bestowed upon you from on high [the knowledge of making] garments to cover your nakedness, and as a thing of beauty: but the garment of God-consciousness is the best of all. Herein lies a message from God, so that man might take it to heart.

	


See also The Quran 24:31 above.

The Quran 33:59
	يَا أَيُّهَا النَّبِيُّ قُلْ لِأَزْوَاجِكَ وَبَنَاتِكَ وَنِسَاءِ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ يُدْنِينَ عَلَيْهِنَّ مِنْ جَلَابِيبِهِنَّ ۚ ذَٰلِكَ أَدْنَىٰ أَنْ يُعْرَفْنَ فَلَا يُؤْذَيْنَ ۗ وَكَانَ اللَّهُ غَفُورًا رَحِيمًا


O Prophet! Tell thy wives and daughters, and the believing women, that they should cast their outer garments over their persons (when abroad): that is most convenient, that they should be known (as such) and not molested. And God is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
      
Command #69:  

Refrain from Adultery

The Quran 17:32
	وَلَا تَقْرَبُوا الزِّنَا ۖ إِنَّهُ كَانَ فَاحِشَةً وَسَاءَ سَبِيلًا
And do not come near adultery" for, behold, it is an abomination and an evil way. 


By commanding that believers “not come near adultery", God has intensified the prohibition of adultery. It is to be noted that the term zina signifies all sexual intercourse between a man and a woman who are not husband and wife, irrespective of whether either of them is married to another partner or not; hence, it denotes both “Adultery" and "fornication" in the English senses of these terms.
See also The Quran: 24:2-3, 25: 63, 68
     Command #70:  

Shun Homosexual Acts

The Quran: 7: 80
وَلُوطًا إِذْ قَالَ لِقَوْمِهِ أَتَأْتُونَ الْفَاحِشَةَ مَا سَبَقَكُمْ بِهَا مِنْ أَحَدٍ مِنَ الْعَالَمِينَ
We also (sent) Lut: He said to his people: "Do you commit lewdness such as no people in creation (ever) committed before you?
See also The Quran: 7:81, 27:54-55
  

      Command #71:
  

Do Not Drink Alcohol and Do Not Gamble

The Quran: 5:90
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا إِنَّمَا الْخَمْرُ وَالْمَيْسِرُ وَالْأَنْصَابُ وَالْأَزْلَامُ رِجْسٌ مِنْ عَمَلِ الشَّيْطَانِ فَاجْتَنِبُوهُ لَعَلَّكُمْ تُفْلِحُونَ
O you who believe! Intoxicants and gambling, (dedication of) stones, and (divination by) arrows, are an abomination, of Satan's handwork: eschew such (abomination), that you may prosper.
See also The Quran: 2:219
      
Command #72:
  

Do Not Take Drugs or other Addictive substances 
The Quran: 2-195
وَأَنْفِقُوا فِي سَبِيلِ اللَّهِ وَلَا تُلْقُوا بِأَيْدِيكُمْ إِلَى التَّهْلُكَةِ ۛ وَأَحْسِنُوا ۛ إِنَّ اللَّهَ يُحِبُّ الْمُحْسِنِينَ

This general statement of throwing one’s self and by one’s own hands to self- destruction is very important in that it encompasses avoidance of all harmful elements and practices that an individual may be knowingly or unknowingly enticed to fall into. As is the case now-a-days, there are many drugs, harmful and addictive substances and pollutants that are so detrimental to the individual’s health and existence that are being marketed in very clever and enticing ways to lure the individual to fall into their addictive traps. Once a person falls into the drug trap, then it is a matter of time that one’s valuable life is wasted for- ever. It is to our own advantage to head God’s admonition in not letting the person be destroyed by one’s own hands. 
 
CONCLUDING REMARKS
It is very clear that what we discern from the above discourse about Islam is that it is a religion which teaches its followers virtue, righteousness and awareness to address the spiritual and physical needs of the individual and the society with a balance of the mind and without extremes. Its name is peace. It sets the mind of its followers at peace. Islam shuns extremism. In fact, Islam admonishes its followers to be people of the middle. In a nutshell, Islam is a Universal faith comprising a set of beliefs, value system and practices that are readily applicable and available to all individuals without the need for an intermediary. All it takes is the ability to read and understand The Quran and Sunnah and apply them to one’s daily life.

Islam answers the ever-challenging questions as to why we are created, for what purpose, and what we can do to be successful. The Muslim's spirit, soul and body demands are satisfied as soon as the Muslim realizes that these demands are all in balance, they are God given and legitimate and each deserves its due course. This is to be expected, for they are all part of God's creation where everything serves a purpose and is in perfect harmony and balance.

Thus God has graciously defined for us the good and the bad, the virtuous and the evil acts. They are presented to us to take note of for our own good as well as for the benefit of society and the World at large. It is up to us to rise to the challenge, which is not beyond the realm of the possible. The reward awaiting us is tremendous.

It is noted that the relevant Quranic Commands do not conflict with The Ten Commandments which have not been abrogated by The Quran. A close review of these Commands will make this evident.
The lasting impression that peaceful Islam would leave with the fair minded, if we are to summarize, is that after believing in God, the one and only, the Muslim is urged to lead a productive life with justice and compassion for all and in harmony with the environment and the preservation of a balanced universe.
*This invocation is intended to take effect whenever the name of a prophet or a messenger of God is mentioned in this document.
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